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How to UseThis Pamphlet 
The secret to successfuUy earning a merit 

badge is for you to use both the pamphlet and 
the suggestions of your counselor. 

Your counselor can be as important to you as a 
coach isto an athiete. Use all ofthe resources 
your counselor can make available to you. This L..j 
maybethe best chancoyou will havetolearn 
aboutthis particular subject. Make lt count. - 	 -- 

If you or your counselor feels that any information 
in this pamphlet is incorrect, please let us know. - 

' 	 Please state your saurce of information. 	 4 
Merit badge pamphlets are reprinted annually 

and requirements updated regularly. Vour 
suggestions für improvement are welcome. 

0 

1 	Who Pays forThts Pamphlet? 
This merit badge pamphlet is one in a series 

of more than 100 covering all kinds of hobby and 
career subjects. lt is made available für you to buy 

as a service of the national and local councils, Boy 
Scouts of America. The costs of the development, 	

4 
J1 	writing, and editing of the merit badge pamphlets are f 

paid für by the Boy Scouts of America in order to bring 
you the best book at a reasonahle price. 

4 	Send comments along with a brief statement about yourself to 
Pilots and Program Development, S272 

l3oyScoutsofAmerica.1325WestWalnutHill Lane•lrving,TX75038 
If you prefer, you may send your comments to merit.badge@Scouting.org . 
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Requirements 
Read the Declaration of lndependence. Pav dose attention 
to the section that begins with "We hold these rruths to 
be seif-evident" and ends with "to provide new Guards 
for their future security." Rewrite that sedtion in your OWfl 

words, making it as easy to understand as possible. Then, 
share your wriling with your merit hadge counselor and 
discuss the importance of the Declaration to all Americans. 

2. Do TWO of the following: 

a. Select two individuals frorn American history, one a 
political kader (a president, senator, etc.) and the other 
a private citizen (a wriier, religious leader, etc.). Find 
out about each person's accomplishmeuts and corupare 
the contributions each has made to America's heritage. 

b. With your counselor's approval, choose an organiza-
tion that has promoted some type of positive change 
in American society. Find out why ttiC organization 
believed this change was necessary and how it helped to 
accotnplish gte change. Discuss how this organization is 
retated tu events or situations from America's past. 

c. With your counselor's approval, interview two veterans 
of the U.S. mii)uny. Find out whnt their experiences 
were like. Ask the veterans what they believe 
they accomplished. 

d. With veur counselor's appro'al, interview three people 
in your commuuity of different agos anil occupations. 
Ask these people what Anierica means to them, what 
they think is suecial about this countiy, and what 
American traditions they feel are itttportant to preserve. 
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3. Da the foz 

a. Se!eci :.. 	 he Jnitec! 3s thas ic cur 
renhiv 	: 	 . o:: 	..selor whas is 

	

are re 	Saar 
aftecsecl hv ttse ev:i: andvaues of America' ; :st. 

b. For each af the fouowing .S:: r:s 	::n. t& 

about anv chanees since  
eachu:cont.: ....................: 

Unisec,  Siaes, us0 	iic 	c nativa.. :...hem. 

c. Research vour familvs histor\.  Find out h..; varions 
events and sisuasions : merican historv aifected '.our 

II vour ramliv :::nigrated 
 

to .-.: crica. teil 
reasons whv, 	re vnas 	finc .iii vour courneior. 

4. DoT.1ot.: 	II :ving: 

a. E:.::..in the N.:.:naI Register 	iistoric Places and how 
a popertv becones e cble kv ttn 	'n 	'va! 
Register of Hissoric Pic::-s. Make 
a:ea. markin 	. 	pol............istou .........c•s:. Teil a  
artv National . ccies in vour .....Sh:c he 
map wirh vai.:: - .uns ..:. i:i describe hic histor::a 
p-n5.z vo.. 	ndici.si. 

h, Research an c::t of hisiorical irnnor:c::e thas sook 
1ace in er near vour area. II coss.........tI.c 

Teil vour counselor about the ...... .......iow 
Incal hissorc Describe how sL ::i.::i - 'J then and 

..:.: 	..::: 	...-e. 

c. Find out 	n. whv, and how v.....:::. :i er neighbor- 
hood 	::.i what ei'. Illi 7 auona. 	ricial grovns 
piave ........ ......d ons ltow i..c area has 	inged ov:: 
t1e ps, 	and 1:: so eic.ain vhv. 

i. Take an active part in a prograrn i::ut an evern er 
person in .. :ierican historv. Report so vour counseior 
ahorn th€ 	the pari von took. and the subiect. 

e. Vsit 	hi::::.: ::ail er walk in vo .: area. .::er vour 
visit, .::. vour cos.: -.c1or what yi ....cc learned. 
D:scuss the impa 7 :i:ce of this locatk........ exp1  
vou think II rnighi naliy for Nation csser h.;.;;g 
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5. Do ONE 

cwres AS 712 appro-:. eid 
permisson Ot 	aunselor an c. 	:h::e sei 
in some 	:. 	..::eric:. aistc 	Describe to vm:r 
counsehr .: 	:curae each fim is with : :a:d o the 
historca 	Jei:ie and also with :i;.i -: to the 
wav t..:- :. :acters ar :)rtraved. 

h Read 	:.:iphv vi:. .ct; coii:.s:Iors app::tI o 
Kanne 	has m 	a corinbutior c  

-. ...... .. some thgs vot: 	mre abou ii:s icd- 
.:nie things o 	o admire. Epiain whv 

:s:ive or. :.egative 
cc::::::.:on to Amen: s 

c. L:ster. ::. recoiiiings o epuar sogs from Vav.oLs 
perio s 	Aterican hisror -  Share fve of these songs 
wi:h vo: counselor. 	::.:s:::: how cach soig 
ret!ecis the wav pJ:. .........: 	::. ::- iod rl w...:: -. 

was Popua -. 0 a 	 aa.ahie, ha;e a 
cov of ihe v.:: availahle. 

t. Discus vith voir iunseo the ca:ee: po - : 
Amet ::.::t her ta: 	ick s::, tha: ht:erests o .:::.. :xrlain 

für flus cc::r. Discuss wha: :...: ........ 
trg a;e ;equtred für ;ms career. 
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n ii ni 	Rno in i . 
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Introduction 
Think about this scenario: Your dad's college roommate was 
helping hirn study late one night at the dorm. They got hungry, 
but it was so late the pizza deliveiy was closed. So they had 
to drive to an all-night convenience store for snacks. On the 
way, they see one of your dad's classrnates standing beside her 
stallcd car. Your dad and his roommate offer to give her a ride 
Iirnne. Ihcy corne inside to rneet the gin's roomrnate—who, 
after a few years, becomes your moin. 

Manv events lad IC) happon for vour dad to meet your 
rnom. Tliat does not count all the events that had to happen 
for your dad's roommate to be there to heip hirn study, for the 
gin's car to break down when and where lt did, and for your 
future morn to be where she was at a certain moment in time. 

IF vou Ihink about it, history is sort of like tliat. Events of 
today are all connected to events of the past, whether the past 
is two hours ago or 200 \'cars ago. You cannot have one without 
the othcr. E'ents that h«ippened centunies ago, no matter how 
minor, prbahlv affect what is happening today. 

For instance, Michael Jordan niay be one of the greatest 
basketball piayers of all time. He began his NBA career without 
controversv, but where vouid he be without the actions of 
people ti roughout history? 

Go hack al.out 200 vears, when legal stavery in the 
South helpcd fuel the Civil War. When the war was settled. 
Reconstruction began with the intent of granting full clvii 
niglits to African Arnenic.ins. lnstead, Reconstructiou aigered 
many Southern whites, resulting in fierce racial cliscrimination 
in the South. 

AMERICAN HERITAGE 
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W.E.B. DuBois 

Southern discrimination snu rred African 
American activist W.E.B. DuBois to hi 
create the National Association for the 
Advanccnicnt of Colorcd People in 1909. 
Africau American seamstress Rosa Parks 
joined the NAACP in 1943. When she was 
arrested in 1955 after refusing to give up 
her bus seat to a white man, the NAACI' 
organized a local bus hoycott. Local minister 

lartin Luther King Jr. transformed that 
uovcott into a national movement for civil 
riglus. And many years Liter, Michael Jordan, 
an African American athiete, enjoyed the 
fruits of that movement as he became 
known as one of the greatest basketball 
players of all time. 

Of course, this example is veiy simple. 
In realitv, thousands of eveuts occurred 
an„] nlillions of people worked together 
to shape the United States into a country 
where every person truly is equal. That is 
the heart of American heritage—people and 
events affecting one another over hundreds 
of years to get us where we are today. You 
rnust understand the events of yesterclav 
to apl:)reciate and understand the events of 
today. The past causes the present. 

Understanding America ii heri t.ige is 

not about memorizing histurical dates 
and names. lt is about unLlerstanding—for 
example, understanding current events that 
surrounded the signing of the Declaratinn of 
lndependence and whv the signers bclieved 
this document was so vital to establishing 
the fundamental rights of the new republic. 
If you comprehend wilat the declaration 
meant to Americans then, you can appreciate 
how the past has influenced your present. 
Understanding your country's heritage is 
how you 'will come to truly know vhat it 
means to he an American. 

