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How to UseThis Pamphlet 
The sec ret to successfuUy earning a merit 

badge is tor you to use both the pamphlet and 
the suggestions of your counselor. 

. 	 Your counselor can be as importantto you as a 
( 	 coach isto an athlete. Use all ofthe resources 

your counselor can make available to you. This 	L.. 
may be the best chance you will have to learn 	- 

about this particular subject. Make it count. 

lt you or your counselor feels that any information 
r 	in this pamphlet is incorrect, please let us know. 

Please state your source of information. 

Merit badge pamphlets are reprinted annually 
and requirements updated regularly. Vour 

suggestionsfor improvement are welcome. 

(

Who Pays forThis Pamphlet' 
• 	

This merit badge pamphlet is one in a series 
of more than 100 covering all kinds of hobby and 

career subjects. lt is made available tor you to buy 
as a service ofthe national and local councils, Boy 

Scouts of America. The costs of the development, 	4 
writing, and editing of the merit badge pamphlets are 	 / 

paid for by the Boy Scouts of America in order to bring 
you the best book at a reasonable price. 

/T3 	7 	Send comments along with a brief statement about yourself to  

r Pilots and Program Developrnent, S272 
Boy Scouts of America • 1325 West Walnut Hill Lan Irving, TX 75038 

r' 	lt you prefer, you may send your commerits to rnerit.badge@Scouting.org . 

~
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Requirements 
Do the following: 

a. Briefiv scuss the ltsTical origin and domestication 
of the ciog. 

	

h. Dcs:rihe sorre co::: cha:c::T 	e dogs that 
up eac: 	ven r:a: 	TTT 

	

Teil some specific characteris::Ts 	::2n breeds of 
dogs (one from each major group). OR give a short 
historv of one breed. 

2. Point ou 	a dog cr n 	 at least 10 hody parts. Give 
the corre:: :ame of 

3. Do the fo1lo':ng: 

a. Explain the importance of house-training, obedience 
training, and socializ:n training for vour dog. 

h. Explain what "responsihle pet ownership" means. 

Ex::T 	issues 	:'na, t 	:::.men :.: oe 
..:: ‚:hen dec:::::g :i vh.: 	c.d of : -) L 7 	get 

a::.:.et. 

4. For t'T;::: 	keep and care for yc 	Jog. 	3intain 4 

duri:Tg 	perio hat inCiu: 	:e 

	

:hedule, 	::'s 	foocE...:sed. amot.:::•::. 

	

::raing sch'..e, a 	:.i 	bod 
.1 bathing . ....iedulcs. :e::: Tare, if 

Also 	a b; 	: - :::.:: T of the 
type c: 	:i: hc:er a:: : - iz::1ents vor .... 	: :our dog. 

3. Explain the correct way to obedience train a dog and 
equipment vou would need. Show with your dog 

activille, used o (UIf5 the im ::..:eI1er.s for i hE,  Da .p Care mert badge 
mav 	...... üseJ : 	: . biO r&. ...... 'ments O 	:: 	rd badgt.rs. 
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an" t!ree of these commands: "come," "sit," "down, 
or ge: it," and "drop it." 

6. Do the foliowing: 

a. Discuss the proper vaccination schedule for a dog in 
vour arca frorn puppyhood through adulthood. 

b. Discuss the contro' :ethods fc: ? ;c.:::g fleas, 
heartworms, and i::cstinal pa:as:€- .;c:ms) for 
in your area from pup-, 'aod through adulthood. 

c. Explain the importance of dental care and tooth 
brushing tc v:ur pet's heaith. 

d. Discuss the öenefl cf grooming your dog's coat and 
nails on a regular 

e. Discuss with vour counseior any seasonal conditions 
(like hot si::':, coi \.inters, or extreme humidity) 
where you :;e that neea to be considered for your dog. 

f. Discus ....: 	 ':our c:nselor thc 	derations and 

	

advant':::' spav::i. or neute:7. 	cur dog. 

7. Do the foiioving: 

a. Expiain precautions to take in handling a hurt dog. 

b. Show how to put on an emergencv rnuzzie. 

c. Explain how to treat wounds. Expiain first aid for a 
dog bite. 

d. Sho'.' ho' ' ut an a sirr—!e dressing and bandage 
the co:. b. or head of :':.:r dog. 

e. Explain vhat to do if a dog is hit hy a car. 

f. List the things needed in every dog owner's first-aid kit. 

g. Teil the dangers of home treatment of a serious aiiment. 

h. Bric-:': disc 	the cause and ::c:hod of spread, the 
sigus and ymprns, ad the nehods of t'revention of 
rabies, parvov. disc::per, and he:.';cr:s in dogs. 

8. \'isit a veterinary hospital or an animal sheiter and give a 
report about vour visit to your counseior. 

9. Know the iv«s and ordinances invoiving dogs that are in 
farce in vciir communitv. 

10. Learn about three career opportunities for working with 
dogs. Pick one and find out about the education, training, 
and experience required fe." iis cveer, and d:s:ss :his 
with vour counselor. Teil \\'il this j;ofession iiicrss vou. 
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A Scout's Best Friend 
The iove and interdependence be::en humans and dogs 
has endured for thousands of vears. Evidc:ce suggests that 
dogs and humans started relying on each - ,. - 'ier thousands of 

ago. Todav, cgs are our co.'. 	c:' :J cornpanions. 
V,  	sst teams, ........forcerner.: 	ficers, 
huni:s. farrro:s. and 	•:o 	disaoues. They aiso play 
with 	and lc:: us 

Evolution of the Dog 
Although there are hundreds of breeds t1:: ook 	different 
fr 	e -21 	all dogs are members of ne same species, 
C.: :'.......... :......... 

Scientists believe that today's 

dogs owe their existence 

to wolves tamed long ago. 

The wolf is the ancestor of 

the modern domestic dog; 

in fact, they are almost 

genetically identicaL Wolves 

can breed with dogs and 

produce normal pups. 

Scientsts be4eve tfat domestkated 
dogs descended from the wolf, 

000 CARE 	7 



The -gin of dogs can be traced c' an anima! ca!!ed 
Miacis, \:Hch looked more like a wccI than a his 
small, flesh-eating cr:are had short legs, a long tau, five toes, 

-h liko- 	sc- 	odavs carniv:cs. T: :c important 
cal 	:c::Jis ws he f :s: to ha;e .:g1ike char- 

::: scs, such as a shortened hfth toe, 42 teeih, and longer 
runr::c. Then carne a 	 cafled 
us, v'.ch resemhled todvs Ihis 
ad sho, erect ears, Ioi:c : 	:; 	.. 	a dew- 

ciaw that had devoped froni the shorte::ei fifth toe. Also, 
Torn......us proba: e - avci much like 'J - 's dogs da 

hreeds c :cgs 	wolves evolva: :i:u Tomarctus. 
oup them in a family called C:;::idae. To' 

:e::sts believe dogs may have evolved from the 
5,)C1'Ofl. 

The earliest dogs probably resembled the present-day 
dingo, the wild dog ofAustralia. 

Domestication 

Dogs probahiv were the first animals to be dornesticated. 
ce ief 	the cps and L::a1 mounds of earlv hunians 

s:c:at pcce ke 	ogs as h:ers, trackers, and watch- 
cgs. Liter, as humans began to raise sheep. ttle, and other 
:'cstock, their 	cs learned to herd 	nd ;ach over 

In temples and to-5s of uraw- 
and inscriptions shc': :hat :he 	cu -  F::tians kept 

dort-legged house dogs and tall spotted dogs that looked like 
Greyhounds. The SaL- 	sc v:.s ke... 
nized hreed. Thc :'S'., :sci a pv .. ... 1a- .: 

1yy toy breed 	:ic.::ated .. .................... h:ought 
then, „j Euror'e in the 	cen:ir, 	r:: in todav's 
curly-coated E. ::opean breeds. 
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When the first European explorers arrived in the Americas, 
they discovered that American Indians had domesticated dogs 
to serve as warclidogs, pets, and beasts of bunten. 

By the 1700s, breeds in Europe were heing refined for 
hunting, retrieving, and companionship. The flrt dog show, 
hid in England in 1859, proved that people had started to 
appreciate different breeds of dogs for their unique character-
istics. Today, only an expert could recognize all the breeds 
(f r( 

We know hurnans haie leng respected the strength 

and power of dogs because they often appear as goss 

or mythological ereatures in eary art. Für exampe, 

the Egyptan god of death bad the head of a dog. 

In Greek mythoogy. a ferocious threeheaded 

dog narned Cerebus guarded the entrance to 

the underworid. 

I.Iefl 
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Dog Breeds and 
Characteristics 
The wide range of shape, size, color, and personality of 
purebred do-s is „he result of controlleLl breeding and 
selection. Some dogs were bred to hunt, some to serve as 
guard or sled dogs, and some to be herders. Others were 
kept as pets, companions, and guides. 

In the late 1800s, at the same time that dog shows were 
gaining popularity, a system was developed for clas.sitving 
breeds according to how they are used. In the United States, 
thc American Kennel Club has maintained a registry of breeds 
since 1884. Recognized groups are sporting dogs, hounds, 
working dogs, terriers, toys, nonsporting dogs, and herding 
dogs. Within these seven groups, the AKC recognizes 195 
breeds (as of 2019; new breeds are being recognized and 
approved every year). 

To create breeds, dog owners intentionally mate 
purebred dogs and certify and register the pups. 

A purebred dog has a "traceable" family line. Its father 
(sire) and inother (dam) are of the same breed and are 
registered. A purebrcd dog can trace its ancesiry back to 
the time its brecd was estabiished. Mixed-biecd dogs are 
not eligible for registry. Nevertheless, for many owners a 
mixed-breed dog makes a wonderful pet. 

In the United States, the number of dogs—purebred 
and mixed breed—is estimated at 89 million. 

DOGCARE 	11 



The groups recognized hy the AKC are as foliows. 

SPORTING DOGS 
These are do-s that "scent" and either track, point, or flush 
rc'veal i brd's location arid cause ii to flv, an(; rctrk?ve 	rne 

birds 011 land or in water. 

Sporting dogs and their country of origin include: 

American Water Spaniel 

(United States) 

Boykin Spaniel (United States) 

Brittany (France) 

Chesapeake Bay Retriever 

(United States) 

Clumber Spaniel (France) 

Cocker Spaniel (England) 

Curly-Coated Retriever (England) 

English Cocker Spaniel (England) 

Eng lish Setter (England) 

Eng lish Springer Spaniel 

(England) 

Field Spaniel (England) 

Flat-Coated Retriever (England) 

German Shorthaired Pointer 

(Germany) 

GermanWirehaired Pointer 

(Germany) 

Golden Retriever (Scotland) 

Gordon Setter (Scotland) 

lrish Red and White Setter 

(lreland) 

lrish Setter (Ireland) 

lrishWater Spaniel (Ireland) 

Labrador Retriever (Canada) 

Lagotto Romagnolo (Italy) 

Nederlandse Kooikerhondje 

(Netherlands) 

Nova Scotia DuckTolling 

Retriever (Canada) 

Pointer (England) 

Spinone ltaliano (Italy) 

Sussex Spaniel (England) 

Vizsla (Hungary) 

Weimaraner (Germany) 

Welsh Springer Spaniel (Wales) 

Wirehaired Pointing Griffon 

(Netheriands) 

Wirehaired Vizsla (Hungary) 

12 	DOGCARE 



HOUNDS 

Hounds 1.::.: a garne excepr birds. Hounds ;vere bred not iust 
to nd o: sh 	für human hun: 	to shoo::: 

track:.t 	ev hvsc.: -.: 
dhounds, 	v s.--em Ot! 	10J1 's, 

::.:ni Vhippet. irack bv 

- 	ds and thei 	. 	 - 	 mcl 

Afghan Hound (Afghanistan, 

American English Coonhound 

(United States) 

American Foxhound 

(United States) 

Azawakh (Burkina Faso/ 

MaliNiger) 

Basenji (Egypt) 

Basset Hound (France) 

Beagle (England) 

Black andTan Coonhound 

(United States) 

Bloodhound (Italy) 

Bluetick Coonhound 

(Uriited States) 

Borzol (Russia) 

Cimeco dell'Etna titaly) 

Dachshund (Germany) 

English Foxhound (England) 

Grand Basset Griffon Vendeen 

(France) 

Greyhound (Egypt)  

Harrier (England) 

Ibizan Hound (Egypt) 

lrish Wolfhound (lreland) 

Norwegian Elkhound (Norway) 

Otterhound (England) 

Petit Basset Griffon Vendeen 
(France) 

Pharaoh Hound (Egypt) 

Plott (United States) 

Portuguese Podengo Pequeno 

(Portugal) 

Redbone Coonhound 

(United States) 

Rhodesian Ridgeback 

(South Africa) 

Saluki (Egypt) 

Scottish Deerhound (Scotland) 

Sloughi (North Africa) 

Treeing Walker Coonhound 

(United States) 

Whippet (England) 
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WORKING DOGS 
‚V:rking 	 red to ic 	h. These hreed 

:::1i Iivetckere as 	 t:: :hd 
pre:m nouma: •id vaier rscie. ard ...... . a  

:ine cf them a. er-. -e in the militar;. 

