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3. Read four different types of books, such as poetry, fiction,
nonfiction, or biographies. Do any one of the following for
each book you have read:

a. Write a review of the book. Include what you liked/
didn't like about the book. Include whether you would
recommend this book, and if so, who might enjoy
reading it.

b. Watch a movie based on the book. What was the same
between the book and movie? What was different?
Which did you enjoy more? Discuss this with your merit
badge counselor.

¢. Give a “book talk” to your class, troop, or patrol.

4. Read a nonfiction book or magazine that teaches you how
to do something like cooking, wood-building projects, video
game design, science experiments, knot-tying, etc. With
your counselor’s and parent’s permission, complete a project
from the book. Share your experience with your merit badge
counselor. Reading a merit badge pamphlet will not count
toward completing this requirement.

5. Read about the world around you from any two sources:
books, magazines, newspapers, the internet (with your par-
ent’s/guardian’s permission), field manuals, etc. Topics may
include Scouting, sports, environmental problems, politics,
social issues, current events, nature, religion, etc. Discuss
what you have learned with your counselor.

6. With your counselor’s and parent’s or guardian’s permis-
sion, choose ONE of the following activities and devote at
least four hours of service to that activity. Discuss your
participation with your counselor.

a. Read to a sick, blind, or homebound person in a hospital
or in an extended-care facility.

b. Perform volunteer work at your school library or a
public library.

c. Read stories to younger children, in a group
or individually.

d. Organize a book swap in your troop, school, or place
of worship.

e. Organize a book drive to collect books. Donate them to

an organization in need.
READING
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Why Read?

if you have ever wanted 1o go back in time or wished vou could
visit the future, if you are curious about the world, or if vou are
interested in how things work or Hke 1o learn new things, these
are all reasons why vou should want to read.
if you dream big dreams, or if you wonder €€ .
how people make thelr dreams come true, in the MY aé‘ﬁﬁ{fé

pages of books, you can find evervthing in the .
world—or out of it—that interesis you. If people ébﬁ’i}i §€§é§}g

§§§§§§§§§ you, vou will meet an 8§§§s§s §§§§§§ 1S to éﬁ a k}{

of memorable characters, real and fictional, In

i}%sgzggéiss and novels. I science or nature is gf ;‘L Th{}gg
vour thing, books can give vou the facts from .
aardvarks to zyeotes. Books can make vou a make-believe
time traveler, leading vou deep into the histori-

cal past or, even deeper, into the prehistoric worlds are the
ages before people learned 1o write. Books can

take vou far into the future and far out into the b%S‘{ %ﬁﬂég
realms of imagination. I know 32

I the pages of a book you can go anywhere,
Some books will walk vou down the sireet. Some
will take you 1o the world’s biggest cities. Others
will carry you off 1o high mountains, desert
wildernesses, or polar ice caps. Some books will
take vou off Earth and set you down on another
planet, where you may meet some of the weirdest
characters ever created.

Reading is fun. s fascinating. I's full of surprises. And &
will 1ake you places you can't get o in any other way.

—Stephen King,
Americagn novelist

READING 7



The Rewards of Reading

H vou waich television, vou know that TV tells stories, reports
current evenis, and offers sports lovers an endless schedule of
athletic evenis. With all that's on television to
Fes amuse, enteriain, and teach people, vou might
ki ihé WOr ié think there is no special reason to read books—
especially since you read a Iot of books for school.
Qf WOor ds} thg Texthooks and television both have their places.

§§} égiﬁ §§§§ But vour own personal reading can take vou far

beyond anvthing vou will get from television
}; S (ne {}f watching or classrooin assignmenis.

Through reading, vou can learn about the
the forces things that interest vou. You can learn about
P the things no one seems able o tell vou about—

{}f nature. the subjecis that people seem uninformed or

uncomforiable about. You will find that many
—Wallace Steverns, authors have written about the things that
American poet interest you.

Books can be fun. At the same time
they can help you understand who vou
are, where you are going, and where
vou want 1o be. Reading about other
people your age facing the same soris of
. problems vou face can help vou feel less
alone. The thoughts and experiences of
other people as they are shown in books
will help you know what vou think and
feel about vourself and others.

Through reading, vou willgain a
deeper understanding of voursell, your
family, your friends, your country, and
the world in which vou live. Reading
can help vou figure out how vou see the
world and how vou will make decisions.
Reading can help you find vour place in
the world.

8 READING
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WHY READY

Once mastered, the reading skill can become one of the most important forces in
your life, both now and in the future. How do people hecome good readers? They
read often, on their own, and for fun.

Reading for Your Future

€< Th€ man whg Maybe vou have heard parents and teachers
say that a young person who does not know
does not read how to read is not likelv to make it in Hfe.
You might feel that’s an unkind thing to say.
t?{}i}i{S hﬁﬁ But the truth is, for many fields that young
people might want o consider for their life-
no advantag% time work, reading is absolutely necessary.
over §h€ man Without the ability to read quickly and
with understanding, a person would find
;}gh{} ggg’ i it nearly impossible to train for a career in
medicine or law or o become a scientist,
f%&é {héi}}, b4 engineer, computer specialist, teacher, or
business owner or professional. In fact, you
—Mark Twain., American must be a good reader to pursue any career
writer and ggggg{};g:;g that requires keeping up with progress and

communicating in writing with coworkers.
Reading opens opporiunities that are closed
10 nonreaders,

10 READING



WHY READT

Not being able to read makes life much
harder. Reading is an important part of everyday
life. People who are illiterate (unable to read or
write) find it difficult or impossible to fill out a
job application or read street signs or a recipe
on a soup can. In today’s information-filled
world, people simply do not function well if
they cannot read.