1 

Martin Luther King Jr. 
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Beginning at 
the Beginning 
During t!r TOs. Amen= 	were ourraged Aithough 
:hev had ::n loyal subi .....- ::.-. British Empire for vears. 

. - rcar 
 

-r -v we: :r..:.i ..e second -chs 
To hr: rase monev 	a war wih :ce. Frtaui 

mpose :.-•.s cm evervtt:: .  from su2ar :: :.ewspaper 
:oonists ball :: : ±. . .xes locailv, this 
..e Br ::i: .::ient—in which the 

coliansts ... 	:: T represernati :::--- 	::T:poSi.2 	Ofl  

Ehe coions.s 	:itev sI - . 	be Lrc::c 
vith the same rights and privileges 	ktis1:.:. :zens in Brdain 
i.c 	.bat was 	7 U5Z1 was nm fair. 

1. 	 L1 
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mit 

: 

$ 

King George III 

George Y4shingtQr1 

'Vi:ep 	of, nea frjm Bastcn. 
.13ah«:. dumped, ihoasand, af 

I:ar worth a 	nio the haft 
Lite-r. :he Brhish 	ondejharsv 
ov hurt kca bubern by casir 

ani dIev 
eeej 	 aaa;ved wwa 

aezrs. Arnerft&s 	rered h wha 
was 	in Besoi ccud happer- 
eIse.Uhere i n America. 

CokruaI eaders Tarme the hrs: 
CanpnenaI Caagress :a aJiress wha: 
thv feh were un fair :act: L: Brair 

was 7  a:t erenonüc prsure 
tance. v 	i:ig 

rsh :rod i-•—.s. tha B:an 	LI 

e tonrinemal Congress Jrew up 
of compants eo se:ii rc B:an 

Kir.: eorc 	1 Ti-  :. was h:te !a.. 
:•ndence; ihe :crs 	waned 
rewrne :: Irte wav thev !ai teen. 

Kg George neer rc'oed 
to 	 -. 

i. he aeciared a sate ei rebelhon 
- :a1ones 	afer cok'nisrs 

ressted th 	:t:sh au€ 	. 
mihtarv 

 
stures .: Iexno . .......1 

B vea:s ei: kng ai:c a 
onaI tr3de. 

. 	. :..... .............-: 	:rge 
\VshirgjoLk 	ed ha: &evwere 
hghrng far :her hasc rghs wihin :he 
Bnrsh Empire. h was a cii ;:n not a 
war o: ndepenence. Bu: mat feeling id 
no as: 1homa- P'es C-:cv 
fhs :.hhsi'.:. . 	• rv 	ersua&d 
rnanv A eria 	 :.de ........... 

!' June i77: - ..nirtee as 
(lem to wre 	inanimjus 
Eux 	 170 Ihneen linsei fixes 

wo ca1rhis .:TJmertt 
ihe ependeno 
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The Deciaration of Independence 
As you read the deciaration and put it into your own words, 
you will notice that lt can be broken down into five basic parts. 

The Introduction. This teils the reader that the deciaration 
will explain the causes of America's rieed tor independence 
from Great Britain. 

The Preamble. This spells out the hi'ic human riglits to which 
the colonists beiieved everyone was t'ntitied. lt states that when 
people are denied these basic rights, lt is their duty to overthrow 
and break free of whoever is denying them these rights. 

The Body (first section). This is a list of "abuses" put forth 
by the king onto the colonists. 

The Body (second section). This is a staternent that the colo-
nists bad tried everything in solve these problems with Britain, 
without any luck. 

The Conclusion. This states that because of these conditions, 
it is the coionists' right to separate frorn Britain. lt declares the 
states free from the British Empire. The 56 men who signd the 
Deciaration of independence knew full well that the penalty 
tor it lt they were caught hy the British wouid be death. 

When von read the Declaration of Independence, ask yourself 
the folluwitig questions: 

• What rights did the coionists believe 	 . 
they bad? 

• Who gave them these rights and who could 
take them away 

• What purpose did the government serve in 	j 
securing huse rights? 

• Where did the government get its power' 

1 he Deciiration of independene has 	 { 
inspired peopie in other countries in fight for 
basic iglits, and lt has inspired Americans to 
continuc fighting for what they believe are 
the basic human rights they are entitied to. 
As recentiy as 1963, Martin Luther King Jr. 
invoked the document as a wav to show that 
all Amercans—especiilly Af ican Americans 
belog discriininated against because of their 

AMERICAN HERITAGE 	13 



race—deserve freedorn. King stated: 1 have a drearn that one 
da tnis nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its 
creed: We hold these truths to be -,elf-evident: that all men are 
crealed equal." 

Preamble to the Deciaration of Independence 
.. We hold these truths to be seif-evident, that all men are created 

equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 

Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness-
That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, 

deriving their just powers from the conserit of the governed—that 
whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, 

lt is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish lt, and to Institute new 

Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its 
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their 

Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments 
long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; 

and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more dis-

posed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by 
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long 
train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object 

evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, lt is their 
right, lt 15 their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide 
new Guards for their future security." 

14 	AMERICAN HERITAGE 



Symbolizing Independence 
With the D:ation of lndete:cnce. he 13 clonies stated 
their intc: 	parate from 	cou!:.iv. But to 
become truiv independent, America needed its own symbols to 
estalsi an idec::: apart from that of C,1, 1- . t Bri:. 

svmho!s 	the tjnited States re::esent J -  countrv's 
core beliefs 	values. whe 	means to be an 

of thesc 	h3ve chged over the vears, 
to 	the c.r::: ............es wt:i hc ccunt. As 

Stucy :\meriCaS sy:..: s. 	;rnpot. 	:rn:ik about 
‚;ht Americas core values and beliefs mean to different 
.::'ricans. \V -.::. 	s::.bols mean to people when thev 

e first adcp 	.Jc .ey mean todav? 

The American Flag 
The flag that filet 	front of vour 
school or vour tc,:: hall is not the 

:e one that colonists fought under 
Revolution. In 

:e United States 
imes to reflect 

the changing country. 
The first ofc.l U.S. 

approved in 177 7 . Ö re ete: the 
13 colonies, the fiag had 13 horizon-
tal sr::es and 13 stars i 	:;e Ca::t, 

or upper corner. There v:as no c-
cia! design of the stars, so several 
patterns existed. 

The Stars and Stnpes was Francis 
Scott Keys inspiration to write "The 
Star-Spangled Banner" in 1814. 



In 1795, two more stars and two rnore stripes 
added to rep:cent the newest s:es, Vermont and 	v. 

The most recent In 1818, after 	..'e more states had been admitted t. 

change to the flag CngRss 	c:ided that 	c fag vou10  
::umher c 	would rc:1T 

was in 1960, after z , ates. So: -. 1 	you mav see additional 	‚::ccs to the 
Hawaii became a tS.c. 	inst.:::e. 	an American territory such as Puerto Rico 

i s ü aited i.ae union. 
J.S. state. The U.S. flag is the 1;mate symbol of this countr's free- 

dom. lt i:s.ired Francis Scott Ke: 	1::te "The Star-Spangled 
svmbolizes f:eooin, not oniv for Arnericans, 

around the 

Piedge of Allegiance 
1 oledge alleoiance to mv F!ae ard the Repubbc for which it 
s:.:is; one 1:: ;:divie. 	ibertv an -, :.::e for all.' 
That .vas the orig;r 	Piedge of Allegiance, as 	.shed in 1892. 

924. 	:hase 	F!a" was 	w::h "tls fag 
thzo:J:. .:ws .jf Ar:e::a. The plec: c::1::: offTa in 

1942 but unco: 	one more change in 1954, when President 
Dwig D. Ei 	:c.v 1 	:ie phnse 	Ca:." And 
there . aiwa 	c- 	:::':', .iat th.2,  p.cag€ 	undergo 
more change  

1 
Some people believe the phrase "under God" violatesAmerica's 
Separation of church and state. In 2002, a man sued the 
governrnent to take out the phrase. On Flag Day two years 
later, the Suprerne Court dismissed the case.The ruling ensures 
that students wiN continue to be able to recite the piedge in its 
current form at school. 

16 	AMERICAN HERITAGE 



The Great Seal and Bald Eagle 
Look on the back of a doior bill, an :au 	 : 
will see the front and back of the Great 
Se: of the United Sro:o 	:o:ed in 
172 after sx yers 	and 
debates. :ho: sea :o: 	o: the coun- 
trv's core values and heliefs. 

The :iginal design called fcr ort 
imperial eogle, but early Americoos 
decided that the seal should be 

American. That is .: hort the 
;\1:lericafl bald ea&e b.me the 
:r.hn element 0:1 :ho :ant of the seal. -- 

1 

In one talon is a bundle of 13 arrows 	 -- - 

irooresenting the 13 colonie. 	o—her. 	 -- 	 j 
olive branch. In its mouth. 

holds an ins:: ::tion: E Plun 	1': :zrn, 	In the Great Seal, the olive branch 

vh;ch is La:::' :or "out o o:o::'. one" 	and arrows symbolize the power 
 h 	 of both peace and war. 