Working dogs and their country of origin include: 

Akita (Japan) 

Alaskan Malamute 

(United States) 

Anatolian Shepherd Dog (Turkey) 

Bernese Mountain Dog 

(Switzerland) 

Black RussianTerrier (Russia) 

Boerboel (South Africa) 

Boxer (Germany) 

Bullmastiff (England) 

Cane Corso (Italy) 

Chinook (Unted States) 

Doberman Pinscher (Germany) 

Dogue de Bordeaux (France) 

German Pinscher (Germany) 

Giant Schnauzer (Germanv) 

Great Dane (Germanv) 

Great Pyrenees (France) 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog 

(Switzerland) 

Komondor (Hungary) 

Kuvasz (Tibet) 

Leonberger (Germany) 

Mastiff (England) 

Neapolitan Mastiff (Italy) 

Newfoundland (Canada) 

PortugueseWater Dog (Portugal) 

Rottweiler (Germany) 

Samt Bernard (Switzerland 

Samoyed (Siberia' 

Siberian Husky 

(Northeastern Asia) 

Standard Schnauzer (Germany) 

Tibetan Mastiff (Tibet) 
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TERRIERS 

Terriers originall': xere bred to kill rats and to force foxes and 
otters out of their ciens. The name "terrier" comes frorn the 
Latin terra firma, meaning earth. 

Terciers and tner country ,  of odgin. incude. 

AiredaleTerrier (England) 

American HairlessTerrier 

(United States) 

American StaffordshireTerrier 
(England) 

AustralianTerrier (Australia) 

BedlingtonTerrier (England) 

BorderTerrier (England) 

BullTerrier (England) 

CairnTerrier (Scotland) 

CeskyTerrier (Czech Republic) 

Dandie DinmontTerrier 
(England) 

Glen of ImaalTerrier (lreland) 

lrishTerrier (Ireland) 

Kerry BlueTerrier (Ireland) 

LakelandTerrier (England) 

ManchesterTerrier (England) 

Miniature BullTerrier (England) 

Miniature Schnauzer (Germany) 

NorfolkTerrier (England) 

NorwichTerrier (England) 

Parson RussellTerrier (England) 

RatTerrier (United States) 

RussellTerrier (England) 

Scottish Terrier (Scotland) 

SealyhamTerrier (Wales) 

SkyeTerrier (Scotland) 

Smooth FoxTerrier (British Isles) 

Soft Coated WheatenTerrier 

(Ireland) 

Staffordshire BullTerrer 

(England) 

WelshTerrier (Wales) 

West Highland WhiteTerrer 
(Scotland) 

Wire FoxTerrier (British Isles) 
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NONSPORTING DOGS 
categorv is for those breeds that do not fit in other 

AKC categories. 

Nonsporting dogs and their country of origin include: 

American Eskimo Dog 

(United States) 

Bichon Frise (Spain) 

BostonTerrier (United States) 

Bulldog (England) 

Chinese Shar-Pei (China) 

Chow Chow (China) 

Coton deTulear (Madagascar) 

Dalmatian (Croatia) 

Finnish Spitz (Finland) 

French Bulldog (France) 

Keeshond (Netherlands) 

Lhasa Apso (Tibet) 

Löwchen (Germany) 

Norwegian Lundehund (Norway) 

Poodle (France) 

Schipperke (Belgium) 

Shiba lnu (Japan) 

Tibetan Spaniel (Tibet) 

Tibetan Terrier (Tibet) 

Xoloitzcuintli (Mexico) 

TOYS 

Toy dogs were bred to be tinv companions. 

Toys and their country of origin include: 

Affenpinscher (Germany) 

Brussels Griffon (Belgium) 

Cavatier King Charles Spaniel 

England) 

Chihuahua (Mexico) 

Chinese Crested (China) 

EnglishToy Spaniel (England) 

Havanese (Cuba) 

Italian Greyhound 

(Greecefrurkey) 

Japanese Chin (Japan) 

Maltese (Malta) 

ManchesterTerrier (England) 

Miniature Pinscher (Germany) 

Papillon (Spain) 

Pekingese (China) 

Pomeranian (Germany/Poland) 

Poodle (France) 

Pug (China) 

ShihTzu (China) 

SilkyTerrier (Australia) 

Toy FoxTerrier (United States) 

YorkshireTerrier (England) 
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HERDING DOGS 

Herding dogs were bred to herd sheep or catfle. You can 
especially see them in action in Australla, Scotland, 
England, and Wales. 

Herding dogs and their country of origin include: 

Australian Cattle Dog (Australia) 

Australian Shepherd 

(United States) 

Bearded Collie (Scotland) 

Beauceron (France) 

Belgian Malinois (Belgium) 

Belgian Sheepdog (Belgium) 

BelgianTervuren (Belgium) 

Bergamasco Sheepdog (Italy) 

Berger Picard (France) 

Border Collie (England/Scotland) 

Bouvier des Flandres (Belgium) 

Briard (France) 

Canaan Dog (Israel) 

Cardigari Welsh Corgi (Wales) 

Collie (England/Scotland) 

Entlebucher Mountain Dog 
(Switzerland)  

Finnish Lapphund (Finland) 

German Shepherd Dog 
(Germany) 

Icelandic Sheepdog (Iceland) 

Miniature American Shepherd 

(United States) 

Norwegian Buhund (Norway) 

Old English Sheepdog (England) 

PembrokeWelsh Corgi (Wales) 

Polish Lowland Sheepdog 
(Poland) 

Pull (Hungary) 

Pumi (Hungary) 

Pyrenean Shepherd (France) 

Shetland Sheepdog (Scotland) 

Spanish Water Dog (Spain) 

Swedish Vallhund (Sweden) 
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Here are some of the most 
popular hreeds of dogs along with 
sorne of their characteristics. 

American Cocker Spaniel. 
I-Ieight: 14 1 /2 to 15 1/2 inches, 
females an inch shorter; weit;ht: 

( 24 to 28 pounds; coat: siiky; 
color: solid buff, black, parti- 
color (a predominant color with 
patches of one or more other 
colors), tricolor, and others; ears 
hang down. This cheerful and 
gentle sporting dog k pl.iyful 
and does weil in confined spaces 
if given pienty of exercise. 

Insh Setter. Height: 26 to 28 
inches, feinales two inches 
shorter; weight: 60 to 70 pounds; 
coat: siiky with longer chest 
hur color mahogany or uch 
chesinut brown: ears hang down. 
This popular and regal sporting 
dog ranges in personality from 
clownish to reserved. 

Labrador Retriever. Height: 
21 1/2 to 241/2  inches; weight: 55 

4 to 75 pounds; coat: straight and 
dense; color: golden to black; 
ears hang down. One of the 
finest familv dogs in the world, 
this good-naiured, adaptable 
sporting dog does fine in the 
city and countly provided it 
gets plentv of exercise. Labs are 
strong swinrners. 
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Afghan Hound. Height: 26 to 28 
ir.ch2s; weigh:: 3.)  to 60 pounds; 
coat: long, straight, thick, and 
silkv hair, fine 	tc'xwre, 'vth 
short hair on 	c:lor: 'Lck, 
crearn, silver, brindle (brc.::: sh 
\\ 	:1pes .:i 
e2:s 	'•.vn. 	dog -aeiges 

fron nervous to 
clownish to dc;Yfied. Requires 
extra grooming. 

Beagle (13inch and 15-inch). 
Hcz:: ) to 13 inclic 

to 15 inches (15- 
ir::.: -•.ight: T 3 to 20 pounds 
(13-i.::,, 20 :2 30 pounds 
(15-inch); coat: hard; color: 

of black. Jiite, 
ac. 	c' 	ho c1 c.:::. This 

il dog 
is verv aciaptahle. 

Dachshund (Standard 
Smooth). Height: 9 i:ches; 

c:git: 10 to 20 pour,..s: coat: 
hard; color: black-and-tan or a 
solid, redc.s ..........cc: ears hang 
dr''.m. Thisvcc': :.::ys hound 
icc- compar. :::h bc: avo 
long walks. A good indoor pet. 

Alaskan Malamute. I c ght: 23 
10 25 incles: ve'zht: 73 to 110 
pounds: ccc:: 	color: black 
or shades of gray with a lighter 
fc.c and undeb.::c:: 	prick 
u. This work: 	:2.:; range 
from  
Ii left 	.;cc. the dog cc: 
hecot.. .... c:es''.'e. One 	-i 	to 
pull scci 	:; -.c::1ern clim::cs. 
Mav require extra grooming. 
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Boxer. Hei.t 21 to 25 inches; 
weight: 61. pounds: coat: 
hard: color: light tan, reddish 

ften wiili '±dte 
on the ::::. neck. and 

feet; es are 
for sI:::': or 
taU 	T.;.s 
is oftc: ;ood-natured wit: 
expr€se face. 

Golden Retriever. H.ht: 
2112 	::csvht: 
55 to 	;.::.::: 	•:.‚':: - hick, 
repels .;ater, can he \\'avv or 

'ith 	:hs on the 
: 	 back of 

t1 	:gs :  COO  

a 	of shades, f 
tC  

thicK :ail 
ca.: : 	Ightiv upward. This 
fr:c:::iIv, activ•.: ag makes an 
icea familv p.:. 

AiredaleTenier. I-{eight: 22 to 23 
ir:hs•s. .vsu: 45 to 	ounds; 
cc.:: haft T:T:: •.y;:: 

tan nead.  
hlackish 	ears 
f(.: :orward. This de,--  
p. :upp: 	:iatures 

::gnifs: 1 	in 
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Fox Terrier (Smooth andWire). 
E:i:: :4 : 	::::hes; 

coat: 
shon and wir..: :srlv 
white with bi::-: :::.. lan er tan 

sward- This 
- .....::.: 	LI 	nI 

........... 
dog. 

lrtshTerrier 	iSir:•:s: 

and wirv: color: reddish er 
omet;:nes iighter; 

..: .ard This emer 
Ilas a :; : p1n1 and ....eariess 
and iuii of spunk 

Chihuahua (Smooth and 
Longhaired t-ght: inches: 
;veigF.: 	1: - 	rinds: ceat: seit; 
color 	: :::ie. lan. Nack 
a 	: 	ari : er 

This 
or 

While some 	o:hers are 
and ner.c.is . 

Pekngese. '-eht: S ' 
inch€. ;.:: 	4 po ::::s; coat: 
coars-  
red, i: :.. 
andt:.::. 	.• ..• 	

mack- 
OF 

brindle; ears 	:.:;.. 

tovdegs -...... .. ::: 

Reqrnres extra groom:. 