€€ A good book
is the best of
friends, the
same today
and forever.??

—>Martin Tupper, English
poet and philosopher

READING "
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' §§§ Skill §:§
"“ Reading

§$§§§§§ §§§§ be the %’%%%‘;Z

. important skill a Scout can
tnasier ftisa skifi %&?

prenarss and allows you

_ to learn about the world

 sndsoristy U helns voe

_ grow as a leader. It heips
‘?%g isarn fom the %3:%&%‘%
encesciothers

Nooneishom s&%ﬁ

sufficient. Seif-sufficiency

_{being ableto gs%%sé% e
_ your own needs] is learned
day by day as vou §§§%§ z%g

Reading helps you %iggg ,
seifsuficiensy ;
Themoreyouread,

 the mors vou know

The more you know,
the farther you wili go.




Braille: “§§§§§*§}§§ Reading |
A system of six sgggég %{@ §g¥%§§§$§ .

and write. Frenchman Louis Braille, biin:
when he ﬁ%‘%%z%%%g code %@m

1837 Today, Braille is used across the globe to
zines seisntific charts andchestmuste
Braile is read %g §§§§§§§ §§§ §§§$§ over a

§§§§§§§;§§3§3 Six dots can %g {g&i‘gg 7 %2
ronrosent letters numbers §§§§§.§§§§§g and oth
publications use Grade JHealis which gg&s,
_ space and make reading easier. {if eve £
Grage [ Bealile s baing used.}

Braille can be %sgégs;%ggﬁ usi

Today thers also are software g}%‘%ggggg
personal printers: sodable slectranis Bra

dispioys thet make the information ona
gg&%’%ﬁ%é&gs%&s%g%éég .
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Adventures in Reading

Reguirernient 3 asks vou fo read books of different types Books are
givided into twvo Big grouns depending on whsther thev are based on
facis or imagined stories Thers 3re many Types oy gonres, of books
within these groups A genre i3 3 groun of books that shars something
incommon For sxampie. books in the Blogrephy gonres tell fnue stories
about the Bves of real neonis. Bools In the fanfagy genre el imagined
stories sbout pisces and circumsiances that cannot be logically frue.
Yeithe reader s expecied to sispend dishelief orgoslong with the
gisthor on this reading sdventurs.

Neonfiction inchdes fachs writing such as the Soous BSA hand
ook, Heidhook merit badoe pamphists and field guides You read
nonfiction o get Information or leam about 5 sublest person orsvent
Someoithe vpes ol nonfictian are
® Howiomanuss
* Travel guides
= Biogranhissang sutchiogranhios
* Books ahout history, science snergy animals, polifics soorts and

other subjects

Fictionis made up is created in the suthor's imaaination and
mavbebasedonfacisandresineonic orpaces b tisnt rus,
Fiction 1zkes many forms, such as novels short stories sssave noams
and piavs Some of the fvpes or genres of fiction arel

* Seionce fintinn = Herrer ;

= Adventure ; = Mivih and locend and foliiore
= Bivoiory ' * Postry

s Fantasy ‘ * Drame oroiovs

You will discover that 3 genre may have subgroups, or subtypes.
Science fiction, for example, may be further cateonrized as snocaivptic
fondd of the worldl spy @ Heme fravel or sunerhernes You can foens
your readine Interact or aynand U as veus ke

¥Your librarian may suggest Booke that have wos the Newbery
Award the Nationa! Bool Avard for Youns Peonie's T Hioraners. oy v
siates sward for oulstanding books for vouno readers The resorens
section of this pamphiet has more information about finding some of
thess avard winners, ‘



READING FOR Fun

Using Your Library

To complete all parts of
requirement 1, you need o
know your way around a
itbrary. Start at the Bbrary’s
catalog. It will be either a
card catalog or {more likely) a
compuierized catalog that has
information on every book in
the Hbrary's collection.

At one time, most Hibrar-
tes used a card catalog that
listed each bock and item in
the library's collection on indi-
vidual index cards, The cards were fled in alphabetical order
by title, by author, and by subject. Card catalogs were easy io
use, but it was hard 1o keep them up-io-date. Making cards for
new books took a lot of ime.

Today, vou can still find card catalogs in some lbraries.
But computerized systems have replaced the old-styie card
systemn in most Bbrarles. Like the card catslog, a computer
catalog lists books three ways: by author {last name first}, by
title, and by subject. To look up The Greatest: Muhammad AR,
for instance, vou could search the computer catalog by the
author’s name {Myers, Walter Dean), by the book’s title
{without the The}, or by subiect {Al, Muhammad). See the
iflustrations on the following pages.

