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How toUseThisParnphlet 
f The secretto successflifly earrrng a ment 

badge is für you to use both die pamphlet and 
thesuggestionsofyourcounselor. 

Your couselor can be as importantto you as a 
coac 	toanathleteUseafloftheresources 	J 
your counselor can make avaa :j vou. This 

- 	rnay be die best chance you will have to learn 
about this particular subject, Make it count 

If you or your counseior feels that any niformation 
in this uamphlet is nicorrect please let us know 

Please :eyoursourceofinfomiation. 

Merft badge pamphls are repried annuaUy 
a9d requirements updated regularly. Your 

suggestions für improvement are welcome 	
- 

f 	Who Pays forThis Pamphlet? 	. • 

This merit badge pamphlet is one in a senes 

V ofmorethan1Ocovering all kindsof:bvand 
career subiects. lt is made avaable for you to buy 	 1 

as a servce ofthe natal and local councils, Boy 
fl 	:..:ofAmericaThec:s:softhedevelopment, 

. 

	

	writing, and editing ofihe merk badge pamphlets are 
paidforbythe Boy ScodtsofAme -  :e in orderto bring 

vou the best book at a reasonable pr. 

Send comrnentsalongwitha briefstatementaboityourselfto 
Plots and Program Development S272 

or Boy Scouts of Arnerica • 1325 West Walnut Riff Lane• lr'ing, D( 75038 
lt vou prefer. you may send your comments to meritbadgeScouting.org . 
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Requirements 
1. Discuss with your counselor the life and tirnes of Lord 

Baden-Powell of Gilwell. Explain why he felt a program 
like Scouting would be good for the young men of 
his day. lnciude in your discussion how Scouting was 
imroduced in the United States, and the origins of 
Boy Scouting and Cub Scouting under Baden-Powell. 

2. Do the foiio•ving: 

a. Give a short biographical surnmary of any TWO of 
the following, and rell of their ro!es in how Scouting 
deveioped and grew in de United States. 

(1) Daniel Carter Beard 

(2) Williarn D. Boyce 

(3) \.Vaite T'hillips 

(4) Ernest Thompson Seton 

(5) Jarnes E. West 

(6) Green Bar Bill" Hillcourt 

b. Discuss the significance to Scouting of any TWO 
of the following: 

(1) Brownsea Island 

(2) The First World Scout Jamboree 

(3) Boy Scout Handbook 

(4) Boys' Life rnagazine 

3. Discuss willi your couns elor how Scouting's prograrns 
have deveioped over urne and been adapted to fit 
different age groups and interests (Cub Scouting, 
Boy Scouting, Expioring, Venturing). 
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4. Do ONE of the following: 

a. Attend either a BSA national jamhoree, OR world 
Scout jamboree, OR a national BSA high-adventure 
base. While there, keep a journal documenting your 
day--to-•av experienccs. Upon your return, report 
to your cunselor wht you did, saw, and learned. 
You may include photos, brochures, and other 
documents in your report. 

b. Write or visit the National Scouting Museum. Obtain 
information about this facility. Give a. sliort report 
an what you think the role of this museum is in the 
Scouting program. 

c. Visit an exhibit of Scouting memorabilia or a locai 
museum with a Sconting history gailery, or (with 
your parent's permission md counselor's approval) 
visit with someone in your council who is 
recognized as a dedicated Scouting historian or 
memorabilia collector. Learn what you can about the 
history of Boy Scouting. Give a short report to your 
counselor on what you saw and learned. 

'lLf 

jj 
 

Brooklyn Dodgers players Whit Wyatt, left. and Charles Dressen sign 
autographs for Scouts at Ebbets Field, circa 1940. 
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5. Learn about the history of your unit or Scouting in your 
area. Interview at least two people (one from the past 
and one from the present) associated with your troop. 
These individuals coulcl be adult unit leaders, Scouts, 
troop conimittee menbers, or representati\'es of your 
troop's chartered organization. Find out when your unit 
was originally chartered. Create a report of your findings 
on the history of your troop, and present lt to your patrol 
or troop or at a court of honor, and then add lt to the 
troop's Iihrary. This presentation could be in the form 
of an oral/writteri report, an exhibit, a scrapbook, or a 
Computer presentalion such as a slide show. 

6. Make a collection of some of your personal patches 
and other Scouting mernorabilia. With their permission, 
you rny include items borrowed from family members 
or frieiids who have heen in Sconting in the past, or 
you may include photographs of these items. Show this 
collection to your counselor, and share what you have 
learned about items in the collection. (There is no 
requirement regarding how large or small this collection 
must be.) 

7. Reproduce the equipment for an old-time Scouting garne 
such as those played at Brownsea Island. You may find 
one on your own (with your counsclor's approval), or 
pick one frorn the Scouting Hciwge merit badge pamphlet. 
Teach and play the game with other Scouts. 

8. Interview at least three people (different frorn those you 
interviewed tor reqilirernent 5) over the age of 40 who 
were Scouts. Find out about their Scouting experiences. 
Ask about the irnpact that Scouting has had on their 
lives. Share what you learned with your counselor. 
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These Scouts from the 1950s get a beachside whittling lesson. 
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Baden-Powell, Seton, 
Beard, and the Birth 
of Scouting 
During the early years of the 20th century, growing numbers of 
people in England and Ainerica faced serious hardships. The 
divide between rich ancl peor was widening, and most families 
were poor or dose to it. As people rnigrated to dirty, overcrowded 
cities, they were more likely to becoine sick and less likely to be 
ahle to enjoy nature or gei physical exercise. In fact. vThen 
Brhain went to war in 1899, more than halt the ruen mAio 
volunteered for the army werent fit enough to tight. 

	

Chiidren on both sides of the 	 . 	-__________ 
Atlantc (ccan suffered nght alon 	 '• 
with tIcu parents. Be ond the YI\ 	 . 
and some church-based programs 	- 
few organized activitics er Sports 
league were available tor them to 
eniov. L:en worse, at least 1.7 mi 
American children under the age 
worked full tirne—sometimes voi 
as manv as 12 hours a day in tacrone 	 - 
and on farms. 