4r 

" 	 . 
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YorkshireTemer. Heh:: 
::che;velsln: 5 	- 
.at: 	ra:Ii ard s;v ]ri 
:g haar ua::g 	v: :rom 
hE ea 	d muzze: :ola: ..:rk 
:av ;v1h r:h 
sE':k. 

sec4 a;r 	 Othe ]ig. 	s 
rZ 

Ro;uires ex:ra gcx.i 

Bulldog. 	14 
40 zo  

- 	 - he. reddh. ta, cr patched: 
ci. pd2 Lyvo-  w. 

Thl nengontg dg x: 
igh:e 	overvs;vee: 

a::i L5 

1 iign.Ie] an] de;i ::io 
walk much 

Dalmatian. Hesh:: 19 to 
- za 5 	'us: 

t 	 b: - .o:: whio vlth 
bk:: r:w r:: 	S hang 
d';vn. TWS nonyonug dos 

-'1 	 he :are !i.g h 
an]  

Poodle (Miniature). 1: 	0 
15 ::cho; ve.: 14 to 17 

po-un- ,äs: 	i 
cr: 	-•. .vhze, grav hiue 
:ver. crea:i. r1d:sh. dark rer 

pae brown sars 1Ttan 
T]s deg b aus 
tamos sr.tw 	. 	arei 
Fran:etheMtnfa . ... 

nt:: an] 	LLIL ais-: 
tnd ex:nable. Reau±:es 

exna 
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Collie Roug.  

ve:ght:Oo5poui  
maued anti ihick witi :. 
ha:r un:ierneath: 
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Dogs are remarkable animals. lt's hard to imagine that a Great 
Dane and a Toy Poodle are the same species, but they are 
genetically identical, have the same anatomy, anti grow up 
the same way. 

Newborn puppies have closed eyes and ear canals and no 
teeth. They also cannot walk. But they do have fully functional 
senses of smell and laste, which they use to find their mothen 
lmmediately alter uihelping (birth), a puppy can drag itself to its 
mother's belly, where lt can feed on her milk anti find comfort. 

By the third week, puppies can see, hear, anti crawl. They 
also begin to teethe. By the sixth week, incisors anti canine 
teeth have come in. These are puppy teeth and they are tem-
porary. The first of the permanent teeth begin to come in by 
the third month, anti by the seventh month the puppy has a 
full set of teeth in place. 

Puppies can run by week five, anti so begins a particularly 
active social and learning period. Their brains are rushing 
toward full development, so this is a good time to begin 
socializing anti training. 

Most puppies are sexually mature anti can mate when 
they are 10 months old. Female dogs go into heat every six or 
seven months for about a three-week period. If she becomes 
pregnant, a tiog will give birth to a litter in about 63 days. This 
means that most dogs can whelp two litters a year. 

Until lt is weaned, or introduced to solid food, the 
only nourishment a puppy needs comes from its 
mother's milk. Most mother dogs wean their litters 
when they are three to five weeks old. 
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A puppy is considered mature at its first birthday, but it 
might take longer than a year for it to reach full size. And its 

Male dogs are personality might continue to be puppylike for much longer. 

particularly Small and mediumsized dogs live about 15 years; a large 
dog rnight live only nine to 12 years. As dogs age, their senses 

territorial and begin to fail: They lose their sight and become hard of hearing, 
will merk their and their senses of smell and taste dirninish. 

terntory with Parts of a Dog 
urine, feces, and Every dog has a head, body, and legs. Each of these body parts 

the scent from 
differs among breeds as do other features such as the dog's 

. size and Its hair color, 
their anal glands. 

THE HEAD 

_________ A variety in head shape and size is one reason dogs look so 
different from each other. The skull can be wide and fiat, like 
a bulidog's, er narrow and long, like a collie's. Many breeds 
have skulls shaped somewhere in between. Bot all dogs have 
a stop, which is a small indentation in the forehead. Of course, 
some dogs have a pronounced stop, while on others the stop is 
hardly noticeable. 

Dogs have a remarkable sense of smefl. A dog's 

nostrils have many nerve eridings, which pick up 

minute odors.When a dog sniffs, it is sizing up its 

environment. Scientific studies have found that 

dogs' noses are 20 to 40 times more sensitive than 

those of humans. 

On the outside, dogs' ears come in many shapes and sizes. 
They can be short or long, folded or upright, or droopy. But 
dogs' middle and inner ears—the Parts that do the hearing—are 
the same for all breeds. The design of dogs' ears gives them a 
keen sense of hearing that allows ehem Co hear sounds that 
humans can't. This is why dogs are sometimes the first Co 
notice a Person's arrival. 



2 

17 

25. 

27. 

fhe iustrahon shows parts of the dog. Many of these terms will ha 

famdar to vau, and others will be new.They are the terms used hy 

judges in dcg shows and are known to aU experts. 

21 Lips or fiews 

24. Cheek 

25. Hind foot 

26. Forefoot 

27 3öes, or digits 

28. Dewclaws 

29, Thigh 

30. Brisket 

31, Sheath 

1. Nase 

2. M uzz e 

3. Stop 

4, Skuii 

5. Occiput 

6. Arch., or crest 

7. Withers, or top 

of shouders 

8. Hip 

9. Loin 

10. Ta 

11.. Rum p 

12. Ankles, or hock 

11 Stifte, or knee 

14. Chest 

15, Elbow 

16. Pastern, 

or metacarpus 

17 Wrist, or carpus 

18. Forearm 

19. Pont of shou der 

20. Shoulder 

21. Ear, or leatSer 

22. Dewtap 
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Because ciogs are preciators, their eyes are positioned dose 
together and facing forward on the head, and their vision is 
suited for both day and night. This aibws dogs to detect a lot 
of detail and movement. In addition tu the two eve!ids that 
open and dose the eye, dogs also ltove a third eyeiii, called 
the hau' or uictitating mernbrane, which helps protect and 
cicon the eves. lt is hard to see the liav hecouse it is ludden 
in ihe inner corner of the eye when the eye is open. 

Besdes being long, pink, and slimy, a dog's tongue 
is an important part of its cooling system. Moisture 
evaporating from a panting dog's tongue helps keep 
the dog cool on a warm, sunny day. 

Mns JuR dogs have 42 periti000nt teerh. In the front 
part of tL outh, these include 12 incse md four canines 
for biting and tearing food. In the real -  1) 	f iHhe. moutit. 	there 
are 16 prernoiai -s and 10 molars for chewing. 

\'ocal foRts. tocated in the neck, dctermine a lots hark, 
growl, and whintper. 1'he size of the vocol folds dffcrs a:nong 
breeds. This difterence is how a Labr. Retriever gets its 
deL'1, loud bark and a Yorkshue 1 	tts ;ucrcing, high- 
pttclted onc. Interestingly, the Bas 	. breed docs not bark. 

THE BODY AND LEGS 

One of the most distinctive features of a dogs hodv is its hair, 
or coat. \Vhether long or short, singe- or muciceored, thin 
or thick, or straight or curly, dogs are covered with it. What's 
niore, II moves! When a dog is afraid, the hair on its hackles 
(its shouldcrs and back) stands up straight. 

Sometirnes a dog's haft is so thick and long that it is 
difficult to deterruine the dogs actua! size or to see hs body 
sttane. But under all that hair is a wide, deep chest and a ihm 
abdomen. A large chest indicates a formidahic heart and 
lungs. These organs give a conditioned dog the endurance to 
run long distances without stopping. Dogs have 13 pairs of 
ribs and 27 vertebrae. 
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Most dogs have four toes on the rear feet. However, 
a flfth toe, or dewclaw, is often found on the inside 
leg above the paw on the forearms, hind legs, or 
both, The dewclaw is left over from the dog's eary 
days and has no use today. Sometimes owners have 
the dewclaws removed. 

Dog legs and paws are built for seeking and stalking prey. 
Muscles of the fore- and hindquarters give endurance, and 
bone length promotes movement. The pads on the bottom of 
the paws cushion the impact of running and muffle noise. 

Tails vary in length and shape. Tail length is determined 
by the number of tailbones a dog has. The shape of the tau 
depends on the tail Iength and the breed. For example, the 
Siberian Husky has a sickle tail that is carried in an arc over 
its back. The Dalmation has a whip tail—it sticks out straight 
like an arrow. The English Bulldog has a short, stubby fused 
tail that twists like a corkscrew. 
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Acquiring a dog is a major decision. Before you get a dog, you 
should understand the kinds of responsibilities you will have to 
care for the dog its entire life. You will need to feed it properly, 
groom it regularly, and tend to its medical needs. A dog requires 
proper training, and it should never be treated improperly. 

SetectingVour Dog 
Whether you live in the city, in the suburbs, or in the Country, 
there is a dog that Can fit your personality, location, and life 
style. The climate where you live rnight determine the type 
of dog you should select, Dog owners in the far north might 
choose breeds with a thick coat. If you live in the City or in an 
apartment, you probably  
should choose a breed - W9  of dog that is small to 
medium in size. Large 
dogs need plenty of 
room to exerCise. 

To select your dog, 
firt fiuiirn out uihu von 
want one. Most people 
want a dog for compan-
ionship. If you live on .- . 

a farm, your dog might 
become a working am-
mal, if you live in the - 
City, you might want a 	 . 	't 
watchdog. Some dogs, 	- 
such as the Labrador 	 - 
Retriever, do better 
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around children than more aggressive breeds. Some people 
choose a dog because of its special traits, such as one that 

Keep in mnd that doesn't shed. 

some breeds are Next consider the type of dog you want. Some people 
want a purebred because they like its appearance or personal- 

better sutted ity, and they know what the dog will look like when it grows 
than others for up. Others find that a mixed breed will do just as weil and is 

less expensive. You can find a mixed-breed dog at an animal 
famihes with shelter, through a humane society or rescue group, or adver - 
small chidren. tised in your local newspaper. 

	

0 am 	ree S 

	

• 	 b 	d 
If you want to buy a purebred dog, find out everything 

you can about the breed so you can ask the breeder questions. 
are more Some purebred dogs may be more prone to certain medical 

problems; good breeders will alert you. Mixed-breed dogs also aggressive 
may develop medical problems, but there is no way to anticipate 

stubborn, reactive, the type of problems. 

or hyperactive; 

more likely to bite Healthy Choice 
people; or harder When you are evaluating a puppy or an adult dog, 

to train. Ask a the dog should appear friendly and outgoing. Puppies 

veterinarian to should be playful, not shy or anxious. Make sure 

the dog's eyes are bright and shiny and have no dis- 
heip \/OU select charge.The inner eyetids should be smooth and pink. 

the best pet for Check the dog's ears for debris. The skin should feei 

your family and warm and dry to the touch.The dog's coat ought to be 

clean and sweet smelling.The dog shoud be in good 
to make sure lt form and build, not extremety fat or extremety thin. 

is healthy. 

Knowng Dog Ordinances 
You need to be aware of dog ordinances in your area. Check 
with your veterinarian, animal control center, or local police 
to learn the laws and regulations you must follow. Ask your 
librarian to help you look up "dogs" or "animals" in your city 
or county code. Some cities have pamphlets outlining your 
obligations. Pay attention to the law. 
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The types of laws regulating 

dogs include: 

• Leash Laws. Many communi-

ties require that a dog be on a 

leash in all public areas unless 

otherwise designated. 

• Pooper-scooper laws. These 

laws require owners to pick up 

and properly dispose of their 

per's feces. Violators may have 

to pay a fine. 

• Licensing taws. Not only will a 

license help your community 

keep track of dogs, lt will also 

help people know whom to 

call if your dog is lost. 

• Rabies vaccination laws. These 

exist in every state. 

• Nuisance taws. Common nui-

sance violations are excessive 

barking, howling, or whining. 

• Dangerous or vicious dog laws. tf your dog has injured a person or 

pet or damages property, you may be required to confine or muzzle 

it, and you may have to insure your dog. In some cases, lt may have 

to be destroyed. Also, some household insurance policies will not 

cover damage or liabilities caused by certain breeds. Have your 

parents check their homeowner's insurance policy for this. 

