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How to Use This Pamphlet
The secret to successfully earning a merit
badge is for you to use both the pamphletand
the suggestions of your counselor.

Your counselor can be as important to you as a

coach is to an athlete. Use all of the resources
your counselor can make available to you. This
may be the best chance you will have to learn
about this particular subject. Make it count.

If you or your counselor feels that any information
in this pamphletis incorrect, please let us know.
Please state your source of information.

Merit badge pamphlets are reprinted annually
and requirements updated regularly. Your
suggestions for improvement are welcome.

Who Pays for This Pamphlet?

This merit badge pamphletis one in‘a series
of more than 100 covering all kinds of hobby and
career subjects. It is made available for you to buy
as a service of the national and local councils, Boy
Scouts of America. The costs of the development,
writing, and editing of the merit badge pamphlets are
paid for by the Boy Scouts-of America in.order to bring
you the best book at a reasonable price.

Send comments along with a brief statement about yourself to
Pilots and Program Development, $272
~  Boy Scouts of America » 1325 West Walnut Hill Lane -« frving, TX 75038
If you prefer, your may send your comments to meritbadge@Scouting.org.
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Requirements

1. Do the following:

a. Briefly discuss the historical origin and domesstication
of the'dog.

b. Describe some common characteristics of the dogs that
make up each of the seven major dog groups.

<. Tell some specific characteristics of seven breeds of
dogs {one from each major group}, OR give a short
history of one breed.
2. Point out on a dog or a skeich at least 10 body parts. Give
the correct name of each one.

3. Do the following:

a. Explain the importance of house-training, obedience
training, and socialization training for your dog.

b.. Explain what “responsible pet ownership” means:

Explain what issues (including temperament) must be
considered when deciding on what breed of dog to get
as a family pet.

4. For two months, keep and care for vowr dog.* Maintain a
tog of your activities during this period that includes these
stems: feeding schedule, types of food used; amount fed,
exercise periods, fraining schedule, a weekly body weight
record, grooming and bathing schedules, veterinary care i
necessary, and cosis. Also include 2 brief description of the

'

type of housing/shelier arrangements vou have for your dog.

- ‘Explain the correct way to obedience train a dog and
what equipment vou would need. Show with your dog

L

*The aotivities used to fulfill the reguirements for the Dog Cars merit badge
may not be used to help fifll requivements for other merit badges.
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any three of these comimands: “come,” “sit;” “"down,”
“heel,” “stay,” “fetch” or “get it,” and “drop it.”

. Do the following:

a.- Discuss the proper vaccination schedule for a dog in
vour area from puppyhood through adulthood.

b, Discuss the control methods for preventing fleas, ticks,
heartworms, and intestinal parasites {worms) fora dog
in your area from puppvhood through aduithood:

<. Explain the importance of dental care and tooth
brushing to your pet’s health.

4. Discuss the benefits of grooming your dog’s coat and
nails on a regular basis.

€. Discuss with your counselor any seasonal conditions
{like hot summers, cold winters, or extreme humidity)}
where vou live that need to be considered for your dog.

f. Discuss with your counselor the considerations and
advantages of spaving or neutering vour dog.

- Do the following:

a. Explain precautions to'take in handling a hurt dog.

b. Show how to pul on an emergency muzzle

c.- Explain how to treat wounds. Explain first aid for a
dog bite.

d. Show how to put on’a simple dressing and bandage

the foot, body, or head of your dog.

Explain what to do if a dog is hit by a car:

List the things needed in every dog owner’s first-aid kit.

Tell the dangers of home treatment of a serious ailment,

- Briefly discuss the cause and method of spread, the
signs and symptoms, and the methods of prevention of
rabies; parvovirus, disternper, and heartworms in dogs.

ooga

. Visit 3 velerinary hospital or an animal shelter and give a

report about vour visit to your counselorn

- Know the laws and ordinances involving dogs that are in

force in yvour community.

- Learn about three career opportunities for working with

dogs. Pick one and find out about the education, training,
and experience required for this career, and discuss this
with vour counselor. Tell why this profession interests you.

DOG CARE
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ASCOUTS BEST FHIEND

A Scout’s Best Friend

The jove and interdependence between humans and dogs

has epdured for thousands of vears. Evidence suggests that
dogs and humans started relying on each other thousands of
vears ago. Today, dogs are our coworkers and companions.
They assist search-and-rescue teams, law enforcement officers,;
hunters, farmers; and people with disabilities. They also play
with us and keep us company.

Evolution of the Dog

Although there are hundreds of breeds that look very different
from each other, all dogs are members of the same spéecies,
Cariis familiaris.

Scientists believe that todays
: owe their existence

to wolves tamed long ago.
wolf is the ancestor of

the modern domestic dog;

in fact, they are almo

_ genetically identical
can breed with dogs an

produce normal pups.

Scientists believe that domesticated
dogs descended from the wolf.

DOG CARE 7
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The origin of dogs can be traced 1o an animal called
Miacis, which looked more like a weasel than a dog. This
small, flesh-eating creature had short legs, a long tail; five toes,
and teeth like those of today’s carnivores. The next important
ancestot; called Cyniodictis was the first to have doglike char-
acteristics, such as a shortened fifth toe, 42 teeth, and longer
legs for running. Then came a descendent of Cynodictis, called
Tomarctus, which resembled today’s dogs even more. This
animal had short, erect ears, long legs and tail, and a dew-
claw that had developed from the shortened fifth toe. "Also,
Tomarctus probably behaved much like today’s dogs do

Al breeds of dogs and wolves evolved from Tomarctus.
Scientists group them in & family called Canidae Today,
some scientists believe dogs may have evolved from the
foxlike Leptocyon.

The sarliest §§§§ §3¥§§§§3§§ resembled the §§$Sﬁ§’f‘£~§3¥
dingo, the a&&ié dog of Australia

Domestication

Dogs probably were the first animals to be domesticated.
Evidence left in the camps and burial mounds of early humans
show that people kept dogs as hunters, trackers, and watch-
dogs. Later, as humans began to raise sheep, cattle, and other
livestock; their dogs learned to herd the flocks and watch over
them. In temples and tombs of ancient civilizations, draw-
ings and inscriptions show that the ancient Egyptians kept
short-legged house dogs and tall spotted dogs that looked like
Greyhounds. The Saluki also was kept; it is the oldest recog-
nized breed. The Assyrians used a powerful Mastiff type of
dog for hunting.

Many toy breeds originated in China. Asians brought
thers to Europe in the fourth century, which resulted intoday’s
curly-coated European breeds.



ASCOUTS BEST FRIEND

When the first European explorers arrived in the Americas,
they discovered that American Indians had domesticated dogs
o serve as watchdogs, pets, and beasts of burden:

By the 1700s, breeds in Europe were being refined for
hunting, retrieving, and companionship. The first dog show,
held in England in 1859, proved that people had started to
appreciate different breeds of dogs for their unique character-
istics. Today, only an expert could recognize all the breeds
of dogs:

DOG CARE 9






DOGBREEDS AND CHARACTERISTICS

Dog Breeds and
Characteristics

The wide range of shape, size, color, and personality of
purebred dogs is the result of controlled breeding and
selection: Some dogs were bred to hunt, some 10 serve as
guard or sled dogs, and some to be herders. Others were
kept as pets, companions, and guides.

In the late 1800s, at the same time that dog shows were
gaining popularity, a system was developed for classifying
breeds according to how they are used. In the United States,
the American Kennel Club has maintainied a registry of breeds
since 1884. Recognized groups are sporting dogs, hounds,
working dogs, terriers, toys; nonsporting dogs, and herding
dogs. Within these seven groups, the AKC recognizes 195
breeds {as of 2019; new breeds are being recognized and
approved every year}.

'fs creat,e hreeds, dog ewrzars mtemmaai , r ;
purebreé :cfags and certsfy and reg;stef the pu;:g’yr '

A purebred dog has-a “traceable” family Ime Its father
{sire} and mother (dam) are of the same breed and are
registered. A purebred dog can trace its-ancestry back to
the time its breed was established. Mixed-breed dogs are
not eligible for registry. Nevertheless, for many owners a
mixed-breed dog makes a wonderful pet.

In thé«i}ni‘téd Sf,até’s,'fhe number of ébg&-{;dre!}réd .
and mixed breed—is estimated at 89 million.

DOG CARE "



DO BREFDA ANT CHARACTERISTICS

The groups recognized by the AKC are as follows:

SPORTING DOGS

These are dogs that “scent” and either track, point, or flush
{reveal a bird’s location and-cause it to fly),‘and retrieve game
birds on land or in water,

Sporting dogs and their country of origin include:

American Water Spaniel
{United States)

Boykin Spaniel {United States)
Brittany (France}

Chesapeake Bay Retrisver
{United States)

Clumber Spaniel {France}

Cocker Spaniel {England)
Curly-Coated Retriever {England}
English Cocker Spaniel (England)
English Setter {England)

English Springer Spaniel
{England}

Field Spaniel (England)
Flat-Coated Retriever (England)

German Shorthaired Pointer
{Germany)

German Wirehaired Pointer
{Germany)

Golden Retriever {Scotland)

12 DOG CARE

Gordon Setter {Scotland)

Irish'Red and White Setter
{lreland}

Irish Setter (Ireland)

Irish Water Spaniel {lreland)
Labrador Retriever {Canada)
Lagotto Romagnolo {Haly)

Nederlandse Kooikerhondije
{Netherlands)

Nova Scotia Duck Tolling
Retriever {Canada)

Pointer (England)

Spinone ltaliano {italy)

Sussex Spaniel {England)
Vizsla {Hungary)

Weimaraner (Germany}

Welsh Springer Spaniel (Wales)

Wirehaired Pointing Griffon
{Netherlands}

Wirghaired Vizsla {Hungary)
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Hounds hunt all game except birds. Hounds were bred not just
to find or flush out game for human hunters to shoot, but to
irack their prey by scent or sight and to catch it Some hounds,
such 3% Bloodhounds, frack by scent. Other hiounds, such as
the Afghan and Whinpet, frack by sightl