Many adults grew deeplv concerned 
.ihni ii the nrth1n 	f FnpIih ‚nrl 

Child Paborer, circa eay 2Oth century 
American cliildren. mong them were 
Robert BadenRvveii. Ernest Thompson 
Seton, and Da;ucl Carter Beard. Although these men grew up 
in different countries, they had much in common. They loved 
the outdoors, they were fascinated by other cultures, and they 
came completely by accident to the work of creattg nrnrarns 
for boys and teens. First separately and then togetn, they iaid 
the foundations tor the Scouting movement. 
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Wm- Robert S. S. Baden-Powet! 
(1857-1941) 
Known to his familv as Stcnhe (pronounced 
"Stevie'), Robert Stcphcison Snth 
Baden-Powell was born in London, England, 
in 1 857. He and his six 	in ngs were raised 

/ 	- by their mother after their father, a priest 
in the Church of England, died. 

Baden-Powell attended a boarding school 
called Charterhouse. During bis time there, he 
spent more linIe drawing. actIng. plaving soccer, 
and exploring the woods around the school 
than 	did 	ving. Because his grades weren't 
good 	.Jugii 	hn to attend coliege, he joined 
the Bndsh Army in 1876. 

Baden-Powell 

also kept up the 

spirits of soldiers 

and townspeople 

with plays and 

athletic contests. 

In addition, he 

turned the boys 

of the town into 

a cadet corps to 

run errands and 

serve as lookouts. 

13aien-I'owell iovect army hie ancl moved 
qkiy through the ranks. By the time Great 

Britain wein to war against the Boers in South Africa in 1899, 
he was a colonel. That October, he was in charge of a town 
called Mafeking when the Boers laid siege to it. 

For the next 217 days, bis force of 800 soldiers held out 
against several thousand Boers. Baden-Powell tricked the 
Boers into thinking he had a much hirger force by making 
fake cannoris out of wood and moving his real guns around 
town to fire in different direcnons. 

After successfully defending the City in the Siege of 
Mcifeking in May 1900, Baden-Powell became an instant 
ceiehritv back home. Boys throughout England hegan huying 
an arrnv manual he had written, called Aids to Scouting, 
and started playing soldier in their towns and neighborhoods. 

-- 	 - 	 This postcard, 
circa 1900, depicts 

..-•' 	 Baden-Powell as 
/ . 	‚1 	 - 	'- 	 r,- 	• 	a national hero. 
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This surprised BadenPowell 
Im 'vhen he returned home in 

1903, and he began thinking Lieutenant-General 

about ways to adapt Aids to 
IX 

Baden-Powell 
Sc'outing to a younger audience. 
O'er the next few years, he was made a baron 

observed youth programs like in 1929 arid 
'he Boys' Brigade (which 
:ombined int erden ominationa1 became known as 

Christianity with military Lord Baden-Powell 
raining), talked to experts 

of GiIwell 
:mm the YMCA (founded in 
London in 1844), and even 

- 	
studied codes of conduct used 
by the ancient Greeks and by 

Commemorative stone at 	the knights of the Middle Ages. 
Brownsea Island campsite 	 In 1906, Baden-Powell 

put wha he'd learned into a 
paper calied "The Boy Scouts 

—A Suggestion.' The next summer, he held an experimental 
camn 	England's Brownsea Island to test his ideas. The year 
after idi, he published Scouting für Boys, the first Boy Scout 
hdbook—and Scouting was born. 

Scouting quickly spread through England, 
the British colonies, and beyond. As cariy as 
1908, peopie in America were buving copies COUT1NG BY of Scoutirzg für Boys and starting their own 

foR BOYS troops. A woman in Burnside, Kentucky, 
started a group she called the "Eagle Troop" LUT CEN, 	

) 

that year. 
EOWELL 

In 1909, a missionary from the Church 
of England founded a troop in Pawhuska, 
Okiahoma, to serve Amencan Indians. 
Throughout the country, boys started their  
o 	troops and recrutted their own adult 
leaders—or did without.  

This all hanpened before there was 
' 	 \\ 

an official American Scouting organization.  
There were no Boy Scouts of Amcrica, no . 

local councils, no cainps, or other facilhies. 
Those things would come later. 
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EmestThompson Seton (1860-1946) 
Cne of the experts Baden-Powell talked with im 1906 was 

;nest Thompson Seton, a B;tisb-born Canldhin citzen 
who'd recentiv foundecl the Society of Woodcraft Indians 
in Connecticut. 

Seton grew up on bis f  • 	 amily's Ontario farm and Liter 
worked for bis oder brotbers on a farm thev ran in 

Manitoba. He didn't care niuch for farming, hut he loved 
learning about nature down to the tiniest deta 	flnce, for 

examrie, be worked hy candle]ight to count eve 	oather on 
a grackle's wing. 

iveo hough farming did 
oLa 	old Seton's interest, art did. 

Seton taught - 	 A ta!ented artist, Seton studiecl art 

this tribe of 
' 	 iii 1 • ndon and New York City, and 

•'4 he quickiv estahhshecl htuiself as a 
neighborhood - 	 wil(.ilife arts.t in the 	1880s. 	iii 	1885, 

hoys everything e produced 1,000 mainmal draw- 
ings for tbe new Centu 	1 )tc:tiona', 

from identifying -- 	 and soon he began successfu!lv writ- 

birds to swimming -. 	ing about aninials—not just drawing 
them. lt was the success of bis 1898 

and canoeing. 
' 	 book Wild Ani700ls 1 Haue Knou'n, 

a coilection of sInnes he wrote 
about anirnat beroes and villains, 

From Seton's book Wild 	tbat allowed hirn to huild a small 
Animals / Have Known 	estate in Cos Coh, Connecticut. 

lt was there on bis Connecticut 
esttte in 1902 tbat Setons journey in Scouting began. lt started 
when he invited a group of neigbborhood hoys who tore down 
part of bis fence to camp on bis property over spring hreak. 
Seton, who was fascinated hy American Indian culture, declared 
the hovs a tribe, bad tbem elect their own leaders, an 	•ught 
tbern all sorts of Scouting skills. Soori that camp evol'. 	t don tbe 
Woodcraft Indians, wbich he launched in JuIv 1902. 