When you find a book you want to examine more
closely, write down the book’s call number. A call number
is a combination of numbers and letters that identifies the
book and tells where it will be found on the shelves. Using
that unigue number, vou can locate the book on the brary's
shelves. A librarian will be happy 1o show you how.

if you are not looking for a specific book or a particular
author, search by sublect. Suppose vou want to find books
about wilderness survival, Choose “Subject” from the list of
search options, and enter “wilderness survival” as the search
term. The computer will display every title in the Hbrary’s
collection that has to do with the topic. For a more detailed
description of a book that interests vou, click on the title.
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READING FOR FUN

Fort Worth Public Library and the MetrOPAC Public Libraries’ Catalog . [ws)
f;g &3 nup./ Hwpibip forwonthiibrary orgfipac20fipacisps = & fQ * G

MoveList Your Guide 1o Fiction
f Looking for something good to read?
Use Novelist in the Library or athome

Choose the inders would e to search and enter search worls) In one or move of the baxes below. Addiionsd miting
wmmmm o)

Search by:
[ Revmerd 3 i e G
 Tie Keyword {\{;«?

| AwthoriPerformer Keyword ;

| Sublect Keyword . AND ¥
: iegeﬁge@?mm eywerd
£ Audicbaok Title Ki -
| dwards Note Keyword AND >}
| Best Selier Browse

| Chitdren's Sulbject Keyword

; Chitdrea's Thle / Series Keywerd
: Dewey Cali Numbers

FOVD Title Keywerd

| DVD & Vs Title Keyword
¥ 158N Bxact Mateh
95N Exact

Focus on Eye Fitness
When you read a lot, especially if you use a tablet or computer,
remember that it’s important to take care of your eyes. Eyestrain,
or tired eyes, is a common condition that isn’t serious, but it
definitely can be annoying. Fight off eyestrain by practicing these
good reading habits.

e Make sure you have the appropriate eyewear. If you have
been prescribed with glasses for reading, wear them!

® Read in a well-lit area (not too bright, not too dim}, with the
light source directed onto the page.

e Give your eyes a break every 20 minutes or so by focusing on
something far away for 20 seconds.

¢ If you're having trouble focusing on the words on the page,
tell your parent and discuss seeing an eye-care professional
soon. You should have your eyes checked annually.

READING 21
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Be careful with
library books and
books that belong
to other people.
Take care not to
damage them or
mark them in

any way.

22 READING

Classification Systems

When you have found the book you are looking for, also skim
the titles of the books beside it on the shelves. All the books
with similar call numbers have similar subjects.

Nonfiction books are arranged on library shelves by
subject. Almost all school and public libraries use the Dewey
decimal classification system to group books by subject. Some
libraries have their own systems for arranging books, or they
use the Library of Congress classification system. Ask a librarian
about the method used in your school or public library, and
ask for any help you need to locate books on the shelves.

Most public libraries have special sections or departments
for children, adults, and sometimes young adults. The books
you choose to read for requirement 1 may come from any
or all of these sections. A librarian can show you where each
section is and help you pick books that fit your needs, interests,
and reading level. A librarian also can tell you how to get your
own library card, if you don’t already have one.



HEADING FOR FUN

M§§§ Dewey Decimal Ciagﬁxﬁﬁagﬁﬁ | f{; ps

General lencyclopedias, §}§§§§§§§’3§3§’§§3§ ;}&%’ii}%ﬁi&&é - §§i§ 3%;3%;}}

Philosophy and psychology (including ethic
paranormal such as g?&s}sis ESE and alien at

‘Religion ; ;
Social sciences §§§§2§§§§ sgiaﬁéa; &*2{;?}'%:} ics,
customs, foiklore} -
Language {languages, dictionaries, §§‘3¥¥¥§¥%§§‘§ .

Natural sclences and mathematics {332{%{33’@ pt

chemistry, gﬁ&%ﬁg}g pa %ﬁiﬁi{}%&g% §§s§§}§g zoolog

Technology and applied sciences Imedicine, angl

aviation, automotive repair, agriculture, s§§§§3§

gardening, business, {3&;{} television}

The arls (architeciure, sculpture, ;33%32;3% §§§$§g '

photography, theater, fim} o

Literature (novels, poetry, §%§§s} grﬁéﬁs&}

ﬁe&gz‘sgﬁg and history lincluding §¥3¥§§ gs;{%es
 biography, genealogy) ~
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Keeping a Log

Your reading log for requirement 1d can be a simple loose-leaf
or spiral notebook. Allow at least one full page for each book
you read. You will need plenty of room to record not
only vour progress through each book but also—and
more importantly—your opinions and comments
about each book. In addition to basic information
such as the title and author of each book, your log
could include information such as the publisher and
copyright year or year of publication {found on the
page that {ollows the title page] and other books
written by the same author
Your log is not a book report. You do not need io
write a summary of each book vou read, unless vou
o want (o do that. The log is a place o write down vour
thoughts about what you have read.
Maybe vou will give your general reaction io
a chapter or a section with a one- or two-line comment,
something like these examples {ihe title of the book follows
T——— ©3Ch COmment}.

] ] * Being sent off fo live on 2 lonely Alaskan island for a vear
With g ibrary would be great, but [ wouldn’t want to be there with Cole.

card, you can {Touching Spirit Bear, by Ben Mikaelsen. HarperColling, 2001

* Going through life IS like “breathing underwater”—this guy

material . R . . .
borrow materials Nick got that right! (Breathing Underwater, by Alex Flinn,
from the library. HarperColling, 2001}

= Would | have left my friends to die on the mountain? Mavbe,
b if T didn't have a choice. {Inip Thin Afn by Jon Krakauer

Anchor, 1998}

Make notes of any details, ideas, or paris of the book vou want
to talk about with vour counselorn

Requirement 3b asks you to read four different types of
books and then review, discuss with vour counselor, or talk 1o
your class, troop, of patrol about each book you read. Did the
books live up to your expectations? What did each book mean
to you? Did a book surprise vou? H i was fiction, did you find
the story believable? Or do vou think the things in the book
couldn’t happen in real Hife? Were vou satisfied with the
experience of reading the book? Why or why not?