• cm n pe:': 'le. 
The revorse side of the seal shc'-;s a 13-'step, ui7::ished 

:::amid represe"7og tho original 13 coionie oi 
the country mlwavs huilding and chao10 1 

and the motto over it, Armuit Coeptis ("He has favored our 
undertakings. allude to cih::o—or God's—intc;':cntiori in 
the suceess .7 :he countoy. The letters and numbe:s on the first 
step of :he o::omid are Roman numerals for 1776, the vear 
the Declaration of Independence was signed. The motto Novus 
Ordo Seclor::: "a r:c.v order of the ages," signifies a new era 
of Americat: :'.]uer.:-'. 

In GodWeTrust 
Reholon has alwol;s plaved a role in America's heritage. 

ho:n of reliizlo::—al.o'.ving ci:loens to worship how  
e of the core values :.:000 	 1• 

;.'OS formed. The four:.::c  

:e.Te poc: bad guioc:: oe::: :1 their 	. .. 
figh.: - 'r independence, so it is no surprise that references 	._ 

to C:h appear in the Decioration of Independence,  
natic::al motto, and the o.::ionai anthem. The Consth.oion, 
however, delibe:o:ely makes no reference to any lh:id of deit\'— "In GodWeTrust 

another guarantee of every American's freedom of religion. 

AMERICAN HERITAGE 	17 



	

The :::: - ise "In God 	'Ihist" began appearing on 

:•::s:n 	.. 	Clvii War, In 1908, leg- 
Americans 	islatie,;:c 	nanca::; 	 tl-ie 'ot 	on a!! 'oins 

adopted "The 	issued in the United S:2s, a: 	:. 	55 th.......:o w 	.Jded 
to all paper ir 	:11. In 1956, "in God .. 'Frust" 

Star-Spangled 	hecavr aur naiio: 	::'.::to. 

Banner" as their 	 national 	las been challenged in court at least 

three tirnes. Sonie people are :cerned that the ':o: ...... 
national anthem 

 

more than a 	tha: :c .::: ‚ not j.  
tion of Ai::.'::ca's her:., in whi: 	ehgion Ls::e. ..... 

century before 

Congress made it 	The National Anthem 

official in 1931 	in 1814, Ainerica was at .': 	with Britain OflCC again. A Iaw- 
yer named Franci Sott Kev bad hoarded a British ship 10 

trv to f:•e a friend and becarne ta:' 	.'. 	.e of the 
battle - am the shin, he watchec ‚zY'.' i;:s:: 	.d upon 
Fc':':.'.t ........... '  in 	:imore. Marv 

f 
. 	 one night, the 	stopped. Had Ole Arne: :r1s 

sv. 	 ed? Hrl 	gr::;: u..en tip? As th s:::: bri: 1 to 
risc. 	saw :: .'•.::::a: 	was still flyi:: 	h:ah 	the 

fc :F',' United States had von the  

tc . 	 ;' jrt M'He:'.:.." a title 

‚....nner 

Francis Scott Key 
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The Star-Spangled Banner 
By Francis Scott Key, W i 4 

o say, can you see, by the 	o n s sank, 

What so proudly we hIailld a 	ght'slas -, 	mng 

Whose broad stripes snd bOi str, tro :he poous oght, 

O'er the rampart we 	ach, 	e( 	So 	aant/ strsm'o7 

And the rockets rec oare. the 	cmos orstno n 

Gave proofthrc t°e 	thaL Der 	;as et 	ther-. 

Osay,doesthatst-sangledoenneret wave 

O'erthe land ofthefree andthe home ot tn 

5' 

the rernans of a Bhtieh-Arneriean naval batte, Francis 
to write 

AMERICAN 1-IERITAGE 	19 
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Fleritage at Home 
are known around tI: 	‚vodd ior their independent 

iaü 	aad hinovative ider 	cherist 	!.er &t! 	ct 
and speak as thev please—:s .:::: 	a.s it doe 	.. .i ht: 	:ne To find out howto 
eise. Amer.: ::s know that with hard, honest work, the possh earn more about 

dtties - 	.- mcv can achi€'e at• 
ies have heen asoci 	:. 	.:ie [Jnited States your OWfl family 

since d 	.... ....beg.s±ng, 	::.:-: 	.:::: `0 all hetageseeffie 
freec:::, and that ir...r::.:: 	::::. 	:o be 

Aecans.Iing i 	defend their 	ruv an resources section 

atthe end ot 
Family and Freedom this pamphlet. 
Xc matter 	vour famE 	: arne over on the Ma -  ::rcr or if vou 
are zhc 	: t ne: z::: in vour familv to be 	- 	.itedir 
S..tes. vour fanuiv hisrorv is imporr -.: 	:adersanc:. how 

:- ur farnilv came to the United Sta: 	.:::: 	vhat CN 	::.ences 
the: 	- ad c.:.:: 	:::i: 	:::.. 	un::.:.: 	American herita:: 
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Immigrants amving at Eflis Island 

:e :anve pecpe whv; 	 .•.: 	 ir.pe 	ardt 

bsT an±e. a:nvei 	.er - 	 ±e5r f' 	r 

. e ,--a 	a ha:', 	e, as m 	~ vin and Enr'pean :Tmr3n 
.)OS Or tev 	„ul have 	•e 	t: a 

ur:v . 	 an A'ncn 	ave 

3uIt 
:e as :: ?Zeends M ihe 	 JrCnng . 	 a prs 	r ena 

gi 	r vmen. cn 	m!v cat. 	her ve 
hea'is ead'em . 	 . 	 . 

!elps VCJ 	ders:: 	.vn; 	:r 	date3 3 
a -nE 	aartof iz 	rea. 	epe 	;ng rea. Eves, 	Ve a.:.::—n. 

matr 	yv 	na—anez: tne :u:.;re. 

vcur :: 	 :Aus - : 	ta:ng ........ 
pa:err, E:i w when and vbre thv wve bem. whe:e the -v 
gre.v up. 3nd hv hv niet. .-kk Ihm vhar :1ir een:s 
afcei ther liv -s ani h@w "he, 	rJe 	............Se 
hev 	a--.-e .apv 	 omok at, such  

dea:h cer....... ts or a ianu: .:. 	 v:h 	an: 
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Researching your family history 
goes beyond learning about 
American heritage. Knowing 
about your family's rote in 

history the 	of this country 
can teach you about what 
American ideals and 
traditions are important tc 
your family—things that 
you can proudty pass dov n 
to your own children. 

Ask other relatives—especially older ones—the same ques-
tions. Talk to vour grandparents about where thev came from, 
an -  iving reIvcs :an interview 
as 	 :orcs Jout Ihei - 	gving 
up as h rheir parents ar. Iparents were like. 
\Vhere did the: ra'v up? Vh.:t did the\ io for ah - g? How 
dic :articlpare in the ......c events öi the 

::.litions did thev 1:a. 	Make sure to rczd 
interviews so you do not forget anything. 

Ask vour relatives to show you some old family photographs 
and teil you what they remember about the lives of the 
relatives pictured. 

For more 

information about 

researching 

your family's 

history, read tFie 

Genealogy merit 

badge pamphlet. 

The resources 

listed at the end 

ofthis pamphlet 

will give you some 

information, too. 
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Family Research Resources 
There are many genealogical societies and organizations that can help 
you in your search.The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Samts 
operates the Family History Library and more than 4,000 branch librar-
ies called Family History Centers.Their files contain millions of family 
names.You can see what kinds of records they have online, and volun-
teers at the centers can help you find the information you are looking 
for—just do not ask them to do the research for you. 

The American Family Immigration History Center provides infor-
mation about the 22 million passengers and ships' crews who passed 
through NewYork Citys Ellis Island between 1892 and 1924. For instance, 
if you think your great-great-grandmother arrived from Europe sometime 
around 1901, chances are that her passenger record is on file. Plugging 
in her name at the center's website may call up her date of arrival, how 
old she was, what town and country she came from, her port of depar-
ture, and her marital status. 

r  TTT
1 TT 

 

we 
- 

Defending Freedom 
Amerc:s 'eitage also !-as been mo1c:: 
defense 	liberties oev hold dear. O •:c:se. 
most 	2:: ::ed to this phase of Amercoi heritage 
are :•::s: :ha have defended lt in conflicis both near and 
31.7 	2 	:iilitarv. 
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Talking to military veterans is a great way to learn about 
what being an American means to its citizens. You probably 
know someone—or know someone who knows someonc—who 
has sen'ed or is serving in the rnilitar . These veterans ctnd active 
soldicrs usually are happy to talk about their experien:c defend-
ing the country and its values, whether in wartime or peacetime. 

Everyday People 
Nonmilitary citizcns also have strong fcelings about vhat it 
rneans >o bc an Anercan. TIleIr views can chffcr 1nLiing 
on their ages. Consider what effect growing up in differellt  
time periods will have on citizens. For example, think about 
bw growing up during one of the following periods of histoiy 
\•vould have affected you. 

• 	

. 

• 	 .. 

• 	• 	.i 	 ‚ 

. 	 . 	... 
1 	 - 
P 	. 	: 

411 

Some people lost their homes dunng the 1930s and lived in 
roadside communities that sprang up on the outskirts of many 

rqc cities. 