• Breed-specific laws. These laws are controversial, but generalty they 

single out breeds such as Pit Bulls, Rottweilers, Doberman Pinschers, 

Chow Chows, and others tor specific regulations. Some believe these 

laws are discriminatory while others believe that certain breeds 

require additional regulations. 

• Spaying and neutering laws. Some communities have ordinar:e 
regulating the breeding of dogs. 
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TraningYour Dog 

Know the difference between house-training (learning to be a good 

member of the family), socialization (adjusting to the environment), 

and obedience training (learning to understand commands) 

House-Training 
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Take the puppy outside after every meal, after every nap, 
during hard play sessions, and any other time you think ehe 
puppy might need to go. Take the puppy Co ehe same door, 
repeating the question, 'To you want to go out?" Follow the 
same route each time you go out. 

Take along a "pooper-scooper" or an ordinary plastic bag, 
Co heip you clean up after your dog. Put ehe bag over your 
hand like a mitten, pick up ehe dog's mess wiCh your covered 
hand, turn the bag inside out, dose it, arid throw it away. 

If you find ehe puppy has had an accident, simply clean 
it up. If you try to correct your dog after the accident, it won't 
understand why it is being scolded. If you see the puppy going 
to ehe bathroom in ehe house, gently correct je with a sharp 
bot quiet "NoV' and take it oueside Co its regular spot. While 
out there, praise your puppy for going outside. 

Crates for Pups 
lt is a good idea to get a crate in which 
to confine a puppy. Crates might seem 	. 
small, but dogs like cozy places of 	 AM,-'  
their own.Think of a crate as an indoor 	 . 
doghouse. Crates also heip house-  

training because dogs won't go to the 
bathroom in the same area in which 
they eat or sleep. 

Buy a crate that is just big enough to 
allow your dog to easily stand up, turn around, lie down, and stretch out. 
You can buy a crate large enough to fit your dog when it is fully grown, 
but pad the inside to make the space the right size for your puppy. lf you 
don't, the space might be largo enough that your puppy will use one end 
as a bathroom. 

Until your dog is house-trained, you might want to keep it in the 
crate whenever you are not handling it.This will make the house-training 
easier. Later, you can let the dog out unsupervised for longer periods. 
But leave the door open so your dog can return to the crate to rest. 

The important thing to remember is that the crate is your dog's safe 
place. Make it comfortable with soff bedding, and never confine your 
dog there as punishment. 
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Clean up an accident immediately and thoroughly. Any 
odor left behind will make that area an attractive bathroom 

Be conshtent and location. You can clear away ehe odor wiCh a vinegar and water 

keep a regular mixture or a pet odor remover (available at pet stores). Other 
cleaning products won't gee rid of ehe odor and might even 

schedule. Praise encourage ehe puppy to use ehat area again. 

your puppy every 
Sociahzaton 

step of the way. Socializing a puppy with other people and dogs is an impor- 
When the puppy tant part of helping your pet become well-adjusted Co its 

environment. In nature, litters of wolf puppies and other wild 
getstheidea canines interact with other members of their pack. By domg 
which might take this, they learn how to accept ehe presence of other animals. 

weeks t will 
Our pets need this same socialization period in their lives. 
Many times people just leave their dog out in the backyard or 

go Co the door remove it from ehe house when cornpany arrives. Never having 

when it wants ehe opportuniey to be in ehe presence of people can ehen make 
your dog nervous and fearful of people later in life, 

to be lee mit. 
Obedience Training 

Basic obedience training is like eeaching a child good manners. 
The commands for dogs are "sit," "stay," and "come," followed 
by "dos n" and "heel." Teaching a dog basic obedience makes 

sense because our pets do not 
naturally know what is expeceed of 
them in ehe human world. We have 
Co eeach ehem. 

Leirning how Co respond to 
f basic obedience commands can 

heerally save a dog s life in today s 
orld of busy streets and fast auto- 

mobiles Obedience eriinmg can 
... 	begm when dogs are four to six 

months old and continue ehroughoue 
a dog's lifeeime. 

Try to introduce your new puppy to as many of your friends and 
family members as possible as often as possible. Do not allow anyone to 
roughhouse, tease, or torment your puppy. lnstead, let visitors hold the 
dog, pet it, give lt food treats, and talk gently and softly to lt. Remember, 
good behavior on the part of people will help ensure good behavior in 

your puppy. 
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öreeds ioes are mc:e aare :.an othes; 	rring 
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These are manv :rainin me:hods. some more ettective than 

::hers Mate sure that the method vot choose ftts both voa 
and vour 1og. h vour dog is s:r rtg-wiiied. crhxse a traming 
method hat zart ma:e the best o tEus :ertdencv. lt vaur doe is 

htrve. zu mav need a training mezhod znat wti boos: 

assss b 3 	::z  

as 	: 

pick. tke sure vo, sich 	 \ 
Ioriae 	op a 

:hat orte, vou cart contuse vnn - p 1 
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zhe training. 	 -' 
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ftgure out wha: works best 	 / 
veur dog. This cart be an exceile.: 
wav:oirainvourperand 
:0 :mprove vur y.v::: ski1s r 

handEing lt. 
Advanced ::ai:ung tor 1 

herding, search and rescue, 
anack. or assisring people who 
bhnd mav come otter rhe basics are learned. These tvpes 
ci odvanced t:aimngs are usualv handEed wide: the guidance 

o protessional trainer Most dogs are not suued ro his zve 
ci training. 

The most imnonat: -pan 0, training vour dog 15 con - 
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obedtence training vour dog. vou ;vik heip make lt a 
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The Star Dog of the World Trade Center 
The brightest star in the sky is Sirius, the Dog Star. lt shines more than 
20 times brighter than the sun. 

Another kind of dog Star shined brightly on September 11, 2001, at 
the World Trade Center in NewYork. Sirius, a bomb-sniffing Labrador 
Retriever, and his handler, police officer David Lim, were on duty 
there.Their work was suddenly interrupted by a massive exposion 
"One must have gotten by us" Lim said as he locked Sirius in his crate 
and raced up the tower steps to help. 

Terrorists had purposefully piloted an airplane into the building. 
Officer Lim was frantically helping people down the NorthTowers fire 
stairs to safety when it began to fall. Miraculously, they survived. 

Four months later, in the wreckage of the buildings, Sinus was 
discovered dead in his damaged crate.When officer Lirn was notified, 
he rushed to Ground Zero. The 
dog had been killed instantly 
when the building collapsed. 
As Lim carried his friend's 
broken body to a NewYork 
Police Department truck, 
excavators stopped their 
engines. NewYork police 
officers saluted and firefighters 
stood at attention. 

On April 24, 2002, a memo- 	 .. 
rial service for Sirius was held 	 - 
More than 200 people and K-9 
units from across the country  
gathered to honor brave Sirius. 	

litt 

Officer Lim was presented with 
Sirius' metal water bowl, which 
had been pulled from Lim's  

damaged car. Lim broke dowi 	.. 
after receiving the bowl, whicn 
had been engraved with Sirius' 
shield number and these words: 

Rom 

frJ 4re 	 ' 
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After the dog is usecl to the leash, take up your end of lt and 
walk around with your pet, applying little or no pressure. 
Gradually, over a short period, increase your control until your 
dog is completeiy comfortable being on the leash. 

Multiple, short periods of training are most effective. Four or 
five sessions a day, five to 10 minutes each, works weil for puppies. 
Older dogs can tolerate sessions of up to 20 minutes long. 

Canine Good Citizen 
The American Kennel Club's Canine Good Citizen0  certification program 
rewards dogs that have good manners at home and in the community.The 
program stresses responsible pet ownership and basic good manners for dogs. 
For more information, contact the AKC (see the resources section at the end of 
this pamphlet). 

Basic Training 
lt's important for every dog to know these five basic commands.Teach one 
command at a time, and reinforce those aiready iearned before moving on 
to a new one. 

"Sit." Have your dog on the leash to your left. Say "Sit" and, at the same 
time, press the dog's rump into a sitting position. When your dog is seated 
to your satisfaction, give a bit of food and lots of praise. Repeat the lesson 
until your dog sits on its own. 

"Stay" Now have your dog sit. Teil it to "stay" and drop the leash. Raise 
your paim in front of its nose and then back away. if your dog tries to fol-
bw. say "No" and hold your raised palm toward it. Have your dog sit and 
then repeat the exercise untib lt stays on command. 

"Come7 WaIk with your dog heeling beside you.Then step backward, puil-
Ing the dog with you and saying "Come." Pet and feed your dog a little. 
Repeat, using the leash less and less, until your dog comes to you to be 
petted and rewarded. 

"Down" First, get your dog to sit.Then say "Down" and press its shoulders 
down while pulling its front feet forward.Your dog will Ile down. Repeat until 
your dog lies down when you give the command. 

"Heel'The goal is to have your dog walk at your left side at an even pace. 
Hold the end of the leash in your right hand with the training collar above the 
dog's neck in your left hand.Your dog's chest should be kept next to your left 
leg. Gently but firmly pull the dog into the proper place with your left hand as 
you walk along, giving the command "Heel!" Praise your dog as soon as it 
is in the right position.Teach your dog to stop when you stop and walk when 
you walk. 
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Caiirg forVour Dog 
Yo: dog needs what v need: food, shell 
lo e and companionship, lt reIms on you,so 
treat yourdog with ca e and respect 

Dogs ha\e their origins in the wild 
ca ines of p ehistonc temes These soceal pack 
an als were carni res mc t e e and 

hat thev could hunt andhell or s a enge 
T ev was ted nothing. The cartrivores a e 1' 

eis es, bo es and organs as well as ehe 

The parts supphed protein cerhohdrates 
minerals, vitamins, ared fiber—just what th 
canines needed to live. 

Todav, wolves, foxes, covotes, med 	 ‚ 
laLkals hunt tor food bot the\ mii 1 aliiats 
find a baianced meah Orirpet dogs have an 
advantage over their relatives in the wild. 
Thev onh,  have 10 hunt for their feeding bowis to find a 
healthv serving of commercially manufactured dog food. 

FeedingYour Dog 
Just as infants, toddiers, children, and aduits require different 
amounts of liquids med food during eheir lifetime, so da dogs. 
There am different diets for different stages of your pcI's life. A 
newbom puppv up to the age of three or four weeks depends 
wholly an its mother's milk. When lt is weaned, vou should 
introduce your dog 10 a "puppy" dich which usually contains 
higher leveis of protein and carbohydraees than ehe mother's 
milk as well as a balanced mineral content. 

A general rufe ofthumb is to feed a puppy on 
the basis of one cup (8 ounces) of dry food per 
20 pounds of body weight, three times a day. Fcr 
example, feed a 5-pound puppy only one-quarter 
cup of dry food three times daily; feed a 10-pound 
puppy one-half cup three times a day. 
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j c 	:' food to :at:r 	be ce: 
first because of the lack of tooth developrnent. However, trv 10 

soak dry food m waeer 10 soften lt and feed it to vour dog as 
soon as possible. Canned foods are more flavorful, bot thev are 
mostiv sater. Pound for pound, thev do not provide as much 
nutrition for a puppv as drv kibble. 

When your dog reaches bone growth maturity (which 

varies with each breed), lt's time to switch to an "adult 

dog" diet. Adjust the amount of food you give lt 

based on its weight and breed. Reduce the number 

of meals from three times a day to two times. If you 

continue to feed your pet three meals a day—or keep 

the dog food bowl filled during the day—your dog 

may become obese. 

Dog Feeding Don'ts 
Be sure 10 keep 

p enty of fresh, 
Don't feed a dog pork bones, chicken bones, chop 

bones,T-bones, or other bones that can splinter.The 
clean water can cause serious injury.You may give your dog a 

avatlab e tor your knucklebone, which does not splinter, or a dog toy 

dog cl all limes that is solid enough that your pet can't chew lt up 

and swallow lt. 
lyon have an 

outs uc nog piace 
do-s age, their di- 	nts will varv accord 

the water bowl in to their existing health proNems ana levels of activitv. Ii your 

the shade. Check older dog is healthv. feed your pet a 'senior" or 	ute" diet 
once or twice a dav. However, if vour dog has certain medical 

often and refill the problems (such as kidnev disease, arihritis or joint issues, or 

bowl regulary, hem problems), ask vour veterinarian 10 recommend a tier 
specificallv modified for vour per's conditiort. That diet will 
not oniv help to manage vour dog's medical problems bot also 
mav improve the quality of vour pci s life anti Itelp lengthen 
its hie span. 
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The rote of aging varies among the different breeds 
of dogs. "Toy" and smafl breeds may live to be over 
15 years old, while "giant" breeds may be cor,sidered 
very old at 9 or 10 years of age. 

