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/ 	How to UseThis Pamphlet 

The secret to successfully earning a merit 
badge is for you to use both the pamphlet and 

the suggestions of your counselor. 

L Your counselor can be as important to you as a 
coach is to an athlete. Use all ofthe resources 

• 	 your counselor can make available to you. This 
may be the best chance you will have to learn : 
about this particular subject. Make it count. 

lf you or your counselor feels that any information 
in this pamphlet is incorrect please let us know.  

Please state your source of information. 

Merit badge pamphlets are reprinted annually 	7' 
and requirements updated regularly. Vour 

t% 	suggestionsfor improvement are weicome. 	
• 

/ 	 Who Pays forThis Pamphlet? 
This merit badge pamphlet is one in a series 

4 •. 	 ofmorethan loocovering all kinds of hobby and 
career subjects. lt is made available for you to buy 

[ 	as a service of the national and local councils Boy  

Scouts of America. The costs of the development, 
writing and editing of the merit badge pamphlets are 

paid for bythe Boy Scouts of America in order to bring 	j 
you the best book at a reasonable price. 

Send comments along with a brief statement about yourself to 

r 	Pilots and Program Development, 
Boy Scouts of America • 1325 West Walnut Hill Lane• Irving, TX 75038 

lf you prefer, you may send your comments to merit.badge©Scouting.org . 
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Recluirements 
Do the following: 

a. Explain to your counselor the hazards you are most 
likely to encounter while using basketry tools and 
materials, and what you should do to anticipate, heip 
prevent, mitigate, and respond to these hazards. 

b. Discuss the prevention of an(] first-aid treatment 
for injuries, including cuts, scrtches, and sclapes, 
that could occur while working with basketry tools 
and materials. 

2. Do the following: 

a. Show your counselor that you are able to identify each 
of the following types of baskets: plaited, coiled, ribhed, 
aiid wicker. 

b. Describe three different types of weaves to 
your counselor. 

3. Plan and weave EACH of the following projects: 

a. A square basket 

b. A round basket 

c. A campstool seat 
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Introduction  
No matter what part of the world your ancestors 	 ‚1 
came [rom, woven baskets were part of thir flves. 
Long betore the invention of metal bucket, 
containers., backpacks with built-in water bladders, 
and nylon duffel bags, your ancestors made baskets to 
carry and store water, food, and valuables. 

Throughout recorded historv, people all over the world 
have gathered native fibers, limbs, and vines to make bas- 
kets, woven iats, sandais, bedding, and furiiiture. They 	 . 
devoted considerable time and traveled long distances 10 

find and harvest specific plants, taking great care to ensure 
that the grasses, plants, bushes, trees, and vines would 	 ' 

regrow eich vear. After the harvest, these ancient peoples 	 FZ 
woiked diligeutly In strip, poet, shave, and cut the naatertals  
into various sizes for weaving. Basket making and weaving were 
important c'en before the advent of clay pottery in ancient times. 

Today, basketry is a practical art. A handmade basket rcflects the 
unique techniqucs of the artist who created it, so each work can become a 
one-of-a-kind article. 

Basketay is a handy ski!l for a Scout. A basket can be 
a sturdy companion 00 campouts, carrying clothes snugly 
and efficiently, holding potatoes and corn for roasting over 
a campfire, or carrving the dav's fishing catch hack to 
camp for dinner. Baskets and baskea-weavaaag paoiects 
also make great gifts for farnily and friends. 	 -• 

Imagination can be one of the most useful 
basketry tools, whether you create a basket for its 
usefulness or siinply for its beauty. As you complete 
the required projects for the Basketiy mord hadge, 
remornber that while the interestiaig variations you 
experiment with might not turn out as von like, 
these unique qualities could be the features that 
distinguish your basket from the rest! 
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Beginning to Weave 
The projects needed to complete the Basketry merit badge were 
designed to increase your weaving skills. Traditional stvles of 
hasket weaving are perilaps as old as the art itseif, and the 
basic steps are easy to learn. This section will give you some 
tips to heip you understancl the fundamentals. 

Note: The instructions and photos in this pamphlet 
describe projects from a righthanded person's view 
point. If you are efthanded, you may adjust the steps 
so that you are more comfortable. 

Safety Issues 
	

5' 

You can use a pocketknife to cut wil- 	-' 
bw or whatever natuiii materials you 
can gather to make a basket. Kriives must  
be handic'd carefuily to prevent iniury. When usirig 
a pocketknife, always cut a•vay from your body. 

When removine the branches or shoots from a plant, 
brace t 	iar:t with your hand and cut wlth a diagonal slant to 
encouiagc the plant's growth to return. Keep your bracing hand 
opposite the direction of the cut. Remember, a knife is not a 
toy. Use caution when cutt i l 	your materials 

If minor cuts and scrapes occur, treat them by properly 
cleaning and dressing the wound. For wounds that are deep FI RST Al D 
or that bleed heavily, control the bleeding by applying direct 

to the wound with a sterile or clean dressing. If neces-pressure 
sary, treat then tor shock Get medical hdp in oedia Ll\ 

Reviewing the First Aid merit badge pamphlet will heip you be 
prepared in case of injury. 

Basketry is not a dangerous hobby, but being mindful of 
safety issues is always important .Move cautiousiy whi]e you 
work, and think before you act. 
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Safety Checklist 
Review this safety checklist with a parent before beginning a basketry project. 

When cutting materials, focus all your attention on the task at hand. 

Keep materials and workspace well-organized by picking up cut reed from 

the floor as you go so that others do not slip or trip on the clippings. 

Never play in space devoted to craft projects. 

When walking around the craft area, point scissors and other sharp 
objects downward and be mindful of others. 

Keep tools sharp and free from rust and dirt. 

Store tools in a safe place and away from children. 

Knives and scissors should never be thrown. 

Prevention goes hand in hand with mitigation, which means "to lesser 

in force or intensity" and "to make less severe" By taking precautions to 
manage risk and the possibility of injury, you can be prepared to antici 

pate, help prevent, mitigate, arid respond to just about any incident that 
might happen while working with basketry tools and materials. 

4 

Point scissors and pliers away from your body when working 
with reed. Keep your bracing hand away from the path of 
the scissors. 
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What Is Reed? 
Reed is the staple ::eriai of basket weavers and is the mate-
rial von in:s: 1ikeI 	:ill use tc rcate the three required projects 
tor the Basketry merit badge because it is easy to work with. 
Baet reed is produced from the cre of a thorny paim called 
ra:::.:, whch s found in rainfores 	in South China. 
Aus::alia, .Vest Africa, an : acar. Rauan gros like 
a vine and is harvested for commercial use mosv from the 
jungles indc:c-sia and S:heast Asia. Factories process the 
reed iL::c varicus sizes am. suapes. 

Round reed 	 Fiat reed 

_ 

Fiat reed cojras n widths me'sred in fractions of inches: 
tor example, /is irief:. I/4  inch, /: ::ch, /s inch. Round reed 
is me - s::ed in numhered sizes, with the smallest numbers 
sie:::ug the smaiiest diamete: Round 	:neasure.zI by 
its 	in millimeters. Rcu;;1 reed # 	;e, nancw, 
whereas L .s fairly large. Anythire 	zc: :u: lO usu- 
alIy is used tor making furniture. 