Four years later, Seton puhlisbed a hindbook for tbe group 
called Tltr Birrh-Bark Roll of thc' Woodcra/i Indians. He sent a 
copy to Barlen-Fowell, who used it as inspiration for bis own 
handbook and boys' prograrn. But that wouldn't be Seton's 
last connection with Scouting—it would be on!y the start. 
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Daniel Carter Beard (1850-1941) 
Tcn vears older than Seton, Daniel Carter Beard grew up 
in Covington, Kentucky, just across the Ohio River from 
Cincinnati. He loved the outdoors, and he spent long 
hours expioring the woods and dra\ving nature 
sketches. He also !oved heanng stories of American 
frontier life and coukl remember watching Conestoga 
wagons rolling West through Cincinnati. 

After working for awhile as an engineer and 
surveyor, Beard rnoved to New York City to attend art 
school. He provided illustrations for many books and 
rnagazines, incloding the first edition of Mark Twain' 
A C'onnecticru 'dinkee in Kdtg Arthur's Court in 1889. 

lt wag there in New York that a chance encounter on 
City street pushed Beard toward an interest in young people. 
One cold winter day, he happened on a group of newsboys- 
hoys who sold newspapers instead of going to school—sleeping 
on the pavement beneath a statue of Benjamin Franklin. 
That sight convinced hirn to hegin what he called his "lifelong 
crusade for American boyhood." 

In 1905, in tle pages of Recreation magazine, Beard 
created a boys' program called the Sons of Daniel Boone. 
lt taught many of the same camping and nature skills as 
Seton's Woodcraft lndians, but 

1 .7 used fronuer language instead 
lnclian terrns. Members organ3zed 	 -. 
thernselves in "forts" and "stockades" 	 - 	‚•‚ 

and took on the narnes of such 	 \ 
heroes as Daniel Boone (president), 
Rd Carson (treasurer), and Davy 	- 	-' 
Crcckett (secretary). 

When Beard moved to Pictoriel 
Review rnagazine after spending  
time at V,man's Horne Companior:, 
he renamed the group the Boy 	 - 
Pioneers of America. Then in 1909 	 r 
he puhlished a handbook, Boy 	 ‚ 

Pioneon,- and Sons of Daniel Boone. 
Just like Seton, Beard would soon  
play a role in the Scouting movernent.  

Setoi, Baden-Powell, and Beard 
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Boyce, the Birth of 
the BSA, and West 
In the earh: 1  9OK13. all 	-2i trograms were :tpping up to 
serve Am::s.an hovs-- :::: 	the Bov Sco:s. ihe Woodcraft 
Jr. .ns, and the Sons of Daniel F - ::e. Soon, a man named 

sturnble mm rhe ::ture an  
these i oftt: 	ito zhe Bov Scou:s :f Arneric:. :he 
countrvs lar -i::i± ::. 	iduring vouth organization. 

Wilhiam D. Boyce (1858-1929) 
WiUiam Dickson Bovce could :..: 	:::e 
dffrt from  

. .....................:.:tt  

not much of an outdoorsman. Ins:t J. he was 
a hardheaded businessm: 

After leaving the Per.:r:!vania farm where he 
had g:..n up. Br,:. established hiw.: 
ir. 	ecoming a sL.::t:jl 

tubiisher 	chicago. !.. 

1900s. hi .::tmav Bade was tht ..rgest weeklv 
in .:..:erica.  Helived in a 

mansion anti earned an estimarec 5O.00O 
a vear about 59.4 million in 20E ::llarsj. 

Bovc 	.iiev::. .n treating his newsboys right 
iot selli:: lewspapi;i :aught them 

a:c: . :sibiL: and :::nners anti i-lped prepare 
them ior future. 
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reason tor Boyce's success r One 

was the army of up to 30,000 
J newsboys he employed across 

4 the country. He felt responsible 
for their welfare and saw 

the work as a way they could 

gain valuable skills and 

become s&f-sufficient. 

in 1909, 9wce was in L-- .. - . prepi 	r an ±icar. 
safari, wlien . 1o3 his wav .: 	::': ...............f 	ut 1 

up and led hin,  to, his destinarion. Bovce offered hirn a 
tip. i:... 	hovJ :hned, ex'iing that he was iust dorng lus 
dailvt:::: :jrn Z 	BoScc 

JA- 

So  rnpressed bv the Scout rhat he decided r: 
te ft 	tr. He pi 	up a trunktul c 	:1. :ations at 

1 . ..............  z. 	t910, he ; rporate 	c. 	uts 

Despite his interest in 	Hvce ha 
"erest tn running quckv tu:. 
adership over to obirison, th€ 

: : 	 MCXs Intematic:. 
Cornrniuee in NE :-:•: 	:-ce agrec:E 	-- 	 rnv.: 	I:e 
BSA S:.oiXi per peraring :enst 
—provded zhai 	::s t ah races and rehg: .... 
be ml.:,..j—:: hat tas the extern cd 
his rncceTfldui, 



The Early Days of the BSA 
As Robinson and other prominent leaders worked to get 
the BSA organized, they reached out to Seton and Beard, 
along with two other men who'd started their own Scouting 
programs. All four agreed to merge their organizations into 
the BSA. 

Seton signed on as Chief Scout, while the other three 
agreed to serve as national commissioners. "Uncle Dan" 
Beard helpeil establish the outdoor skills that are still at the 
heart of Scouting, and Seton wrote a temporary 'nandbook 
that combined his Birch -Bark Rolf with Baden-Powell's 
Scouting for Boys. 

WESTE UNION 

REC 	

TEAM 
0Pffl,' T 17 2 H V li AV ~~jUE ,  N . 	COR ,  22D STAEH,  

n 1916, the U.S. Congress voted unanimously to give the BSA a federal charter, 
which would protect the program from such groups as William Randolph Hearst's 
United States Boy Scouts. 
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The organizers' most irnportant task, however, 
was 10 rind a permanent ieaiter for the BSA. 

The man they found bad a deep interest in the 
welfare of young peopli'--and virtually ne con 
tact with camping, nature, or other outdoor 
pursuits. His name was James E. West. 