The Great Depression (1929-1939) 
When stock market prices plummeted in 1929, many people 
were financialiv ruined. By 1932, about 30 percent ofthe 
workforce was unernployed, and by 1933, almost half of U.S. 
banks l:ad faiiecl. Americans learned to be extremelv frugal, 
sving noney as best they couid. Many kept heir monev in 
their homes instead of in banks, and many depended heavily 
011 government programs for heip. 

Local Veterans 

Affairs offices 

or Veterans of 

Foreign Wars 

posts can 

recommend a 

veteran whom 

you could 

interview. See 

the resources 

section atthe 

end ofthis 

amphlet for 

more information. 
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World War 11(1941-1945) 

When Japanese forces attacked Hawaii's Peari Harbor on 
Decemher 7, 1941, Americans rallied to defend their country. 
America immediately entered World War II, and the U.S. Arrny 
quickiy expauded from abont 1.6 million soldiers to about 
8.3 million. Civilians who traditionally were not part of the 
\vorkk)ce—mosdv women and African Americans—took 
posdions in factories to help support the troops. 

Although most of America was united in the war, other 
groups were not allowed to participate. For instance, under what 
was calied national securitv, many Japanese Aniericans were 
rouitded up and hciU in inleroment camps. They were hasicaily 
prisoners because of their Japanese descent. In recent cars. the 
U.S. govemment has made reparations to many of the Japanese 
American families who suffered losses during that time. 

Advertising campaigns featwing Rosie he Riete eilcouraged 
women to joln the workforco during World War II, 
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The Civil Rights Movement (1950s and 1960s) 
The civil rights crisis divided the country like no other issue 
since the Civil War. In the souffiern states, African Americans 
\verc not alloved to attend school or eat in rcsaurants with 
vhies---•-even their dnnking u) 	Ms and rcstrooms were 

separate. Blacks bad more freedom in the northern states, but 
discrimination still was evident in thines like ernplovment and 
housing. Clvii rights deinonstrations alten turned vinient. Riots 
snmeiinles broke out as leaders on hoth sides tried to defend 
their beliefs, lt was not until the Clvii Rights Act of 1964 and 
the Votin Rights Act of 1 %5 that serious orogress was made 
tov.ud 'qual 1i(m11 , 10 1, 1 H ne aces. 

The Korean War (1950-1953) 
This war placed many Arnericans at the forefront of the battle 
against communism, as North Korea invaded South Korea. 
While Ameneas pres.ence in the war was short-hved, it was 
among the deadtiest for American soldiers. 

Boom in Califomia (1950s-1960s) 
America's population boomed after World War 11, and California 
was perbaps aft'ecred most. Its CIlOS exploded with new housing 
and highways, and many icons of American cuiture migrated 
ran New Yok to Los Angeles. Among die rost notahle arrivais 

to the new West Coast scetie were teievsion pruductioi studios 
and Brooklyn's beioved basehil team. the Dodgers. 
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The Space Race 

Unul 957. wiien the RussLins aunched Sputnik 1, the first 
Astronaut Neu 	 ‚. 	 . 

space s1teHtc, A eu:ajus rclied on je-  test pulots to reach new 

Armstrong, the 	frontiers in fhght. Their spirits soared with hope after President 

first man to step 	
John F. Kenncdy's optirnistic romise to land on the meon 

h the end ot the 1 960s. His vson was reached in July 1969, 
on the moon, was 	when Apollo 11 astronauts successfully landed on the moon 

an Eagle Scout. 	and returned to Earth. 

Technological Boom 
In the '50s, '60s, and '70s, Americans were treaied 

- 	chnologica1 arivances that \vere cksigncu !or 

iit e convenir'nce tu their homes. Ftuti IV 

dinners to live television via satellite, 

advancernents resillted 

nd t'meduacvfor 
- 	 the average Arnencan. 
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The 1970s 
Americans' morale seemed to dip during 
this decade because of 	ts. The 

cew unpc :'.s: - are and 
.• 	::s began :; 	why 

c:e fighting. The V:: :c:e scandal 
7resident 2c:. 	on to resign 

was 	". -,ering up a 
:1 at ivai's hcquarters. The 

countrv also plunged into a deep reces-
sior.. .vhich price highoil 

:ced cars 	1: 	up fci :c ::s at 
gas stations. 

Interviewing Tips 
Ifyou 	n.nse either op:'r 2L or 22 d, here a re 	cm 	- s to 

r'nL-r as you rLn  

Wno'm coming up with cnje ons to nk oncce sta'n th te fwe VS 

aid Hthat journ1si s jO c g ece.' SI 

o hy, and how. Questions mat sn rt o'n tOos 	crds .' 	op sc -  tt'e 

emory of the person you are fl r o 	n a cc t e ‚ 	ne m 

ink ofotherintcrEntin cst 

tL 	ou ot 	s fst sh 	tc 	 ccc a 	mcc 

hc. 	e.Tnn, il 	her 	 cc cu nrnceed cc 

cfdcutl t'ouo c-povonq quemdcns. 

cnmr questcn so nct tne nesur, cu mcc• cc tOr t'Org rn US 

oith more 	 0« •flfltO 0« SUCh C  ques- 

n 	be "TeH mc 	0  cnoyod %,Pur 	n tre Nec, 

CO Dm Ho 	e oUr service ; + 

'. 	 j0« n s «.( 	 cc 'norm spoho' 3nd 0«' 

ccve ''E S' -  Ecc D«« 

Rcc.or'c chc 	r,m-cc, Mac s 	cc gm oecmsso fcom ccu hter- 

cc s+hcc-ct hrct. MOST o'oc- cc« toc ms  0«c ccc cc ‚cr«e droc 

CO'CCtC mrc.',s. anö cecong cctnc. co chH ncecc sncc '0 L d  

not rons 

AMERICAN HERITAGE 	29 



9 

zz 

; 
Taken at the U.S. Capitot in Washington, D.C. 



Power of the People 
Not all history makers need to be Geor \Vashugron or Martin 
Luther King Jr. While these rnen certaiuft left tiieir fingerprints 
on Arnericm historv, many ordinary citizens have made lasting 
impressions as weil. 

From Ordinary to Extraordinary 
Our 39th president, Jimmy Carter, may be about the most shining 

example of "ordinary to extraordinary" He was born in 1924 and grew 
up in rural Georgia. Carter was educated in the public school system 

and later attended Georgia Southwestern College, the Georgia Institute 
ofTechnology, and the U.S. Naval Academy. He also did graduate work 
in nuclear physics at Union College in NewYork. 

His father was a farmer and business owner; his mother, a nurs. 

In 1953, after his father's death, Jimmy Carter resigned from his com-

mission with the U.S. Navy to take care of the family business. His 

interest in education eventually led him to politics. Carter served as 

U.S. president from 1977 to 1981. During that time, his administration 

focused on foreign relations, human rights, and environmental issues. 
Since leaving office, Carter has continued his service to the public 

and to those who are less fortunate. He teaches Sunday school ard 
does volunteer work for many organizations, among thom Habitat 

for Humanity. 

Lawyer Francis Scott Key probably had no idea that his 
poem would someday become America's national anthem. 
lndepencience, freedom, and innovativeness are all associated 
wirb die United States, and even the most "average" American 
citizens have become kno\vn for working to further the ideals 
of their country. 
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The President and the Preacher 
Learning about how public and private citizens have changed 
history can be as e;sy as going lo the library. Decide what urne 
peti)d vou are intc.rcsted in, or ask the librarian for a 
rccornrnendation, and then head over to the librarvs 
biography section. 

voo choose option 2a, you rnight consicler comparing 
two tigures irorn sirnilar tirnes in histarv, such as I'reotent 
John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr. Both men worked 
to promote :he values of the United States, but each had a 
unique approach. 

John F. Kennedy 
The orandson of a Boston mavor, John Fitzgorald Kennedy had 
a (rit1ge of public ser'cce. Kecined\ pla000Lt 330 cocomlng a 
teacher or a writer after his service in World War II, but when 
his polflicalh arobitions brother Joe was killed, John Kennedy 
changcd caeer piar3s. 

Kennedy served three terrns in the U.S. House of 
Representaives and VaS later elected to the U.S. Senate. Ile 
professed rf ,  renresen de values of regular Arnericm1s and 
pshe.i 	cner workcng conditcans, more public: housing, 
higher wages, and lo\ver prices. 

Kennedy understoncl the power of thc peope. On the eve 
of the 1960 )restdc'ntIa cNoction, he hccpi0 re2a5e Macn 
Luther King Jr. frorn prison. The resuiting support frorn African 
Arnericans mac have helped Kennedy hecorne the youngest 
Arnerican presdent. 
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As president. Kennedy chanipioned rnanv causes he felt 
would strez:LT :icrica, includi:: 	:he Peace Corps and 
the :s;ace p: . ...a:r. 	1: sup:red t-'- 	righ:s 	.: 
be.ng t. . 	 J. 	..flpOtdii 

to 
 5i:: 

best way tc as 	st a free and 	.:c:cttic socie: 	such 
as America. Yet during this time, African Americans were 
not res 

Ke:s:ss: was worried that activists protests and dem 
. .'.:uld anger white people and create ressance 

tov:s:s. 
a 	. 	 ............... . .sion  
ns:ss ..s. 	:s cr.s:. 	1s:s 	: -.c 	.:as founded 
bv rnen of .s..s:':sr.ic:s nd backgrounds," he said. "lt was 
fousssed 0:5 	.... .:• 	 all men ae created equa. and 
th: :e righ:s' .::; :s:a:s .se dimini 	d when the rg:::s of 
one man a: 	:h:.stened." 