Hat reed has a "right" side and a "wrong" 
side, and the right side is always woven so 
that it ts on the outside of the baskot Even 
though the right side is smoother, lt is not 
always easy to determine which side is 
which.To find out, bend a wet piece of the 
reed into a U shape, being careful not to 
crease or crack the reed. If the reed's fibers 
splinter, the wrong side is out. 
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Types ofWeaves 
The following are common weaves used in this pamphlet. 

rii 	r 
Plain weave 	 TwiU weave 	 Twinin 

PlainWeave. Sjmetimes 	c'•.er-under 'xe:•. 	:ilain 
doc ;;ith rigid 	pokes. ar 	that 

1) around the .z:kes in an over-one, t:.:i - ::-  : attern. 
S;.es and stakes usualh ,  are more rigid and thicker reed 

r weavers. 

Continuous veave ooks much the sume as aan 
weave, but it is woven with e different technicue, 

ContinuousWeave. This weave is created over an odd number 
c:  sakes. lt i ::ut done ecu cv; at a :c - e, but continuously 

beginnmg :0 end, wc.; aitioio weavers added when 
lenc:i: is needed. 

TwiH Weave. This rnethod of weaving involves the weaver 
g over :•.vc or more stakes and under two or more stakes 

a a zime. 

Twinng. Ths wea':e, sometimes ca!led pairfr&g, invcv 
twa V. w17, 1 cach cternately twh:hig over and unde 
consecutive spokes. 
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Plaaed baskets 

Types of Baskets 
Differet: 	 3U1 vou will :.:.: :‚ see 

baskets . 	.:::.:::. .f 
:.:; :.s.:1 	and 

under fiat 	cs,giving the basket an i: 	-en Iook 
bed baskets feature rou:: :r o% -at re 	ised to cre a 

stu::: skeleton Fiat or round r: is wover. aund the 	leron 
to c:te the b: Ril.::i baskets are used to car: ::agile 
items, such as c. that 	cradled to Dreveni breakage. 

Rtbbed baskets 

BASXETRY 	11 



Coe oask 	se1eton 	 cor 
nawrai material 3mA er ;:.e needlt 	:ippc. :v 
a set:. :.xibe mater.--, 	as sine 	: r.oils 	stacked 
sewr 	hor:.:::.:.1 ows. Co .::: 
pbi 

 
:In other t:• 	iusi as 	.•it ouraI• 

zc 
tight] 	:.iied that ihey could hold wer and were us2a for 
reoking foori. 

WIckchaskers. popuarlv used for tcnic haskets. rishin 
creee and h:::: - ers, use ::sid redc: 	v mund. fle.:.:.e 
mate: such 	;.1..::..11at can be h.::.woven in a 
rE-gid 

r 
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Weaving Tips 
Work with wet reed anti cane. Basketry materials are toa brittle to be 
woven when they are dry, Reed and cane saaked in water far three 

to five mmutes becomes flexible and easy to use. Do not leave the 
weaving material in the water tor long periods, though, hecause lt 

might get slimyl 

Avoid mildew.You will be working with damp materials, so don't set 

your half-finished basket down an a wet towel or wet surface. Mildew 
is much easier to prevent than it is to clean. lt your reed does mildew, 

soak lt in a mild bleachwater solution or dab lt wlth a hleachsaaked 

cotton swab, then leave lt in the sun to dry, and lt might corne clean 
again. Do not use bleach an coiored reed. 

Store your materials properly. Brown paper bags or cardboard baxes 
are good chaices tot storage, or yau could suspend different sizes of 
reed from hooks. Hat and dry air or wet and humid conditians Can 

damaqe the reed. Never stare reed in PlaStic containers unless lt is 
completely dry. 

Use spring-type clothespins.These little gadgets are not just tor laun 

dry anymore!They help keep weavers secure and the tension correct 

as yau begin a project. Ciothespins can be used to hold the corners 
of a square hasket to heip give lt same shape.They also can anchor 

the inside and outside rims at the top of the hasket when you are 
almast finished; yau can release them one at a time as you lash the 
rim to the basket. 

Correct your mistakes. Whenever yaur weaving does not look right-

tor example, lt yaur plan weave suddenly has an over-aver ar unden 
under pattern—you have miswoven the current or previous row. 

Unweave along the raw until you find a break in the pattern, then 
resume weaving with the carrect pattern. 

Keep consistent tension and pack the rows as you go. Keeping proper 

tension and packing the raws are separate functions that work together. 

The key is to keep even tension an the weaver as you weave araund 
each stake. Pulling the weaver toa tightiy will cause the stakes to lean 

inward. Weaving toa loasely will keep the weaver fram lying fiat against 
the stakes, resulting in a logse, !umpy hasket.To weave a hasket with 
even sides, pack each raw firrnly against the previaus row—withaut 

any spaces hetween rows of weaving. Check frequently to ensure 

that all stakes are equally spaced.To pack down the raws as you slide 
them tagether, fit a smalt screwdriver or other packing taal hetween 

the stakes and apply downward Pressure an the weaver. 
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Basketry Projects 
Beginning weavers should start with a simple project and 
build on their skill hy trying projects of increased difficulty. 
The following projects can he used to mccl the merit badge 
requirements, but any qualifying project will do. 

Materials forThree Projects 
To earn the Basketry merit badge, you must weave a square 
basket, a rund hasket, and a campstool seat. If you choose 
to do the three projects clescribed in this pamphlet, you 
can make an economical choice for your materials 
bpurchasing all the reed at once and cutting the 	»' 	• 
lengths neecled as you work on each project. 
You will need: 

• A 1-pound coil of 1/2inch fiat reed 	 f 
• About 64 feet of 1/4lnch fiat reed 	 • 

• About 25 feet of #3 round reed 

When preparing the weaving materials, uncoil the reed 
and set aside the longest lengths of /2-inch fiat reed to use 
in weaving the campstool seat.*  Then cut the longest lengths 
for the baskets to heip conserve the coil. 

von hve pnirchsed a carnpstool kit, von may disregard this step. 

For your convenience, the BSA 

National Distribution Center has 

prepackaged kits available for the 

square basket, round basket, 

and campstool seat featured in 

this pamphlet. 

National Distribution Center 
Boy Scouts of America 
PO. Box 7143 
Charlotte, NC 28241-7143 
Toll-free telephone: 800-323-0736 
Website: http://www.scoutshop.org  
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Basic Tools Neecled 

.1 Pencil 

Ei Tape measure 

Scissors 	 / 
Small screwdriver or packing too 

Spray bottle 

Container for water 

An old terrycloth towe 

11 Ciothespins 

/1 Fine sandpaper 

Ei] Masking tape or cable tes 

Small needie-nose pilers 

iii Office stapier with staples (for campstooi onty) 

Square Basket 
This project voiks weil for the 
beginncr. lt will use a pialn weave 
(over-uncler) and should take 
about two hours to complete. 

Basket Dimensions 	 Materials Needed 

Base: 5 by 5 inches 	 [ii 42 feet of 1/2-inch fiat reed 

Height: 5 inches 	 [ii 22 feet of 1/4iflCh fiat reed 

Circumference: about 23 inches 	 [1] 25 inches of #3 round reed 

Preparation 
Cut the following pieces of reed hefore you start to weave. 