24 READING
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READIMG FOR FUN

Time-Taming Tips
Aside from reading instead of watching television, here are
some other strategies for making time to read.

e Make reading a part of your regular schedule. Set a “book
hour” and stick to it.

e ook at how you spend your time. Write out your schedule
for a typical week or keep an activity log. Drop some
activities that are less important or
less fun than your main interests,
and read instead.

* You might read less during the
school year or while your sport is
in season, but catch up when you
have more time. Fill lazy summer
afternoons with fun reading and
an icy drink. Many libraries have
summer reading clubs that give
prizes for reading a certain number
of books.

e Carry nature field guides with you
on hiking or camping trips to read
during occasional free moments.

e Read during car rides, plane flights, if you can‘t gsve up |
and family vacations. Before your '
trip or outing, read books, maps,
brochures, and other materials about
where you are going. Share these
materials with your family or fel-
low travelers. If you're not traveling,
read about the faraway places you
would like to visit. Also look for fic-

tion set in those places,

e Save time at the library. Check out
books for pleasure reading when
you're there for school assignments.

¢ Read what interests you. Time goes
fast when you're reading for the fun
of it. And the more you read, the Ask yaur hb,
faster you’ll be able to read. for help iOC&tm
about-it” book.

READING 27






Reading for Information

For requirement 5 you will research subjects that interest you.
You can pick any current topic, but your reading selections for
requirement 5 will be mostly, if not entirely, nonfiction. You
are looking for facts and information. Your goal is to learn
about the world around you by reading the most accurate and
up-to-date sources you can find.

Your search probably will take you back to the library,
where you will find a great variety of materials—not only
books, but also newspapers, magazines, videos, CDs, maps,
photographs, online resources, and more.

What Do You Want to Know?

Maybe there is some particular topic you have wanted to learn
about but have never found anybody to ask. Or perhaps there
is a topic with which you are familiar but want to know more
about. Or there is something you want to know how to do or
make. Whatever subject interests you, you're almost certain to
find that many people have written about it.

Here are some examples of topics
many young people are curious about.
1f your choice is not on the list, add it!

s Mysteries such as the Loch Ness
monster, crop circles, Stonehenge

¢ Fossils and dinosaurs WS EABL
* Mumimies and ancient Egypt RAVAKING
» (Castles, knights, the Middle Ages
¢ Politics and world events

¢ Nations, cultures, religions

e Travel and faraway places

e Sports and athletes

READING FOR INFORMATION

READING 29



READING FOR INFORMATION

When you are
looking for specific
information, itis a
good idea to start
with the reference
librarian at your
school or public
library. Librarians
are information
professionals.

You can save a

lot of time by
simply asking for

their help.

30
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Music, art, photography, movies

Colleges and universities

Careers

Animals and nature

Robots, computers, electronics

Machines, automobiles, aircraft

Artificial intelligence

Earthquakes, volcanoes, other natural disasters
Ocean exploration, living beneath the sea
Asteroids, comets, near-Earth objects (NEOs)
Astronomy, Hubble Space Telescope

Living in space, International Space Station
Environmental issues

Famous people

The outdoors, hiking, camping

Wilderness survival

Fitness and health

How to deal with family issues, problems, divorce,
substance abuse

How to handle problems of growing up, peer approval
and pressure, self-esteem

€€1 cannot live
without books. ??

—Thomas Jefferson,
American president



READING FOR INFORMATION

Reading to Know

With your topic in mind, you're ready
to find your sources and read up on it.
Here’s a look at some different resources
you might use.

Encyclopedias. A general encyclopedia
will give you basic facts or background
information about many subjects. Infor-

mation can change quickly, so use a good,

up-to-date encyclopedia, whether it's
printed in 30 volumes or contained on
a single compact disc.

Specialized Reference Works. Reference
works, whether print or electronic, range
from almanacs, atlases, and collections of
short biographies to field guides, movie
guides, books of famous quotations, and
many more. Reference books, electronic
databases, and other general information
sources help organize vast amounts of
information to make specific facts faster
and easier to find. All libraries, large

and small, have reference sections and
staff people who know how to use
reference resources. They know what
kinds of books, indexes, directories, and
other information sources are available.
They can help you quickly narrow your
search to a few good resources.

Magazines and Newspapers. For

the most up-to-date coverage of your
subject, read articles and editorials in
magazines and newspapers. Your library
probably has a selection of general-
interest magazines and local or major
newspapers from which to choose part
of your reading for requirement 5.

¢¢] think the ability

to read and the free
exchange of ideas
that comes from it
is the single most
important thing on
our planet. ... You
can learn anything
you want! ??

—Jeffery “Dr. J.M.” McNulty,
American speed-metal guitarist
and literacy activist
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READING FOR INFORMATION

To find articles on your chosen subject that
have been published in popular magazines, check
the Readers” Guide to Periodical Literature. Your
library will probably have the Guide as a set of
printed books, or it may be available electronically.

To find newspaper stories about your subject,
check newspaper indexes on websites. Your
librarian can help you find newspaper indexes
to locate the newspaper articles you want.

Books. Books have been written about every
subject. Search for them using either the library
card catalog or computerized catalog as you learned
for requirement 1b.