S01:- Kennedy started ga::i:. s...s'port fron: :'oth 
Democ:.:s:s: ;i Republicans for a c:v:: 	zhs:'rogram. T:sc pro- 
post 	c:ss:on was maks:iz rouns :h::s 	J:s:gress wien 
Re 	....... .sssassinated on November 22, 1963. lt would be 
up:.s h 	:epta«:':st. L ndon Baines Johnson, to usher the 

bill 5:552 	.2V. 

In his inaugural speech in January 1961, President Kennedy implored Americans: 
"Ask not what your country can do tor you—ask what you can do for your country." 
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Martin Luther King Jr. 

Groving up ' e South. M artin Luther l<tng Jr. thought th' 
ut r3ce vnormal. As a -  - : ..t. he vtied 

w 	 -. eatn together 
.'g th 	hut:: This 	z 	'. .\neuca ''i 

to ho, he  

	

Kin- -a .. 1 Iav .eJtcne 	- 	t Itunatev 

	

foi'ta.. 	g 
An eloquent speaker, K . ouid 

1 	 rch 
 

members sptruuaiiv, hut he also c ouid 
tnein tu 	-nd equaluv. 

l'ng's fi rst test caute in 195 
vJ1en he 	.- cn: 	tu - .-.. hu 	- - 

	

tgotnerv..\ic 	la. a'ter 

- 	-- 	
.--:ta  

y 
 but 

Kino 

 -'' ' iiiiii t he 
- 

	

	
- --------------- 	3 \ear later .   

~ li zina- 

-- 	
- : aern Christ i an L 	rhip 

- 	 1 - - 	cc.  
Rosa Parks' refusal to 	. •s up her bus sea 	 - 	- -- - - - --- - --------- - -- - - -  . -- 
to a white man helped spark the beg,nnrng 
of the clvii rights movement 	 . 	 - --- - ------. 	 - 

rot beheve the gwernme -. -...;: ... 	- -. 	- h ------------------- - 

can 1.. h men v 	c thi ...v canno 	-------------------- - 
-\ - 	- -‚ 	. dangerous. He nz irreted manv umes 

•------------------------- : -...:.- 	- 	- 	s tv 	 tu 
iicnv how nuh he beiieved 	-- .: .\merica could be. 

amid 
othet 	- 	- .. 	orga.:.c 	e \trr -  

Ort A . - 	. ' -)63, Amemcans v  
-bot! --- - ------- 	came 

t c ,2 -. 	- 	•._ 	rd t- . : 	: --------- .. 	.. - 	 ost 
 -  - ------------ da 	:-..: 	 .:::s •. -- 	CCV! - 

Act c •-b4 was passed. The •:.ng R!ghN .-\c.' a-. p. -. d a 
vcir taLer. 
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Duriny die March on WaslunyLoll in 1963, Martin Ludei King Jr. delivered his famous 
"1 have a drearn" speech, saying, 1 have a dream that my four children will one day 
live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the 
content of their character." 

In 1 1,1 08, Kino, was assissinaicd in Tennessee. However, the 
civil rights move uent his ii it in uod. 

Ring and Ronnedy hoti 	swered a call to service: Kennedy 
in the military and politics, Ring in the ministrv. ihey hoi h 
were povcrful spcakersa od knew how to use nie medium of 
television tu lieir ativ tage. ltoth mcii had dennite ideas of 
how America should be. In a sense, it was the same America, 
one \vhcte' e'vorvofle had equal enport000ies tu succved and 
be nee. BLI1 ihov had different \vays of acinevuig thcir goais. 
Kennedy wanted to cisc the law. Ring wanted 10 mobilize the 
peopic. Both methods '.vnrked. In fact, bo;h niethods prohibly 
were uecessary 10 achieve the ultimate goal of racial equality. 

AMERICAN HERITAGE 	35 



Ordinary People Who Made a Difference 
Ciara Barton (1821-1912). "Angel of the Civil War battle-

field" and founder of the American Red Cross. 

Cäsar Chävez (1927-1993). Helped organize a Union of 

Hispanic and Filipino farm workers in 1962. 

Fredenck Douglass (1817-1895). Born a slave and 

became the first black man to stand boldly against 

slavery in America. 

Bob Hope (1903-2003). Comedian and actor who 

entertained several generations, including U.S. sol- 

diers overseas in service to their country. 	 Fredeiick Douglass 

Barbara Jordan (1936-1996). Powerful orator and the 

first African American woman elected to theTexas Senate 

(1966) and U.S. House of Representatives (1972). 

Helen Keller (1880-1968). Education reformer, lecturer, and 

writer who lost her sight and hearing at age 19 months. 

Thurgood Marshall (1908-1993).The first African 

American justice to sit on the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Thomas Paine (1737-1809). English-born philosopher V 
whose pamphlet Common Sense argued for complete ! 

American independence from Britain. 

Saily K. Ride (1951-2012).The first American woman 
Thomas Paine 

in space, as a crewmember of the space shuttle 

Challenger in 1983. 

Jackie Robinson (1919-1972). African American base- 

ball player whose athletic prowess and determination 

helped break the color barrier in major-league sports. 

Sam Walton (1918-1992). Businessman and entrepre- p 
neur whose centralized distribution System allowed 

his stores to buy high volumes of brand-name goods "  

and seil them at discount prices. Jackie Robinson 

Tiger Woods (1975-). Multiracial professional golfer 

whose exceptional play has made him the youngest 

player ever to reach such heights in the Sport. 
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Join Up 
The actions of rnanv peoplc working toward a common goa! can 
niake a luge d frnence. MCimns of Airerican helped the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 come to fruition. Each individual contributed 
in some way. 

That is why people often join organizations. They have 
an issue that is imporLmt to them. They want to work with 
other people who feel the same way so that they can make a 
differcnce in American society. Thev may werk to heip a local 
poiiticdi candidate get elected. They may volunteer to teach 
children to read. They may help organize marathons to raise 
monev for disease reseuch. Or they may write letters to gov-
ermnent loaders tu urge them to vote a certain way. 

lt sometimes is hard to see how one person can make a 
difference. But one person working with other people tovard a 
common cause can truly lead to changes. One example is the 
National J\ duhon Society. Because of tue etforts of, thousands 
of people, American wildlife has a better chance of survival. 

In 1886, George Grinnell, the editor of Forest and Strearn 
magazine, asked his readers to sign a piedge promising not to 
lurt birds. When about 40,000 people agreed, the Audubon 
Society for the Protection of Birds was founded. Membership 
grew so quickly that Grinnelt was unable to keep pace with the 
growth. Ten vears later, the Massachusetts Auduhon Sociey 
was started when cousins Harriet Hemenway and Mirna Hall 
urged people to stop wearing feauhered hats in order to halt 
the kiliing of hirds. Soon people in more and more states were 
forminz 'ganhzations under the name of the Audubon Society. 

Bv 1901, a national organization, the National 
Commiuee of Audubon Societies--now known as the 
National Audubon Soci —wi5 born. with the pur-
pose of protecting native birds and other wildlife. 

In 1901, the Florida Audubon Society discovered 

a colony of brown pelicans—the last of their 

kind—an the east caast of Florida The society 

began a aampain to protect the pelicans. 

Two years later, PresidentTheodore Roosevelt 

named Pelican Island as the first National 

Wildlife Refuge. 

National Audubon 

Society members 

believe that the 

United States 

always has had a 

special relation-

ship with its land. 

They believe that 

protecting and 

conserving the 

land and the crea-

tures that live on 

it helps preserve 

our American 

heritage. 
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Your Friendly, 
Neighborhood Heritage 
Let's say you live in Stiliwater, Oklahom..the home of 
Okhama State Ur:ersitv. Researchr: ....e town's his:,::: will 
show vou 	ii started du - 	S59 Oklahoma land 
rus!'. 	v......c 	..e'rnent openei .p 	ian Te trv to 

ctlement stod be cen t.::•c:eks 
bu vas miles from 	rilroad, which could bring in suppiles 
an' 'eople, so the $2c-: lobbied for a new land-grant col- 

In help increae he .rea's importance. In 1890, Oklahoma 
A&M College (now OSU) was founded. \hthout the college, 
the :-v: af Stillwaterrhght have disappeared—and you would 
be 	zomewliere eie. 