Stakes 	 Cut ten 20-inch stakes from 1I2inch fiat reed 

Locking weaver Cut one 27-inch locking weaver from 1/4-inCh fiat reed 

Weavers 	 Cut seven 27-inch weavers from 1/2..jflch  fiat reed 

Cut four 27-inch weavers from ¼-inch fiat reed 

Rims 	 Cut two 27-inch rims from 1/2..jflCh fiat reed 

Rjm filler 	Cut one 25-inch rim fiiler from #3 round reed 

Lasher 	 Cut one 75-inch iasher from 1/4.flCh  fiat reed 
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Weave the Base 
Step 1 —Soak the stakes 3nd die lockine weaver in 

from the tvater. and blei -: .. ::h a toweL 

ark die center of 
aq tO 4a1,es on thl, 	 die reed 

Step 3—Bein die base bv lavirig five stakes hort- 
zontaliv a:: vronn stde up. abou  
Line up die centermarks. 	 . 	 € 

1 

F You always will 

weave dockse 

Step 4—Wea - 	6. WrOr. : .: ...:2 	:nrectv: up inc cemer tfyou are 

of die horizor:.2 	a!on: ....... :.:: marlis. Begin weaving right-handed; 
die bott:::::. orer die ::;: i:: :: .:er die seond, over. 

you will weave 
wider, etc. 

conter-cockwse 
Step 5—\Ves: stake 	: 	:: : 	:sweave i 	u2 :- 
over, :'— 2er, 0, vj. uniii, 	pjiie i 	;;e- bus stake. if you are 

Step 6-1bave sike 8 to die iight ot stake 	. The weave 15 eft-handed. 
............ : 	:iver, 	...:.ier.::.-. 

Step 7— .:i3Ve stakes 9 and 10 to die left of die cemer stake in 
die same 	as 	and 8. 

Step8—:: Llsithestakes s: 	0 
ihat -he,- 	:c evenv spaccd 
all directi :: . 	and thewoven r 
ba3emeas.:s5hy5inches. 	......... . ......... 
Draw :. 	t: pencil Ii..: 	:n 
each 	all four c::::ers r................. 
to heip vou at:: the corner 2 

stakesifthevaremoved. 
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Step 9—Pl3ce :he -rchli ai I2ck:g weaver 9a. wrng s! 
f :1::.e: stake. along the eutsde edge 

5. T. 
 

9b bv 	ine ;eej 'i ieree 	.na i eads nzh: 
u, dcn the right side ci the hase. Weave iJe stake 

	

— 	 5 

r 

1 71 	81 

1 ! 1  

‚ 

Step 10c-:. 	 . ..: 

aga io!ding he wea -er ea 2 -degree ange as von rurr :he 
orier ka. The vrn side ;o'v !ac::g J. Co:::ue arotmd 

the next :vo corcers ii the same .i1:er ad iher bach 
c :he :ene 	v he er, -,  

.m ip oi me hegnning ;veaver. Make e:ba !he 
!:king row is packed iiehn aga sr he &ge.nf 

the woven ha: 1Tn ti.: .-cess wea 
vvij-. .I -. :.skie J.'-easai: - 
:areful ;c.:c c the caver „he 

	

end ei ihe weaver hi 	 . Ths ce:n- 
k'ckin. r:w. 

Step11—S.:..... 

	

... .. ..................... 
	

. ...... 

	

Step 12—Ms 	. .ikes ih ;vae: te ampe 
stake,oneata:me.hv 

be:ngi:oethek 	.: :. Bec.. - :: 
Lc :.: ;vcnv 11 

te stakes crac: 
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Weaving the Sides 
\öu are nc•: .eadv to ben weaving the skies of 'Lhe 
hat. Ke 	:.ind 1 	::: have been 	:; ::..:: an ihe inside 
of the has•t: 	all t:.: .vrong si: :f the ree 
facing up 	now ::ing to w,.:. on the outside of 	0 
the basket. As •. ......wo: 	:eme.: -.: er that the rig: side 
of the reed needs to be on the outside of the hacker. 

Step 1: Begin row 1—Choose a ::'.:er sT:.: that 
w 	:llow von ro begin w:'z 	pposite oi iiie lack- 
jr.: :aw. Use ciotheinc 1: 	.:.::: a : 

fl: .:'. er to the bar 	£de of that stake. .....ke 
cure the right s .:e of -,he weater face, von- 5 

 

ID 

Step 2—Begin weav.: . ........and over around the ...-' of the 
backe:. AS \' 	..'eav 	und a corner. u 	clorhespins ne:: 	e 
base -o senr 	:e t 	. .errer siakes 	This helps to g:.e 
hacke: sc::e 	.: :e. V.1:n von retum :.: :he beginr.ing. remove 

in a: 	erlav heb . 	 . ::. 
: 	

the weaver bv 
four 	ares. 	.: 	 e::: ex:essweavt. .............1: het:ind the 
last stake 	 --irst cicthesp  
in place. 

Step 3— 	:eck v:.weavjP(. 	so c::::e :v:sion in the 
weave. tigittening rne weaver . 	 .: is tc .. .: : 	 ''ke s: that the 
spacing beiween ihe stakes 	same :.: 	:ee e: 	that 
rhefirsrlotv .:feeav;::fspa:e.Jtightnext:othelxr::::gro: 
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Hint it us neptu 

to use cothespins 

tobe okeepthe 

weaveradthe 

corerstakesin 

ace tor the frst 
. 	 - 

All 
	

IA 

twoorthreer::,E 

or!y.Afterthe 0 

owtbe Step 4: Begin row 2—Choes: a stake mi ather stde of the 

-etsdes haske 	hat ;.:2 : 	 vo: 	weave 	the fis 	::.v. 1.se 

ihesptn 	 fiat weaver ::ht si: 	:. 
should stand t::.:Side oi  

up(gbt on row. As vou 	.: 	:. 	......... - 	 basket, 	cai,  rem 

cbthest:. 	mi paced. 
therowr 

Step 5—EnJ the weaer hv : ;: ..i:.:.. :.:‚ 	sta.•..:•rAveid 

miId becorne 

ikv. Cm off the ::::ess weaver and admt the weave t 

pack down the -ic .: 	gajnst the p: :. aus rmv. 

Step 6—•v::-p a c: 	watch :.. :he zepsion while we:::  

as in s:eps 4 and f. foio;vg t.he chart belmv to 

d.:::nine ;vhat s:ze reed te 	se for each naiv. As vom weav- 

ers a:id stakes 	na d: . .....;gh:Iv nst them. 	with ;va:e. 

Remember na use a packing naol .:: 	naii screwir,ver 

d:aivn e--Ich rav. If anv 	f the stak- aegn na 

.weaving. 

Row 3 	!h-inch fiat weaver 	 Row 8 	1k.inch fiat weaver 

Row 4 	1/2inch fiat weaver 	 Row 9 	V2-inch fiat weaver 

Row 5 	V2-inCh fiat weaver 	 Row 10 1/2-inch fiat weaver 

Row 6 	1/4-uiCh fiat weaver 	 Row 11 	1/4-inch fiat weaver 

Row 7 	V4-inCh fiat weaver 

Step 7—Pla.na flit 	:n pmes. .•: rmi: . 	 eed. a:dthe 

-inch fla: 	::: 	vater na scak. 
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Avoid starting a new row in the same place that the weaver ended. 
Doing so will concentrate overlap in the same area, causing the basket 
to bulge. Also avoid overlapping the beginning or end of a weaver 
around a corner; this can cause unappealing bulk in your basket. 

Cut andTuck 

Step 1—The stakes must be damp before proceeding. If neces-
sary, mist the spokes to dampen them. 

Step 2—Cut off the stakes on the inside only of the last row, 
level with the top of thc basket. Be careful not to cut off the 
wrong stakes! 