James E. West (1876-1948) 
Orphaned at age 6 and crippled by tuberculosis, 

childhood. He had to fight for permission to 
: 	 James Edward West didnt have mucli of a 

attend school outside bis orphanage—and only 
hen if he kept up bis many chores. He worked 

‚ 	 IICIIU, LC1L1UGLI;t5 	 L..JLI IJIi 	 'LtItJUI 	 VVILII 	 IIWL1L)L' 

and then workmg his way through hw school.  

qqqwumwpl Not surprisingly, West focused on chi!dren's 

West is credited issues. He pushed für the creation of a juvenile court, 
with persuading worked for organizations like the YMCA and the Washington 
the BSA to add Plavground Association, and convinced President Theodore 
"brave, clean, Roosevelt 10 convene a chUdren's conference at the White House. 
and reverent" to 
the Scout Law. He even volunteered to detend a bov in court who had stolen 

bis car! 

Thc WeebtY '• 	 . 

Given bis background, West was a natural 
choice to serve as the first Chief Scout Executive. 
le agreed to take the job for up to six months 
nd staved on for 32 years. 

With 'West in place. the BSA was ready to 
grow from ii scattered collection of indepcndent 
troops into the country's largest and strongest 
youth organization. 

West appeared on the cover of TIME 
magazine, which did an article about 

the logistical challenges of the first 

national Scout jamboree in 1937. 

la 	This portrait of hirn, by Albert A. Rose, 

bad been comrnissioned by the BSA 

in honor of Wests 25 years as Chief 

-'l 	Scout Executive. 

 



Seated, left to nght are WaterW. Head, BSA national president Pmsident 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. and Chief Scout Executive James E.West m the Oval Office. 
This photo was taken dunng a radio address to the nation. annonac*ng Iii. 1937 
National Scout Jamboree 

Participants in the 1937 

National Scout Jambor 
gathered at the foot 
of ttie Washington 
Monument, There, tey 

paraded with hundreds 
of American flags. Thus, 
began a tradition that has 
continued at every subs 
quent national iambor 

1 

- : 

-! 	
M. 
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iIs1os&!AsIrsr.1usssIi 
lt would take many, many pages to trace the history of Scouting 
from 1910 until today. This chapter will highlight just a few of 
the key events that happened in each decade since the BSA 
was founded. 

1910s 
Scouting's Erst decade was a busy one. Boys' Life and Scouting 
magazines published their Erst issues. In addition, the BSA held 
its Erst national Good Turn (promoting a safe and sane Fourth 
of July), and the Order of the Arrow was founded. 

When World War 1 started, Scouts sprang into action. 
In support of the war effort, they accomplished the following: 

• Planted 12,000 victory gardens 

• Collected 100 railroad cars of nut hulls and peach pits for 
the manufacture of gas-masks 

• Located 21 million board feet of black walnut trees for 
gunstocks and airplane propeller 

• Distributed more than 300 million pieces of 
government literature 

• Sold more than $355 million worth of Liberty Loan bonds 
and war savings stamps (That's more than $7 billion in 
2012 dollars.) 

T 
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A Brief History of 
Boys' Life Magazine 
In 1911, George S. Barton of Somerville, 

Massachusetts, founded, edited, and pub-

Iished the first edition of Boys' Life, call-

Ing itthe "Boys' and Boy Scouts' 
Magazine:' He was not referring to the 

Scouts we know today, but to the three 

major competing Scouting organizations 
of the time: the American Boy Scouts, 

New England Boy Scouts, and the 

Boy Scouts ofAmerica. 

Barton's first issue of Boys' Life filled 

eight pages and was published in January 

1911. lt featured articles such as "Things All 

Scouts Should Know' about haversack packing and making a drinking-
water filter. However, very few of the 5,000 printed copies actually 

reached the public.The more commonly accepted first edition was pub-

lished in March 1911. lt featured 48 pages and a two-color cover. 

In 1912, Barton sold Boys' Life to the BSA for $6,000 ($1 for each 

subscriber).The first Boys' Life magazine edited by James E. West, 

then Chief Scout Executive, was the July 1912 issue. 

Barton listed two goals in starting Boys' Life: first, to give Scouts 
a publication they could call their own; and second, to place in the 

harids of all boys a magazine "which they will not be afraid to have 
their parents see them reading' 

Those goals are reflected in today's Boys' Life, with its mix of 

news, nature, sports, history, fiction, science, comics, and Scouting. 

The magazine, which turned 100 in 2011, continues to offer entertaining 
stories and useful information to help its Scout readers achieve rank 

advancements faster. 
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During WWI, Scouts sold more than $355 million worth of Liberty Loan bonds and war 
savings stamps. In today's currency, that would be worth more than $7 billion. 

What Are War Bonds? 
Wars are expensive to fight. By 1918, World War l was costing about 

$10 million an hour.To raise money for the war effort, the United 

States government borrowed from individual citizens by seWng them 

war bonds and stamps. An advertising Poster for Liberty Bonds read: 
"If you can't enlist—invest. Buy a Liberty Bond. Defend your country 

with your dollars! Scouts sold bonds under the slogan "Every Scout 

to Save a Soldier." 
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American Scouts started expioring the world during the 
1920s. Scouts from every state attended the First World 
Scout Jamboree in 1920. In 1923, the program that would 
become the Northern Tier National High Adventure 
Bases began in Minnesota. In 1928, Sea Scout Paul Siple 
accompanied Commander Richard E. Byrd on an 1 8-month 
voyage to Antarctica, starting a tradition that lives on in 
the BSA Antarctic Scientific Program. 

Paul Siple circa 1928 

A 

1 
	

A 

X7 

During the 1920s, the BSA also started reaching out to 
young people in the African American, Native American, 
Hispanic, and Japanese communities. The racist Ku Klux Klan 
attacked the BSA for serving blacks, Catholics, and Jews. 