-... ing about your towns history can bring American 
hecge ahe by showing 	how v--ur life tchv: has been 

. 	 e pagt !mpor:t questDns can cone up as you 
..eh vour e..: 	o:. or ince, in the Stillwater 
example. you F: ....'he: .vhat industry developed in the tcvu 
to make lt .vh her.ened to the American Ind .... 
who were 	:hceh .vhe: vhhe settlers rushed in, or whehee 
African Americans, who were no longer sla'es but often not 
grante. hr 	:h:hs as .vhhr-. ':ere aiowed tc chim land. 
Findine 	::r. 	:u thc :eh:s hr :esr will heI:- vu under- 
stand .vh at your town was like when it began—and who 
contributed to its historv. 

Town Secrets 
libran,  is a great place to find informa-  

tion about your town's historv. The libc.:v can 	 . . 	.; 	. 
prcv!e you with hooks '.vitter. !‚': locai Ihistorians  
or hIer of other historirel resou: res. 

KnowinghowtheDustBowleramighthaveaffected 	- 

your town is part of understanding its history. 
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?4ost libraries also h'.e archives of the loca 1  ewo.per 
on rn::iIm 	ofter 	to the tov: 
These old nevs'ipers can introduce the 1.v: 	unc:s and 
thc Z. 	scicc!z c:: 	c cvc begi::c::: 	and tney can 
dc;:.: .:.sc:::c. c•. :s:1 :cccJ the 

F:.::.cnce, the Great Depression of the 1930s affected 
the ei:::e cc.lntrv hut par :,.-.'.-,:-':%.- 	In Oklcc:::c. the 
Du st 1 	1 Jned rnan cccs cc. ;;ced farm errd 
tc.c -  California. This pI:ccamenal disas 	 a 
d.:..ccc:d helped leih 	he Depression and ii 
ir. 	1ectS. Readirc cc:: - .c . 	cc:c 	cc:: :ec von 
recc:ch how the 	 : ....e ::1c. yc.c: - c -.vn. 

':. 

To begin your hTstorcal research, vTsit your locag museum or Iibrary. 

State 	 3u uncover 
more !-c?. ,: 

:he heritac.  
live. PIugtz-7. 	s:ce historical sccc:v name into your ve 
hrowser might iead you to a list of historical sites in vour area. 
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Internet research is fast and fun, but be sure you have your parent's permission first. 

These sites also can teil you if YOUf City or County has its own 
historical society. 

Census records have lots of statistics about the people in 
your town. These records can give you current numhers for 
population, sex. race, age, and many other facts. Start your 
research by visiting the website of the U.S. Census Bureau. 
(See the resources section for more information.) 

Census records lor past statis[ics are often archived at 
your local iibrary. You can check with your federal depository 
library, too. The Federal Depository Library Program collects 
information from all three branches of the governrnent and 
distributes it to the public for free. Almost every corigressional 
district has one. You can visit the program's website to find all 
the libraries in your state that have been designated as federal 
depositork's. (See the resources section for more information.) 
There should be one near you, but call first to make sure the 
library has the information you are seeking. 
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A San Francisco cable car 

Registered History 
When you think of San Francisco, California. what comes 
to mmd? You might think of the infamous Aicarraz Island, 
where the countrys most notorious criminals were once held. 
There is a good chance you would think of the cable cars 
that—wittuut engi!tes—amazinglv maneuver the city's hills. 
But you probably would not take particular notice of the Bank 
of flalv on Montonery Street. Started by the son of italian 
immigrants in 1904, the bank helped to rebuild San Francisco 
after the Great Earthquake of 1906. Today, vou might know it 
as Bank of America. 

- - .. 

t*It.tIuI dt UbIdtI ltd 

These sites are important 
to our American heritage, and 
they are listed on the National 
Register of Historie Plces. 
Authorized under the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 
thc register coordinates and sup-
pot 	efforts 10 identify, evai uate, 
and protect historic and archaeo-
logical resources. 
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The National Regis:cr do 	all  
There are verv specific criteria for a property to be Iisted. Above 
all, the propertv muse be significant in American history, archi-
tecture, archaeologv, and culture, The propertv also must be 
one of ehe following. 
• lt muse be associated with events that have coniributed 

significantiv to American heritage. 
• lt must be associated with important people in 

American heritage, 
lt must represent characteristics of a type, period, or €cJ 
of construction; be the work of a respected artist; or have 
artistic vaiue. 

• lt niust have the potential to result in important historical 
(or prehistoricalj information. 

Generaliv, birthplaces and grave sites of famons people, 
as weil as properties that are less than 58 years old, are not 
eligible unless they am architecturallv valuable or no other 
appropriate site can be associated wiCh that person. 

Mapping lt Out. Once you have found -' 
what National Register properties are 

in your area, plot them on a map. 

Vour map does not have to be exact, 

but it should identify major streets,  
highways, and natural resources such 

as lakes and riversYour local library, 

chamber of commerce, or realty o" - 

might be able to provide you with - 

map of your town.Your city's website 

also may have a link to a map you 

can print out; just plug in the town 

and state name in your browser to 

begin the search. 

	

With n 	than 77,000 hstings, there is a g:: ±1:: a 

	

property in 	town is hsted on the National 	You 
can enter your town's name (or vour county's name, ii vou 
live in a small eown) on the National Register's website Co find 
out what properties are there. See ehe resources section at the 
end of this pamphlet. 
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Take a Hike 
One way to expiore all this history yourself is to take a hike on a historic 
trail near where you live. For information about the BSA HistoricTrails 
Award, go to www.scouting.org/awards/awards-centralfhistoric-trails/ . 

Thereyouwilifinda fabe PF ppcton. 

1 r-1r-- 

- 

CeTebrting History 
Most towm 	cl cities have ple 
of events Co celebrate histo 
By participating in [hose 
e%ents 	oti can Iearn why 
these events are significant 
(You probablv will have 
fun cloing ehem, rnaj 
Look for evenis sur- 
rounding local heritage 
such as Mardi Gras 
m \Tev  Orleans or ehe 
return of the swallows to 
Capistrano. California, 
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Ure 
Ever since 1891, when Thomas Edison received a patent 
for his motion-picture camera, the United States has 
been a leader in the morion-picture industrv. Movie 
can reflect who we are as a countrv. Thev can shov 
the best of America, and thev can show the warst 
of America. Thev can teil stories ahorn real evems. 
and thev can show what ]ife was like during a 
certain time period, 

vlovies that deal with history shouid be 
watched carefully. Directors sometimes have a cer - 
tain point of viev ther want to get across to their 
audience. Thev mav portrav characters and events 
negativeiv or positiveiv so that the audience feels a certain 	Thomas 
way about the subject. 	 Edison 

For instance, manv American Indians were portrayed as 
villains in spaghetti' Westerns—popular, 1owbudget films of 
the 1960s that vere financed 1w Italian companies, This may 
have been because of preiudice an the Part of moviemakers, er 
simpiv to show the white characters as marc heroic. 

Other hiseorical movies may add information that never 
realiv happened. Oben this is to make the movie marc 
exciting (at least, according Ca the director). A historical movie 
sometimes can swav the audience simpiy because of what 
ii leaves aut. lt is up to vau to research and find am what 
actually happened. 

lt's not possible to fit the whole story into a movie. If 
you want to know the fuJi story, you may want to do 
some additional research and reading. 
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History on Film 
Penod Title (Rating) Vear 

American Revolution/ 1776 (G) 1972 
oIoniaITimes JohnnyTremaine (NA1 1957 

CMI War Lincoln (PG-13) 2012 
Buffalo Soldiers (PG) 1997 
Gettysburg (PG) 1993 
The Clvii War (NR) 1990 
The Red Badge of Courage (NA) 1951 
Gone With the Wind (G) 1939 

The OId West Dances With Wolves (PG-13) 1990 
Lonesome Dove (NA) 1989 
Gunfight at the O.K. C'orral (NA) 1957 

World War 1 .4 Farewell to Arms (NA) 1957 
Sergeant York (NA) 1941 
41! Quiet on the Western Front (NF 1930 

The Great —, he Journey of Natty Gann (PC) 1985 
Depression Sounder(G) 1972 

7b Kill a Mockingbird (NA) 1962 
The Grapes of Wrath (NA) 1940 

World War II The Tuskegee Airmen (PG- 1995 
14emphis Beile (PG-13) 1990 
7ora!Tora!Tora! ((3) 1970 
he Longest Day (NA) 1962 

Sands of Iwo Jima (NA) 1949 
The Best Years of Our Lives (NA) 1946 

The 1950s LO Samba (PG-13) 1987 
Sebel Without a Cause (NA) 1955 

The Space Race C)ctober Sky (PG) 1999 
Apollo 13 (PC) 1995 
The Right Stuff(FG 1983 

CMI Rights an  42 (PG-13) 2013 
Tolerance The Heip (PC- 13) 2011 

Ghosts of Mississippi (PG -'3: 1996 
Corrina, Corrina (PG) 1994 
The Long Walk Home (PC 1990 
King (NA) 1978 
TheAutobiography or Miss Jene Pntman 0, 1974 
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iark Carnes, 	editor of Pa 	 According 
Co ihe Movies, probably gives ehe best advice about learning 
history from film. in a television interview, he said, "What 1 
should do wheneverl go Co a movie, or whenever anyone goes 
to a movie, is enjov lt and not believe a worcL" Abo then, 
he advises, read about the history. 