0 	 gED 

Step 3—Fold the outside stakes over the top of the last row of 
wcaving and down inside Ehe basket (3a). Use a pencil (3b) to 
mark each stake even with the bottom of the /2--inch weaver of 
row 9 (top row). Trim the stakes at the lines and tuck the ends 
wider the weaving of mw 9. Be carcfiil not to cut the stakes too 
shori. Use a small screwdriver to hell) you lift ihe weaving as 
you tuck each stake (3c). 
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Apply the Rim 

Step 1—Use clothespins to secure thc' outside rirn reed, right 
side out, to the center stake of any sidc of the basket. Begin 
Iaying the reed so that the bottom of the rim piece covers the 
last row of wc'dving. With cloiliespins, fasten the rirn onto the 
haskei as you go (la), placing ciothespins at eveiy other stake, 
until you return to the beginning. Overlap the beginning of the 
ieed bv 2 tos inches (ib), and trim any excess. 

EI 

Step 2—Place the inside rirn an the opposite side of the basket 
froin the outside rin, with the wrong side of the reed touch-
ing the inside of the basket. Fasten this rirn to the haske, using 
clothcspins, and overlap it 2 to 3 inches as you did the outside 
rin. 1'rirn any excess. 

Step 3—Place the //3 round reed in the 
groove between the nils, overlapping the 
ends about 1/4  inch. The reed should he 
flush with the nils. Trim any excess. 
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Lashing 

Step 1—Hide the beginning Iashet 
S... abon6inc. 	:he 

orn...:: : veen ihe 
nm and ue nsde wall of the 
under ihe rrn filler, and down 

ween the outside basket wall and 

the outside dm. 

Be careful not to begin on a comer or 
the rim or rim filler is sphced or ovetia. 

Step 	ihe erid of die lashe between two stakes under 

the las: .....v of weaving, te the insi± :fthe ha:::. co::.:ieting 

1 

Step 3—Anain draw the rad of the lasher up between the 

inside rirri ::-.;: :.s .:. hasket wall, :;r the top of 

row. und 	.:•: ::: ........... down beiween t 	baske:.;ad 

and the o 	: 	 will be on ihe irr::: dde : : :he 

baske: Do not cut the tau at this time. 
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Step 4—lashing the nm. \Vith the 
0 	 -. 	 .1•:: the other ed of 

iasher w rh2 :. zh of the hdde 
':P.veefl t;vo adiaent sakes. 

::::. the front de of :he ba- 
P• .  * 2 ........tight 

etxeen ec.....3ke, 
vav arcund the haket r 	Be 
10 k:: the --her fiat a2.:.9t 

in ..:. :..ttokeeptftvtsnng. 

Step 5— Erding the lasher. H: 
the oher end oi the las er hv dr2 rt -he lafl,  ur hettve 
i:iide rir: .td the inside 	et 	. 	::*: :: 	:: . filte.... 

:iween tI:€ i sket w2.. 2nd 
yot-'de r::: Renea 	2 a;: 	. 	. 	u d 

the iasher in an 22*2: :2: Cm oft the 12 Iflfl ta.. 2:2J the 
.. ::tss lasher. 

ff you have hidden the lasher correctly, the right side of 
the lasher will lay over the top of the rims as you lash. 

0• 	 ‚0 

.. ..... . 	 41w 	• we• 

Step 6—\Vhen tL-.. aske1 	sanI the 	2:::: :::m Ott an„-  
Lt.:. :: :. .ers. Use .: :rte-tip pe:rnanem rn 	: ;:: :: sisn and 
date vour hasker ort :he tt: -.: : rside. 
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Round Basket 
A beg - : 	 experience can tackle this 
oroleL:. :: 	 •:•:::.:... 	vtave. 

Basket Dimensions 

Base: 6 inches 

Height: 4 1/2 inches 

Circumference: approximots 
16 inches 

Materials Needed 

About 20feet o::ocb bi red 

About2Ofeetc3 rond reed 

Abeut 42 fe't rEC 

Preparation 
Cut the following pieces of reed before you start to weave. 

Spokes 	Cut eight 18-inch spokes from 1/2iflCh fiat reed 

Twining Cut one 180-inch iength of twining from #3 round reed 

Weavers Gather enough iengths of 1/4-inch fiat reed to make 37 feet. 

Rims 	Cut two 20-inch rims from 1/2jflch  fiat reed 

Rim filler Cut one 20-inch rim filier from #3 round reed 

Lasher 	Gut one 60-inch iasher from 1/4-inch fiat reed 

Weave the Base 

Step 1 —Soak the spokes and the 
160 inches of #3 round reed in 
\vater for three to five minutes. 
Remo•vc the scs from the water, 
and 	eac: v:h ‚ towel. 

Step 2—With a pencil, lightly 
mark the center of all eight spokes 

he wr:ic s1e of the reed. On 
oft::c sies. also mark 
inches awav from eh stde 

of the center mark. 

BASKETRY 	25 



Step 3-1»v !he fou sr'kes wi the 1  
each 	.:...:- 	:H.' 	3:iter :-': ks, s.• 
spokes i;.::' 

0 	 0 	 / 

2 	 .' 

Step 4—Find the center of the z3 round reed and crirnn the 
at this r:ioint •:::h ne:: e-nose pI :: . .i.::1:1 i1:i: ced at 

the crimp. Lc.::. ,  the told around ::c 	:-inch spoke that 
vou laid dow-' •i vour working s 	:. ?ae the loor directly 

	

mark so that 	:1: weaver is c:i :ap of 
ti:c 	........... eother h:i: 	:i:c: the spoke. Both ends 

voll 

2 

ex 

Step 5—(Note: i:s• 	:::: 	: 	WiflL7 shoulil tegin at 
< •.:: ci::. 	:: .: . rna3 	-re 	a guide to 

heip keep the circle's shape.) 	cen, taIc:::: 'cc:i;2r th.. 
on top of s:'i:c 	(weaver 1) 	bw......tveen spokes 1 
and 2, unc:c 	:.:i.e 2, and up 	2 90 ........2 and 3. 	ci' of 
weaver 1 .ii'i ::ck up weaver 2 	. Ci' 	n betwec:: •Cis 
2 .ii.. ..1 3, wider spoke 3, and up hetween :1es 3 and 4. Let go 
oi%veaver  
hv abtern::1::c c:ci: 	s:.:::til v:: :•.:i:. ....... Cdi ci::ic 
the base 	2p tension in the cc:;:: 	pack th: : - c; 

V(:: co so no s:i:c :i::i'2::3s etwcc:: 	.;.i::ing. Check after 
e::i: rov to e:: ..::c :::: .;c crcbe 	c1 shape and that the 
spokes are 
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Step 6—Twine for three rows. Mist the weavers and spokes 
with 

Step 7—Lay the remaining four spokes in the spaces between 
the first four spokes. 

2 
6 

1 	 - 

5 	 6 

Step 8—Continue to twine for three more rows; include each 
ne' spoke as ':.. s. -jroach it. End b. ::cking t:t tails behind 
previous rows Oi .wning. The base sho.d be 5 aches across. 

Step 9—Place the 1/4-inch weavers in vater. 

Step 1O—Ms the 	wirk water, then upset them 1w 
hendi:c 	:c'.s: :hs 	•af the hasket. Do not v:irrv 
if they crack. 

If you run out of weaver during the twining 
process, don't worry.You can add a new 
weaver as the old one runs out. 
Be sure to end the twining by trimrr:ng 
the excess and tucking the tails into 
the last row of twininq. 
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Weaving the Sides 

weaving require 	odd rnbe 	spo. 	vou 
down the mid: to c::e twa: s:oke 

begin weaving. 

Step 1 —Choose one spoke and use scissors to cut it into twc 
spokes all the w: . own to the twining. 