Internet. The internet is a vast collection of infor-
mation. Get your parent’s permission to use the
internet, and then ask your parent, counselor, or
€< Knowledge a librarian to help you find what you need. They
. 5 can show you how to search the internet using web
1S pOWETL. directories or search engines.

Web directories organize information by dividing

—Sir Francis Bacon, it into topics and subtopics. Directories usually have
English philosopher categories such as arts, computers, entertainment,
and statesman health, news, recreation, science, and society. If you

are looking for general information on a broad topic,

start with a web directory. A directory is like a table
of contents or a subject outline for a huge book. Directories
usually display far fewer results than a search engine will, but
most of the suggested pages will directly relate to the information
you are seeking.

To use a search engine to locate information, type in key-
words, the main words that identify your subject. For example,
you might enter the keywords “Hubble Space Telescope” or
“Loch Ness monster” or “Appalachian Trail.” The search engine
then displays information about, and links to, various websites
that deal with your subject. Depending on the keywords you
use, the search engine may turn up sites that have nothing to
do with your subject. Even so, a search engine may work better
than a directory if you are looking for certain details or specific
information. A search engine is like a giant index that lists
every important word from millions of webpages.
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Getting the Facts

For requirement 3, the goal of your reading was pleasure. You
read for fun.

You will also have fun, of course, with your reading for
requirement 5. But what you are mainly after now is informa-
tion. To get it, you may dip into various sources, reading parts
of them but not reading them all cover to cover. You wouldn’t
read an entire guidebook about national parks if you're only
interested in the part about the Everglades. You wouldn’t need
to read every article in a magazine to get the one story in it
about your chosen topic.

On the other hand, you have to pay attention when
you are reading for information. Take time to be sure you
understand what you are reading. Ask yourself:

e What key ideas and specific facts have [ learned from this
article {or page, paragraph, chapter, etc.)?

e Do ] understand these ideas and what
they mean?

e Do they answer my questions about
this subject?

Reread any part that is not clear to you.
Take notes to help you keep track of what
you understand and what you don’t, and to
identify which of your questions have been
answered and which have not. Something
you read may raise new questions, sending
you off to other resources in search of

the answers.

READING

READING FOR INFORMATION
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READING FOR INFORMATION

e — Reading is for fun and for discovery. As you think about
your reading for requirements 3 and 5—what’s alike about it and
Complete what’s different—you will better understand how powerful and

all-purpose the skill of reading is. Whether you are looking to

) ) ) gather facts quickly, find out how to do something, amuse

by discussing with  yourself on a rainy day, or lose yourself in a fabulous adventure,
you can do it because you’re a reader who knows how to read
for different reasons.

requirement 5

your counselor

what you have

learned fromyour  The Power of Words

reading aboutthe  Mark Twain remarked: “A powerful agent is the right word.
Whenever we come upon one of those intensely right words
in a book or a newspaper the resulting effect is physical as well
as spiritual, and electrically prompt.”
Language is rich with “intensely right words.” As you
read, whether for pleasure or to get information, be aware of
the words. If you find one you don’t know, look it up in
a dictionary or thesaurus. In your log, keep a “cool
words” list. When you come across an interesting
new word or a catchy saying or phrase, add it to
your list.

You will discover that as your vocabulary
grows, reading will become easier and more fun.
You will understand more of what you read, and
you’ll be comfortable reading material written

for any age group.

world around you.

he name:may/mund iike a premstﬁm
‘ urusis nota
;typg sf dmnsaur it's a citctmﬂary that

€€ A vocabulary is

for catching. »  lists synonyms (words that mean the
*""&*:same thmg or have similar meanmg}
—Winston Churchill, __ and antonyms (words that have

British statesman _ opposite meanings).
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READING FOR INFORMATION

Fill in the Blanks

You probably have spent time filling out forms
for school, for Scouting, for camp, and for other
activities, It is important to be able to read
written instructions and follow them closely,
whether you're ordering a magazine subscription
or completing a medical history. If vou make

a mistake, your magazines may go to the

wrong address, of you might get the wrong
medical freatment.

You may be filling out a paper form from a
mail-order catalog, magazine, or other printed item
such as a sales flver, or you may need to fill out
an online order form. Whether in print or online,
always make sure to complete the order form care-
fully and accurately.
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__internet rules.

READING OM THE INTERNET

Tips fm: Onlme Safety

On the internet, vou can have fun iay gameg, and
business. You can find heip w;th ycur hobbses ar:d nter ts
sorts of thengs, click your wa*g 1o a wsde wor d o i
and even read whole books. o ‘
Along weth the convenience, theugh © mes sc;
are online, you need to be careful to guard your |
yourself from potentially harmfui situations.
These tsps will help you stay safe Your paren
may talk with you about other rules for inter
_ library, you may also ask a sbranan far a z:csp

1. Follow your famil y's ru!es for gc:mg csns ‘
long and how often you are allowed tc
can visit. Do not visit areas that are off-li

_ youdontgotoin real 1 life, there are pia{:

2. Protect your privacy. Never exchan :

~_ information such as your phcne numb
name, where yeu goto s::fmot or where

_first asking your parent’s permission. Do r
_orany photographs unless you have your pare ‘
3. Do not open emails or files you receive from pe
- ortrust fyou get samethmg susmczous, trash
any other junk mail. -

4. f you receive or dtscever any information. tba’( ,
able, leave it and teii your parent. Eﬁ ﬁot rsspan to a

is dssturbmg or hurtful. .