1I'JE 
What are von listening to right now? Is it ehe bot new single 
on the radio? Your parent's favorite golden oldle? Or your littie 
sister's or brother's kid tunes? No matter what you am listen 
ing eis ':::: r:gto tt : som:i:n. 

A 41 
	 • 

1 
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s ie 	 3C se 
settiers set foot on American soll Music todav is a lot like music 
of yesterday. Songs are basicaliv about emotion. Singers express 
feelings of love, spirituality, patriotism, and life in general, 

lt is not atwa s possible Co fuliv widerstand the meaning 
of a song uniess vou personallv ask ehe songwriter—and most of 
the tirne that is impossible. And songs are often open to many 
different interpretations. Bot if von read the iyrics closely, there 
are vavs von can make certain assumptions. 

• Find out wheri ehe song was written. Was there an impor -
tant evers going on at ehe time that may have infiuenced 
ehe song? Whae was the rnood of the country hke at the 
time? Were people patriotic in a time of war, or were they 
rebellious in a time of pr 

• Find out who wrote ehe so: 	-hat was the author's ethnic 
background? Is the author male er female? \hung or old? 
How would what was going on in the countrv at ehe time 

Older sang lyncs ehe song was wruten attece the writen 
can be faund Was ehe song written wieh someone in mmd? is there a 
online. The web particular audience the songwriter intended to reach? is the 

songwriter sharing simiiar thou°hts and feelinos, or trvin 
addressesof z 

to convince others vho rna 	desagree that his or her vew is 
same collection the correct one? 

sites am included 	• What vords er phrases are repeated? Often these Irooks are 
imporeane to ehe writer and inav have special meaning. 

m the ressurces 
• Wh 	was the song written? Was lt Co rernind Americans Co 

sectlorLBe value their freedom? Was lt to express pride in ehe strengeh 
sure you have of the nation? 

your parent's • [bw would people wieh different backgrounds interpret 
the song? 

permssmn 
Manv CDs include the wrieten lrics of popular songs. You 

wherteveryou May own ehe CD, or your public library may have it availahle. 

go online. Often these ivrics are online as weit. Just plug in the name of 
ehe song and the word 1yrics ineo your web browser. Music 
stores mm be another good source of sheee music with lyrics. 
Your local Ebrary may have songbooks and sheet music on file. 
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Songs of the Tirnes 
CooniaTmes (mid to tate 1700s). Most people sang hymns, hut as 

independence oomed, American songwriters began comparing bibH 

cal struggles with struggles against Britain, Songs also told about cur-

rent events —such as a new settlement or a hattle victory. 'The Liberty 

Sonct" written by Revalutionary War hero John Dickinson, was a sang 

of the times. 

Savery. Many songs sung by slaves heiped them keep rhythm whde 

thev were working.The songs offen were about brutaiity and injustice, 

hut no one hut the siaves couid teh. Often they were singing in front of 

their masters, so they bad to hide the true meaning of their words. Far 

example, Go Down, Moses" recails a story from the Christian Bihle 

about die Hebrews held in bondage in Egypt. 

Pre—Civil War (early to mid-1800s). Songs about social reform bocame 

popular und warned people about the dangers of drinking und the 

immoraiity of slavery. "Buffalo Gals' written by John Hodges and John 

Lomax, was popular in minstrei shows. 

CivH War (1861-1865). Songs fueied patriodsm an both sides of the 

hattie.The songs tried to show why one side deserved to win or 

expressed vengeance against the enemy. 'The 8attle Hymn of the 

Republic" is a sang from that era that is still sung today. 

Post—Civii War (late 1800s). Songs offen refiected Amedca's westward 

movement. Cawboys, miners, loggers, and homesteaders—hoth the 

white settlers and the Spanish people already there—were popular 

themes. "l've Been Working on the Railroad" and "Clementine" are 

tunes you might recagnize. 

Eady 20th Century. One style of music refiected the consciousness of the 

new arrivals to America. As immigrants flooded into America, citizens 

struggled to find a national identity, so patriotic songs once again hecame 

popular, Another style of the era came from African Arnericans, who were 

na longer slaves hut still faced discrimination und continued to sing 

about hardships.This style of mLlsic was cailed the blues. Still other 

styles Of music in the early 20th century, such as ragtime and jazz, 

reflected the prosperity und lifestyles of the time. 
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The Great Depression (1929 through early 1930s). United in poverty and 
hardship, people in this era wrote songs that reflected the sharecl expe-
riences of ute during the Depression. The title of "Dust Bowl Blues" 
sums up the music of the era. 

World War II. Patriotic songs again were on the rise, as weil as songs 
that reflected American values to keep up people's spirits while soldiers 

were overseas.The swinging tune of "BoogieWoogie Bugle Boy" kept 
toes tapping on all fronts. 

1950s. A new breed 	 TIL 

of Americans was 

on the rise: the 
teenager.Teens 
struggled to find 

1 
the restrictions of 

an earlier age.The 

result? Rebellious 
CA  

rock and roll. -  

dI Teens in the 

- 	 1950s at the hop 



For more information on how music helped 

shape eras of American history, see tUe Music 

and Bug/ing merit badge pamphlet. 

Vf,' 

* 

Vietnam War. The generation gap between Young and old grew even 

wider as the war continued. In protest, many songs lashed out against 

adult authority. 

1970s.The attershock of the 1960s produced songs that echoed cultural 

awareness in the early 1970s. As profits replaced the message as the 

focal point of popular music, songs no longer held deep social meaning. 

1980s. FM radio and the music video expanded popular music's reach, 

exposing Jisteners to a variety of genres. Songs were more about 

having tun and some of the Iighter aspects of Ute. Country music, 

meanwhile, experienced a comehack that produced a crossover effect 

in popular music, Songs, of course, were generally about relationships 

and lost love, 

1990s.The early 1990s saw tUe advent of grunge rock, a movement 

that returned popular music to its folk roots.The song lyrics, however, 

focused on despair and social inequality.The influence of rap and hip-

hop music spread, exposing America to the despair of urban youth. 

21st century. While the music industry continued to rely on dance and 

hip-hop music to appeal to its youngest listeners, groups from as far 

back as the 1960s were making comehacks with hopeful messages-

much like decades before. Country music, with its appeal to conservative 

American values, is grabhing a fair share of the audience. 



1- 

r t 	 » 



A curre7lt event is a topic that is covered in the news right now, 
lt could be an election, an environmental issue, or a war. lt could 
be a studv that compares, für example, the grades of students 
from different ethnic groups, which prompts change in ehe edm 
cation sstem. lt also could be a trend; perhaps inflated prires 
are easing up or the stock market is enjoying an upward trend. 

Current events do not just happen. They are ehe results of 
many,  evems affeceing each other. When vou read about a mir-
rent event, vou should think about what caused the evers and 
how lt affects not just ehe people involved, but you as weil. 

For instance, maybe a tornado has blown through the 
Midwest, causing millions of dollars worth of damage to build-
ings and farms. Of course, a tornado itseif is not caused by 
anvthing hut nature. Bot why,  was there so much darnage? 
Did ehe building codes go back Co ehe Clvii War era and were 
therefore outdated? Had ehe area been a farming community 
since Colonial times 2  lt so, what will ehe farmers do now? 
And how,  does this affect you? Will your town now take 
anc :ier look its building codes? 

Time Lines 
One way Co isp you underseand about ehe historical causes 
of an evers is Co make a time ilne. A time line min show you 
how one event caused another event that caused another 
event, and so on. 

For instance, President Kennedy's vision of putting a man 
on the moon didn't happen overnighl, nor did lt stop there. 
Manv events over several decades set ehe action in motion, 
leading up Co todav, when scientisis can place a robot on Mars 
to send pictures back to Earth. 
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Space Race: ATime Line 

	

1957 The Soviel Union launches Sputnik 1, the 	t 

	

arth-orbiung satellite. A vear later, the United 	c 
couneered, launching a satellite of its own. 

1958. The United States forms the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration—the jedeml agencv dedicated 
to expioring space. 

361. Both the United States and Russia send a man 
to space for the first urne. In 1963, Russian Valentina 
reshkova beromes the first woman in space. 

1135 1 White becomes the first American 10 walk in space. 

1968 	Ur:.i S:ams launches the first manned mission 

1969. US. astronauls Neil Armstrong 
a: - cl Buzz Akirin land the Apollo 11 
1:nar module on the surface of 

10 moon. 

- 	- 
_ 

1913. The United States emplovs 
rocket technologv to launch Skvlab, 

first spare station. 

1975. American astronauts and 
R issian cosmonauts rendezvous in 
:ace and doch their ships together 

to complete loint experiments. 
191. e 	$:ates opens a new era in spare fiight with 
mc in.-  ich ci :h :rst space shuttle. 

1986. i'ie 	:ase of the Mir space station is launched mb 
o:ai:. 

1990. '1. , e Hubble Space Telescope is launched. 