Step 2—Rc::: 
• .-Ech 
Taper the \vc::r, b€:: 

L.ng a 	. 	will 
ensure that a cot ::• .vcave 
proiect cornes out level at the top. 

Step 3—Insert the t::  
:nto the 	'e . 	spoke 

:) the righ: ci the spl: oke, making sure the right side 
af the weaver will he on the outside of the l.s <t when 
gen th:  null tt weaver tc e 	front of the 	:. Begin v:e:w: 
over .t:..:l un.: all the m 	ziround the b<c. .Vhen vo: 
to the split spoke, treat it as 	ind;ual spokes. l :u have 
wovc. ::: ctiv:c. .vl be 	to continue weaving around 
the 	.vitho,: ::t::upti::g the weave. 

Be careful not to put too much tension on the weaver, as that will cause 

the baskot to get narrower as you approach the top. Measure the basket 

as you go to make sure that the cylinder shape remains the same size 

from bottom to top. lf the circumference of the basket is [arger than 

16 inches, the rims will not fit. lf it gets smaller, there will not be enough 

space between spokes to lash the rim. 
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Stop 4 Wa'e 1 	.dng a ew !eh M \ve& -er s vou 
ru:..1ake sun 	side 	:-:-.. 	::. 	:side 
of the basket and that 	.i ovedap tour 
add th 	ew weaver. PaCK dov :. each 	Snugiv 
agaifls 	:::e nrevious row. Abo::: 	erv 

0 
eich spoke is unit::::::. Note: Do not add a 
new weaver at a s:....- spoke. 

Step 5 —When vc:: :':e -!e!e! the 
0L 

itheexcess 	 .. 
enou: . ngft 	: wea 	:eiunu wree more 
spokes. 	per h•: end 2:1 :he weaver approxi- 
majel: 	nches, and : = 	:.inue to weave, 
fi:.s.:: behind the t 	:: :i:e right 01 

t1: ........k? 	ss 	k::.:::.: 	1 	::.: a smalt tJ 
.:. 	........:.::: 	.... 

below it. Trim the 	: 	.::ver. 	 Addinganewweaver 

0 

Remernberto 

always pack each 

row snugy aganst 

the previous 

row, carefußy 

monitor the 

spacing between 

Step 6—...-  .: : new piece of 	inch weaver. weave one over each spoke, and 
U' 	r WO 	 trea ... .....:1it st::: 	iwo spokes . 	.. 	 . 	..  keep the spokes 

- ws the same 
......::.e previo......... 	:ve over -,wo spokes to correct and weang 

:: 	rohkm (See the ::: 	. •
This wil. :: :c 	...•.•.•. :re the materi&s damp, 

ous taper:: 	ow ende . ......t rer.::: :: ::e under-over wea 	ng 
pattern. C.:::plete 	w ot .: :. :::g bv overlaDping two 
i. - 	:urspokes. 

Step 7—Soak th: 	:-inch rim pieces, rim filier. and 	. 
1::.:c-. in warm v. :::r for three to five 
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Cut andTuck 
Step 1 —ii r.:: .ssrv. misr ihe spoke re dampen iem. 

	

Step 2—Cut oft 	 i. :istde oniv o .. 	row 

	

:h the 10: 	:12 baskeL Be careL  

8 

Step 3— : rhe autside sxkes over the top of Ihe iast rew o 
weaving and do .......... :1. :2.::sket. Uze aeenii :: mark ea:. 

am tWO :: :. .: rews irc . ..:he iop ei the basket Trim 
th2 	-:cs at the 	oid tuch ti; cnds under -,wo er three 
rows ei weaving. 
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Apply the Rim 
Step 1 —Use clothespins to fasten the outside rirn reed, right 
side out, to a spoke. Begin laying the reed so that the bottorn 
of the rirn piece covers the last row of weaving. Use ciothes-
pins along the rim as you go, placing one at every other spoke. 
When you return to the beginning. overlap 2 to 3 inches of reed 
and trim any excess. 

Step 2—Place the inside rirn on the opposite side of the basket 
frorn the outside rim, with the wrong skle of the recd touching 
die inside of the basket. Fasten this rirn to the basket using clothes- 	Be careful not 

pins. Trirn any excess. 	 to begin where 
Step 3—Place the #3 round reed in the groove between the 	the rim er rim 
rims, overlapping the ends about /i inch. Trim any excess. 

filler is spliced 

or overlapped. 
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Lashing 
Step 1 —Hide the beginning lasher. Slip about 6 inches of 
the lasher, wrong side out, up between the inside rim and 
the inside wall of the basket, under the rinn fifler and down 
between the outside basket wall anti the outside rim. 

Step 2—Bring the end of the lasher hetween t'wo spokes, under 
tue last row of weaving, to the insklc of the iasket, completing 
a loop around the last row of weaving. 

Step 3—Again draw the tail of the lasher up between the 
insicle rim and the inside basket wall, over the top of the last 
row, untier the rim filler, and clown between the basket wall 
and the outside rim. The tail will be on the front side of the 
basket. Do not cut the tail at this time. 

lf you have hidden the lasher correctly, the right side of the 
lasher will iay over the top of tlie rims as you lash. 

41 	j 	Step 4—Lashing the nm. With the 
lasher secured, feed the other end of 
the lasher to the iight oftlie bldLk n 
loop md bc ' t en two liiJ ic itt spokes,  

ng from the front side of the hasket 
to the inside. Pull ihe lasher tight to 
the rims. Repeat this looping anti tight-
ening process ie \\ceii  each s)oke, all 
the way arouncl the basket rims. Be 
careful to keep the lasher fiat against 
the riins anti tu keep it ftom Iwist iiig. 

0 	
Step 5—Ending the lasher. Hide the 
other end of the lasher by drawing 
the tail up between the inside rim and 
the inside basket wall, under the rirn 

L. 611er, over the top of the last row, and 
down between the basket wall and 
the outside rim, repeat steps 2 and 3 
as you did to hide the lasher in the 
beginning. Cut off the beginning tail 
and the excess lasher. 

Step 6—When the basket dries, sand the reed and trim off any 
stray fibers. Use a fine-tip permanent marking pen to sign and 
date your basket mi ihe underside. 

32 	BASKETRY 



Campstool Seat 
This :r:iect. dsigned for thc :ginner w.: has considerable 
pract: in basket weaving. 15 ::th easv :: ::1ake and durable. 
Ii uses a twiil w€:• 

Seat Dimensions 
	

Materials Needed 

t, atXri.. 

Step 1— Assenihe the fra mc. 

Step 2—Soak severai long peces of reed in water. 

Step 3—With the Ion2 end :e frame iai-ing "ou and the 
s - :oth side of the facirz .:p. use a cat mas:1g 
tape to s:-:.rea long pieceof reed to the inside, front left 
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Step 4—\Vrn 	rri around e rik 
the 
of the reed touch.:. 	addwrap. Keep ihe wrappng farIv 
Iooe; the wraps iNui w,iuen up as vou weave the seat. 

0 	 0 

During the wrapping process, you might 
need to add another long weaver. Do this 

by overlapping the ends of the old and 
new weavers about 3 inches and stapling 

inside ofthe 

‚seat. Note: Overlap and staple the two 
pleces of reed near the center of the seat 

on the undemeath side.This will make lt 
easier to hide the staples when you do the 

finish work on the seat. Be careful when add- 

- 	ing a new weaver to keep the smooth side of the 

reed toward the outside of the seat 



Weaving the Pattem 
V will weve rh.- op of the sea 'hen turn lt over and weave 
the unde::G3t1i 	of the seat. 	'au weave it.. -.will pattem. Aays add a 

pack the weaving cIc.' rogethe: 	.ith the edges of the ::;s newweaverto 
touching. The twill pauern h 	wen in four rowt 	hen mc thetw Hweave 
patrern 15 repeated rnree mor 	: mes. This takes :: : :entration 
beca 	the 	vaN s changing. The critical part is in the center of 

each rov: .:rrectiv, because after the the bottom side 
a smp1e over tw: --oder t'." patern lollow5 	ri;;;eter in 
the master patter:: chart : 	 :eIp .2: rernemt: 	s:; to begin of the seat by 
each  overlappingthree 

orfaurstakes. 