Your dog's level St z,:vity will affece hc.; 
much food the dog need 	eat. Working dc,s 
(such as herding breeds ao-1 police dogs) req 
more protein and carbohydrates hut not a pro-
portional increase of fat in eheir diet. However, 
dogs in cold cllmates require—in addition es 
extra protein and carbohy&aees—a much higher 
amount of fat in their diet. Dogs recovering 
from certain iniuries or iliness may need special 
dietary supplemenes. A 'sit-in-vour-Iap" dog with 
little activily should bare a controlled diet that 
keeps it fron becoming ohese. 

4t rtiFJ: 
‚. J4 

HoustngYour Dog 

Though many dogs live indoors with their 
owners. others spend most of their live-, outside. 
Doo-that live outdoors need shelter. Hou you In 202 	U 	bzates Postal 
bosse your dog depends on the demate, ehe type issued"Dogs at Wo rk"  
of dog you have, and where vou live, 	stam p to ceIeb'ate how dogs 

All dogs are not necessarilv outdoor dogs, 	partrer vith peopleto hep and 
A Great Dane, for exampie, is a big dog hut has protect 1. 

a short coat and could freeze outside in winter 
temperatures. Pug-nosed small breeds, hke Englisir Bulldogs, 
do very poorlv outdoors in bot climates where thev bare a 
hard time panting Co keep their bodies cool. Most srnall and 
shorthaired dogs are best kept inside when lt gets cold. 

Like wolves, dogs develop a winter coat. However, 
they won't properly develop that coat if kept indoors 
during the winter. For that reason, don't keep a dog 
indoors during the day in winter and then send lt out 
into the cold at night. Dogs do get frostbite and can 
freeze to death in very cold climates. An outside 
dog should be outside all the time except when 
temperatures fall below zero. 



Adog that iskeptou 	‚hould haveaccesstoadequalte 
ater, and shelter at all tmes. 

if vou plan Es •se -:au ..:rg outdoors, start when Ehe dog 
Es a puppv. An older dog that is used to being kept indoors will 
have a hard time adapting Es outside hving. ifvou buv an adult 
dog, find out if lt was raiseh as an outdoor dog before leaving lt 
outside. In extreme weather conditions—hot or cold—bring Ehe 
dog inside. 

An outdoor dog needs a dry, elevated doghouse wieh 
clean, dry bedding, and a flap over the entrance in wintertime 
es keep see drafts. lt should be small enough to aliow the dog's 
body heat to keep the spare warm. Dogs need protertion from 
wet sold. If you have a garage, consider adding a dog door Es 
Ehe garage and put a --oft cushion in Ehe warmest corner. 

II vou live in ehe north, vou will need Co give your pet extra 
rare in Ehe winter. Check autcloor water bowls often when Ehe 
Eemperature is below freezing When necessary break Ehe ice er 
refill the bowl with warm water. In winter, outdoor dogs also 
need more ralories, so increase Ehe amsune you feed vour per. 
On Ehe sEher band, indoor dogs may get less exerrise when lt Es 
rold, so feed Ehem Ems Es avoid weight gain. 

Dags kept in exeremely hot or humid environmenEs need 
air circulation, pleney of clean, fresh vater, and daviong shade. 
In summertime, be sure Es change Ehe water at least twice 
daily Es keep lt clean and fresh and free of algae. Be aware that 
dogs ran suffer from hext exhaustion and die of heatstroke, 



ExercisingYour flog MENOMM 7;--  
Dags dont hke bemg cooped up inside 
or aut. Even ii vau have a large rard for . 

your dog, that does not mean it is ge 
enough exercise. A dagin need ofe 
cisc is both bored and unruiv. 
pra ides both physical and mental 
stimulation. Exercise gives a dag an 
aut]ee für energv and builds strang  
badies and good muscle tone. 

Hac' do vou decide how much 
exerose your dog needs? Et depends an 
the age, weight, health, and breed of 
ehe dog. Ask yourself these questiaris 
befare yau stare exercising vaur dag: 
ls vour dag eating all the time? Is yaur 
doc bored? 15 vaur dog a hunter or . 
working dog that likes to run? A Great 	 - -• 
Dane might need a lang hike each dav 
ca stav in shape. Da vou have a small 
breed that stations itseif an the cauch? A walk araund ehe 
block might be enough Ca keep a tay dog fit. 

Pay attentian Ca your dog s health as vati begin an 
exercise program. 

Bring ivater ff rau plan Ca be mit tor a lang time; give your 
dog anlv small partians of water before and emmediateiv 
after exercise. 

• Exercise during the cooler paris ai ihe dar ca keep yaur dag 
fram averheating. 

Give yaur dog time Ca digest foad befare exercising. 

• Avoid extreme heat ar caid; hat ar frazen surfaces can hurt 
vaur dag's paws. 

• Avaid surfaces covered with chemicais such as od, anti-
freeze, and chemical de-icers used in winter; these can bum 
the pads an the battom of the paws ar might make vaur dag 
sick litt licks oft these chemicals. 

• After exercise in the summer, check vaur dag all aver tor 
ticks and burrs. 
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Puppies 1 	 siouid stz 	 Ic 

such as grass or dirt, : 	: h?ir pads tough-:. 	.og not used 
to exercise should start at: ith several sI a dav. This 
is true für puppies, however energetic they mc:: e, and dogs 
that are Gut of shape and overweight. Older dogs might not be 
ahle to handle much more than a gentle walk. If you have anv 
concerns about how to start an exercise program für \'our dog, 

..-.--. 
L - 

:5 

- 	5.. 	
5 

‚ :- 

me 

--: 	.•-- 

Dogs with thin or short h r rr; t need a caat o  sweater in 
cotd weathe 



When walking your dog, be sure to use a leash and 
collar. This will heip keep your dog safe. Besides, most cities 
have laws that require dogs to be 011 a leash. Some parks have 
leash-1ree areas where dogs can tun free, bot they are best for 
well-trained dogs. If your dog is young or not used to being 
around a lot of other dogs and people, it is not a good idea to 
c'iter a 1eashfree area. 

Remember: Poopeescooper Iaws require owners to 
clean up after their pets. 

As your dog's fitness level increases, you can pick up the 
pace. Dogs love to fetch—some breeds can fetch balls, sticks, 
or other fun toys for hours without becoming tired. If both 
you and your dog are in good shape, you can try jogging or 
swirnming together. Exercise makes tired dogs and Scouts 
happy dogs and Scouts. 

lt your dog has a history of medical problems, ask 
your vetennarian about an appropriate exercise 
program. Rememher, whatever exercise prograrn 
you pursue, your doq loves to spend time with you, 
and you can make that Urne special 
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Grooming Your Dog 
Just like you, dogs benefit from having their hair brushed 
daily. Throughout the day, dirt, bugs, dead skin, and shedding 
hair collect in the dog's coat and the hair can become matted. Longhaired dogs 
A quick daily brushing cleans the hair and prevents tangles. lt often have rnatted 
also stimulates blood circulation in the skin and distributes the or tangled hair 
skin's natural oils. All of this helps keep your dog's coat shiny, that may be hard 

If you have a short-haired dog, or a puppy, give it a rub- 
down with a soft cloth or a piece of chamois. You can also use to brush out. The 

a stiff, short-bristled brush on short-haired adult dogs. Long- trick is to hold the 
haired dogs will require a wide-toothed comb and a brush with hair above the 
long bristles. Work out burrs on long-haired dogs with your rnatted part and 
thumb and forefinger, or with a metal groorning comb. gently werk at the 

Spread a newspaper on the floor to catch the combings. 
b 	h0 ottern o t Place your dog on the paper, and pet and talk to your dog i n a 

soothing voice until the dog relaxes. Begin working frorn head tangle w1th a 

to tau. If your dog is not used to being groorned, keep the brush or cornb. 
session short. You can gradually increase the time as the dog lt you cannot 
becornes more comfortable with grooming. brush it out, the 

If you work gently and give a lot of praise, grooming will rnatted part will 
be an enjoyable experience for your dog. 

have to be cut 
BathingYour Dog out. Unless 
Unless your dog gets really dirty sorneone in your 
running around outside it should household has 
only need a bath about once a experience with 
month More frequent bathrng 	 /ft 

this, have can dry out a dog s skin. Puppies 	 elf 

younger than three months gener- a groornor er 

aliv should not be bathed. 	 T -  a veterinarian 
When you do give your dog rernove the tangle 

a bath, use warm—never hot or  
cold—water. Talk gently to your  
dog, giving praise for sitting still. 
Begin washing from the tail up. 
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Your dog's head shouid be the last thing you 
wash because once it gets wet, your dog 

Examine ears will want to shake itseif. When you wash 

for redness, the head, keep soap and water out of 
your dog's ears and eyes. Rinse thor- 	' 

discharge, and oughly with lukewarm water, more 

parasites as you than once if necessary, so that no 	 4' 

Or, if 
soap is left on the dog s skm 

1 clean. 	you Dogs can easily catch cold, 	P 
see your dog so dry your dog after each bath, 	Good grooming tools for 

This is particularly important for 	your pet, including a brush 
shaking its head a long-haired dogs whose thick 	and comb, nail clippers, and 

lot or pawing at 
dog shampoo, are available 

coats can take a long time to air 	from your pet suppher. 

its ears take a 
dry. You can use a hair dryer to 
dry your dog, but make sure the heat and power are set to 

closer look. bw. Otherwise, use heavy towels and keep your dog warm 

These symptoms and away from drafts until completely dry. 

might indicate Never use shampoo made for people on a dog. lt 

an infection or is too strong and will dry out your dog's skin. Use 
shampoo made just for dogs. 

other problem that 

needs treatment Cleaning Ears and Eyes 

by a veterinarian. Inspect your dog's ears weekly to see if they need cleaning. 
If they do, use cotton balls (not swabs) with an ear cleansing 
solution for dogs. Wipe all the nooks and crannies you can 
see, taking care not to push wax and dirt into the ear canal. Be 
very gentle; a dog's ears are tender. Your dog's ears probably 
will need to be cleaned only once or twice a month. 

Eye care is important for breeds with protruding eyes, 
such as Cocker Spaniels, Lhasa Apsos, and Pekingese. If the 
dog is prone to an eye discharge, wipe it off daily with water- 
soaked cotton. Heavy eye discharge might be a sign of disease 
and should be checked by your veterinarian. 

Trimming Nails 
Running and walking outside might keep your dog's nails 
from getting too bong, but it probably won't keep them short 
enough. Dewclaws never get worn and will grow quite bog. 
Overgrown nails are painful for your dog. Check your dog's 
nails regularly and trim as needed, probably every couple 
of weeks. 
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0u ren 	',cur doq get usedtothe idea of nail trirn 
mu:o by reguarty nancboig itsfeetwhile groorrung, 

ippies c 	adualiv introduced :o 	tr 
ming witfl mc use of a stitt einen -  hoard. Do one foot every 
dav. Food treats mav be heipful to get a wegglv puppv to 
accept this method of grooming the nails. 