1997. The Mars Pathfinder probe lands on the surface 
\$ars and sends back images of the planet's surface. 

2001. The Near Earth Asteroid Rendezvous (NEAR) 
icecraft lands on the surface of the asteroid Eros. 

2010. The construction of die International Space 
S::iion is largeiv compiete. 

2012. The Mars Science Laboratory spacecraft—with 
:' 's rover Curiositv—Iands on Mars. 
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Whee to Find Current Eients 
furre:n 	 w find. Read newspapers aid 

:eievision rews programs, and 
listen to rade 	Kli to und ein ivhat stories 
peope think are mportant. 'o will find that neivsp 
pers and newsmagazirtes often provide more info:rn... 
tio. letails, and hackgieund about a currem event 
because thev have die soace te do se TV is grear dir 
flnding am what is going cm. bin most of die Urne. 

neivs prograrns have onv a iew rnrnutes ro 
:e-Don a sterv. 

Fair and 8aanced 
Sometirr 	:ries will present die iacrs in a 
wav :hat 	reporters opinion. This i  called fis abo 

iav is nc :::::ona1, bin veu should ivatch ior certain 
sgns rhat a news report mav not be as batanced di n ceuld be. 
Headlines. Headlines can be misleading or express an opinion. 
The snorts headllne Titans Clobbered basicallv means die 
same thing as Titans Put Up Good Fight:' that „he Titans lost 
a garne. Bin die first headline puts the Titans in a more negative 
iigh: thar. die second. 

Word choices. A renon savs that a comroversial speaker is 
inter:upted bv loud audience outhursts. when ii also could 
have said a handftfi ei protesiors Dc vou ihink the renorter 
wams to shoiv that peope reallv o5iected to die speaken er 
dias obieciions are not imoonant 
Placement. Is the s:orv ca die front page er wav in die back 
\Vhere the editor hai piaced die 51er; reflecrs how inlponant 
he er die diels die s:orv is. 
Sources. Does die renorter talk-  to an ec-uai numaer of experts 
on hoth sides ei die storv? Or Ii there lust orte opinion from 
orte suje of 	issue venus three opinions irom the other sde 
That can be a sign that rhe reporter feels a certain wav about 
die storv. 

Titles. How dees die reporter refer to die person he er she is 
inteviewingt Cailing sorneone a militant acuvisr hai a differ-
ein tone than a person whe disag -ees with die govemment 

Iitli vour nareots 

St 

sea - :hihe 

ntemet für niere 

tnforrrt : 

aboutt: 

eveots Nina rar 

tore go news 

zzlz such est 

FsEiC canoften 

rovide a different 

perseectjve 10 

Amencan ssues. 
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VOM 
The great thing about careers in American heritage is that there 
is a position out there for just about anyone. Employers are 
looking for people who can think independently, communicate 
weil, have good research skills, and can analyze situations to 
relate them to the task at hand. Studying American heritage 
gives you these skills and makes you a sought-after candidate. 

Most people who want to work in American heritage 
major in history in college. Some positions require a master's 
or doctorate degree, especially if you want to teach. You also 
might consider being a museum curator, national park ranger, 
historic preservation officer, or archivist. These fields require 
knowledge of a specific part of history. 

Other fields may not relate directly to history bot to skiils 
iearned while studying. 

• Many lawyers have an undergraduate degree in history 
because knowiedge of history is necessary to understand 
America's legal system. 

• Journalists must be able to translate what someone has 
saicl or done into something the rest of us can understand. 
They also need to be abie to find information, which 
requires research skiiis. You learn both these skills whiie 
studying history. 

• The federal, state, and local governments often look for 
employees who do not have a particular specialty. They 
want people who can think critically, communicate, and 
understand how the American government works. Learning 
about history gives you those skills. 
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11susritsru au Iito sil 
You have read about the contributions of many people, from 
the colonists to your peers of today. People immigrate to the 

James Truslow 	United States from all over the globe for religious freedom, 

Adams theorizes 	equal opportunity, education, and economic prosperity, among 
many of the freedoms some of us might take for granted. 

that anyone in our 	Immigrants from around the world have heard the 

culture can rise 	promise of the American dream and corne here to pursue it. 
The term "American dream" was first used by James Truslow 

to great heiqhts, Adams in his 1931 book The Epic of Arnerica. Adams defines 
depending on how the American dream as "a land in which life should be better 

ancl richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each 
much werk he er 	according to ability or achievement." The American dream 
she is willing to 	includes all those things we hold dear, from going to the 

movies to hearing the cheers of a high school football game 
put into it 	 to reading the Sunday comics. 

What is lt that makes America so attractive? Being 
American means that we can make many choices. We can 
choose where we live, what wo do for a living, how we 

entertain ourselves, and even when we 
want a turkey sandwich for lunch. Not all 

- 

	

	 peoples of the world have the freedom to 
make such choices. 

The otter of freedom to the world's people 

j, 	

is enticing. Our freedom began as a vision in 
the minds and hearts of the colonists, and it 
has flourished. Every generation of Americans 
has fought to protect that freedom against 
those who have tried to take lt away—in world 
wars, cold wars, and wars on terrorism. Our 
heritage is how we as Americans got here, 
and understanding our ancestors' actions of 
yesterday is the first step to continuing the 
dream tor generations to come. 
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American drearners corne frorn all walks of life, and they all 
have something special to share about why they hold this 
country and American heritage so dear. The following excerpts 
come from the Academy of Achievement, a nonprofit organi-
zation that is "dedicated to the education and inspiration of 
youth" through its Museum of the American Dream, which 
features "leaders who have shaped the modern world." Visit 
the Academy's website at www.achievement.org  to learn more 
about these extraordinary individuals. 

"This is a nation whose spoken and written vision is chill 
ingly beautifuL That each should haue an opportunity. That 
work uiill get you where you need to be. That tue need to respect 
each other, including our differences. That's a mighty vision; 
it's a precious way to talk about die American democracy." 
—Johnnetta B. Cole, Ph.D., past president, Spelman College 

"In other countries, tu/ren you try and fall, you really fall. 
People reaily basicaily Look at you as a failure. Here, people look 
at that as an excellent experience. ... Only in the United States, 
people take 1/rat kind of attitude that tue all need to take a risk. 
If it doesn't work out, at least 1 was brave enough that 1 dill 
tiy ii." 
—Jeong H. Kirn, Ph.D., entrepreneur from Korea 

"The American Dream ... represents a responsibility 
to share II, and to not just sort of hoard that freedom, 
but hopefully share that freedom with other countries." 
—Maya Lin, designer of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

1 think the American Dream should be to haue a good life, 
and to live weil, and 10 be a good citizen. 1 think that should 
apply to all of us. That it is the land of the free and the home 
of the brave. and 1 believe it should be just that for all people." 
—Rosa Parks, clvii rights leader 
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Scouting Literature 

American Business, American 
Cultures, American Labor, Citizenship 
in the Community, Citizeuship in 
the Nation, Citizerzship in the World, 
Genealogv, iournalism, Lau.;, and 
Scouting Heritage merk badge parnphlets 

With your parent's permission, visit 
the Boy Scouts of America's official 
retail website, www.scoutshop.org , 
for a complete listing of all merit 
badge pamphlets and other helpful 
Scouting materials and supplies. 

Bjornlund, Lydia. The U.S. Constitution; 
Blueprint tbr Democracy. Lucent 
Books Inc., 1999. 

Carnes, Mark, ed. Bast Im perfect: 
History According to the Movies. 
Holt and Company, 1995. 

Finlayson, Reggie, cd, We Shall 
Overcome: The History of the 
American Clvii Rights Movement, 
Lerner Publishing Group, 2002. 

Freedman, Russell, Give Mc Libertv! 
The StoTy of the Declaration of 
Independence. Holiday House, 2002. 

Hoose, Phillip M. We Were There, Too!: 
Young People in U.S. History. Farrar, 
Straus, and Giroux, 2001. 

Jaffe, Steven H. Who Were the 
Founding Fathers? 71uo Hundred 
Years of Reinventin,g American 
History. Henry Holt and Co_ 1996. 
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PeriodkaIs 
American Historyand 
Clvi! War Times 
Web e: wwwiiistorynetcorn 

Early American Life 
Telephone: 440-543-8566 
\Vebsite: vww.ea1oniinecom 

Preservation 
Telephone: 202-588-6388 
Website: vww. savi ngplacesorg,' 
preservation-magazine 

Organizations and Websites 
Academy of Achievern ent 
Website vww.achie'e::entorg 

America Singing: 19th Century 
Song Sheets 
Website: www. lorgovjcollections/ 
nineteenth -century-song-sheets/about-
this-collection/ 

America's Library 
Website: wwwamericaslibra ry.gov  

The American Family Immigration 
History Center 
Telephone: 212-561-4588 
Website: www.Iibertvellis 
found onorg 

Aneri c an Memory 
v: 	: mernorviocgov/arnmem/ 
in:x.hnI 

American Veterans (AMVETS) 
Toll-free tetephone: 877-726-8387 
Website: www.arnvets.org  

Family Search Internet 
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Federal Depository Library Program 
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Gene a Togycom 
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Music Collection 
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Library of Congress 
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Telephone: 215-409-6600 
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Smithsonian Institution 
Telephone: 202-633-1000 
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U.S. Consus Bure 
Telephone: 301 -71'.3 -4636 
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U.S. Historyorg 
be hsite: wwwushistoiyorg/us/ 

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
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