Afghan §-§§§§§ %%?g%ggéggsgé
Armerican English Coonhound
iUnited Siates)
American Foxhound
{United States})
Azawakh (Burkina Faso/
Mali/Niger}
Basenii (Egvpt
Basset §§§§§§§§§§§§§%§
Beagle {England)}
Black gg’%é‘gg Loonhound
{United States}
Bioodhound {italy)

Bhustick Coonhound
{United States)

Borzoi (Russia)

Cimeco dell’Etna {ltaly)
Dachshund {Germany
English Foxhound {England)

Grand Basset Griffon Vendeen
{France:

Grevhound Egyntt

Harrier (England)
ibizan Hound | §§§ '

Norwegian Ei&%@a&sﬁ i%ﬁgﬁﬁg ’
Otterhound (England) o

Petit Basset Griffon Vendeen
{Francel ~

Pharach §§§§§§§§§§§
Piott iéég%ieé%’%g&}
§§§§§§§§

Rhodesian §§§§ éaéz
{South Africa)

Saluki (Egypt)

Scottish Deerhound iSca!!aiaﬂg -

Sioughi §§§§§ §§§§:§§

§§§§§§§ ?és%%%%‘ §§§§§§§§§

Whippet (England)

DOG CARE 13



WORKING DOGS

Working dogs were bred to do specific jobs: These bréeds
guard livestock; serve as watchdogs, pull carts; tug sleds;
perform mountain and water rescues, and serve as watchdogs.
Some of them also serve in the milltary

§§§§§§§§§§$§$§§ their country of origin %{%ﬁ%ﬁ ’

Akita Ldapan!
Alsskan Malamuis
fiinited Siates?
Anatolian Shepherd Dog {Turkev)

Bernese Mountain Dog
{Switzeriand}

Black Russian Terrier {Russia)
Boerboel {South Africal
Boxer {Germany

Bullmastiff iEngland!

Cane Corso {Haly)

Chinook {Linitad States)
Doherman Pinscher iGermany!
Dogue de Bordeaux (France}
German Pinscher {Germany!
Giant Schnauzer {Germany}
Great Dane {Germany)

14 DOG CARE

Great ?‘?m {Francel

Greater Swiss Mounisin Dog
{Switreriand}

Komondor iHungary}
Kuvasz {Tibet}
Leonberger {Germany)
Mastiff {(England}
Neapolitan Mastiff {italy}
Newfoundiand {Canada}
Portugusse Water Dog {Portugal
Rothweiler (Germany
Saint Barnard {Svatzeriand}
Samoved {Siberial
Siberian Husky

{Northeastern Asia}
Standard Schnauzer {Germany)
Tibetan Mastiff (Tibet}



TERRIERS

DOG BREEDS AND CHARACTERIZTICS

Terriers originally were bred to kill rats and to force foxes and
otters out of their dens. The name “terrier” comes from the
Latin ferrg firma, meaning earth.

Afradale?’erﬁsr'iﬁng%né}
~ American Hairless Terrier
{United States)

American Staﬁqrdshife"!"érﬁer
{England) :

&E;st;;aiiaa'i‘ex%s% (Australia)
3&&&%@?&3?&;{%&{ {England}
Sef{is?’?emgr {England}
Sﬁi%‘i‘émei* {Engiand}

ﬁ&;g‘; /Sﬁ‘iﬁi‘ {Scotland}

{iesizg?e&sf {Czech Republic}

§3§§§s &s&}s;ﬁ?&ﬁeg
{Eigfiasé}

§§§§g&s{ {Ireland)}

Kerry é%ié?%i‘%’%&i‘ {ireland}
iakgiagé'{eme; {England}

&%&&ﬁies‘{sg‘{gﬁgef {England} :
&é&a&g{;s?e Bull Terrier (England)

: Norw«dﬁeme éﬁéland)

 Boft Cogted %‘é’ge&zg

~ Staffordshire Bull’
maal Terrier {lreland) -

Welsh Terrier {Wales

Mamaiure Smnaﬁzer {Germany}
NorfoikTem' -

Parscn Russei Terrier (Engiand}
RatTerrier {i}r;;teé States)
Russell Terrier (England
Scottish ‘{gff;sg {Scot
ﬁﬁﬁi’gi}sﬁé?%?ﬁéf W,
SkyeTerrier (Scotlan
Smooth Fox Terrier (B;

{ireland}

{England!

West Highland Wh
{Scotland}

Wire FoxTerrier (B sl
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DOGBREEDS ARND CHARACTERISTICS

NONSPORTING DOGS
This category is for those breeds that do not fit in other
AKC categories.

Nonsporting dogs and their é&tﬁf&’i‘:{? of origin include:

American Eskimo Dog Keeshond {Netherlands)

(United States) Lhasa Apso (Tibet)
Bichon Frise (Spain)

Boston Terrier {United States)
Bulldog {England)
Chinese Shar-Pei {China)

Lowchen {Germany)
Norwegian Lundehund {Norway)
Poodle {France)

Schipperke (Belgium)
Chow Chow {{3’%%%&3} Shiba Inu {33333}
Coton deTulear (Madagascar) Tibetan Spaniel (Tibet)
Dalmatian {L.roatia) Tibetan Terrier (Tibet)
Finnish Spitz (Finland) Xoloitzcuintli (Mexico)
French Bulidog {France}
TOYS

Tov dogs were bred to be Hny companions.

Affenpinscher {Germany} Manchester Terrier {England}

Brussels Griffon {Belgium} Miniature Pinscher {Germany}
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Papillon {Spain}

(England) Pekingese (China)
Chihuahua (Mexico) Pomeranian {Germany/Poland)}
Chinese Crested §{§'§§§§ Poadie {;{3??&3;
English Toy Spaniel {(England} Pug (China)
Havanese §€§§}§§ ShihTzu {€§§§§§§}
ftalian Greyhound Silky Terrier (Australia)

{Greece/Turkey) . .

: Toy Fox Terrier (United States)
Japanese Chin (Japan} : .
Yorkshire Terrier (England)

Maltese {Malta)

16 DOG CARE




HERDING DOGS

DOG BREEDS AND CHARACTERISTICS

Herding dogs were bred to herd sheep or cattle. You can
especially see them in-action in ‘Australia, Scotland,
England, and Wales.

Australian Cattle Dog (Australia)

Australian Shepherd =
{United States)

Bearded Collie (Scotland)
Beauceron {France) /
Belgian Malinois (Belgium)
Belgian Sheepdog (Belgium)
Belgian Tervuren (Belgium)
Bergamasco Sheepdog (italy)
Berger Picard (France) :

Border Collie {Engian@?%ﬁand} ‘
Bouvier des Flandres {Seigihm§ .

Briard (France)

Canaan Dog (srael)

Cardigan Welsh Corgi (Wales) ‘
Collie {E'rgg!andecotland)

Entlebucher Mountain Dog
{Switzerland)

Finnish Lapphund (Finland)}

German Shepherd Dog
{Germany)

Icelandic Sheepdog ticeland)

Miniature American Shepherd
(United States)

Ncrwegxan Buhund
Old English Sheepdo
Pembroke Welsh Corai {Waies}

T

~ Polish Lowland Sheagds;g
~ (Poland) ~

Puli (Hungary)

£ ?’Pumi {Hungary)
‘ Pyrenean Shepherd (France)

Shetland Sheepdog (Scotland)
SpamshWater Bog 3;:& o
Swedish Vanhun

DOG CARE 17



JOG BREEDS AND CHARACTERISTICS

Here are some of the most
popular breeds of dogs along with
some of their characteristics:

American Cocker Spaniel.
Height: 1412 to 15Y/2 inches,
females-an inch shorter; weight:
24 to 28 pounds; coat: sitky;
color: solid -buff, black, parti-
color (a predominant ¢olor with
patches of one or more other
colors), tricolor, and others; ears
hang down. This cheerful and
gentle sporting dog is playful
and does well in confined spaces
if given plenty of exercise.

Irish Setter. Height: 26'to 28
inches, females two inches
shorter; weight: 60 to 70 pounds;
coat: silky with longer chest
hair; color: mahogany or rich
chestnut brown; ears hang down.
This popular and regal sporting
dog ranges-in personality from
clownish to reserved.

Labrador Retriever. Height:
212 to 24Y/2 inches; weight: 55
to 75 pounds; coat: straight and
dense; color: golden to black;
ears hang down. One of the
finest family dogs in the world,
this good-natured, adaptable
sporting dog does fine inthe
city-and country provided it
gets plenty of exercise. Labs are
strong swimmers.

18 DOG CARE



DOG BREEDS AMD CHARACTERISTICS

Afghan Hound. Height: 26 t0 28
inches; weight: 50 to 60 pounds;
coat: long, straight, thick, and
sitky hair, fine in texture, with
short hair on face; color: black,
cream; silver, brindle (brownish
with black stripes and flecks);
ears hang down. This dog ranges
in personality from nervons io
clownish to dignified. Requires
exira grooming.

Beagile {13-inch and 15-inch}.
Height: 10 1o 13 inches (13-
inch}, 13 1015 inches {15-
inch); weight: 18 1020 pounds
{13-inch}, 20 to 30 pounds
{15-inch}; coat: hard; c¢olor:
combination of black, white,
and tan; ears hang down. This
good-natured and cheerful dog
is very adaptable

Dachshund {Standard
Smooth] Height: 9 inches;
weights 10 to 20 pounds; coat:
hard; color: black-andanora
solid, reddish brown; ears hang
dowrn. This very curious hound
oves companionship but avoids
long walks. A good indoor pet.

Alaskan Malamute. Height: 23
to 25 inches; weight: 75 to 110
pounds; coat: coarse; color: black
or shades of gray with a lighter
face and underbody; ears prick
up. This working dog can range
from plaviul 1o quietly dignified:
H#left isclated, the dogcan
become aggressive. Oftenused io
pull sleds in northern cimates.
May require exira grooming.