22 	SCOUTING HERITAGE 



1930s 
The 9SOS zaw re;v opporuinities ior 
cinger hr 2ihers and oder Scts all 

ir 1930 , zhe Cub Sccut prograrn heg. 
i' 19 ;  ihe BS' creater 

o~der ne c4  e he 
nrograrn opuon. Senior Scouis in 

:roops ;vere ca!e Exprers. In 
Okahorna oirnan vaite Phi1Iip vedi: 

na:ing he ian1 that ater heanie mc 
Phi:nio:t Scout Ranch. 

The G:eat Depress ion gripned 
Aneica 	zhe decade Sczui :espended, 
heihg he in reed bv :oIIec-tng :S mUion irems c 

o:hing. household ur: hir.. food:uiT5, and supp l ies, 
The i -r naiona Scout -amboree vas held in 193 n the 

:ti.u' capita. in the hadow : the ahington Monurnen:. 
ne 3. atruee emove-i nistorca pageanis. tours ot 

hingion D.0 Iandrnark. a ihre,-ane hasehaI series 
benveen „he ishington Seua:rs and ;he Bos:on Red Scx, 
3pd a :evew hv Presiden: F:ankin Ii Roesevelt 
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ross the cuntry co -ed 10 million us 	x - 	ser,  
ed in stateside hespitals. 

194 Qs 
Te 

Trc famv. 

	

:e Ja 	 H 	:r 

gercv 	ers ei1 	caie 	 - 

f ar:d rei a-d H:n... 

	

prsaiior vs 	cer. wa 

::pra: 	vth he U:e-J S: 	- 	Cer,  

Du 	- uts 	cted nearly 26OOO tons o suap meter- 
potspans.e noId 	ttiatwoutdbetuniedr1towatpIanes 

24 	scouisG ETAGE 



- 	 - 

	

- f 	 — 	 •••;( 	

‚ 3 	- 

	

I 5 	 / 

AK 

Throughout ehe war, the BSA 
responded to 69 government requests for 
assistance. Scouts collected 210,000 tons 
of scrap metal, 590,0CT 	of wastepaps, 
and enough milkwee.1 	o make neai 
2 million lifejackets. ' ::[ ated 
millions of government p: rs, created 
184,000Victory gardens, aüd planted 
neariv 2 million trees Co replace those 
harvested for ihe war effort. 

These JapaneseAmerican Sc uts wem 
interned witn tt 	tamlUes at Hart 
Mountain Rekxation Center jr, Jyomin9 
dwing WWIL Here, they condu... 
ing flag t'aising ceremony 

derbv, which began in 1953. Bov Scouts 
also had the chance to participate in three 
national Scout jamborees. Explorers enjoved an expanded 
program ehat let ehem ex, : caree: and Tot: 

The pinewood derby, which was treafrd in 1Tt3 rr 
Cubmaster Don Murphy, remains one of Cub Scoutingts 
most popu 1 ar traditions. 

• 1 

1950s 
Ear!v in the 1950s, Scouting membership 
reached 3 million tor the first tüne. A few 
vears latern, as the first postw 
reached Cub Scout age, mem:'ersp 
began growing by 200,000 or more a year. 

Man' of those new Cub Scouts tried 
out a new activity called ehe pinewood 

7, 	ee 

 -: 

SCOIJTING HERTAGE 	25 



: 

1 	

!KV 
Many Scout nosps, mce this one from Los Angeles, forges strong 
musical traditons. 

Durng the 1950s, Scoitr partiopated :n several national 
Good Turns. Thev collected 2 million pounds of ciothing for 
domestic and foreign relief, distributed 1 million posters and 
30 million doorknob hangers as part of a getout4hevote 
campaign, and dehrered 40 million elnergency handbooks 
and 50.000 posters prepared by the Office of Civil 

c;ense \lohulization. 

19Üs 

Ofthel2men Y:e 1960s opened and closed with Scouting firsts. In 1960. 
John F. Kennedy became the f rt former Scout to be elected 

0 	d president of the United States. Nine vears later, Eagle Scout 
eventua lywalk Neil Armsreu2 	the first man to 	on th  moon, 

an the moo rt, fulfiHino :s:2 	edvs dream of s 	ing into space. 

11 were 

formerScouts 

rn E tennedy '. 
was the first fotmer 
Scout es become . 

presdentofthe 1 

Iinited States. " 
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F,-iralprogramtoexpandScouti ngbe~zondthe 
sihu:D4 Sc::::: s o u:ials crealed 	- ::nt Sccut centers xid 
'.voriJ aggre". . civ to hnnc -: - 11- -,  : -  urban areas—iJtr:::::'s 

- mLenng dr. ::iwi th gang  leaders  :: vin reeruits. 

ScoutuigiconWifliam 

shes a nure lesson with 
'- 	 S c ats frc r i flve nations at 

1 7 -. d 2amboree, 
wt ch F  BI - - hosted. 

1970s 
As the 1970s davned, BSA officials worried that Scouting was 
not in tune with the limes, so thev overhauled the Boy Scout 
program to put less emphasis on outdoor skills. The experiment 
didnt last long. In 1978, inc program returned to its roots with 
revised requirements. 

National Good Turns in the 1970s focused on the en-,virontnent, 
Tens of thousands of Scouting units started recycling programs 
and planted trees to fight erosion. On one dav ah 	- - 
Scouts coueeted rnnre thfl 1 million tons 31 litte;. 

AM 

- 	1t 
-- 

- 	- 	--' 	- 	 . 

— 4 

- - 	
:- 

These Scouts repair a footbridge across a mountain st - 
Conservation wodc bec i i ,  ie even more visible with the launching 
ofSccuting'sProject SC ) - R i.SaveOw-  AmencanResoirces}in 1970. 
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Inthe 1980s,  

ehe BSA began 

tackhng what te 

cal cd 'ehe fve 

unacceptables: 

hunger, drug abuse, 

child abuse 

illiteracy, and 

unemp oyrnent 

In 1981, ehe BSA 

Iaunched Trugs:  

iE 	 enture p rams grew during the 19'0s. 
In 1975, volunteers began a sailing program in Florida that 
wouid evolve into the Florida National High Adventure Sea Base, 

E 'e n since its earliest 
days, Sceuting has always 
welcomed memhei-s with 

: disabitities süd encouraged 
dr mainstream participa-

ei 3n in the prograni. 