There is no 

need to staple 

theends 

w2 

Master Pattern Chart 
Row 	Begin the Weave 

Row 1 Over two, then repeat under two-over two pattem 

Row 2 Over one, then repeat under two-over two pattem 

Row 3 Jnder two, then repeat over two-under two pattern 

Row 4 Under one, theri repeat over two.-under two pattem 
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Step 1 —Begin row 	;veaving a:r ::. then repeatlng an 
:tvo. over twc 	uern um 	veu cornpete rh 	row or 

the fram side. .The 	:::ght not 	wih a 	aver 
der twa par::. 	im rhefrar.e over. wrap rhe weaer 

ara:i die r4je 	u.', .. ...........e. 	nd wea;e rov 	again an the 
............:.: 	 er ard 	:•-i.: 	row .. 
Step 2—Begn 	v m:.-. -. 	e:c-r:e. :. - . i reDeat an 
...:..er Iwe, ov& ttv. 	:itern until v.: .1.OrnEIete thd rew or. 

e T-. die iiai;e over. ;vra: 	:a 	-:.r araund 	e 
.......................id weave rov2 again Of'. 	:. :: 	..:kside. 1..::: 	die 

r and begn row 3. 

0 o 

le 

1 .‚ 
1° 

S 	3Be:.. .T.: 5 	.. 	ig 	:hen repeat an 
cver twa, rinder iwo pauerr. .....tt . ............... ihis ro;v ort die 
dc tu s:de. Tii:n die frane 	wrat ::eweaerraund :he 
dde of die frtrrte. and veare :ow 3 agart eride : ;:ckstde. Turn 
Zi1C dame h:.:e c--.-er anc 	dn rcw 4. 
Step 4—Bez:: row 	'xeaving 	da a:e. ::en re;a: an 
c--er twa, utaer twa 	auern untiNu c:rn.ete Ih-'- 	ort 
dom dde. Turn die lrame o:er. w:art die wea;er araund the 

ide backdde. 
Turr. :.e 	:me back oven a:: 	vrt 	. 	 :.::: a beg:n 

36 	asimv 



Step 5—Repeat rows 1, 2, 3, and 4 as in steps 1 through 4 
above. Then repeat rows 1, 2, 3, and 4 again. 

Step 6—Repeat rows 1, 2, and 3. These last three rows of twill 
weave will be difficult to weave because the weaving in the 
seat begins to tighten up. You may have to use vour needle 
nose pliers to pinch the end of the reed and geiitly pull it 
throtigh the reeds. 

- 	Step 7—At the end 

0' 	 of the last row on 
the bottom side of 
the seat, cut the 
remaining weaver 
the length of the 
stool and weave it 

1 in as far as ii will 
go. Hide the end 
under three or 
four reeiis. 

Step 8—Remove 
the cable tie or masking tape carefully and mist the reed with 
water. Cut the remaining weaver the length of the stool and 
weave lt in as far as it will go, hiding the end under three 
or four reeds. 

Step 9 (optional)—To cover any vis-
ible staples underneath the seat, slide 
a piece of reed direcily over the top of 
the reed that you stapled, then tuck the / 
ends under two or more woven reeds. 
The staples also could he carefufly 
removed; the weav ng II be secure 

	

enough to hold. 	 - 

Step 10—Allow the reed to dry com-
pleteiy, then sand auv unwanted Übers 
of; the reed and trim. Use a fine-tip 
permanent marking pen to sign and 
date your seat on the bottom. 

The projects in this pamphlet are available in kits 
through the BSA National Distribution Center. See the 

resources section in the back of the book. 

Remember to 

mist your 

weaving material 

with water 

to keep itfrom 

drying out. 

Be careful 

not to wet the 

wooden frame. 
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American 
Indian Basketry 
American Indians have used woven objects in countless ways. 
Their beds, thatched roofs, floor mats, sandals, insulated boots, 
baby carriers, boat bauers, berry baskets, rain hats, and back- 
packs were all fashioned froin plants, grasses, and tree bark. 
Baskets could even be used for cooking over hot stones. Strong 
and iightweight, baskets coukl be sliaped to fit the user's 
needs. Baskeuy entered the home, furniture, ciothing, 
armor, religion, and eventually the trade economy of 
American Indian peoples. 

While baskets provided many common uses among 
American Indian peoples, many tribes found basketry 
to be a ready solution to problems that were unique to 
their terrhorv. The following exampies illustrate how 
the American Indian influerice on basket making varied 
across North America. 

Plateau Indians. The Nez Perce tribe is rememhered for 
exquisite hasketry that features hright geometrie designs. 
Nez Perce women wore basketwork hats woven from 
plant fibers. The \•Vascn and \Vishram trihes of Oregon 
devetoped an unusual "X-ray" style for basketiy designs. 
The skeietons of the artists' subjects could be seen in 
designs portraying animals and humans, as though the 
artists bad looked through the flesh. 

Pueblo. In A.D. 400, the Pueblo peoples of the Southwest 
used prairie grasses to weave sandals that looked similar 
to today's flip-flops. 

Navajo. The Navajo learned many of their basketry skills 
from the Puehlos. Thcy rnade cerernonial trays and other 
objects, as weil as prautical items like \•vater jugs and 
burden baskets for gathenng fruit. The Navajo prefer to 



The Cherokee 

added color to 

their work with 

natural dyes, 

including black 

extracted from 

butternut, orange 

from bloodroot, 

brown from 

use surnac and vi.icca in their hasketry, 
mainly hecause Navajo legend hokis 
that a weaver who uses willow will go 
blind. The most farnous of the Navajo 
basket designs is the wedding hasket, 
depicting the Earlh and its rnountains, 
with a break in the design to allow the 
spirits to ernerge. 

Cherokee. Tliroughout the 1700s and 
early 1800s, the kastern Clierokcc Llsed J white oak and cane to create baskets. 
In marc recent tirnes, they used honey- 
suckle vines and maple. River cane, 
which grows up to 30 feet tall along 

Plateau tribes were river bottoms, has been used through- 
renowned for their 
basketmaking. out the tribe's recorded historv to 

fashion arrow shafs, blowguns, 
rnats, and baskets. 

Hopi. The F-Iopi word for basket weaving means "peaceful." 
The works created hy these quiet artisans carried the pride 
and craftsrnanship of their inakers, and the finished pieces often 
were elaborate works of art that vere cherished in life and bur-
icil with the dead. The 1 opi people used paits and dyes from 
nunerals and crushed berrics, as well as beautiful sinnes and 
shells, to decorate their works. They cut the sinew of smah ani-
mais into strings for handles and straps, and 
used the anirnal skins as soft, strong lining for baskets, baby 
carriers, an.I bigs. 

walnut, and a 	Porno. Like other tribes frorn the California region, the Porno 

pale yellowfrom 	fashioned reeds, grasses, roots, and barks into all rnanner of 
articies: travs, containers, cocking pots, hals, mats, fish traps, 

yellowroot. The 	baby carriet -s, cerernonial objects, and eveil hoats. They deco- 
designs they 	rated their finely crafted baskets with shells and feathers. 

wove into their 

baskets depicted 

mportanttribal On long trips, Califomians 

and clan symbols.  
might wear yucca-fiber 
sandals, with soles almost 
1 inch thick. 
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O'odham andTohono O'odham. These 
tribes from southern Arizona made 
detailed baskets and even wove cotton 
fibers into fabric. 