On older dogs, use oniv naH clippers designed for dogs. 
Trim oniv a small bit of the clear part of the nail at a time. 
This part is no longer ateached to nerves or blood vessels. The 
clear part of the naH is sometimes hard to see, and this makes 
trimming a little trickv. lt vc:: . :c .:usure how to - ir 
dogs nails, ask your vete:i ou:: :u• show von hc 

Dental Care 
To preverit dental 
problems. brush :: r 
dog's teeth dailv 
with toothpaste anti 
a toothbrush made 
specifically tor dogs. 
This will help pr€ 
placjue and tartar 
buiklup. Rawhid 
chew tovs and hard 
foods, such as biscuits, also nelp xeep the te- «e-n. Your 
veterinarian will take care of the rest with r€ 0 : te€:ii ceanbg 
as part of your dogs annual check-up. 

A dog with a healthv rnouth has pink gums that fit snugly 
arourid vhite teeth. And a healthv dogs breath should not 
sindl bad. lt vou notice bad breath, vellow teeth, or reH anti 
swollen gums, have 	..eth chec - righ 
syrn"n: 	b'ns 
ofgu 	- .'hicl 
can 1€ '. :i Cc 	loss 
when lett untreated. 

Dogs should be given 
their own toys to chew 
and tate fl not to chew 	 . 
on ot er items around 
thehouse. 

Puppy teeth 

shsuld fall out as 

a :ermanent 

teeth come in. 

ff you notice a 

permanent tosth 

coming in arsund 

a puppy tssth that 

isn't loose, take 

your puppy es ehe 

veterinarian es 

have ehe puppy 

es eh removed 
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Scon after voug; 	::::: ha; -e a :'rinarian giv€ 
thorcuh checkun. A:s - ::arian will assess vour dc: 
all heaith bv examining its pulse. breathing. urine. zt 

eves, nose. skin. and coat. The veterinarian can teil vou 
wheher vour dog aeeds dewortning or vaccinarions. 

Vaccinations will o:cteci vour dog front highlv contagious 
diseases that can eridaager its life. öur dog should be vacc -i-
naied against d urnner. hepatitis. leptospiros. parainfluenza 

1'ennei cough:. and narvovirus. These five vaccinaiions 
usualiv are given as one shot. A pupp'; aix to eigltt weeks oid 
shorlld he :akert to the veterinarian o receive ha rst snot. 
with rhevacdnattcrt program to continue everv three to four 
weeka thereafter unril the dog is 12 ro 16 weeka old. At three 
to fc'ur rnornhs of age. the dog should have a rahies shor. with 
vearlv boosters thereafrer. 

Puppt,-- need frequent dheckups. This is in ran because 
of tileir vaccirtarion schedule, but also because tre Haie dogs 
are dhanging so rapidiv. These visits aiiow tfe veterinarian ta 
get a bester idea of the puppV's heairh as it grows. 

Mult dos shouid be seen annuallt: fluring these visits 
the veterinarian examines the dog thoroughiv für anv changes 
zitat tnighz indicaze iliness. 'kur dogls healih condition will 
gradualiv change as vera dog ages. The vezerinarian can note 
these changes aral make recemmendations für diet abo exerdse 
routines to keep vour dog healthv. 

Visits wili allow vou to ask questions about raising 
and training vour dog. Don'z forget that vour vezerinarian 
deals with dog owners all dav. everv dav. so these is a good 
chance the veterinarian will have a readv anstver to almost 
anv cuestion. 

Rabies vaccination 

laws vary horn 

statt :Dstate.Your 

pet's veterinarian 

can leg you 

wbatthe aw is 

in your state. 
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Spayng and !Jeutesing 

ize 	:e 

:cve imv 	be 	- 71 ar 
= e:iZe 	redj:e 

: cre: 

According to SpayUSA, 70000 puppies and kittens are born each da 

Millions of unwanted dogs, cats, kittens, and puppies are clestroyed 

by anirnal control agencies each year. Many thousands more are 

abandoned. Check this out If an unspayed female dog, her mate, and 

all of their puppies and the offspring of those puppies ware not spayed 

or neutered, that would add up to: 

1 year 16 puppies 
	

4 years: 2,048 puppies 

2 years: 128 puppies 
	

5 years: 12,288 puppies 

3 years: 512 puppies 
	

6 years: 67,000 puppies 

Be a responsible pet owner and spay or neuter your doa or c - 



An Ounce of Prevention 
Vms probablv will ki 	an our dog is sick because of 
changes in its behavior. Vour a :ive dog might he listless or 
yowr relaxed one restless. The dog's coat and etes  might lose 
their shine. Your dog might stop eating or starr drinking a Ist 
more water than usual. Its -ums and tongue meght turn pale. 
Bowel movements and feces might become irregular. 

Ii vou think vour dog is sick, take a closer look. Is the 
dog's heart rate elevated? You can a check a dog's pulse on the 
inside of the hind leg e  high on the inner thigh near where ehe 
leg meets ehe belly. Normal pulse rates varv among different 
tvpes of dogs. Smaller breeds and toy breeds can have heart 
rates ehat exceed 120 beats per minute. The heart rates of !arger 
breeds are between 70 and 90 beats per minute. 

Common Dog Diseases andVaccinations 
Like humans, dogs are susceptible to all kinds of infections 
from fleas, ticks, and worms to viruses and barterial infeetions. 
Belire f.mihar with some common dog diseases can heip you 

sr dog healthy. 

woF;.;s 
Worms are parasiees that live inside vour dog. Hookworms, 
roundworms, tapeworms, and whepworrns live in the intestines. 
Heartworms are found in the bloodstream. 

If vou got vour dog as a puppv, there is a good chance ehe 
puppv bad worms when vou brought it home. Many,  puppies 
are rnfected with certain worms frorn birth. Thev are transmit-
ted to ehe puppv from its moiher. Worms can prevent your pup 
from gaining weight and can cause intestinal upsets. Round-
worms are a common type of worms found in puppies and 
also can infect humans during certain seages. 

When vou first get vour puppy, lt needs Co be dewormed. 
To see what kind of worms vour puppy might hase, take a 
sample of the puppys stool Co ehe veterinarian. Tests will 
determine what type of parasite your puppv mav have and 
ehe medication flut should be used for treatment. (A stool 
sample also can be taken at ehe veterinarian's office.) 

lfyourdsg 

has a 4,3 ,J3r sr 

a prslonged, 

elevated heart 

rate, it needs to 

betakeritoa 

veter narian 
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HEARTWORM INCIDENCE 2016 
5 Aeoca Heatwc Socety 
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1-5 casesi Cc 

6-25 cases/cnic 

90 

51-99 cases/doc 

es/cnMc 

v.vw heartworrn 

Heartworm se ise can affect dags in every state. 

In aclult dogs, intestinal parasites are pirked up from the 
stool of an mfected dog. Berause this ran easilv happen vhen 
dogs are sneffing arourtd oueside, adult dogs shouid also have 
a stool check a rouple of limes a vear 10 srreen for parasitic 
disease. Rememher, most miernal parasites are not visible to 
the naked eve, so cloni assume they are not a problem just 
herause vou doift see thom. 

Dogs ran get heartworms through the bite of a mosquito 
that rarries the parasite. A dog might be inferted for a long 
time before von know about ii because lt takes awhile for the 
worms to rause damage to the dogs heart. Symptoms of heart- 

:ould include sluggishness and roughmg. These ran 
.•j-ss to heart failure, which ran rause death. 

Do not administer medicines to your dog without first consulting 

your veterinarian. 
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lt's a Pill, 
but Sorneone 
Has to Do the 
Dirty \kTork! 

To give your pup a pIt, genty 

grasp its muzzte as sflown in 

Apply some pressure just behnd 

the canine teeth, squeezing the 

tips against the teeth (2); operi 

the mouth wide. Using your free 

hand, place the pill as far back on 

thetongueasyoucan 3. Geny 

dose the muzzle and hold it shut 

until your dog swattows. Massage 

the throat using a downward 

motion to encourage swalIowin 

(4). Once your dog has swalloweci 

the pill, pet it and giv t os 

of praise. 

You may be able to foot 

your pet by disguising the pU n 

a favorite treat such as cheEse 

or peanut butter. Be sure you 

check with your veterinarian 

first because same medicaticns 

shoutd not be given with foca. 



Dogs can be tested for heartworms when they 

are six months o!d. Annual screening and 

preventive medication can heip protect your 

dog from heartworms. 

Treatment for heartworms takes a long time and is hard 
on the cl og. lt is better to prevent the infection. Most dogs are 
prescrihed preventive Ireatments for heartworms during 
rnosquito seasori. If vou live in an area of the country ,  where 
rnosquitoes are a problem throughout the year, your dog 
prohahlv will receive preventive treatments yearround. 

VIRUSES 
Same of the common vIral diseases that can infect your dog 
are canine distemper, canine parvovirus, and rabies. 

Canine distemper is a respiratorv viral disease. The virus 
is spread from dag Co dog through the air and via sahva. 
Symptoms of canine distemper include snottv nose and eves, 
cou{ 	‚ and pneumona, 	ges mav involve the skin, 
dige 	tract, and nerv) 	Camne distemper has a 
high :.alitv rate arid in L.. 	e is the number one killer 
of dogs. Treatment for canine 4emper is often futile and 
primarilv aimed at supportive care. 

Canine distemper is prevented bv vaccinauons. Puppies 
normaliv receive a series of distemper vaccinations while older 

annual hooster vaccinations. 
C ine parvovirus is a digestive disease lt is spread 

irr 	- vomit and diarrhea of a sick dog bs flies, ancl 
thro 	contaminated shoes. hands, and other ohjects. The 
virus ran live outside of ehe dag and rernain infertive for a bog 
period of teme. Symptoms of canme parvovirus are vomiting and 
diarrhea that are sometirnes bloodv, leading 10 dehvdration, 
shock, and death. 



- 

:1 

Canine parvovirus is a highly contagious disease. With 
supportive treatment, however, an infected dog can survive. 
Treatment may be expensive so vaccinations are highly 
recommended. As with canine distemper, a series of 
vaccinations are given to puppies while adult dogs 
receive annual boosters. 

Probably the most feared dog disease is rabies, partly 
because it can affect humans through a dog bite. Because 
rabies infects the brain, lt causes extreme personality changes, 
such as viciousness and excessive salivation, often described 
as "foaming at the mouth." Biting at inanimate objects and the 
inability to swallow also are symptoms of rabies, 

if you find your dog sleeping or iying in an unusual 
place, such as a cioset or under a bed, your dog 
might be wounded or sick. When animais don't feel 
weil, they often retreat to smali, cozy places where 
they feel safe. 

You can't license 

your dog without a 

rabies vaccination, 

which the law says 

must be adminis-

tered by your 

dog's veterinarian. 
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Because there is no treatment for this disease (it is always 
fatal to dogs!) and it can be passed to humans, rabies vaccina 
tions for dogs are required by law in all states. Thanks to these 
strict vaccination programs and licensing laws, rabies has been 
effectively controlled in our domestic animal population. 

OTHER DISEASES 

There are other diseases besides canine distemper and canine 
parvovirus that are prevented by vaccination. They include 
canine infectious hepatitis, leptospirosis, parainfluenza (kennel 
cough), bordetella, Lyme disease, and coronavirus. Bordetella 
is an upper respiratory infection. Vaccination for this disease is 
oftentirnes required by boarding and grooming facilities and for 
pets attending puppy or adult dog training ciasses. 

Lyme disease is transmitted by ticks carrying an organisrn 
named Boreltia burgdorferi. When an infected tick bites your 
dog, the Borellta organism passes through the tick's saliva 
into the open wound. Symptoms include fever, joint pain, 
fatigue, swollen lymph nodes, and larneness. Prevention is 
by vaccination. 

Check with your veterinarian on the accepted schedules 
for vaccinating your new puppy or older dog for all of 
these diseases. 