5. Never agree to get tagethw with somecne yau “mee

__your parent approves of the meeting and gaes it

6. Never share your internet password with anyone (i
“official”} other than your parents or other r&
your family.

Never shc;} Qnime uniess yeu have ycsur parem' ’_

great ;ﬂfcrmatson, the mtemet has lots of ;unk sam 1
the useful from the worthless. Talk with your counselo
 experienced web user about ways to tell the difference
- 9. Be a good online citizen. Do not do snythmg that har ;

against the law.
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Volunteering for Reading

For reguirement 6, you are to give at least four hours of service
to activities that involve reading to others, performing volunteer
work at a library, or organizing a book swap or book drive.
Talk with vour counselor about the different kinds of volunteer
service you might give.

Reading Aloud

Do vou remember being read to when you were a litle kid?
Did vou like i1?

For many people, being read to is a favorite memory from
childhood. ¥ vou have a little brother or sister, or if there are
voung kids in vour neighborhood or vour extended family, try
reading aloud to them and see how guickly you become their
favorite big brother. Chances are, you'll have even more fun
than they will.

Reading aloud is a different skill from reading to yourself.
To keep from losing vour audience, you must read slowly. H
you're normally a fast talker, you may have 1o slow down vour
reading so much that—1o vour own ears, at least—you sound
draggy. Don’t worry. You won't sound draggy 1o vour listeners,
They will follow the story much better i vou go slowly, say
every word, read with enthusiasm, and insert a few pauses for
dramatic effect.

Reading aloud takes practice. Before youread to an
audience {of one listener or many), practice the material
vou have chosen. Be sure vou can pronounce all the words,
including the characters’ names. Know where to puf the
pauses. Remember to read aloud the title and the name of
the author {and the Hlustrator, if there is one). This reminds
your listeners where books come from—authors write them!

VOLUNTEERING FOR READING

Your counssior
can help you
mateh your
interests and
ahilities to the
needs of people in
your community.
Be sureto gst
your parents
permission for
your chosen

service activily.
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G FOR READING

People of all ages enijoy hearing stories from books read
aloud. Many bookstores, Bbraries, book discussion clubs, and
other community groups host public readings where book lovers
3 skifl that can read aloud from their favorites.

You might take the “read aloud” idea io a hospital, an
extended-care facility, or a local senior citizens” home or
enisyment. community center. Read to one or more of the patients or
residents. Mavbe other members of vour patrol or troop could
1ake part and make this reading service project a community
Good Turn.

Reading sloud is

bring Hetime

Try this! If vou have a fape recorder, record vourself reading a couple
of paragraphs from a book vou know well, Read fast and without spirit,
like you were trving o finish quickly. Listen 1o the plavback

Now reread the same paragraphs. But this time, slow down. Put
feeling into the words. Vary the pace of your reading. Pause to add
suspense or a sense of anticipation. Don't just read the sentences—
perform them. Pretend you are an actor putting on a show foran
audience. Match your fone of voice and the expression on vour face
to the story vou are reading.

Listen to the playback of your second reading. Which version would
your rather hear? Which version do vou think yvour listeners would
like better?
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Volunteering in a Library

Another way to fulfill requirement 6
is to volunteer in your school or
public library. Working in the library
will help you become familiar with
how books are classified and
arranged on the shelves and make it
easier for you to find the books you
want. You also will discover other
resources available in your library,
which might include CDs and DVDs,
audiobooks, maps, photo collections,
genealogy and local history collec-
tions, and computers.

VOLUNTEERING FOR READING

TSRS
As a library volunteer, depending on your age and grade level
or experience, you might L.
P Y & Working in a
e Mend and cover books. ) )
* Sort materials. Hibrary is a fun
¢ Return books to their proper places on the shelves. way to meet

= Make or update displays, bulletin boards, or scrapbooks.
» Make signs, posters, and other artwork.
e Clip newspaper articles for local history files.

o Stuff envelopes for bulk mailings.

people. Volunteers
at public libraries
might range in

age from 12 to

* Help set up or clean up for book sales and other

special events.

past 90, and they

* Help in the children’s area with crafts and other activities. come from all
® Assist with programs. walks of life.
* Guide younger students in finding library resources to help One thing most

with homework assignments.

of them have in

Your school or public library probably has many positions open .

for young-adult volunteers. Just ask. Most librarians are happy =~ tommonisa love
to train their volunteer assistants. Experience is usually not of reading.
necessary, although computer skills are helpful for some

library positions.
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READING RESOQURCES

Reading Resources

Scouting Literature

Scouts BSA Handbook for Boys; Scouts
BSA Handbook for Girls; Fieldbook;
Stories for Around the Campfire; More
Stories for Around the Campfire; The
Gospel of the Redman; Learn to Fiy-Fish
in 24 Hours

With your parent’s permission, visit
-the Boy Scouts of America’s official
retail website, www.scoutshop.org,

-for a complete listing of all merit.

badge pamphlets and other helpful
Scouting materials and supplies.

Book Lists

Book lists or reading lists are put
together every year by readers,
librarians, and others who know
books. Your school or public library
will have lists to get you started.
Many lists are published on the web;
the internet address of some are given
here. Also ask your librarian or teacher
for a list of books that have won {or
are competing for) your state’s awards
for children’s and young adult books.

