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The Application
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But don’t panic, it’s not that bad

• Most of it is self-explanatory.

• In this talk, we’ll look at the major 
requirements and common mistakes.

• The Council provides a checklist so you 
can check the application yourself.
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Use the Latest Form!
• Do not use forms dated before 1999

– If they list Safety and Sports as required 
badges, they’re too old.

• Where is the latest form?
– In your Life to Eagle Packet
– On-line at the Council web site
– In printed form at Council offices
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Legibility
• Use pen – pencil is not accepted!

• Applications are rejected if they are too 
hard to read
– Too messy
– Too many corrections
– Too much whiteout

• If it’s too messy, just start over!
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Six Application Requirements
1. Six months (at least) since earning Life rank.
2. Personal references.
3. 21 merit badges, including 12 from the 

required list.
4. Serve at least six months (since earning Life) 

in a position or responsibility in the unit.
5. Complete your Eagle Project.
6. A personal statement and a Scoutmaster 

conference.
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How to start?
1. Contact the Council Registrar for a copy 

of your official advancement record.
• Dates you received ranks and merit badges.
• Contact them to fix any errors you find.

2. Identify your personal references.
• Give list to your unit leader or Eagle Coach.

3. Fill out the form based on your official 
advancement record from the Council.

• They use it to verify your application.
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If you’re from another council…
• Get a copy of your official advancement 

record from the registrar of your previous 
council.
– Should list all your ranks earned and merit 

badges earned, including dates earned.
• Keep all of your rank and merit badge 

cards.
– They are acceptable records, too.

• Provide this data to our Registrar.
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Starting Questions

• Date you joined Scouts (your first troop).
• Date of First Class and Star.
• Cub Scout experience, if any.

– Most Cubs join before completing fifth grade.
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The Date You Joined Boy Scouts
• It’s OK to guess the date you joined

– There is no official record
– Should be the date you joined your first troop
– For Cub Scouts: date of Arrow of Light

• date of Blue and Gold Banquet
• March 1 is usually a close-enough guess

• The date you joined must be before the 
earliest badge earned on the application!

• Dates of First Class and Star
– Copy them from your official record
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Requirement 1

• Life Scout date must be at least 4 months 
after the Star Scout date.

• Eagle Application date must be at least 6 
months after the Life Scout date.
– Must match your official advancement record.
– Must not be even one day short!
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Plan Ahead

You must earn Life at least 6 months 
before your 18th birthday or you 

can not become an Eagle!

Do the math!
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Requirement 2

• Reference Letters
– Parents
– Educational (teachers, others at school)
– Employer (if any, otherwise omit it)
– 2 other people who know you well
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Reference Letters
• Provide complete names and addresses

– Ask first! Be sure they have the time to write 
you a letter of reference.

– Make up the list before you start the 
application, and give it to your unit leaders

• They can collect letters while you work on the rest 
of the application, on your project, etc.

• Letters can be confidential
– It’s up to the person writing the letter as to 

whether you get to read it or not.
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Religious Reference
• If you belong to a religious organization, indicate 

the pastor or other religious leader

• If not, write “Scout’s Own” on the application, 
and write your own letter:
– Describe how you practice the 12th point of the Scout 

Law, and
– How you practice your “Duty to God” as prescribed in 

the Scout Oath.
• Give the “Scout’s Own” letter to your leader 

along with your application.
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Requirement 3

• 21 Merit Badges; 12 from the required list.
• If you joined a troop before April 21, 1999, 

you can also use Safety and/or Sports as 
Eagle-required merit badges.
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Merit Badge Dates
1. All dates must match the official record.

2. At least 4 Eagle-required merit badges 
must have been earned on or before the 
date you earned Star.

3. At least 7 Eagle-required merit badges 
must have been earned on or before the 
date you earned Life.
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Requirement 4

• As a Life Scout, serve in at least one troop office 
for at least 6 months.

• Assistant Patrol Leader is NOT an acceptable 
office; most others are acceptable.
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Requirement 5

• Eagle Project Documentation
– Only submit the actual workbook text with 

your Eagle Application: 
• The project plan, description, outcome, and all 

approval and final checkoff signatures.
– Keep photos, letters of appreciation, and 

additional materials in a separate album, and 
bring them to your Eagle Board of Review.
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Requirement 6

• Personal statement
• Scoutmaster conference
• Signatures from self, Scoutmaster, and the 

troop committee chair
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The Dreaded 18th Birthday
• All “work” must be finished

– 6 months as Life, and in a troop position
– All merit badges
– Eagle Project fully signed off
– Scoutmaster conference

• Eagle Board of Review may occur up to 3 
months after the 18th birthday
– 3-6 month delay requires an explanation
– 6+ month delay requires petition to National
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Final Checklist
• The Council has produced 

a checklist of Eagle 
application requirements
– Identifies the common 

problems noted here.
– Lists other details that you 

should be careful to address 
in your application.

• Where to find it
– In your Life to Eagle packet
– On-line at the Council web 

site
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Submitting the Application
• Troop leader must collect the application 

materials:
– Scout’s application
– Text and approval portions of the Eagle 

Project Workbook (omit photo pages and 
extra material)

– Confidential letters
• Leader submits the materials to the 

Council service center.
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After Submission
• Council verifies the application information

– Dates must match those in official records
– Dates must be consistent between merit 

badges and ranks
– Eagle dates must occur before the scout’s 

18th birthday
• If errors are found, the application comes 

back to the unit, and then to the scout.
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Final Processing
• Once the application is approved, it is sent 

to the District Advancement Committee.
• Committee arranges and conducts the 

Eagle Board of Review.
• Once complete, the District sends the 

application form itself back to the Council.
• Council submits the final application to 

National electronically.
• After National approval, Eagle credentials 

are sent to the Council, then to the Troop.



And you’re done!
Congratulations!
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