DOG CARE 19
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Boxer. Height: 21 to 25 inches;
weight: 60 to 75 pounds; coat:
hard; color: light tan, reddish
brown, often with white
markings on the face, neck; and
feet; ears are sometimes cropped
for show or are left hanging;

tail docked. This working dog

is often good-natured with an
expressive face

Golden Retriever. Height
213/2 10 24 inches; weight:

55 1075 pounds; coat: thick,
repels water, can be wavy or
straight, with feathers on the
neck, underbody, and back of
the forelegs; colon goldenfan in
a variety of shades, from light
1o dark; ears are short and fall
close to the cheek; its thick 1ail
curves slightly upward. This
friendly; active dog makes an
ideal family pet.

Airedale Terrier. Height: 22 1023
inches; weight: 45 to 60 pounds;
coat: hard and wiry; color:

tan head, legs, and chest with
blackish back and sides; ears
fold forward. This dog is very
playiul as a puppy and matures
into a very dignified adult.

20 DOG CARE



Fox Terrier {(Smooth and Wire).
Height: 14Y/2 to 15%/2 inches;
weight: 15 to 19 pounds; coat:
short and wiry; color: mostly
white with black and tanor tan
dog is one of the most bold and
have 3 lot of fun plaving Ioich
weights 25 10 27 pounds; coalt
short and wiry: color reddish or
golden red, sometimes lighter:
ears fold forward. This terrier
has a lot of spirit and is fearless
and full of spunk.

Chihuahua {Smooth and
tonghaired). Height 5 inches;
weights 2 1o 6 pounds; coatl soft;
foy dog is made Tor indooss
Pekingese. Height 8109
inches: weight: 14 pounds; coat:
coarse with a thick ruff; color:
red; tan; black, white. black-
and-tan, parched, brownish, or
brindle; ears hang down. This
bt 35 5 favoriie indoor dog.
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Yorkshire Terrier. Height: 7109
miches; weight: 3 to:7 pounds;
coat: straight and silky with
fong hair hkaﬁﬁm aamé from

M
&
o
1
o

h, ;gr;ﬁ, of pat %g%
dmmcuve protiuding lower jaw.
This nonsporting dog, once a

ﬁerce ﬁt,hter can be vexy swee!

35 1

Poodle (Mmlatm'e) Height: 10
to:15 inches; weight: 141017
paund«:' coat: a':uriy and dﬁ;ase;

SIVOS ggé
exira grooming.



inches, females 2 inches sharter;
weight 50 to 75 pounds; coat’
matted and thick with longer
hair tinderneath; color: gold
to:brown or black with white
markings; ears three-quarters
prick with the top quartsr
tioping forward, Lassis, the

German Shepherd. Height 24

£

Shetland Sheepdog. Height
13 1016 inches; weight: 20 t0 30
pounds; coat: outer coat long,
forry, and dense undercoal;
color: biack, bluish, or golden,
marked with varving amounts
forward Thiv sz gentle ang

2

ANTY LT
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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR DOG

Getting to Know
Your Dog

Dogs are remarkable animals. It’s hard to imagine that a Great
Dane and a Toy Poodle are the same species, but they are
genetically identical, have the same anatomy, and grow up
the same way.

Newborn puppies have closed eyes and ear canals and no
teeth. They also cannot walk. But they do have fully functional
senses of smell and taste, which they use to find their mother.
Immediately after whelping (birth), a puppy can drag itself to its
mother’s belly, where it can feed on her milk and find comfort.

By the third week, puppies can see, hear, and crawl. They
also begin to teethe. By the sixth week, incisors and canine
teeth have come in. These are puppy teeth and they are tem-
porary. The first of the permanent teeth begin to come in by
the third month, and by the seventh month the puppy has a
full set of teeth in place.

Puppies can run by week five, and so begins a particularly
active social and learning period. Their brains are rushing
toward full development, so this is a good time to begin
socializing and training.

Most puppies are sexually mature and can mate when
they are 10 months old. Female dogs go into heat every six or
seven months for about a three-week period. If she becomes
pregnant, a dog will give birth to a litter in about 63 days. This
means that most dogs can whelp two litters a year.

DOG CARE 25



GETTING TO

Male dogs are
particularly
territorial and
will mark their
territory with
urine, feces, and
the scent from

their anal glands.

26 DOG CARE

KNOW YOUR DOG e

A puppy is considered mature at its first birthday, but it
might take longer than a year for it to reach full size. And its
personality might continue to be puppylike for much longer.

Small and medium-sized dogs live about 15 years; a large
dog might live only nine to 12 years. As dogs age, their senses
begin to fail: They lose their sight and become hard of hearing,
and their senses of smell and taste diminish.

Parts of a Dog

Every dog has a head, body, and legs. Each of these body parts
differs among breeds as do other features such as the dog’s
size and its hair color.

THE HEAD

A variety in head shape and size is one reason dogs look so
different from each other. The skull can be wide and flat, like
a bulldog’s, or narrow and long, like a collie’s. Many breeds
have skulls shaped somewhere in between. But all dogs have
a stop, which is a small indentation in the forehead. Of course,
some dogs have a pronounced stop, while on others the stop is
hardly noticeable.

Dogs have a remarkable sense of smell. A dog’s
nostrils have many nerve endings, which pick up
minute odors. When a dog sniffs, it is sizingup its

ent. Scientific studies have found that
dogs’ nosesare 20 to 40 times more sans;twe than
those of humans :

On the outside, dogs’ ears come in many shapes and sizes.
They can be short or long, folded or upright, or droopy. But
dogs’ middle and inner ears—the parts that do the hearing—are
the same for all breeds. The design of dogs’ ears gives them a
keen sense of hearing that allows them to hear sounds that
humans can’t. This is why dogs are sometimes the first to
notice a person’s arrival.
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GETTING TOENOW YOUR DOG
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Because dogs are predators, their eyes are positioned close
together and facing forward on the head; and their vision is
suited for both day and night. This allows dogs to-detect a'lot
of detail and movement. In addition to the two eyelids that
open and close the eve, dogs alsohave a third eyelid; called
the haw or nictitating membrane, which helps protect and
clean the eyes. It is hard to see the haw because it is hidden
in the inner corner of the eye when the ‘eye is open:

Besides being long, pink, and slimy, a dog’s tongue
is an important part of iis cooling system. Moisture
evaporating from a panting dog’s tongus helps keep
the dog cool on a warm, sunny day.

Most adult dogs have 42 permanent teeth. In the front
part of the mouth; these include 12 incisors and four canines
for biting and tearing food. In the rear part of the mouth; there
are 16 premolars and 10 molars for chewing.

Yocal folds, Jocated in the neck; determine a dog’s bark,
growl, and whimper. The size of the vocal folds differs among
breeds. This difference is how a Labrador Retriever gets its
deep, loud bark and a Yorkshire Terrier ifs piercing, high-
pitched one: Interestingly, the Basenji breed does not bark.

THE BODY AND LEGS

One of the most distinctive features of a-dog’s body is its hair,
or-coat. Whether long or short; single- or multicolored, thin
or thick; or straight or curly, dogs are covered with it. What’s
more, it moves! When a dog is afraid, the hair on its-hackles
{its shoulders and back) stands up straight.

Semetimes a dog’s hair is'so thick and long that it is
difficult to determine the dog’s actual size or to see its body
shape. But under all that hair is a wide, deep chest and a thin
abdomen. A large chest indicates a formidable heart and
hungs. These organs give a conditioned dog the endurance {o
run long distances without stopping. Dogs have 13 pairs of
ribs and 27 vertebrae:



GETTING TO KNOW YOUR DOG

Dog legs and paws are built for seeking and stalking prey.
Muscles of the fore- and hindquarters give endurance, and
bone length promotes movement. The pads on the bottom of
the paws cushion the impact of running and muffle noise.

Tails vary in length and shape. Tail length is determined
by the number of tailbones a dog has. The shape of the tail
depends on the tail length and the breed. For example, the
Siberian Husky has a sickle tail that is carried in an arc over
its back. The Dalmation has a whip tail—it sticks out straight
like an arrow. The English Bulldog has a short, stubby fused
tail that twists like a corkscrew.
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BEING A RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNER

Being a Responsible
Dog Owner

Acquiring a dog is a major decision. Before you get a dog, you

should understand the kinds of responsibilities you will have to
care for the dog its entire life. You will need to feed it properly,

groom it regularly, and tend to its medical needs. A dog requires
proper training, and it should never be treated improperly.

Selecting Your Dog

Whether you live in the city, in the suburbs, or in the country,
there is a dog that can fit your personality, location, and life-
style. The climate where you live might determine the type

of dog you should select. Dog owners in the far north might
choose breeds with a thick coat. If you live in the city or in an
apartment, you probably
should choose a breed
of dog that is small to
medium in size. Large
dogs need plenty of
TOOm 0 exercise.

To select your dog,
first figure out why you
want one. Most people
want a dog for compan-
ionship. If you live on
a farm, your dog might
become a working ani-
mal; if you live in the
city, you might want a
watchdog. Some dogs,
such as the Labrador
Retriever, do better

DOG CARE 3



BEING A RESPONSIBLE DO

Keep in mind that
some breeds are
better suited
than others for
families with
small children.

Certain breeds

G OWNER

around children than more aggressive breeds. Some people
choose a dog because of its special traits, such as one that
doesn’t shed.

Next consider the type of dog you want. Some people
want a purebred because they like its appearance or personal-
ity, and they know what the dog will look like when it grows
up. Others find that a mixed breed will do just as well and is
less expensive. You can find a mixed-breed dog at an animal
shelter, through a humane society or rescue group, or adver-
tised in your local newspaper.

If you want to buy a purebred dog, find out everything

you can about the breed so you can ask the breeder questions.
Some purebred dogs may be more prone to certain medical
problems; good breeders will alert you. Mixed-breed dogs also
may develop medical problems, but there is no way to anticipate

are more

aggressive,

stubborn, reactive,
or hyperactive,
more likely to bite
people; or harder
to train. Ask a
veterinarian to
help you select
the best pet for
your family and
to make sure it

is healthy.
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the type of problems.

Healthy Choice .