OtherTnbes. Members of nomadic tribes 
such as the Ute and Apache created vater-
tight, lightweight baskets for traveling. 
Shoshone and Athabaskan people made 
canteens, pitchers, and sniaIl water storage 
tanks from coiled or twined weaves sealed 
with pine tar or asphaltum. An O'odham carryng-basket 

Respect for Mother Earth 
American Indians share a deep and abiding respect 

for the land and have practiced conservation 

techniques for thousands of years. 
For example, the Eastern Cherokee 
people of North Carolina, 

Tenriessee, and northern 

Georgia never took the first 
pknt they saw. Cherokee 
vveavers searched untii 

they ducovered an area 

wnere puarus gww piw -iuiuuy. 

Then they would carefuHy cut 

just a portion of each plant they 
harvested so that the grasses, vines, 
and trees would regenerate from ye8r 

to year. They took only what they needed, 
then returaed any leftover natural materials to 

the Appalachian Mountains, scattering them with 

thanks and gratitude to the Great Spirit tor the 
Earth's abundance.This respect and stewardship 

for all living things is still a fundamental principle 
underlying the lives of all native peoples. 

This 12-inch 
willow basket 
was mode 
by Apache 
Indians in the 
early 1800s. 
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Emergency Baskets 
Makeshift emergencv baskc'ts are some of the most fascinating 
woven crafts of i11 native neoples. These were made quickly 
and could be used to catch rainwater, bail out a leakv boat, 
transport goods to market, or carry all sorts of things—from 
live anhrnais to yams. 

For example, in central Africa, potters could cut long 
palm leaves to weave crude baskets that were shaped and 
sized to fit their !oads on the way to market. The peopic of 
the Nicobar Islands near India wrapped palm leaves to crea 
buckets, using vines to support the Ieaf bottom and hoki he 
shape of the walls. In lower Thailand, leaves were folded md 
stitchcd with a bit of reed or rattan to be used as a boat bailer. 
Througi: 	he tropics, ternporary baskets were made of fresh 
leaves from the cocoa palm to carry fish, game, or fruit. 

Burden basket 
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-- Sweetgrass 

Long-leaf 
pine needles / 

AV 

r j  

English  
w,IIow 

Pametto • 

leaves 	r 
I 

If you need to make an emergency basket, try to 

choose weaving material from saplings—less than 

a year old—with as few knots and buds as possible. 

Plants hecome more brittle with age, so a young 

plant is best suitecl for making an emergency basket 

hecause lt will bend easily. 

Make note of the types of plants found in your 

region that could he used to craft an emergency has-

ket Long leaf pine needles are prevalent along the 

southeastern coast, while sweetgrass, or sweot flag, 

can be found in Georgia und South Carolina. Weavers 

in the Northeast use materials like birch bark and 

dogwood saplings, while Midwesterners could use 

grasses such as rye and vvheat, cattail leaves, willow, 

sedges, and cornhusks. Various types of willow grow 

from Alaska throughout most of the northern United 

States. Grapevine and honeysuckle am abundant in 

tempeate cllmates like Texas. 

BASKETRY 	43 



Basketry Terms 
The following terms will be a useful reference as you complete your 
hasketry projects. 

base. The bottom of a basket; woven mat. 

cane. The material harvested from the inner bark of a tropical vine called rattart. 

coiling. A weaving techriiquc tising a rigid core that is wrapped and stitched with 
a softci, more flexible materiI. Rows of the wrapped core are slacked and sewn 
together rather than woven. 

continuous weave. Weaving done continuously over an odd number of stakes. 
lt is not clone one row at a Urne, but rather continuously from beginning to encl, 
adding weavers periodically. 

cut and tuck. When the basket is woven, the outside stakes are bent over the 
last row of weaving and tucked into the weaving on the inside of the basket; also 
called down staking. The inside stakes are cut off even with the top edge of the 
last row of weavilig. 

lasher. A piece of reed that secures the rim pieces; also referred to as lashing. 

lashing. The act of wrapping all the rirn pieces to the basket. 

losing a lasher. Hiding the end of the reed within the rim or weaving. 

packing. Pushing down each row snugly beside the previous woven row. 

pairing. A inethod of weaving (usually with round reed) using two weavers 
alternately in a twisting pattern in front of one spoke and behind one spoke; 
also called twinIng. 

plaited. Woven. 

plaiting. A weaving technique in which fiat strips pass over and under each other 
at right angles. 

plain weave. A simple over-one, under-one weave. Plain weave is sornetimes 
referred to as over-under weave and is generally known as basketivcae. 

These Ierrns an' ns'd with perrnssoi1 of Sterling Piihkshing Co.Inc-New York, N.Y.. frorn "The Baskei 
look' by i.yn Silur, 	053 hv .vn SUer and Carolyn kmp, a sind iriy/Lark book. 
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rattan. A climbing paim (vine) from which reed is made. 

reed. The inner core of the tropical vine rattan that has beeil cm into Rat, round, 
fiat-oval, half-round, or oval sht'es ar.-Jz 's used for haskets and fu::iure. 

rib. The round or oval pieces that extend from one side of the basket to the other 
and form the basic skeleton. 

rim. The p':.s, inside and outside, that fit over the top row of weaving to form an 
edge and give stability to the sides of a basket. 

tim fifter. A piece of round reed or sea grass placed between the two rim pieces 
of 	basket. 

spoke. The same as a stake but laid in a circle as spokes in a wheel. 

stake. Pieces of the woven mat (base) that are upset to become the upright 
elements of a basket. 

twilL A method o: ':aving in which the weaver passes over and under two or 
more stakes at a time. 

twining. A mcc - f '.vcaving 	'.vith round rced) using two weavers 
aIternaev in a.vs' ......:?attern in 	of one spoke i:c. behind one spoke; 
also called pairin,g. 

upset. To bend the stakes up and over upon themselves (toward the base), 
creating a crease at the base of the stake. This action creates the side supports 
of the basket. 

weaver. The fiber, often reed, 
that moves over and under 	 - 
the stakes, spokes, or ribs. 	 - 
wicker. A basketry 	 - NI 

technique that 	 - 

employsstal d sor  

spc•tcs, and round 	 . 
v':ers, woven  

perpendicular to  
the spokes.  

.-- 	_‚ 
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Basketry Resources 
Books 

Barratt, Olivia Elton. Basketmaking. 
Henry Holt, 1993. 

Bibhv, B:c!. ..y ':rial ‚  
India" 

I:::.z: Cter. Heydav, 2012. 

Cra\v,:. IJ. Tue Weekend Cra,fter: 
Basko:.. Lark Crafts, 2011. 

Crook, Georgia, 3o.ketmaking. 
Crowood, 2000. 

Donev. Me'v!.Baske. 
F:c::.:::  

FarielIo, M. Anna. Cherokee Basketrv: 
From die Hands c Qur Elders. The 
Historv Press, 2009. 

Franz, Linda. Bcc &.ket Makto: All 
die Skills anc[oy YOU Neec 	Get 

Stackpole Books, 2008. 

Harding, Stella. Practical Basketiy. 
A&C Black, 2012. 