FLEAS AND TICKS 	
(ACTUAL SZE) 

 

Fleas will make your dog itch and 	 1 
can infest the inside of your house as 

Humans also 	weil as your yard. They may also bite 
can contract Lyme people. Fleas also are the source of 	/IN. 

tapeworms in your dog. 	 f 	\ 
disease but not 	Fleas spend virtually their entire 	Adult male tick 

from an infected 	life on the dog. They will initiate feed- 
ing and breeding within eight hours of 	 (ACTUAL SIZE) 

dog. People get lt 	finding a dog. They do leave the dog to 
from the bite of an 	jump onto another anirnal, so treatment 

! must be directed at the dog as weil as 
infected tick just 	e house and yard and anhere your 
as a dog does, 	dog hangs out. 	 f(( 

There are many forms of flea  
control products. Flea collars, sprays, 
dips, powders, and topical "spot-ons" 	Adult female tick 
are but a few examples of the numer- 
ous choices you have to control fleas. 
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Ironically, the most 
predominant fiea species 
associated with dogs in 
the United States is 
Ctenocepha/ides felis, which 
means cat ftea (shown here)-
not Ctenocepha/ides canis, 

which is the dog flea. 

Be sure to read the warning labels and instructions for any 
product you intend to use to make sure lt is safe for your breed 
of dog. Some pets may be sensitive to certain products, so ask Avoid handling 
your veterinarian which proclucts work best in your area and ticks with bare 
what is the best type für your pet. 

Ticks carry a variety of diseases that infect anirnals and hands. Use 
humans, such as Lyme disease. Infected dogs can pass Lyme tweezers er 
disease to humans (by "sharing" ticks), so it is very important 
to check your dog for ticks after lt has been outside, if you live proteet the hands 

in or visit an area where ticks are common. Check between with latex gloves 
the pads of your dog's feet, too. To be on the safe side, protect 
your dog with tick spray before you go out. or a tissue. 

Ticks bury their head in the dog's skin to feed on blood. Always wash your 
They are most commonly found around the ears, head, neck, 

hands thoroughly and paws. If you see one, spray the tick with tick spray and 
theo remove it using tweezers. Make sure that the entire tick and disirifect 
is removed, including its mouth. Don't twist or jerk the tick. the bite site on 
Never use a bot match or similar object to burn a tick off a 
dog's skin. the dog after 

There are many products available für tick control, many rernovirig the tick, 
of which do a good job on fleas as weil. Consult your veteri- 
narian about the best approach für controlling these pests.  

In some areas of the country, a Lyme disease 
vaccination tor your dog may be recommended. 
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Preventive care can protecl vour dog from marzv accidertts. 

Starr hv checking vour ho—le to be sure thar household 

chernicals. aurornorive sunpiles. painzs. garden oesticide 

fertilizers. and simi!ar threats are am of vour dogs reach. 

When von are atv from home. unping electrical cords in 

rotzt dogs confitrement area and make sure there is no danger 

w vaurer from ireurs that are sharp or smaii enough to be 

swallmved. Ne,.-er er vour dog tun free or chase cars; huild 

o fence around !he vard and walk vom dog orriv Ott a ieash. 

\Vhen an accidec-t does hapoen. knowing basic first aid 

can hein vou ocr auickiv calmiv. and sensibiv. Kee relechone 

numbers for the vereriziarion. pet emergencv center. arrd poisorz 

control center bv tire Dhone aM irr vour waltet. You niight need 

to coiiaprofrs Z : 	for advice. 

Handling a H u r Dog 
So whar 	 vr dog is inmured? Mavbe vour dog 

has swaiiows: s..::::ething poisonous. feil, or was hit bv a 

car, lt von nov. iov ta react ta such a skuarion, vou will 

be urepared ta acz ouickiv and gez tour dog the medical 

help jr needs. 

Aprroach vom dog slowiv and quietiv. speakin in a 

comforring tone. A seriousiv inmured dog U frighrened and in 

pain and mighr ocr unpredictahlv. even hhing its owner. So. 

hefore vou begin first aid. znuzzle the dog. lt vou da not have 

o mnzzie, von can irnprovise orte with a lang strip of gauze. 

a necktle, holt. IWO handkerchiefs, or a satt rope. 

Never leave your dog in the car when the weather 
is warm. 



The Dog First-Aid Kit 
A good way to prepare tor a dog emergency is to put together a dog 
first-aid kit. Much of what you will need is already in your home medicine 
cabinet. Items to have handy include the following: 

• Gauze sponges to protect • Antibiotic ointment, tor 

wounds and bums and to dressing wounds 

control bleeding • Cortisone cream, for minor 

• Elastic bandage, tor wrappin:: allergic reactions and itchin 
wounds and muzzling an • Activated charcoal, to 

injured dog absorb poison 
• Sterile, nonadhesive pads • Rectal thermometer 

• Self-adhesive athletic ban- • Petroleum jelly, to 

dage, to temporanly support lubricate thermometer 

or secure limbs • Eyewash, to flush out eyes 

• Adhesive tape, tor • NaH clippers, to trim cracked 
securing bandages or broken nails 

• Gauze sponges, for • Bandage scissors 

cleaning wounds • Tweezers 

• Rubbing alcohol, a disinfectant • Blanket 
• Hydrogen peroxide (3 percent • Resealable plastic bacis 

solution), to clean wounds and 

induce vomiting 

Also keep all of your dog's health records and veterinary emergency 
telephone numbers handy. 

Over-thecounter medicines tor humans should only be adminis 
tered to a dog under the care and watchful eye of an adult and with = 
approval of a veterinarian. A good way to proceed is to ask a parent 

to phone your veterinarian before giving any medication to your pet. 

Because veterinarians may recommend them, it is a good idea to keep 

these medicines in your dog's first-aid kit 

• Syrup of ipecac, to 	 • Buffered baby aspinn (not ibu- 
induce vomiting 	 profen or acetaminophen), to 

• Milk of magnesia, a faxative 	reduce fever and relieve pain 

• Pepto-Bismol or Kaopectate 	• Benadryl capsules, tor aller- 
tablets. tor diarrhea 	 aies and allergic reactions 



Make s jease 
crCrt ST cauze 
around the 
hag s ncoe 
and tie witI 
half-knot on 
the brdge o 
the nose. 

Treating Wounds 
II rour dog is wounded, lt is important not to panic, but lt is 
also important 10 act quickly. What you do depends on what 

md of wound the dog has received. Rernember 10 muzzle the 
dw hefnre vöu 

1' vou san t  hae s rjzza yQU can make an 
emer3ency ccc Usa 3 fest o f 2cncn gauze 

To move an 

injured dog, you 

can use an irorling 

board banket, 

jacket, or gar 

ormat as a 

oetcber Have 

 - 

 

eoa helpyou 

iftthedog 

on:c he materia 

yf:c ara usrng and 

then litt the 

stretcher, willi 

each ofysu 

h.--'ding lt at 

s corners. 

(Be carefum that 

the dog does 

not trytojump 

cf5 the stretcher.) 



qwl  ju~ , Intheeventof 

aserons 

wound, a ways 

getyour petto a 

veter naran as 	 -• 

soon as psssb e. 

- 	 pres.:e 	:.j the 
wound. Place sterile gauze pads over the wowid and apply 
constant direct pressure with vour hand. Use ganze strips Co 
wrap ehe wound tigheiy. and tie or tape ehe ends. Be careful not 
Co tie ehe bandage too tight because lt could rat off circulation. 
If ehe area below the handage begins to swell, loosen the 
bandage audi the swelling subsides. lt handagrng is not 
available, place a neckerchief or T-shirt an the wound and 
press lt firmiv. Hold lt in place antil heip arrives. 

A tourniquet should be applied oniv if ehe dags life is 
in danger, and should oniv be applied by a knowledgeable 
adult. To make a toumiquet, wrap gauze, fabric, or rope twice 
arotrnd ehe wounded leg (or the taT), between the heart anil 
ehe wound, and knot it. Do not make the tourniquet too tight. 
Cet ehe dog to a veterinarian irnrnediately. 

A tourniquet can cause the loss of the leg or nerve 

damage if teft in place too long. tf medicat hetp is 

more than 15 or 20 minutes away, toosen the tour-

niquet every 30 minutes for a coupte of minutes at 

a time so that btood ftow is not comptetety shut 0ff 
from the timb. 



DC 	 ES 

The most comrnon injuries you will treat probably will 
be small cuts and bite wounds. These superficial cuts and 
wounds should be treated like more serious ones, because in 
some cases you won't be able to teil how deep they are. Clean 
them with water and antibiotic ointment, and bandage with 
clean ganze, if needed. Once a scab has developed, hydrogen 
peroxide can be used to clean the wound. Change the ganze 
and reapply antibiotic ointment frequently to prevent infection. 

Bandaging 

Bandaging helps stop bleeding and protects the wound from 
infection and from a dog's licking and chewing. A bandage 
of some kind should be apphed to all but the smallest cuts 
and abrasions. 

To bandage a dog's foot, cover the wound with ganze 
padding. Put cotton balls between each pair of toes, including 
the space between the dewclaw and the leg. Wrap the foot in 
ganze and wrap tape around that. Do not wrap the bandage 
too tight as it will constrict the circulation. 

To bandage a dog's leg, cover the wound with ganze 
padding and secure with adhesive tape. Wrap tape all the way 
around the leg, covering the wound completely. Do not wrap 
the bandage ton tight. If the dog can't flex its leg, or if its nails 
lose coior or toes become coid, loosen the bandage. 

To bandage the chest and abdomen, make a many-taiied 
bandage. Cut three or four slits into two sides of a square or 
rectangular piece of linen to make "tails." Tie the tails over 
the dog's back to hold the bandage in place. This emergency 
bandage allows for a snug fit along the curve of the dog's 
chest and abdomen. lt is useful for keeping ganze pads in place 

over a beiiy or 
chest wound 
and for pre- 
ventmg a dog 

- 	 frorn scratchrng 
at or chewing 
on the pads. 

Always wash 

your hands 

before andafter 

handling a wound 

or changing 

a dressing. 

Many-tailed 
bandage 
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The Elizabethan Collar 
Dogs tend to chew on their bandages. An 

Elizabethan collar can protect the wound 

from the dog and heip the heaflng process. 

The collar looks silly and awkward, but a 

dog can get used to wearing one. 

You can purchase a plastic Elizabethan 

collar, or you can make one out of card-

board or lightweight plastic wastebas-

kets and buckets. Make sure the collar 

fits around the dog's neck and reaches 

outward far enough to prevent the dog's 

mouth from reaching the wound. lt should 

be short enough to let the dog eat and 

.(D C 
drink. However, it can be removed during mealtimes. 

To make a cardboard collar, cut out a large circle with a hole in 

the middle.Then make a pie-shaped cut in the side. lt should look 

something like a doughnut with a bite taken out of the side. Overlap 

the ends. Punch holes in the ends so you can lace string or a shoestring 

to secure the collar. 

To make a "bucket" collar from lightweight plastic wastebaskets 

or buckets, cut just enough out of the bottom to let the dog' s head 

slip through. Fasten the device to the dog's collar with strings passed 
through holes punched in the sides of the plastic. 

Dog Bite 

Dogs fight. lf another dog bites yours, treat the wound as you 
would any puncture wound and consult your veterinarian. 
Alert your parents. Be aware of the potential of disease. In 
some areas of the country rabies is a concern. If your dog is 
properly vaccinated, it is protected, bot the dog that bit yours 
could bite other dogs or a person. Do you know which dog bit 
yours? If not, you may need to find out. Ask around, bot be 
cautious; a biting dog is dangerous. 

If you can determine which dog bit yours, alert the owner 
and, if the damage to your dog was serious, alert police and 
animal control officials. 
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FIRSTAID FORA DOS BITETOA DOG 
Ccc sider all bite wounds Co be contaminated with dirt or bacteria. 
• Clean ehe wound with absorbent canon soaked in 

hydrogen pemxide. 
• Appiv a tincture of lodine. 
• Ii the wound is still bleeding, appiv a cotton ganze pad and 

pressure Co try ca stop bleeding. 
• Bandage over ehe gauze pad wiCh an elastic bandage firmlv 

hut not eoo firmly. 