When you are evaluating a puppy or an adult dog,
the dog should appear friendly and outgoing. Puppies
should be playful, not shy or anxious. Make sure '
the dog’s eyes are bright and shiny and have no dis-
charge. The inner eyelids should be smooth and pink.
Check ihe dog’s ears for debris. The skin should feel
warm and dry to the t{)uch The dog’s coat ought to be
clean and swaat sme liing. The ﬁog should be in good
form and buaid not extr&me!y fat or extremely thm

Knowing Dog Ordinances

You need to be aware of dog ordinances in your area. Check
with your veterinarian, animal control center, or local police
to learn the laws and regulations you must follow. Ask your
librarian to help you look up “dogs” or “animals” in your city
or county code. Some cities have pamphlets outlining your
obligations. Pay attention to the law.



?ﬁe types of laws raguiaﬁng

« Leash faws. Many communi
tiss gﬁs:g;gs%s%s &g %e;:gé a

1o pay a fine. .
‘Mm%& g%%%%%s

license help your community
keep track of dogs, it will also
people know whom to
 call if your §§}§ is lost.

axist in 2’?&%’? gzgi:&

single out breeds safé‘; as Pit §§§§s§ %}%%%é% ,k
Chow 5%3&?3 and ¢ ]
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Training Your Dog

From performing in the circus to rounding up herds of
sheep dogs of all ages can be trained to do a variety of
tasks. Some s%s%‘ %}z:%%%@? special training to help people

L=

miember of the §3§"§§g s&gg;ggﬁsg §§§§§§§§§ iwothe %gés‘g{%g;ggsé}, _
~_and obedience training §§E§§”§§§§ é:{ae ggﬁ%;ﬁ&gé géégggé&gﬁs% »

House—Trammg

happen, but mmsmi%er not to scold the little dog. Be patient.
Begin house-training the first time you feed your puppy
in the mummg Dﬁer %md m me puppy for only 10 mmutes.
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BEING A RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNER

Take the puppy outside after every meal, after every nap,
during hard play sessions, and any other time you think the
puppy might need to go. Take the puppy to the same door,
repeating the question, “Do you want to go out?” Follow the
same route each time you go out.

Take along a “pooper-scooper” or an ordinary plastic bag,
to help you clean up after your dog. Put the bag over your
hand like a mitten, pick up the dog’s mess with your covered
hand, turn the bag inside out, close it, and throw it away.

1f you find the puppy has had an accident, simply clean
it up. If you try to correct your dog after the accident, it won’t
understand why it is being scolded. If you see the puppy going
to the bathroom in the house, gently correct it with a sharp
but quiet “No!” and take it outside to its regular spot. While
out there, praise your puppy for going outside.

ere as ;:vun;shment
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T —— Clean up an accident immediately and thoroughly. Any
odor left behind will make that area an attractive bathroom

Be consistentand  jocation. You can clear away the odor with a vinegar and water

mixture or a pet odor remover (available at pet stores). Other

) cleaning products won’t get rid of the odor and might even

schedule. Praise encourage the puppy to use that area again.

your puppy every

keep a regular

Socialization

step of the way. Socializing a puppy with other people and dogs is an impor-
When the puppy tant part of helping your pet become well-adjusted to ifs
environment. In nature, litters of wolf puppies and other wild
canines interact with other members of their pack. By doing
which might take this, they learn how to accept the presence of other animals.
Our pets need this same socialization period in their lives.
Many times people just leave their dog out in the backyard or
go to the door remove it from the house when company arrives. Never having
the opportunity to be in the presence of people can then make
your dog nervous and fearful of people later in life.

gets the idea,
weeks, it will

when it wants

to be let out.
Obedience Training
e——— BasiC obedience training is like teaching a child good manners.
The commands for dogs are “sit,” “stay,” and “come,” followed
by “down” and “heel.” Teaching a dog basic obedience makes
5 senise because our pets do not
naturally know what is expected of
them in the human world. We have
to teach them.
Learning how to respond to
basic obedience commands can
. literally save a dog’s life in today’s
world of busy streets and fast auto-
mobiles. Obedience training can
begin when dogs are four to six
months old and continue throughout
¢ a dog’s lifetime.

new puppy fo as many of ycur friends and
often as possible. Do not allow anyoﬂe ta
:nur puppy. Instead, let visitors hold the
d talk gently and softl t. Remember,
ple will help ensure good behavior in

Try to introduce y
family members as possible
roughhouse, tease, or torme
dog, pet it, give it food treats
gaad behavior on the parto

your puppy.

g
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pets, have fewer behavioral
) g%ﬁs% with their owners.
Cemm breeda ot dogs are more Uaumhle than others; sporting
and working breeds generally are the easiest to train.

There are many training methods, some more effective than
3. Maks sure that the me

Ii;%

Whatever training program
you pick, make sure you stick to
;L In some cases, if you apply a

Httle of this ram and a3 Hul

Z Bl
i;‘%‘ %a::; ?g 5
pet s§§

.
B

£

. search and ?%{fét; police

attack, or assisting people who are

blind may come after the basics are learned. These types

of advanced trainings are usually handled under the guidance

ofa §5§Eessi§:s§zsl frainer. Most dogs are not suited to this type
E‘ e m “fi% fmportant part of 2:.;;;;;{ your dog is consistency

éé%éé nce frai %gzg your é}g o

m
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Helping Your Dog Leam
Help your dog leam by praising the dog when it does what you
want it to do and comecting it when it acts inappropriately. Using
ahes;e twu amamy dags can be mught to do many thmg&
sse dogs have :%f%?;

o

iy

s

e inappropriate |
ahkmc' ghe dog m do something it already knows
to do. When the dog performs the behavior, give iats
A pet supplier can k&gs ?&i ?f prime. Pet y(mr dag, say g(:od dogg emd feed xz a
find the right training collar

for vour dog. Remember
1o use Iraining collars only
during training tme.

U

rour dog. Also
called “slip” or choke coiiars, mese mllars aliow you to exert
as much or as litile control as you need. You can get your dog’s
attention .and enccmmge ;ms;&e; heiaagggg by gmgzg a Ezﬁhﬁ‘

?
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TOPOFTHE
WORLD "
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BEING A RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNER

After the dog is used 1o the leash, take up your end of it and
walk around with your pet, applying little or no pressure.
Gradually, over a short period, increase your control until your
dog is completely comfortable being on the leash.

Multiple, short periods of training are most effective. Four or
five sessions a day, five to 10 minutes each, works well for puppies.
Older dogs can tolerate sessions of up to 20 minutes long.

Canine Good Citizen

The American Kennel Club’s Canine Good Citizen® certification program
rewards dogs that have good manners at home and in the community. The
program stresses responsible pet cwnership and basic good manners for dogs.
For more information, contact the AKC {see the resources section at the end of
this pamphiet).

Basic 'Ii'ammg

It's important for every dog m kncw these fwe basu: cammands Teach onev
‘command at a time, and remfame these aiready samed befare mmfmg zm -
to a new one. - ,
“Sit” Have your dog on the iaash ts y{;ur ffeﬁ., Ssy ”Sxt" and at the same ;
time, press the dog’s rump into a sitting position. When your d{}g ig seaiedk; .
10 your satisfaction, givea bit af f{md and iats sf pra;ge Repeat the isssan
um‘d ycur dog sits on sts cwa - -

' "Keel""fﬁe gtsai is to h&\fe y
Hold the end of the leash in you ndyv
dog's neck in your left hand. Your éﬁgs est ‘auid be kept next m your ft .
leg. Genﬂy but firmly pull the dog into per place with your ieﬁ, ;
you walk alang, giving the cammand “He Praise vour dx}g as soon as
isinthe rtght pesmon Teach your d::sg tos Gp When yau step and waik w
you waik ‘ .
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BEING A RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNER

Caring forYour Dog i

Your dog needs what you need: food, shelter,
iove, and companionship. It relies on voy, so
ireat your dog with care and respech

Dogs have their origins in the wild
canines of prehistoric times. These social pack
animals were carnivores {meat eaters] and ate
what they could hunt and kill or scavenge.
They wasted nothing. The camnivores ate the
muscles, bones, and organs as well as the
stomach and intestinal contents of their prey.
The parts supplied protein, carbohydrates, fat,
mminerals, vitamins, and fiber—iust what the
canines needed o live.

Today, wolves, foxes, covyoles, and
jackals hunt for food, but they can't always
find 3 balanced meal. Our pet dogs have an
advaniage over their relatives in the wild,
They only have 1o hunt for their feeding bowis to find 2
healthy serving of commercially manufactured dog food.

Feeding Your Dog

Just as infants, toddlers, children, and adults require different
amounts of Hquids and food during their Hefime, 30 do dogs.
There are different diets for different stages of your pet's life. A
newborn puppy up o the age of three or four weeks depends
wholly on its mother’s milk. When it 15 weaned, vou sheuld
introduce vour dog fo a2 “puppy” diet, which usually contains
higher levels of protein and carbohvdrates than the mother's
milk as well as a balanced mineral content.

' sais of {irsg ?{}f}é iﬁ% iggas {i&;ig feeé a
puppy one-half a§;§ %%g%e timesa ésgg
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Be sure to keep
plenty of fresh,
clean water
available for your
dog at all mes.

¥ you have an
outside dog, place
the water bowl in
the shade. Check
often and refill the

bowl regulariy.
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Feeding canned food to vour puppy may be necessary al
first because of the lack of tooth development. However, v (o
soak dry food in water 1o soffen it and feed it to your dog as
soon as possible. Canned foods are more flavorful, but they are
mostly water. Pound for pound, they do not provide as much
nutrition for a puppy as dry kibble

When vour dog reaches bons growth maturity {which
varies with each breed], its ime to switch Toan "adult
dog” diet. Adjust the armount of food you give it
based on its ‘weight and breed. Heduce the number
of meals from three times a dav to two times. Hvou
continue to feed your petf three mesls a dav—orkesp
the dog food bowd filled during the day—vour dog
may become cbese.