A Deadly Garne 	1980s 
wh ch becarne T::e 1980s saw die creation of several enduring Scouting traditions. 

ehe nattons In 1981. the National Scout Jarnboree moved to Fort A.P Hill, 
Virginia, where the nexe eight amborees vould he held. 

argesedrug-abuse In 1982, a nev Scout uniform created hv fashion designer 

educ: carnpagn. Oscar de la Renta appeared: \vhh minor changes lt would 
remain the official uniform unnl 2008. Then in 1988, the BSA 

Scouting for Food National Good Turn, which 
:::Ylion conlainers of food in its first vear alone. 

. 	 ‚ 

coursef 	 ge- -,ieszipline!;,andchallengessuchasthisfidgettadder.  
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In 1982, Alexander Holsinger of 
Normal, Illinois, became the millionth 
Eagle Scout. 

In 1988, the BSA introduced the Scouting for 
Food National GoodTum, 

Venturers, circa 1998 

t 

‚ 

'Tr 

j4 

Two Scouting programs got their start in the 1980s, 
Tiger Cubs began in 1982, and Varsity Scouting was 
officially adopted in 1984. 

k ffigrir 
The biggest event of the 1990s was the creation 
of Venturing, a program for young men and 
young women, which took in the parts of the 
Exploring program that weren't career-related. 
Exploring became the worksitebased part of 
Learning for Life, which also includes the 
BSA's school-based programs. 

After the breakup of the Soviet Union, the 
BSA began helping to restart the Russian Scouting 
movement, which had been outlawed after ehe 
Russian Revolution in 1917. In 1993, the BSA's 
World Friendship Fund helped produce a new 
Russian Scout handbook. 

Scouting's long-standing comrnitment Co 
the environment took a big step forward in 1998, 
when ehe BSA adopted Leave No Trace as its 
guideline for protecting the environment while 
conuuciing outuoor acuvines. 

In 1998, the BSA adopted Leave No Trace guidelines 
for protecting the environment while conducting all 
outdoor activities, including horseback riding. 



1 

Äg 

2000s 
The Boy Scouts of America reached a notable milestone in 2000 
when the 100-million th Scout was registered. 

Scouts in action with a Good Turn for America 

In 2084, the BSA created the Good 
Turn for America program, joining forces 
with the Salvation Army, the American 
Red Gross, and Habitat for Humanity to 
address the issues of hunger, homelessness/ 
inadequate housing, and poor health. 

The decade's biggest service project 
was ArrowCorps 5  (pronounced "arrow core 
five"). During the summer of 2008, some 
3,800 members of the Order of the Arrow 
contributed more than $5 million worth 
'f labor on behalf of five national forests. 

;t was the BSA's largest national service 
nroject since World War II and the largest 
such project ever to benefit the U.S. 
l orest Service. 

In 2008, Scouts worked long, hard hours 
on the Order of the Arrow's monumental 
service project, ArrowCorps5 . 
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The Boy Scout 
Handbook, l3th 
edition 

Late in the decade, the BSA began planning 
for a new permailent location for the national 
Scout jamboree and a new high-adventure base. Both 
can now he found at the Sununit Bechtel Family 
National Scout Reserve in West Virginia. In 2016 the 
BSj\ 	Hlished the 13th edition of the Boy Scout 
Handbook, a book that will inspire the Scouts who 
will wri te the story of Scouting's second century. 

--04 Boy, 

!oi June 200, Anthony Thomas of 

Lakeville, Minnesota, became the 

two-millionth Eagle Scout, Anthony, 

who was adopted frorn Korea, counseled 

Korean adoptees at a Korean cultural 

camp and also assisted with Hurricane 

Katrina restoration in New Orleans. 
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Scouting for Every Age 
When Scouting began, there was just one program—Boy 
Scouting—which served boys ages 12 through 17. That soon 
changed, however, as the BSA began developing programs 
first for teens and then for younger boys. 

Boy Scouting 
Pick up the 1911 Handbook für Boys, and 	will find a you 

A 

program that is pretty similar to today's Scout program. 
From its earliest days, Boy Scouting featured the same basic 
advancement program, troop structure, Ieadership positions, 
and focus on outdoor skills. 

That is not to say that things have stayed exactly the 
same, however. In fact, many details have changed over 
the years. 

Advancement 
riginaily, Tenderfoot, Second Class, and First 
Ciass were considered the only ranks. There 
was no Scout badge, and Life Scout, Star 

Scout, and Eagle Scout (in 
that order!) were special 

awards that First Ciass 
Scouts could receive 

für earning extra 
merit badges. 
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The list of merit badges 
has changed many times to reflect 
changes in Scout skills, hobbies, and 
career interests. Early Scouts could 
earn merit badges in signaling, staik-
ing (tracking), and taxidermy- 
in addition to such newfangled topics 
as automobiling and aviation. Scouts 
in the 1930s could earn a dozen or so 
merit badges related to agriculture, 
including Beef Production, Corn 
Farming, and Farm Layout and 
Building Arrangements. In the 
1960s, as times changed, Atomic 
Energy (now Nuclear Science), 
Computers (now Digital Technology), 
Electronics, and Space Exploration 
were introduced. 

Boy Scouts in uniform, circa 1928 

You can see a list of all the merit badges ever offered, along with 
the dates they were introduced and/or discontinued, at 
http://usscouts.org/mb/history.asp.  

d 	:‚ 

(:1 
b 

Beekeeping 	 Metals Eigweerrng 	 Marksm,hip 
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From time to time, advancernent requirernents are rnodified to keep 
up with changing trnes. Für example, starting in 2014, the Cooking 
merit badge is required to earn the Eagle Scout rank. Eage Scout carn 
didates can also now choose between earning the Environmental 
Science or Sustainabihty merit badges.Todays Scouts can select frorn 
a wide range of more than 130 merit badge topics. Chess, Garne 
Design, Geocaching, Inventing, Kayaking, Programming, Robotics, 
Scouting Heritage, Scuba Diving, Search and Rescue, Sustainability, 
andWelding have all been introduced since 2009. 