FIRST AID FORA DOS RTTETOA PERSON 

Again, consider all bite wounds Co be contaminated. 
Wash the area with soapy water ehen flush wich lukewarm 
water for five minutes. 
Apply pressure with a clean towei ca ehe iniured  part Co stop 
ehe bleecling. 
Keep the iniury,  elevated above the level of the heart Co slow 
swelling ancl bleeding and to help prevent infection. 
Dry and cover the iniurv with a sterile dressing. 
Consult a phvsician. This is important. 
If ehe bite is severe, call an ambulance. 
Report the incident to the police or z 	c: :;L 

While rn.y bt 

wotrnds appear 

es be superficial, 

these sen be 

considerable 

damage below 

ehe surtace of 

ehe skin. Take 

your dog Co your 

veterinarian. 

Naughty Nibbies 
Though most dogs are trusted and loyal pets, sometimes in defense 

even good dogs bite people. In fact, in a given year miHions ofAmencans 

are bitten. Since dog owners are responsible tor their dog's behavior, 
you should do everything you san to prevent a dog bite before it 

happens. Keep your dog on a leash or under your watchful eye at 
all times. Abide by stete and local laws in restraining your pet. 

Train your dog, and keep an especially dose eye if a young chid 

approaches your dog.Your dog may not understand the child's inten 
tions, and the child may not properly judge your dog's temperament. 

And don't forget that your dog's head and the child's face may be at 
about the same height, making dog bites especially nasty tor kids. 

If your dog bites someone, notify your parents at once and do 
everything you can to assist the injured person. 



' 

13v now von know what it takes to he a caring and responslble 
dog ovner. As your puppv matures and grows older, its phvsical 
needs and ahilities will change, too, lt's important that you he 
attentive to vour dog's needs not onlv in puppvhood, but also 
through the vears when lt hecornes a "senior citizen" and, later 
on. geriatric. Regular veterinarv checkups will help von accom-
plish this responsihilitv to vour pet. 

Like manv other pet owners who consider their dog an 
Important part of their familv, you will vant to maLe sure 
vour dog is happy, healthy, and content. Alwavs pay attention 
to subrle changes in eating habits, veight, and dav-todav 
patterns. As vour dog ages, you mav notice a change in its 

as 
Paving dose attention to 

ur pet—whatever its age—and 
eping vour pet healthy will heip 

_.sure von eniov many happy 
years together, 

lt you are looking tor an 

older purebred dog or 

want to rescue a homeless 

animal, visit the American 

Kenne! Club's website at 

http://www.akc.org . Most 

of the AKC's national 

breed clubs have a breed 

rescue function to help 

connect homeless pets 

with loving homes. 
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Age Analogy Chart* 
The Chart shovn here wW hep ','ou determne '.rour Pate relative ags m 

human vears. 

Fet% 

Age 0-20 
Anmat Size (in pounds) 

21-50 	51-90 +90 

1 7 7 	 8 9 

2 15 16 	 17 18 

3 22 23 	 25 26 

4 30 	 32 34 

5 36 37 	 40 42 

$ 
4 - 

7 4 47 	 50 56 

8 48 51 	 55 54 

9 52 56 	 61 71 

10 56 60 	 66 78 

11 60 55 	 72 86 

12 64 62 77 

13 58 74 	 82 101 

15 76 83 	 93 U 

16 87 	 99 1 23 

17 84 92 	 0 

18 88 96 	 i09 

19 

20 

92 

96 

101 	 115 

105 120 

Senor 

Gerc 
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N 
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Many dogs have jobs. Because of their intelligence, trainability, 
adaptability, and highly developed sense of smell and sight, 
dogs of different breeds and mixed breeds can be crosstrained 
to perform various tasks. For every job a dog has, there is a 
job for a person. Training is the basis of these interrelated dog 
and human careers. 

A trainer trains a dog. A handler handes a dog. As 
a dog owner, you can be the trainer and the hander. 
Depending on what you want your dog to da, you 
may hire sorneone to take charge of your dog. 

Professional dog trainers train dogs to respond to 
commaids and instruct people to train and handle their dogs. 
A trainer loves and owns dogs and has lots of experience 
teaching them. A trainer should be very patient and have the 
ability in communicate with dogs and with their owners or 
handlers. Many trainers are self-educated. No formal education 
is necessary to learn how to train. Some find experienced 
trainers to guide them, or they learn to work with a variety of 
dogs by volunteering in a shelter, animal hospital, kennel, or 
pet store. Others get their training at a dog obedience school. 
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A trainer who is accomplished at basic and advanced 
obedience training may choose to specialize in a certain area, 
such as training dogs to detect drugs or bombs, locate endangered 
wildlife, or perform on TV. The trainer also teaches the handler 
how to train the dog because the two must work as a team. The 
professional masters this special training and should be licensed 
or certified by a credible national organization. 

There are many positions available to people who love 
dogs and are committed to working with them claily. 

Assistance/Servce 
Guide or Seeing Eye dog trainers train a dog to assist a 
blind or visually impaired person. After the dog has learned 
basic obedience and socialization skills, the trainer teaches the 
dog to navigate around obstacies in its path, to stop at street 
curbs, and to be cautious near traffic. Once a dog is matched 
with an individual, the trainer trains the dog and its handler to 
work together as a team to ensure their safety. When training 
is complete, the team is certified and the guide dog is allowed 
to accompany its handler in all public areas. 

Hearing dog trainers train a dog to assist a deaf or hearing 
impaired individual. 

Service dog trainers train a dog to assist a person who 
has a disability other than a visual or hearing impairment. 

Dog groomers take care of the appearance of a dog. The 
groomer must be familiar with breed profile guidelines and 
proficient in grooming and scissoring skills. Certification is 
voluntary, but may be important to the client. Groomers style 
dogs for dog shows, appearances, photographs, and comfort. 
The groomer also can identify skin diseases and parasites. 

Many groomers are self-employed, working from 

home, their shop, or a mobile groomirig vehicle. 
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Veterinarians are doctors who treat dogs as weil as other 
kinds of animals. Some of the tasks of a veterinarian include 
spaying and neutering, vaccinating, performing surgery, 
diagnosing ilinesses, and, sadly, euthanizing a pet. If you want 
to be a veterinarian, you must complete four years of college 
(with an emphasis on biology and chemistry) plus four more 
years of fuil-time study at an accredited veterinary schooi to 
earn a doctor of veterinary medicine (DVM) degree. 

Entertainment and Performance 
Dog actor/entertainer trainers train dogs to perform reliably in 
front of a camera or live audience. The trainer teaches advanced 
commands (such as "go to your mark" or "speak") and trains 
the dog to jump through hoops to succeed at the casting call. 
The trainer prepares the dog to pose for photographs, act in 
commercials, movies, and television shows, or perform tricks in 
circuses and state fairs. 

Security and Law Enforcement 
K-9 officers work with a trained detection dog to find illegal 

K-9 uruts are trainod drugs, bombs and explosives, concealed weapons, contraband, 
and smuggled people. Police K-9 officers also use trained dogs by professionals. 
to apprehend criminals who attempt to flee. Military K-9 Theo the K-9 
handlers use these detection dogs in the same way that police 
officers do, but also for patrol and security sweeps and as officer must pass 
sentry dogs in a war zone. K-9 officers come from the ranks an examination 
of regular police officers or military security forces. A military 
K-9 handler must go through basic training and Security before taking over 

Forces Tech School. The handler cross-trains with the military the responsibility 
working dog (MWD) prograrn. 

U. S. Customs and Bor-der Protection canine handlers tor the dog. 

work as a team with a dog trained to detect concealed persons 
and controlled substances in order to deter illegal activity at 
our nation's borders. The detection team searches for smuggled 
currency, people, narcotics, firearms, and agricultural products 
that must be quarantined. A detection dog is required to retire 
at 9 years old. Handlers often take their retired partners home 
as pets. 
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Sport 

A musher's goal Dog sied mushers run a team of sled dogs. Mushers often 
breed, raise, and train their dogs to work together as a team. 

is to race across Many mushers own kennels because they have to care for five 
Alaska in the or more dogs year-round. Dog sledding used to be a common 

form of transportation, hut it is now generaily a racing Sport. 
lditarod, a The best way to learn how to mush is to work as a handler or 
1,000-mile test guide for an experienced mushen 

of human and 
Hunting dog trainers train dogS to heip hunters beate 

and retrieve shot birds or garne. Certain breeds track by scent 
dog endurance. (hunting); others bunt by sight (coursing). Some breeds are 

natural f!ushers, pointers, or retrievers. The trainer teaches the 
hunting dog to track and trai!, to point to indicate the presence 
of the hunting target, to mark or spot the target when shot, and 
to retrieve. To !earn how to train hunting dogs, learn about what 
breeds are best for the task. Work with an experienced trainer, 
observe other hunters in action with their experienced dogs, 
and train your own hunting dogs. 

Conservation dog handlers work with a dog trained to 
detect specific scents in the wild in order to locate endangered 
species, track a new pack of predators, or identify invasive 
plants. The handler and dog team are called in to he!p 
wild!ife garne managers, biologists, and ecologists manage 
the populations of certain feral anima!s that threaten hurnans 
or livestock, find rare plants and small animals, and control 
weeds that may overwhelrn the natura! habitat. 

Herding dog trainers train dogs to move livestock 
efficiently with the least possib!e stress. The trainer works with 
a dog to develop its natural herding instincts and abi!ities to 
its ful! potential. The trainer works regu!arly with stock (such 
as sheep or cattle) and knows how to anticipate intended 
movement when a dog is rounding up the animals. The trainer 
gives commands to the dog by voice and whist!e. To learn how 
to train, attend training clinics as a spectator, watch trainers at 
herding trials, and observe how livestock is moved on a farm 
or ranch. 
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Search and rescue dog haners tra 	 aLu 
a dog as a team to find ilvirtg ';ctirns. The hardler is often 
mached with a dog q:ahfied fc'r this tasL The hander must 
he committed to :raning constantiv wiih the dog and he will-
ing te learn. The dog must have a high dnve and a good nose. 
ar.d be obedient and agie The dog shouid be certified to atzest 
to ts advanced ievel of prof:cienc. 7rofessiona trainers will 
prepare tite hande: and the dog ioi speciaiized search and 
rescie tasks. In the eveu of a disaster—when buidings 
cohapse because of an earthqLake. hurricane, or expiosion-
sea:ch and rescue dg teams are caUed :o the site to beate 
oeople buried under the rubble. Other search and rescue 

iss:cns utvolve unding someone misstng in the wilderness, 
a bodv of water, or ender snow. 

You can have a career with dogs—no matter what 
your interests are. Besides the ones mentioned above, 
you can pursue other fields and tailor them to include 
dogs. Write about dogs. Photograph dogs. Invent 
medicat devices for dogs. Or you can just simply 
enjoy vour own pet, 
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badge mphe 

With your parerit's permission, visit 
the Boy Scouts of America's official 
retail website, www.scoutshop.org , 

tor a complete listing of all merit 

badge pamphlets and other helpful 

Scouting materials and supplies. 
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Dog World 
Website: http://www.dogchannel.com/ 
dog-magazines/dogworld 

Website: http://www.spayusa.org  

"Woof! lt's a Dog's Life" 
Website: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/woof  

Organizations and Websites 

American Humane 
63 Inverness Drive East 
Englewood, CO 80112 
Telephone: 303-792-9900 
Website: 
http://www.americanhumane.org  
The American Kennet Club 
Telephone: 212-696-8200 
Website: http://www.akc.org  
American Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals 
424 East 92nd St. 
New York, NY 10128-6804 
Telephone: 212-876-7700 
Website: http://www.aspca.org  
Dog Breed Info Center 
Website: http://www.dogbreedinfo.com  

Dog Owner's Guide 
Website: http://www.canismajor.com/dog  
Dogpark.com  
Website: http://www.dogpark.com  
The Humane Society of the 
United States 
2100 L St., NW 
Washington, DC 20037 
Telephone: 202-452-1100 
Website: http://www.hsus.org  

The Kennet Club 
Website: http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk  

Petofthe Day 
Website: http://www.petoftheday.com  

SPAV/USA 
25 Davis Ave. 
Port Washington, NY 11050 
Toll-free telephone: 800-248-7729 
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