Dog Fe%émg Bﬁg’is

~ iisgfz feeda {igg pork §}{}¥’§$3§ sizgﬁ:gg %33&&3; &h{g} -
%éi‘%ﬁ%??%{éi‘i&ﬁ; or other bones that can sgégﬁs{ They
can cause serious §§¥§i§¥¥ Yﬁﬁ may give your §§§ a -
i{ﬁsﬁg&&g& which é&ﬁs i‘ii}i’ 3;}%;&%3;; oradogtoy
that is solid $§3§§%§§3 %:%ia’? ¥s§§ g}e‘i can't chew it ﬁ;} ‘

,,32{% s@aii&% &

As dogs age, their diet requirements will vary according
to their existing health problems and levels of activity. I vour
oider dog is healthy, feed vour pet a “senior” or "Hie” diet
once or twice a day. However, if your dog has ceriain medical
problems {such as kidney disease, arthritis or joint issues, o
heart problems), ask vour veterinarian to recommend a die{
specifically modified for your pet’s condition. That diet will
not only help to manage vour dog’s medical problems but also
may improve the guality of your pet's life and help lengthen
its life span.
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very old at Ser 10 years {g’ﬁ '3§& ~

Your dog’s level of activity will affect how
much food the dog needs to eal. Working dogs
{such as herding breeds and police dogs} require
maore proein and carbohydrates but not a pro-
portional increase of fat in their diet. However,
dogs in cold climates require—in additon o
extra protein and carbohydrates—a much higher
amount of fat in their diet. Dogs recovering

%
&
}

,s.s’\f\e"\.%'\x'\ ”\.«"\.&‘"a"m‘”u’)«"‘J\z"‘ WV VN SV Nl

Though many dogs live indoors with their
owners, others spend most of their lives putside.
Dogs that live outdoors need sé%?iis{ How vou ig 2012 the United States Postal
house your dog depends on the climate, the {YPe  geryice issued the “Dogs at Work”
of dog vou have, and where vou live. stamps to celebrate how dogs

All dogs are not necessarily outdoor dogs.  partner with people to help and
A Great Dane, for example, is a big dog but has Protect us.
a short coat and could freeze outside in winter
temperatures. Pug-nosed small breeds, like English Bulldogs,
do very poorly outdoors in hot climates where they have a
hard time panting to keep their bodies cool. Most small and
shorthaired dogs are best kept inside when it gets cold.

from certain injuries or iliness may need special %
dietary supplements. A “sit-in-your-lap” dog with 5 |
little activity should have a controlled diet that g
keeps it from becoming obese. 2
Housing Your Dog 3
<
td

ST St

§§§, §{;§5 g0 gﬁi‘ f;‘sszi}%% 3&{%
ery cold climates. An outsid
utside all the time %xgég‘g saf%zs{; ‘
il below zero.
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A dog that is k outdoors should have access to adequate
food, water, and shelter at all times.

If vou plan to house vour dog outdoors, start when the dog
is a puppy. An older dog that is used o being kept indoors will
have a hard time adapting to outside living. I you buy an adult
dog, Bnd out if # was raised as an outdoor dog before leaving it
cutside. In extreme weather conditions—hot or cold—bring the
dog inside.

An putdoor dog needs 2 dry, elevated doghouse with
clean, dry bedding, and a flap over the entrance in wintertime
to keep out dralts. It should be small enough to allow the dog's
body heat to keep the space warm. Dogs need protection from
wet cold. If you have a garage, consider adding a dog door to
the garage and put a soft cushion in the warmest corner.

If you live in the north, you will need to give your pet extra
care in the winter. Check outdoor water bowls often when the
temperature is below freezing. When necessary break the ice or
refill the bowl with warm water. In winter, outdoor dogs also
need more calories, so increase the amount vou feed your pet.
On the other hand, indoor dogs may get less exercise when it is
cold, so feed them less to avoid welght gain,

Dogs kept in extremely hot or humid environments need
air circulation, plenty of clean, fresh water, and daylong shade,
in summertime, be sure to change the water at least twice
daily to keep it clean and fresh and free of algae. Be aware that
dogs can suffer from heat exhaustion and die of heatstroke.



Exercising Your Dog

Dogs don't like being cooped up inside
or out. Even if vou have a large vard for
vour dog, that does not mean ¥ is gefting
enough exercise. A dog in need of exer-
cise is both bored and unruly. Exercise
provides both physical and mental
stimulation. Exercise gives adog an
outlet for energy and builds strong
bodies and good muscle tone.

How do you decide how much
exercise your dog needs? It depends on
the age, weight, health, and breed of
the dog. Ask yourself these guestions
before vou start exercising your dog:
is your dog eating all the time? I3 your
dog bored? Is your dog 5 hunter or
working dog that likes to run? A Great
Dane might need a long hike each day
o stay in shape. Do vou have a small
breed that stations itself on the couch? A walk around the
block might be enough to keep a tov dog it

Pay attention to yvour dog’s health as vou begin an
exercise program.

* Bring water if you plan to be out for a long time; give vour
dog only small portions of water before and immediately
afier exercise.

* Exercise during the cooler paris of the day 0 keep vour dog
from overheating.

* Give your dog time o digest food before exercising.

* Avoid extreme heat or cold; hot or frozen surfaces can bt
vour dog's paws.

* Avpid surfaces covered with chemicals such as ofl, anti-
freeze, and chemical de-icers used in winter; these can burn
the pads on the botiom of the paws or might make your dog
sick H it Hcks off these chemicals,

* Alter exercise in the summer, check vour dog all over for
ticks and burrs.

DOG CARE
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Puppies have soft pads and should start off on softer suriaces,
such as grass or dirt, until their pads toughen. Any dog not used
o exercise should start out with several short walks a dav. This
is true for puppies, however energetic they may be, and dogs
that are out of shape and overweight. Older dogs might not be
abie to handle much more than a gentle walk. ¥ yvou have any
concerns about how to start an exercise program for your dog.
consult vour veterinarian,

e 5

Dogs with thin or short halr might need 2 coat or sweater in
cold weather.
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BEING A RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNER

When walking your dog, be sure to use a leash and
collar. This will help keep your dog safe. Besides, most cities
have laws that require dogs to be on a leash. Some parks have
leash-free areas where dogs can run free, but they are best for
well-trained dogs. If your dog is young or not used to being
around a lot of other dogs and people, it is not a good idea to
enter a leash-free area.

As your dog’s fitness level increases, you can pick up the
pace. Dogs love to fetch—some breeds can fetch balls, sticks,
or other fun toys for hours without becoming tired. If both
you and your dog are in good shape, you can try jogging or
swimming together. Exercise makes tired dogs and Scouts
happy dogs and Scouts.
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Grooming Your Dog

Just like you, dogs benefit from having their hair brushed
daily. Throughout the day, dirt, bugs, dead skin, and shedding
hair collect in the dog’s coat and the hair can become matted.
A quick daily brushing cleans the hair and prevents tangles. It
also stimulates blood circulation in the skin and distributes the
skin’s natural oils. All of this helps keep your dog’s coat shiny.

If you have a short-haired dog, or a puppy, give it a rub-
down with a soft cloth or a piece of chamois. You can also use
a stiff, short-bristled brush on short-haired adult dogs. Long-
haired dogs will require a wide-toothed comb and a brush with
long bristles. Work out burrs on long-haired dogs with your
thumb and forefinger, or with a metal grooming comb.

Spread a newspaper on the floor to catch the combings.
Place your dog on the paper, and pet and talk to your dog in a
soothing voice until the dog relaxes. Begin working from head
to tail. If your dog is not used to being groomed, keep the
session short. You can gradually increase the time as the dog
becomes more comfortable with grooming.

If you work gently and give a lot of praise, grooming will
be an enjoyable experience for your dog.

Bathing Your Dog

Unless your dog gets really dirty
running around outside, it should
only need a bath about once a
month. More frequent bathing
can dry out a dog’s skin. Puppies
younger than three months gener-
ally should not be bathed.

When you do give your dog
a bath, use warm—never hot or
cold—water. Talk gently to your
dog, giving praise for sitting still.
Begin washing from the tail up.

GROOMING YOUR DOG

Long-haired dogs
often have matted
or tangled hair
that may be hard
to brush out. The
trick is to hold the
hair above the
matted part and
gently work at the
bottom of the
tangle with a
brush or comb.

If you cannot
brush it out, the
matted part will
have to be cut
out. Unless
someone in your
household has
experience with
this, have

a groomer or

a veterinarian
remove the tangle.
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GROOMING YOUR DOG

—__Your dog’s head should be the last thing you
wash because once it gets wet, your dog
Examine ears will want to shake itself. When you wash
for redness, the head, keep soap and water out of
. your dog’s ears and eyes. Rinse thor-
discharge, and oughly with lukewarm water, more
parasites as you than once if necessary, so that no

soap is left on the dog’s skin.
Dogs can easily catch cold, } ;
see your dog so dry your dog after each bath.  Good grooming tools for
This is particularly important for ~ your pet, including a brush
long-haired dogs whose thick 3"" comb, nail clippers, and
. . . og shampoo, are available
lot or pawing at coats can take a long time to air  gom your pet supplier.
dry. You can use a hair dryer to
dry your dog, but make sure the heat and power are set to
closer look. low. Otherwise, use heavy towels and keep your dog warm
and away from drafts until completely dry.

clean. Or, if you
shaking its head a
its ears, take a

These symptoms

might indicate Never use shampoo made for p‘eop!é ona :d‘c;g, It

an infection or is too strong and will dry out your dog 's skm Use
shampoo made 1ust for dogs. ;

other problem that

needs treatment Cleaning Ears and Eyes

by a veterinarian. Inspect your dog’s ears weekly to see if they need cleaning.

If they do, use cotton balls (not swabs) with an ear cleansing
solution for dogs. Wipe all the nooks and crannies you can
see, taking care not to push wax and dirt into the ear canal. Be
very gentle; a dog’s ears are tender. Your dog’s ears probably
will need to be cleaned only once or twice a month.

Eye care is important for breeds with protruding eyes,
such as Cocker Spaniels, Lhasa Apsos, and Pekingese. If the
dog is prone to an eye discharge, wipe it off daily with water-
soaked cotton. Heavy eye discharge might be a sign of disease
and should be checked by your veterinarian.