Joining Requirements 
At first, boys had to be 12 years old Co join a Boy Scout troop. The minimum age 
was lowered to 11 in 1949, and in 1972 completion of the fifth grade was added as 
an option. Today, you must have completed the fifth grade and be at least 10 years 
old, or be 11 years old, or have earned the Arrow of Light Award in Cub Scouting 
and be at least 10 years old to join a troop. 

For most of ehe BSA's history, youth had to complete the Tenderfoot rank 
requirements to become fulIfledged Scouts. In 1972, however, a new set of joining 
requirements appeared. Prospective Scouts now had to understand ehe Scout Oath, 
Law, motto, slogan, salute, sign, handclasp, badge, and ehe Outdoor Code and com-
plete a personal growth agreement conference (what we now call a Scoutmaster 
conference). Starting in 1978, Scouts who completed ehe joining reguirements 
received the Boy Scout badge (which was not a rank, by the way). 
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In 1984, the BSA introduced Varsity Scouting, a 
variation of Boy Scouting aimed at boys ages 14 
but not yet 18 years old. Varsity Scouting uses 
sports terminology and offers high-adventure 
activities geared for older Scouts. Varsity Scouts 
use the same advancement program as Boy 
Scouts, but they can also earn the Denali Award. 

Sea Scouts, Exploring,Venturing, 
and Othervoung..Adult Programs 

The development of Scouting is pretty straightforward, 
but ehe development of ehe BSA's programs for older Scouts 
has more twists and turns than a detective novel. 

Sea Scouts 
The first older-youth program, Sea Scouting, came Co the United 
States in 1912, when Arthur A. Carey of Massachusetts started 
a Sea Scout group using his schooner, ehe Pioneer. The program 
limped along until Commander Thomas J. Keane of Chicago 
took over in 1922. 

Keane revamped the program, introducing an advancement 
program that included four ranks: Apprentice, Ordinary, Ahle, 
and Quartermaster. This system is still in use today. 

Sea Scouting became knowri as Sea Expioring in 1949, 
but the program didn't change much. A couple of important 
things pened in 1971. First, girls were allowed Co become 

Expiorers. Second, 
Che program expanded to 
nclude powerboats and 

	

- 	 other aquatic activities like 
V 	' 	cuba diving, water-skiing, 

	

.. 	

and oceanography. 

Afl 

Eariy Sea Scouts in action 
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The Sea Prornise (introduced in 1920) 
As a See Scout promse u du my best 

Tu gued aghns 	ter accdents; 

Tu knuo; the ucauun and proper use of the hfesasung devices un eery 

heut1 beere; 

Tu he prsuared tu runder a;d tu these m nend; 

Tu sees tu oreserve tne motto uf tue sec, tVu men and chhdren rstt 

In 1998, See Expioring became part of 
''cou;ttnc orogram, auf the 

this tirne 	Sea 
u s1 :he equivalent of packs 

ccc. troops)  in comrnuitt:es 
ccu- ss Arnebcc far from oceau 	er 
um•jr ri ..  veers, See Scouts 
from around the coumm compete in the 
\Vjllc:u J. 	tcch tute .... ....u:uI See Scout 
Cup. SO. 	:flt. 

Sea Scouts also began in 

England. Baden-Powell's older 

brother, Warrington, wrote the 

first Sea Scout Manual, basing 

the program on the traditions 

of the sea. 
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Explonng 
In 1935, the BSA created a program called Explorer Scouts as 
one option in Senior Scouting. lt offered to older Boy Scouts 
a land-basc.' alter: .:vc :o Sei. Scout::. 

Exrlr:rcr Scci:s Lt:allv v::e thc s:me uniform as Bov 
Scou:.:i.:ugh lt featured an Explorer Scout, BSA" strip 

right pokc:. In the 1940s, a fores-c:ee:; uniform was 
Expiorer Scout units began to oc called posts 

- 	
Explorer Scouts got their 
advancement prcam 
44. The tour ran:.s-
ntice, Wc:J :in, 
ersman, and Ranger- 

cdec to the tour ranks 

	

4 	 In 1949, Explorer Scouts 
simply E: 

	

rogran1 s 	was 
expanded to inciude social 

a—i
. 	activLc - . 	:cc opportu::::as, 

	

- 	 ig, 

tl:c 
program w  

i 	bea 	as: 

4 	tional 	3 1 

fitness. \'ore ancl i::r; 
.......................... 

/ to sr'e' 	ze in spc; 
> 	or.- r:r. 

A couple of important t -- 's 
happened in 	First, Exr .... 

	

rULICE 	
hecame coeduc:;:nal. will: 

Scand, the etrzgl 
upp€ 	:c- 	:asa:I frov. 	20, allowing 

mar"  
The biggcs: ch2::c 	E:r:::;::c 	: ::::98. That :cr, 

	

Exph:r: 	;:.cd irno two cc::L: 	.. cparate programs: 
\enturrc Expioriiig to:: in thc c-cr-::ented 

the san: :me, Venturirc :aok 1:: :h :-:s that 
f --  :s 	an the outdoors or that 	a:zociated ':: 1 church 

groups or Scout troops. 
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AK Scoufl o,ta 1940s 

Air Scouts 

In 1942, the BSA ntnduced Air Scoita, 
wafocuse alternative w 

:uts and ExIorer Scous Sjuadons 
St:zs weren't aowed to actuaiv 

bii: thev iearaed all abovt aircraft. 
weathen radio corn :nica:ions and rn::• 

t iSLAir Snts had a e::r-1eve! 
advancemern program: App:erti:e. 
Obsever. Craf:snian, and Ace. In 194, 7, 
ratngs ;vere added to recognize 
speciaiized knowledge. 

‚.!tlr Scouts became Air Explorers in 1949 In 966, die  
:ogam becarne Aviaticn E':;lonng and staned focusing 

more 	:neer e!o:ation than advancenient. 

‚#\ Venturuig 

enioned eariier. Vemunng was officiallv 
:reaed in 199S, although lt :races its roois 
ack w Scouting's ea:Iiesz davs. In Venruring 

crews r Sea Scout ships. young aduits have 
pno -tunities to advance :heir skihs and 

know!edge in :he areas of high adventure. spors, ans. hobbies, 
eIigious hie. and Sea Scouts. 