Hopcc. c. Con :porary Wicker 
Lark Books. 1997. 

LaFerla, Jane. M'o 	.‚eii' Baskets: 
Simple 

7i'chruques. Sterling, 2000. 

Peabody, Sarah, cc William A. 
Turnbaugh. i:c±.orl Baskets. 
Sc.:fer Publishing, 1986. 

Siler, Lyn. The Ultimate Basket Book: 
Aomucop:: Popular Designs to 
Make. Lark Bocks, 2006. 

Turnbaugh, Sarah P., and Wifliam A. 
Turnbaugh. Indian Bask.. 3rd cd. 
Schiffer Publishing, 2004. 

L:nda. 	g a 
-- 'ia 7iza;. A Native 

American Bcisketmaker, 
Lerner Publications, 1997. 

For your convenience, 
the BSA National Distribution 
Center has prepackaged kits 

available for the square basket, 
round basket, and campstool 

seat featured in this pamphlet. 

National Distribution Center 
Boy Scouts of Arne rica 

P0. Box 7143 
Charlotte, NC 28241-7143 

Toll-free telephone: 
800-323-0736 

Website: 
http://www.scoutshop.org  
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Organizati o n s and Websites 

Association of Michigan 
l3asketmakers 
Website: 
hetp://w.»rnichiganbasketmakerscom 

BasketMakers 
Website: T: ::p://basketmakerscom 

National Basketry Organization 
Telephone: 617-863-0366 
Website: 
http://wwwieatic  aIbasketryorg 

North Carolina 
Basketmakers' Association 
Website: 
h::p.  

Basketry Suppilers 
Baskets of Joy 
Telephone: 207-725-5899 
Toll-free telephone: 800-377-6097 
Website: :://www±skeesofjoycom 

BasketWeavrqSu rpiescom 
Toll-free telephone: 866-928-5430 
Website: 
http:/fwwwbasketweavingsuppIie&com 

The Country Seat Inc. 
Telephone: 610-756-6124 
Website: http://www.countrvseaLrom  

lnter.MaresTrading Co. Inc. 
Telephone: 631-957-3467 
Toll-free telephone: 800-229-CANE 
Website: http://wwcanefishcom  

Suzanne Moore's N.C. BasketViorks 
oll-fr,e telephone: 800-338-4972 
Vebsite: 	//ww%vncbasketwo:<s.com  

Paul's Supplies 
Telephone: 303-948-2767 
Website: http://wwwpau1ssuppIiescom  

Vi Reed &Cane 
Toll-free teeLhone: 800-852-0025 
-. ifebsite: :://wwvbasketweavingcom 
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MERIT BADGE LIBRARY 
Though intended as an aid to youth in Scouts BSA, and quaiified Venturers and Sea 
Scouts in rneeting merit badge requirements, these pamphiets are of general interest 
and are made 1 ailabH bl ma' y 3chooL Ind public libraries. -Phe, latest revision 
date of each pur phiet rr ght Rot correspor d with the copyright datu shown below, 
because this list is corrected only once a year, in January. Any number of merit badge 
parnphlets nay he revised throughout the year; others are simply reprinted until a 
revision becon'ou nc ssary. 

If a Sc 	‚las alt eady started working on a merit badge when a new edition tor that 
pamphlet is ntroduced, they may continue to use the same mcrit badge pamphlet to 
earn the badgo and fulf/!l the requirements therein. In other wordn. he Scout need not 
start over agairl with the nec' pamphlet and possibly revised reqir ments. 

Merit Badge Pamphlet Year Merit Badge Pamphlet Vear Merit Badge Pamphlet Year 
American Business 2013 Fernily Ute 2016 Plant Science 2018 
ArneC3, Cuitures 2013 Farm Machnics 2017 Plurribing 2012 
AmsIcan Herrtage 2013 Fir'qerprirtir.g 2014 Potlery 2008 
American Labor 2018 Fire Saf 2016 P 	Iramming 2013 
Animr,l Science 2014 First Am 2015 je Health 2017 
Animatioll 2015 1 	3.h and Wtdlife Pubiic Speaxiog 2013 
Archneology 2017 Management 2014 Pu!p and Paer 2013 
Arcrrory ' Hshing 2013 Radio 2017 
Architectureand Fiy-Fishing 2014 Railroadirrg 2015 

LandscapeArchitecture 2014 r-restry 2015 P'mdinq 2013 
Art 2013 Ganie Design 2013 lila rad 
Aslronomy 2016 ..urdening 2013 Arnphibian Study 2018 
Athletics 2016 Genearogy 2013 Ritte Shooting 2012 
Aulomotive Maintenance 2017 Goocaching 2016 Robotics 2016 
Aviation 2014 Geology 2016 Ron 	j 2014 
Backeacking 2016 Golf 2012 Saf 2016 
Basketry 2017 GraphicArts 2013 Saksmansbip 2013 
Bird Study 2017 Hiking 2016 Schoiarship 2014 
ttuglirrg (See Music) Herne Repairs 2012 Scouting Hnrnage 2017 
Campnq 2018 Horsernanship 2013 Scuha Di 2009 
Canonnn 2014 Indian Lore 2008 ScuIturx 2014 
Cherr ,  2016 lnsact Study 2018 Sesrch sah Rescue 2018 
COOSu 2016 Inveoting 2C16 Shotgur Shooting 2013 
Citizeaship 	e Journal zr , i 2017 Siqns. Sir 	and Codes 2015 

Commur 2015 Kayakir 2016 Skating 2015 
Crtizershrp 	lire Nation 2014 Lsndsc- ape Archtecture SmaII-Boat Saling 2016 
Cltzenshp in Ide World 2015 tsee Arc.rtectu'el Snow Sports 2017 
C!irrrbinq 2011 La 2011 and Wster 
Coin Celle 2017 Lc 	work 2017 onservation 2016 
Col!cctions 2013 Liuing 2017 .uce Exploration 2016 
Conlrrurrical.on 2013 MammalStudy 2014 Soorts 2012 
Conrposite Materials 2012 Medicine 2012 Stamp Collecting 2013 
Cueking 2014 Motalwork 2012 Surveying 2004 
Caere Prevention 2012 Mininq in Society 2014 Sr.rstriinability 2013 
Cycing 2017 Mcdxl Design and Building 2010 Swi 	ig 2014 
Dentistiy 2016 Motorboating 2015 Text 2014 
Digital Technotogy 2014 Moviemaking 2013 Thealer 2014 
Dissh2tres Awareness 2016 Music and Bugling 2013 Tratte Satety 2016 
Dog Gare 2016 Nature 2014 Truck Transportation 2013 
Dratting 2013 Nuctear Scence 2 ij ' Veterinary Modicine 2015 
Eloctricty 2013 Ocosnooraphy 2 Wster Sports 2015 
Eiectronics 2011 Orionte 2016 Weathor 2013 
Emergency Preparedness 2015 Pairrtin 2016 Wo!ding 2016 
Energy 2014 Personai Frss 2016 Wnrtewster 2005 
Engineering 2016 Personal Management 2015 Wildernsss Survival 2012 
Entreoreneurship 2013 Pts 2013 Wood Carsing 2016 
Erivirontnental Science 2015 Photoqraphy 2016 Woodwork 2011 
Exploration 2016 Pionsoring 2017 

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA • SUPPLY GROUP 
NATIONAL DISTRIBUTION CENTER To place an order, 

2109 Westinghouse Boulevard call customer service 
RO. Box 7143 toll-free 830-323-0736 

Charlotte, NC 28241-7143 	 or go to 
www.scoutshop.org  
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