Trimming Nails

Running and walking outside might keep your dog’s nails
from getting too long, but it probably won’t keep them short
enough. Dewclaws never get worn and will grow quite long.
Overgrown nails are painful for your dog. Check your dog’s
nails regularly and trim as needed, probably every couple
of weeks.
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Puppy testh

Small puppies can be gradually introduced to nail trim- should fall out as
ming with the use of a stiff emery board. Do one foot every the permanent
day. Food treats may be helpful to get a wiggly puppy to
accept this method of grooming the nails.

On older dogs, use only nail clippers designed for dogs. If you notice a
Trim only a small bit of the clear part of the nail at a time.
This part is no longer attached to nerves or blood vessels. The
clear part of the nail is sometimes hard to see, and this makes  coming in around
irimming a little tricky. If you are unsure how to trim your
dog’s nails, ask your veterinarian to show you how.

teeth come in.

permanent tooth

a puppy tooth that

isn'tloose, take

Dental Care

your puppy to the
To prevent dental S
problems, brush vour veterinarian to
dog’s teeth daily have the puppy
with toothpaste and
a toothbrush made tooth removed.
specifically for dogs.
This will help prevent T ———————

plague and tartar
buildup. Rawhide
chew foys and hard : ;
foods, such as biscuits, also help keep the teeth clean. Your
veterinarian will take care of the rest with regular teeth cleaning
as part of vour dog's annual checkup.

A dog with a healthy mouth has pink gums that fif snugly
around white teeth. And a healthy dog’s breath should not
smell bad. H vou notice bad breath, vellow teeth, or red and
swollen gums, have your dog's teeth checked right away. These
symptoms are signs
of gum disease, which
can lead to tooth loss
when left untreated.

o

Dogs should be given
their own toys to chew |
and taught not to chew
on other items around
the house.
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Keeping Your
Dog Heahhy

E
3 Habiss vaceination
. and {z:g*; E%g 7 Izwsvary from
$f§§;f§g=’ $ ¢ e v pets velsrinarian
gjzé ﬁé?s%}?i?%}}\ These five vag : ‘ can tell you

y are given as one shot. A puppy six fo eight weeks old whatthe lawis
should be taken to the veterinarian to receive its first shot,
with the vaccination program to continue every three to four
vweeks thereafter until the dog is 12 to 16 weeks old. At three
to four §§§§§§=~ of age. ézéz dog should have 2 rabies shot, with  =eesssess——"m,

in your state.

; ur veteri f’f}‘éz’é
deals with dog }f:f%f‘ ali day, every day, so there is a goo
chance the veterinarian will have a ready answer to éﬁfi&ﬁ
any question.
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KEEPING YOUR DOG HEALTHY

An Ounce of Prevention T —
You probably will know when vour dog is sick because of
changes in its behavior. Your active dog might be listless or
your relaxed one restless. The dog's coat and eyes might lose has afeveror
their shine. Your dog might stop eating or start drinking a lot
more water than usual. Its gums and tongue might turn pale.
Bowel movements and feces might become irregular. elevated heart

If you think your dog is sick, take a closer look. Is the
dog’s heart rate elevated? You can a check a dog’s pulse on the
inside of the hind leg, high on the inner thigh near where the  betakentoa
leg meets the belly. Normal pulse rates vary among different
types of dogs. Smaller breeds and toy breeds can have heart
rates that exceed 120 beats per minute. The heart rates of larger
breeds are between 70 and 90 beats per minute.

if your dog

a prolonged,

rate, it needs to

veterinarian.

Common Dog Diseases and Vaccinations

Like humans, dogs are susceptible 1o all kinds of infections
from fleas, ticks, and worms fo viruses and bacterial infections.
Being familiar with some common dog diseases can help you
keep vour dog healthy.

WORMS

Worms are parasites that live inside vour dog. Hookworms,
roundworms, fapeworms, and whipworms Hve in the intestines.
Heartworms are found in the bloodstream.

if you got vour dog as a puppy, there is a good chance the
puppy had worms when you brought it home. Many puppies
are infected with certain worms from birth. Thev are ransmit-
ted to the puppy from its mother. Worms can prevent vour pup
from gaining weight and can cause intestinal upsets. Round-
worms are a common type of worms found in puppies and
also can infect humans during certain stages.

When you first get your puppy, it needs to be dewormed.
To see what kind of worms your puppy might have, take a
sample of the puppy’s stool to the veterinarian. Tests will
determine what type of parasite your puppy may have and
the medication that should be used for treatment. (A stool
sample also can be taken at the veterinarian’s office.}
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Heartworm disease can affect dogs in every state.

in adult dogs, intestinal parasites are picked up from the
stool of an infected dog. Because this can easily happen when
dogs are sniffing around outside, adult dogs should also have
2 stool check a couple of times a year 1o screen for parasific
disease. Remember, most internal parasites are not visible to
the naked eve, so don't assume they are not a problem just
because vou don’t see them.

Dogs can get heartworms through the bite of a mosquito
that carries the parasite. A dog might be infected for 2 long
time before you know about it because it takes awhile for the
worms {0 cause damage to the dog's heart. Symptoms of heart-
worms could include sluggishness and coughing. These can
progress to heart failure, which can cause death.

Do not administer medwmes to your
your ve’(ermar;an\ Lo >
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Dogs can be tested for heartworms when they
are six months old. Annual screening and
preventive g}%és:a;gs;‘;{ can help protectyour
dog from heartworms.

Treatment for heartworms takes a long time and is hard
on the dog. It is better to prevent the infection. Most dogs are
prescribed preventive treatments for heartworms during
mosquito season. H vou live in an area of the country where
mosquitoes are a problem throughout the year, your dog
probably will receive preventive treatments vear-round.

VIRUSES

Some of the common viral diseases that can infect your dog
are canine distemper, canine parvovirus, and rabies.

Canine distemper is a respiratory viral disease. The virus
is spread from dog to dog through the air and via saliva.
Symptoms of canine distemper include snotty nose and eves,
coughing, and pneumonia. Later stages may involve the skin,
digestive tract, and nervous system. Canine distemper has a
high fatality rate and in some areas is the number one killer
of dogs. Treatment for canine distemper is often futile and
primarily aimed at supportive care.

Canine distemper is prevented by vaccinations. Puppies
normally receive a series of distemper vaccinations while older
dogs receive annual booster vaccinations.

Canine parvovirus is a digestive disease. It is spread
through the vomit and diarrhea of a sick dog by flies, and
through contaminated shoes, hands, and other objects. The
virus can live outside of the dog and remain infective for a long
period of time. Symptoms of canine parvovirus are vomiting and
diarrhea that are sometimes bloody, leading to dehydration,
shock, and death.



KEEPING YOUR DOG HEALTHY

You can't license
your dog without a
rabies vaccination,
which the law says
must be adminis-
tered by your

dog's veterinarian.

Canine parvovirus is a highly contagious disease. With
supportive treatment, however, an infected dog can survive.
Treatment may be expensive so vaccinations are highly
recommended. As with canine distemper, a series of
vaccinations are given to puppies while adult dogs
receive annual boosters.

Probably the most feared dog disease is rabies, partly
because it can affect humans through a dog bite. Because
rabies infects the brain, it causes extreme personality changes,
such as viciousness and excessive salivation, often described
as “foaming at the mouth.” Biting at inanimate objects and the
inability to swallow also are symptoms of rabies.

aping or lying in an unusual

oset or under a bed, your dog

ounded or sick. When animals don't feel

often retreat to small, cozy places where
safe.. .
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KEEPING YOUR DOG HEALTHY

Humans also

can contract Lyme
disease but not
from an infected
dog. People get it
from the bite of an
infected tick just

as a dog does.

60 DOG CARE

Because there is no treatment for this disease (it is always
fatal to dogs!) and it can be passed to humans, rabies vaccina-
tions for dogs are required by law in all states. Thanks to these
strict vaccination programs and licensing laws, rabies has been
effectively controlled in our domestic animal population.

OTHER DISEASES

There are other diseases besides canine distemper and canine
parvovirus that are prevented by vaccination. They include
canine infectious hepatitis, leptospirosis, parainfluenza (kennel
cough), bordetella, Lyme disease, and coronavirus. Bordetella
is an upper respiratory infection. Vaccination for this disease is
oftentimes required by boarding and grooming facilities and for
pets attending puppy or adult dog training classes.

Lyme disease is transmitted by ticks carrying an organism
named Borellia burgdorferi. When an infected tick bites your
dog, the Borellia organism passes through the tick’s saliva
into the open wound. Symptoms include fever, joint pain,
fatigue, swollen lymph nodes, and lameness. Prevention is
by vaccination.

Check with your veterinarian on the accepted schedules
for vaccinating your new puppy or older dog for all of
these diseases.

FLEAS AND TICKS

Fleas will make your dog itch and
can infest the inside of your house as
well as your yard. They may also bite
people. Fleas also are the source of
tapeworms in your dog.

Fleas spend virtually their entire Adult male tick
life on the dog. They will initiate feed-
ing and breeding within eight hours of
finding a dog. They do leave the dog to
jump onto another animal, so treatment
must be directed at the dog as well as
the house and yard and anywhere your
dog hangs out.

There are many forms of flea
control products. Flea collars, sprays,
dips, powders, and topical “spot-ons” Adult female tick
are but a few examples of the numer-
ous choices you have to control fleas.

(ACTUAL SIZE)

(ACTUAL SIZE)




Be sure to read the warning labels and instructions for any
product you intend to use to make sure it is safe for your breed
of dog. Some pets may be sensitive to certain products, so ask
your veterinarian which products work best in your area and
what is the best type for your pet.

Ticks carry a variety of diseases that infect animals and
humans, such as Lyme disease. Infected dogs can pass Lyme
disease to humans (by “sharing” ticks), so it is very important
to check your dog for ticks after it has been outside, if you live
in or visit an area where ticks are common. Check between
the pads of your dog's feet, too. To be on the safe side, protect
your dog with tick spray before you go out.