American Library Association:
Best Books for Young Adults
Website: www.ala.org/yalsa/
booklists/bbya

44 READING

Education World: Summer
Reading Lists

Website: www.educationworld.com/
summer_reading

International Literacy Association
Reading Lists

Website: www.literacyworldwide.org/
get-resources/reading-lists

National Book Awards for
Young People’s Literature
Website: www.nationalbook.org/
national-book-awards/search/type
= category&search = ypl

Newbery Medal Winners and

Honor Books

Website: www.ala.org/alsc/
awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/
newberymedal

TeachersFirst.com: 100 Best Books
Website: www.teachersfirst.com/
100books.cfm

Teenreads.com
Website: www.teenreads.com

Young Adult Books Central
Website: www.yabookscentral.com



READING RESOQURCES

Books Online

Many classic books are available online
for no charge. Several websites have
free e-books {electronic bogoks) that vou
can read on a computer or print oul o
read later. The websites listed here offer
hundreds of e-books.

The Online Books Page
Websiter htip://digital. librarv.upenn.
edu/books

Project Gutenberg
Website: www.gulenberg.org

Magazines

Readers vour age can choose from many
magazines published especially for vou.
Some of these magazines also publish
stories and articles written by voung
people. Check your school or public
Hibrary for these and other magazines.

Boys' Life

PO Box 152401

Irving, TX 75015-2401

Toll-free telephone: 866-584-6589
Website: www.bovslife.org

Cricket {ages 9 1o 14}

1751 Pinnacle Drive, Suite 600
Mclean, VA 22102

Telephone: 703-885-3400

‘Website: hitp://shop.cricketmedia.com

Kids Discover

192 Lexington Ave, Suite 1003
New York, NY 100166913
Telephone: 212-677-4457
Website: www . kidsdiscovercom

HNational Geographic Kids

1145 17th 51 NW

Washington, DU 200364658
Toll-free telephone: 800-647-5463
Website:
hitpr//kidsnationalgeographic.com

Skipping Stones

P.O. Box 3939

Eugene, OR 97403

Telephone: 541-342-4956
Website: www skippingstones.org

Sports Hlustrated Kids
Toli-free telephone: 877-747-1046
Website: www.sikids.com

Stone Soup: The Magazine by Young
Writers & Artists

PO Box 83

Santa Cruz, CA 95063

Toll-free telephone: 800-447-4569
Website: www.stonesoup.com

Newspapers

Ask vour counselor or a librarian to
help vou find newspaper articles on
subjects that interest vou. Listed here
is 3 website that contains online
newspaper indexes. Your librarian can
show you how to search for articles
using this or other indexes.

Refdesk.com
Website: www.refdesk.com/paper.himl
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RBeference Books

Check the reference section of vour
school or public library for these and
mmany other useful reference books.

Barron's Profiles of American Colleges.
Barron's Educational Serfes, annual.

Books in Print. Bowker, annual.
Contemnporary Authors. Gale, annual

Current Biography, HUW. Wilson, annual.

Guinness World Records. Bantam
Books, annual.

Eeaders” Guide to Periodical Literature.
H.W. Wiison, annual.

Subject Guide to Books in Print.
Bowker, annual.

Subject Guide to Children’s Books in
Print. Bowker, annual.

Organizations and Wehsites
Ask vour counselor, parent, or librar-

ian to recommend web-related guides,

directories, and search engines that
are good for internef UsSers your age.

Bookshare
Webhsite: www.bookshare.org

internset Search Engines for Kids
Website: www.ivviov.com/ravne/lids-
search.himi

Kids and Teens: Directories
Website: www.curlieorg/Kids_and_
Teens/Direciories

Literacy Programs

Hundreds of organizations promois
titeracy. Here are a few of the major
programs. Through them you may find
iocal opportunities,

National Literaey Directory
Webhsite: www.nid.org

American Foundation for the Blind
1401 South Clark 81, Suite 730
Arlington, VA 22202

Toll-free telephone: 800-232-5463
Website: www.afb.org

The Barbara Bush Foundation
for Family Literacy

516 M. Adams 56

Tallahassee, FL 32300
Telephone: 850-562-3300
Website: www.barharabush.org

Bookshare has signed 2 memorandum of mutual support with the Boy Scouts
_ of America that emphasizes an ongoing relationship to provide Scouts and their
§§§§g¥s scoess 16 an electronic library of key Scouting publications Individuals
with disabilities can have resources fike the Scouts BSA i‘i&gﬁﬁ}ﬁﬁi’. and dozens
of merit %&{ige §§§3§}?¥§8§S attheir & §§§§§§§sw§§ their PCs, smartphones, and
o-readers via audiobooks, or can hear %}{}{}i:s being read as words are highlighted
ona @?&%ﬁf?ﬁ&sﬁ résources can g@fg;} be accessed using a Braille “reader” -2
display that can be hooked up i%}‘g compiter to generate 2 Braille 2?&%@3%3&%3
- For more information about Bookshare snd its agreement with the BSA goto

hitp//blog.scoutingmagazine. org/2011/09/28/bookshare-bsa-open-a-new-chapter.
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Read Across America e Children’s Book Council

National Education Association e Deborah J. Lightfoot, author

1201 .16th St., NW and editor

Washington, DC 20036-3290 )

Telephone: 202-833-4000 e Jaye McLaughlin, Youth Center
Website: Manager, Fort Worth Public Library
www.readacrossamerica.org e Christine McNew, Youth Services

Reading Is Fundamental Inc. consultant, Texas State Library

{750 First St., NE, Suite 920 e Puget Sound Council for Reviewing
¢ Washington, DC 20002 Children’s Media
Toll-free telephone: 877-743-7323 The Boy Scouts of America is grateful
Website: www.rif.org to the men and women serving on the
National Merit Badge Subcommittee
Acknowledgments for the improvements made in updating

The Boy Scouts of America thanks the this pamphlet.

following organizations and individuals
for their help in preparing this edition
and previous editions of the Reading
merit badge pamphlet and

the requirements:

¢ Burlington County Council Reading
Merit Badge Task Force, Rancocas,
New Jersey
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MERIT BADGE LIBRARY

Though intended as an aid fo youth in Scouts BSA, and qualified Veniurers and Sea
Scouts in meeting merit badge requirements, these pamphleis are of general inferest
and are made available by many schools and public libraries. The latest revision
date of each pamphiet might not correspond with the copyright date shown below,
hecause this list is corecied only once a vesr, in January. Any number of merit badge
pamphlets may be revised throughout the year; others are simply reprinted until a
revision DECOmes Necessary.

# a Scout has aiready started working on a merit badgs when a new edition for that
pamphiet is introduced, they may continue fo use the same merit badge pamphist fo
eam the badge and fulfill the requirements therein. In other words, the Scout need not
start over again with the new pamphist and possibly revised requirements.

Merit Badge Pamphiet  Year | Merit Badge Pamphiet  Year | Merit Badge Pamphiet Year
American Business 213 | Famiy lie 2316 | Plard Sclence s
American Cuftures 2513 | Farm Bechanics 2017 | Plumbing 20z
American Horfiage 2013 | Fingorpriniing 2014 | Pottery 2008
American Labor 2318 | Firs Safoly 2019 | Programming 2019
#rimat Science 2014 | Frst Al 219 | Public Haslth 7
Ardmation 2015 | Fish and Wikdlils Public Spealdng 2013
Archasology 27 Managemeant 2014 | Puip and Paper 2g
Archery 218 | Fishing 2513 | Raiio o7
Sohitechers gl Fiy-Fishing 2514 | Falosding 2013

Landscape Archilechre 2014 | Fogeshy 2% | Reading 20513
Art 2013 | Games Dosign 2018 | Reptils and
Astronomy 2019 | Gardening 2013 Amphitian Study 28
Afetics ZNG | Gensgiony 213 | Fige Shooting g
= v bad = 2017 | 5 i 2312 | Bobotics 2ns
Aviation 2014 | Geology 20156 | Rowing 2019
Backpacking 26 | Goff 2T | Safely s
Easkelry 2017 | Graphic Anis 2013 | Sglssmarship 23
Biret Study 2% | Hiing 26 | Scholarship g
Bugfing [see Music) Home Repais 2012 | Scouting Heritage 2018
Camping o | Horsemanship 213 | Soubs Dading 20
Cannsing 2018 | bwan Lore 2008 | Scolpturs ng
Chemishry 2018 | Insect Study 2019 | Search and Rescue 2018
Chess 2048 | bwending 2016 | Shotgun Shooting 2013
Cirenship in Journalism 2018 S@}& Signgls, ard Codes 2015

the Comsnunily 05 | Eayeking NS | Skating et
Citizenship in the Nation 2018 | Landscape Architecture Smali-Boat Salfing 2018
Citizenship in the World 2015 & Archifecturs) Snow Sports 2018
Clrrbing e | Law F018 | Soll gryd Water
Coin Collecting 2017 | Leatherwork 2047 Conservation 2012
Coflactions 2013 | Léosoeng 1% | Speos Exploration st
Communication 013 | Mammsl Study 2014 | Sporis 2z
Composite Materials 2312 | Medioine 2012 | Stamp Collecting 2013
Cooking 2014 | Mslahwork 2012 | Swrveving 2004
Crime Pravention 20612 ?s%ﬁsﬁg in Society 2014 | Susiainabiiity 2013
Cycling 2047 | Wodel Design and Buiiding 2010 | Swimming 2618
Dentistry 2He | Motorbosting 1% | Tentils 24
Digital Technology 2014 | Moviemaking 2013 | Theater 2018
Cisahilities Awarensss 2018 | Music and Bugling 2013 { Traffic Safely 28
Dog Cars FHE | Hatus 214 | Truck Trarsporiation 3
Drafling 2013 | Mucisar Scisnce 2078 | Velednary Medicine 235
Elootricity 2013 | Oceanography 2012 | Water Sporis 2o1a
Efactronics 2014 | Orlendooding ZO1E | Weather NS
Emerger sparad 2018 | Paint patg i %’E%\iﬁifig 2018
Ensrgy 214 | Persongl Filness g g
Enginessing 2016 | Personal Management 2018 %%%ésﬁzsss Saurvhenl 2018
Entreprensurship 2013 | Pais 2013 | Wood Carving - 2018
Environmental Science 2015 | Photography NS | Woodwork potp i
Expioration 2018 | Fionesting 013

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA « SUPPLY GROUP
NATIONAL DISTRIBUTION CENTER To place an order,
2108 Westinghouse Boulevard call customer service
PO, Box 7143 toil-free BO0-323-0736
Chariotie, NC 28241-7143 or goto

www.scoutshop.org