Ticks bury their head in the dog’s skin to feed on blood.
They are most commonly found around the ears, head, neck,
and paws. If you see one, spray the tick with tick spray and
then remove it using tweezers. Make sure that the entire tick
is removed, including its mouth. Don’t twist or jerk the tick.
Never use a hot match or similar object to burn a tick off a
dog’s skin.

There are many products available for tick control, many
of which do a good job on fleas as well. Consult your veteri-
narian about the best approach for controlling these pests.

!rr some areas cf the ceuntry, a Lyme dmease
vaccmatxea fcr ym.;r dog may be recsmmendsd

KEEPING YOUR DOG HEALTHY

Avoid handling
ticks with bare
hands. Use
tweezers or
protect the hands
with latex gloves
or a tissue.
Always wash your
hands thoroughly
and disinfect

the bite site on
the dog after

removing the tick.
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can help you act sf;ﬁ;{t%éf . calmly, and sensibly. Keep telephone
numbers for the veterinarian, pet emergency center, and poison
control center by the phone and in your wallet. You might need
to call a professional for advice.

Handling a §-§£§t Bog
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puttogeﬁter a dog
ytmr home medicine

o §§¥§§§§ %z%}gsés
= {‘gg&&g& cream for

s Gauge sponges, for
~ cleaning wounds
* Rubbing alcohol, :
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Treating Wounds

1f vour dog is wounded, it is important not o panic, but it is
also important to act quickly. What you do depends on what
kind of wound the dog has received. Remember to muzzle the
dog before you start.

DOG EMERGENTIES

Tomove an
injured dog, you
can use an ironing
board, blanket,
jacket, or car
floormatas a
stretcher. Have
someone help you
gently lift the dog
onto the material
you are using and
then lift the
stretcher, with
each of you
holding it at

the corners.

{Be careful that
the dog does
notfryfo jump

off the siretcher)
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inthe event of

a serigus
wound, always
getyour petifoa
veterinarian as

soon as possible.

66 DOG CARE

5

if your dog is bleeding, apply a pressure bandage to the
wound. Place sterile gauze pads over the wound and apply
constant direct pressure with vour hand. Use gauze strips to
wrap the wound tightly, and e or 1ape the ends. Be careful not
i tie the bandage too tight because it could cut off circulation.
If the area below the bandage begins to swell, loosen the
bandage until the swelling subsides. If bandaging is not
available, place a neckerchief or T-shirt on the wound and
press it firmiy. Hold # in place until help arrives.

A tourniguet should be applied only ifthe dog's life is
in danger, and should only be applied by a knowledgeable
adult. To make a tourniquet, wrap gauze, fabric, or rope twice
arpund the wounded leg {or the tail}, between the heart and
the wound, and knot it. Do not make the tourniguet oo tight.
Get the dog to a veterinarian immediately.

A tourniquet can gaa’séﬁze foss of the leg or nerve
damage if left in place too long. H medical help is
more than 15 or 20 minutes away, loosen the four
niquet every 30 minutes for a couple of minutes at
a time so that biood flow is not completely shut off
from the limb. :



The most common injuries you will treat probably will
be small cuts and bite wounds. These superficial cuts and
wounds should be treated like more serious ones, because in
some cases you won’t be able to tell how deep they are. Clean
them with water and antibiotic ointment, and bandage with
clean gauze, if needed. Once a scab has developed, hydrogen
peroxide can be used to clean the wound. Change the gauze
and reapply antibiotic ointment frequently to prevent infection.

Bandaging

Bandaging helps stop bleeding and protects the wound from
infection and from a dog’s licking and chewing. A bandage
of some kind should be applied to all but the smallest cuts
and abrasions.

To bandage a dog’s foot, cover the wound with gauze
padding. Put cotton balls between each pair of toes, including
the space between the dewclaw and the leg. Wrap the foot in
gauze and wrap tape around that. Do not wrap the bandage
too tight as it will constrict the circulation.

To bandage a dog’s leg, cover the wound with gauze
padding and secure with adhesive tape. Wrap tape all the way
around the leg, covering the wound completely. Do not wrap
the bandage too tight. If the dog can’t flex its leg, or if its nails
lose color or toes become cold, loosen the bandage.

To bandage the chest and abdomen, make a many-tailed
bandage. Cut three or four slits into two sides of a square or
rectangular piece of linen to make “tails.” Tie the tails over
the dog’s back to hold the bandage in place. This emergency
bandage allows for a snug fit along the curve of the dog’s
chest and abdomen. It is useful for keeping gauze pads in place
over a belly or
chest wound
and for pre-
venting a dog
from scratching
at or chewing
on the pads.

Many-tailed
bandage

DOG EMERGENCIES

Always wash
your hands
before and after
handling a2 wound
or changing

a dressing.
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The Ehzabethaﬂ Ca}ia

Dogs tend to chew on their ban
Elizabethan collar can protect the wo!
from the dog and heip the heaimg pro
The collar iooks silly and awkwar

dog can get used to wearing one.

You can purchase a plastic Elizabet
collar, or you can make one out of ca
board or lightweight plastic wastebas
kets and buckets. Make sure the collai
fits around the dog’s neck and reaches
outward far enough to prevent the dog’s
mouth from reaching the wound. It should
be short enough to let the dog eat and
drink. However, it can be removed durmg meaitlmes

To make a cardboard collar, cut out a large circle with a hole in

~ the middle. Then make a pie-shaped cut in the side. It should look
mmethmg like a doughnut with a bite taken out of the side. Overlap '
the ends. Punch holes in the ends so you can lace string or a shoestfmg
to secure the coﬂar o

To make a “bucket” collar from lightweight plastlc wastebaskets o
or buckets, cut just enough out of the bottom to let the dog’ s head \

slip thrdugﬁ Fasten evice to the dog's collar with strmgs pass&d” L
thmugh hoies punched in the sides of the plastic. :

Dog Bite
Dogs fight. If another dog bites yours, treat the wound as you
would any puncture wound and consult your veterinarian.
Alert your parents. Be aware of the potential of disease. In
some areas of the country rabies is a concern. If your dog is
properly vaccinated, it is protected, but the dog that bit yours
could bite other dogs or a person. Do you know which dog bit
yours? If not, you may need to find out. Ask around, but be
cautious; a biting dog is dangerous.

If you can determine which dog bit yours, alert the owner
and, if the damage to your dog was serious, alert police and
animal control officials.
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FIRSTAID FORA DOG BITETOA DOG

Consider all bite wounds to be contaminated with dirt or bacteria.

L

Clean the wound with absorbent cotton soaked in
hydrogen peroxide.

Apply a tincture of iodine.

if the wound is still bleeding, apply a cotton gauze pad and
pressure (¢ {1y to stop bleeding.

Bandage over the gauze pad with an elastic bandage firmly
but not oo firmly.

FIRSTAIDFORA DOG BITETO A PERSCN
Again, consider all bite wounds o be conlaminated.

&

4 % = L]

L]

Wash the area with soapy water then flush with lukewarm
water for five minutes.

Apply pressure with a clean towel to the injured part to stop
the bleeding.

Keep the injury elevated above the level of the heart to slow
swelling and bleeding and to help prevent infection.

Dry and cover the injury with a sterile dressing.

Consuit a physician. This is important.

If the bite is severe, call an ambulance.

Report the incident to the police or animal control.

averyﬂnng you z:as to assist tﬁe m;tzred 5}9?5{333*

DOG EMERGENCIES

While many bite
wounds appear
to be superficial,
there can be
considerable
damage below
the surface of
the skin. Take
your dog 1o your

veterinarian.
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A Scout’s Best O’ Friend

By now vou know what it takes to be a caring and respousible
dog owner. As your puppy matures and grows oldey, its physical
needs and abilities will change, too. It’s important that you be
attentive to vour dog's needs not only in puppvhood, but also
through the vears when it becomes a “senior citizen” and, later
on, geriatric. Regular velerinary checkups will help you accom-
plish this responsibility to your pel.

Like many other pet owners who consider their dog an
important part of their family, vou will want to make sure
your dog is happy, healthy, and conteni. Always pay attention
io subtle changes in eating habits, weight, and day-to-day
patterns. As your dog ages, you may notice a change in its
behavior, as well.

Paying close attention to
your pet—whatever its age—and
keeping your pet healthy will help
ensure vou enjoy many happy
*  vears fogether

fyouarsiockingforan
gider purebred dog or =
want to rescus a homeless
animal, visit the American.
Kennel Club's website at
httpr/fwww.ake.org. Most
of the AKC’s national
breed clubs have a breed
rescue functionto help
connect homeless pets
with foving homes.



BEsT O FRIEND

Animal Size {in pounds}
21-50 51-80

7 8

16 17

23

30

37
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CAREERS WORKING WITH DOGS

Careers Working
With Dogs

Many dogs have jobs. Because of their intelligence, trainability,
adaptability, and highly developed sense of smell and sight,
dogs of different breeds and mixed breeds can be cross-trained
to perform various tasks. For every job a dog has, there is a
job for a person. Training is the basis of these interrelated dog
and human careers.

Professional dog trainers train dogs to respond to
commands and instruct people to train and handle their dogs.
A trainer loves and owns dogs and has lots of experience
teaching them. A trainer should be very patient and have the
ability to communicate with dogs and with their owners or
handlers. Many trainers are self-educated. No formal education
is necessary to learn how to train. Some find experienced
trainers to guide them, or they learn to work with a variety of
dogs by volunteering in a shelter, animal hospital, kennel, or
pet store. Others get their training at a dog obedience school.
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A trainer who is accomplished at basic and advanced
obedience training may choose to specialize in a certain area,
such as training dogs to detect drugs or bombs, locate endangered
wildlife, or perform on TV. The trainer also teaches the handler
how to train the dog because the two must work as a team. The
professional masters this special training and should be licensed
or certified by a credible national organization.

There are many positions available to people who love
dogs and are committed to working with them daily.

Assistance/Service

Guide or Seeing Eye dog trainers train a dog to assist a
blind or visually impaired person. After the dog has learned
basic obedience and socialization skills, the trainer teaches the
dog to navigate around obstacles in its path, to stop at street
curbs, and to be cautious near traffic. Once a dog is matched
with an individual, the trainer trains the dog and its handler to
work together as a team to ensure their safety. When training
is complete, the team is certified and the guide dog is allowed
to accompany its handler in all public areas.

Hearing dog trainers train a dog to assist a deaf or hearing-
impaired individual.

Service dog trainers train a dog to assist a person who
has a disability other than a visual or hearing impairment.

Dog Care

Dog groomers take care of the appearance of a dog. The
groomer must be familiar with breed profile guidelines and
proficient in grooming and scissoring skills. Certification is
voluntary, but may be important to the client. Groomers style
dogs for dog shows, appearances, photographs, and comfort.
The groomer also can identify skin diseases and parasites.

Many groomers are self-employed, working from
home, their shop; or a mobile grooming vehicle.



Veterinarians are doctors who treat dogs as well as other
kinds of animals. Some of the tasks of a veterinarian include
spaying and neutering, vaccinating, performing surgery,
diagnosing illnesses, and, sadly, euthanizing a pet. If you want
to be a veterinarian, you must complete four years of college
(with an emphasis on biology and chemistry) plus four more
years of full-time study at an accredited veterinary school to
earn a doctor of veterinary medicine (DVM) degree.

Entertainment and Performance

Dog actor/entertainer trainers train dogs to perform reliably in
front of a camera or live audience. The trainer teaches advanced
commands (such as “go to your mark” or “speak”) and trains
the dog to jump through hoops to succeed at the casting call.
The trainer prepares the dog to pose for photographs, act in
commercials, movies, and television shows, or perform tricks in
circuses and state fairs.

Security and Law Enforcement

K-9 officers work with a trained detection dog to find illegal
drugs, bombs and explosives, concealed weapons, contraband,
and smuggled people. Police K-9 officers also use trained dogs
to apprehend criminals who attempt to flee. Military K-9
handlers use these detection dogs in the same way that police
officers do, but also for patrol and security sweeps and as
sentry dogs in a war zone. K-9 officers come from the ranks
of regular police officers or military security forces. A military
K-9 handler must go through basic training and Security
Forces Tech School. The handler cross-trains with the military
working dog (MWD) program.

U. 8. Customs and Border Protection canine handlers
work as a team with a dog trained to detect concealed persons
and controlled substances in order to deter illegal activity at
our nation’s borders. The detection team searches for smuggled
currency, people, narcotics, firearms, and agricultural products
that must be quarantined. A detection dog is required to retire
at 9 years old. Handlers often take their retired partners home
as pets.

CAREERS WORKING WiTH DOGS

K-9 units are trained
by professionals.
Then the K-9

officer must pass
an examination
before taking over
the responsibility
for the dog.
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A musher’s goal
is to race across
Alaska in the
Iditarod, a
1,000-mile test
of human and

dog endurance.
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Sport

Dog sled mushers run a team of sled dogs. Mushers often
breed, raise, and train their dogs to work together as a team.
Many mushers own kennels because they have to care for five
or more dogs year-round. Dog sledding used to be a common
form of transportation, but it is now generally a racing sport.
The best way to learn how to mush is to work as a handler or
guide for an experienced musher.

Hunting dog trainers train dogs to help hunters locate
and retrieve shot birds or game. Certain breeds track by scent
(hunting); others hunt by sight (coursing). Some breeds are
natural flushers, pointers, or retrievers. The trainer teaches the
hunting dog to track and trail, to point to indicate the presence
of the hunting target, to mark or spot the target when shot, and
to retrieve. To learn how to train hunting dogs, learn about what
breeds are best for the task. Work with an experienced trainer,
observe other hunters in action with their experienced dogs,
and train your own hunting dogs.

Work

Conservation dog handlers work with a dog trained to
detect specific scents in the wild in order to locate endangered
species, track a new pack of predators, or identify invasive
plants. The handler and dog team are called in to help
wildlife game managers, biologists, and ecologists manage
the populations of certain feral animals that threaten humans
or livestock, find rare plants and small animals, and control
weeds that may overwhelm the natural habitat.

Herding dog trainers train dogs to move livestock
efficiently with the least possible stress. The trainer works with
a dog to develop its natural herding instincts and abilities to
its full potential. The trainer works regularly with stock (such
as sheep or cattle) and knows how to anticipate intended
movement when a dog is rounding up the animals. The trainer
gives commands to the dog by voice and whistle. To learn how
to train, attend training clinics as a spectator, watch trainers at
herding trials, and observe how livestock is moved on a farm
or ranch.
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Dog Care Resources
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Dog Worid
Website: http://www.dogchannel.com/
dog-magazines/dogworld

Organizations and Websites
American Humane

63 Inverness Drive East
Englewood, CO 80112

Telephone: 303-792-9900
Website:
http://www.americanhumane.org

The American Kennel Club
Telephone: 212-696-8200
Website: http://www.akc.org

American Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals

424 East 92nd St.

New York, NY 10128-6804

Telephone: 212-876-7700

Website: http://www.aspca.org

Dog Breed Info Center
Website: http://www.dogbreedinfo.com

Dog Owner’s Guide
Website: http://www.canismajor.com/dog

Dogpark.com
Website: http://www.dogpark.com

The Humane Society of the
United States

2100 L §t., NW

Washington, DC 20037
Telephone: 202-452-1100
Website: http://www.hsus.org

The Kennel Club
Website: http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk

Pet of the Day
Website: http://www.petoftheday.com

SPAY/USA

25 Davis Ave.

Port Washington, NY 11050
Toll-free telephone: 800-248-7729

DOG CARE RESOURCES

Website: http://www.spayusa.org

“Woof! it's a Dog’s Life”
Website: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/woof
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MERIT BADGE LIBRARY

Though intended as an aid to vouth in Scouts BBA, and qualified Venturers and Sea
Scouts in meeting merit badge requirements, these pamphlets are of general interest
and are made available by many schools and public libraries. The latest revision
date of each pamphiet might not correspond with the copyright date shown below,
because this ist is correcied only once a vear, in January. Any number of merit badge
pamphiets may be revised throughout the year; others are simply reprinted until &
revision becomes necessary.

i a Scout has already started working on a merit badge when a new edition for that
pamphlet is introduced, they may continue Io use the same merit badge pamphlet fo
earn the badge and fulfill the requirements therein. in other words, the Scout need not
start over again with the new pamphlet and possibly revised requirements.

Merit Badge Pamphlet  Year | Merit Badge Pamphlet Year | Merit Badge Pamphlet  Year
Armerican Business 2018 | Family Life 2016 | Plant Sclence 2018
American Cultures 2013 | Farm Mechanics 2017 | Plumbing 2012
American Heritage 2013 | Fingerprinting 2014 | Pottery 2008
American Labor 2018 | Fire Safaty 2012 | Programming 2019
Animal Science 2014 | First Aid 2019 | Public Health 2017
Animation 2015 | Fish and Wildiife Public Speaking 2013
Archasology 2n7 Management 2014 | Pulp and Paper 2019
Archery 2019 | Fishing 2013 | Radio 2017
Architecture and Fly-Fishing 2014 } Railroading 2019

Landscape Architecture 2014 | Forestry 2019 | Beading 2013
Art 2013 | Game Design 2019 | Reptile and
Astronomy 2019 | Gardening 2013 Arnphibian Study 2018
Athietics 2018 | Geneslogy 2013 | Rifle Shooting 202
Automotive Maintenance 2017 | Geocaching 2019 | Robotics 2018
Aviation 2014 | Geology 2016 | Rowing 2019
Backpacking 2016 | Goif 2019 | Safely 2018
Baskelry 2017 | Graphic Arts 2013 | Salesmanship 2013
Bird Study 2018 | Hiking 2018 | Scholarship 2014
Bugling {see Music) Homs Repairs 2012 | Scouting Heritage 2018
Camping 2018 | Horsemanship 2013 | Scuba Diving 2009
Canosing 2019 | Indian Lore 2008 | Scuphurs 2018
Chemistry 2018 | insect Study 20318 | Search and Rescus 2018
Chess 2018 | Inventing 2018 | Shotgun Shooting 2013
Ciizenshinin Jowsnalism 2019 | Signs, Signals, and Codes 2015

the Community 2018 | Kayaking 2019 | Skating 2015
g ip in the Nati 2018 Architecture Smal-Boat Salling 2013
CHzorshipnthaeVWorld 2015 fame Architecturs) Snow Sporis 2018
Climbing 2018 | Law 2019 | Soif and Water
Coin Gollecting T | Lestherwork 2517 Conservation S
Collections 2012 | Lifssaving 2013 | Space Exploration 2018
Communication 2013 Mamma! Sludy 2014 | Sporis 21z
Composite Materials 32 | Hedicne 2012 | Stamp Collectng g
Caooking 2414 | Metalwork 2012 | Surveving 2004
Crimme Prevention 212 | Mining In Sociely 2014 | Sustainabiily 2013
Dentistry S | Hotorbooting 2512 | TEule 2014
igital Techmoingy 24 | Moviemaking 2312 | Theaty 28
Disabilities Awarenass 26 | Massic and Bugling 213 | Troffic Sofely 2018
Dog Care 2316 | Matue 2014 | Truck Transportation 2013
Drafting 2013 | Nuciear Science 20313 | Yeluringy Medicos 2015
Elocticily 2013 | QOceanography 2012 | Water Sports 2518
Hectronics 2014 | Orientesting 2018 | Weather 2018
Emergency Preparedness 2013 | Painting 2018 | Welding 2018
Energy 20314 | Porsongl Finess 2018 | Wnitewater 2019
Engineering 2016 | Personal Management 2018 | Wildemess Survival 2019

E i 2513 | Peis i3 | Wood Caving 2018
Environmental Science 2015 | Photography 2018 | Woodwork 2019
Exploration 2018 | Pioneering 2018

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA s SUPPLY GROUP
NATIONAL DISTRIBUTION CENTER To place an order,
2108 Westinghouse Boulevard call customer service
PO. Box 7143 toll-free 800-323-0736
Charlotte, NC 28241-7143 orgoto

www.scoutshop.org