: 

' 	t_., 	.... 

' 

!tI,I ::i :.i,_'e-I 



in Sea Scouting, the Ordinary rank is the equivalent of the Bronze 
Award, the Able rank is the equivalent of the Gold Award, and the 
Quartermaster rank is the equivalent of the Silver Award. 

Venwrers mav work on hree mar awards: he Bronze 
Äward. zhe GokI Award. and uheSiLer Award. \vhlch is zhe 
programs highesi award. Oher Venturing awards re'zogdze 
seciaI achievemem in outdoor skdis .h€ :nger Award, 

r 
	soor:s the Ques Award • , arid reiigio 	TRUST Award. 

wir 

Rover Scouts 
Starting around 1928, an imported British program called Rover Scouts 
appeared in the United States. Designed to serve young people who 
were too oid to be Expiorer Scouts, Rover Scouts became an official 
BSA program in 1933.The program didn't last very long, in part because 
many of the young men who were eligibte to be Rover Scouts were off 
at college or—after 1941 —fighting in World War Ii. 

Cub Scouts 
age group die BSA addressed was vs too young o 

Scoutüng. lntroduced in 1930, fuh Scouting would 
evemuailv become the higgest se mcm of Scoudng 

Wolf Cubs began in England in 1916. when BadenPowdll 

* 	ruhlished The Vbff Cuhs Hzndfsk. Baden-Po'xeii's prograrn 
drew heavilv on die characters and symbols in The Jurrgk' 
fkxsk, which bis friend Rudvard Kipling bad wriuen in 1694. 
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Like Boy Scouting, Wolf Cubs quickly jumped the Atlantic, 
but unofficially. In 1925, the BSA began planning an official 
American version, which was launched in 1930. American Cub 	At first, ehe term 
Scouting retained much of the flavor of Kipling's Jungle Book. 	Webelos« came 
But thanks to Ernest Thompson Seton, who helped to develop 
Cub Scouting in the United States, lt also emphasized American 	from ehe first 
Indian lore. 	 leiters of ehe 

At first, Cub Scouts advanced from Bobcat (for all new 
members) Co Wolf rank (age 9), Bear (age 10), and Lion (age II), 	Cub Scout ranks 

and then joined a Boy Scout troop at age 12. The joining age was (Wolf, Bear, and 
dropped by a year in 1949 and again in 1986, and in 1988 the 
Webelos Scout program was expanded Co two years. (1'hat program, 	Lion) and Scout. 

which featured a distinctive uniform and a set of 15—later 20— 	When the Lion 
activity badges, had replaced the Lion program in 1967.) 

rank was dropped, The Arrow of Light Awani became Cub Scouting s highest 
award in 1978. That year, five ranks were established: Bobcat, 	the meaning was 
Wolf, Bear, Webelos, and Arrow of Light Award. 	 chan ed to "WEIl 

In 1982, the Tiger Cub program for 7-yearold boys was 
introduced. At first, Tiger Cubs functioned separately from the 	BE LOyal Scouts." 
Cub Scout pack. But in 2001 Tiger Cub groups became Tiger Cub 
dens that were a part of the pack just like other Cub Scout dens. 

id  

The Cub Promise (original three-line version introduced in 1930): 

1, (name), promise to do my best 

To be square and 	 1 

To obey the Law of the Pack 

The line "to do my duty to God and 
my country" was added in 1950, and the 
old-fashioned phrase "to be square" was 
replaced with "to heip other people" in 1972. 	 : 	1 





MiVfE S 

For many Scouts, a trIp to a BSA highadventure base represents 
the ultimate Scouting adventure. Others enjoy the chance to 
meet Scouts from around the country at a national Scout 
jamboree or Scouts from around the globe at a world jamboree. 
These high-adventure opportunities are an important part of 
Scouting's heritage. Many date back to Scouting's earliest years. 

*1:rrz'wr4'li1t 
Today, the Boy Scouts of America operates highadventure 
programs at four locations: the Northern Tier National High 
Adventure Program in Minnesota, Philmont Scout Ranch in 
New Mexico (including the Double H High Adventure Base), 
the Florida National High Adventure Sea Base in the Florida 
Keys, and the Paul R. Christen National High Adventure Base 
at the Summit Bechtel Family National Scout Reserve in 
West Virginia. 

Each year, more than 50,000 Scouts and Venturers partici-
pate in these programs--with 20,088 more on waiting lists. 

Over the years, the BSA has also operated 
Hgh-adventure bases in Kentucky and Maine. 
(The latter base is now run by the Katandin 
Area Council.) 

Many BSA locai councfls also run high-adven 
ture prograrns. Visit http:!usscuuts.org/ha/ha.asp 
for a directory. 
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response to 

"HolyRy" is 

"Red-eye," which 

crews call their 

lunchtme drinks 

after a term used 

by early loggers in 	• 	' 

the area. 

WORZZENzow 

Northem Tier National High Adventure Program 
In 1923, the Hibbing Area Council in Minnesota began 
organizing canoe trips into the Boundary Waters along 
ehe U.S.-Canada border. Three years later, the BSA's 
Region X took over the program. lt then became known 
as the Region X Canoe Trails and later the Region X 
Wilderness Canoe Trips. 

- At first, ehe canoe prograrn didn't have a permanent 
home. Instead it started at various locations near the town 
of Ely. That changed when a lodge was built on ehe shore of 
Moose Lake. Dedicated on May 17, 1942, it was named for 
Charles L. Sommers, longtime chairman of ehe Region X 
Committee, as well as a canoe trip organizer, participant, and 
avid supporter. 

Wiehin a few years, the base was renamed the Charles L. 
Northern Tier Sommers Wilderness Canoe Base, In 1972, it became part of 
canoeists offen ehe BSA's national high-adventure program. 

hail each other 
Today, the Sommers Canoe Base is just one of three bases 

that are part of the Northern Tier National High Adventure 
by shoutng Program. Northern Tier also includes the Donald Rogert Canoe 

—h ev 	V 	e Base in Atikokan, Ontario, and the Northern Expeditions Canoe 
Base in Bissett, Manitoba—a site best reached by float plane, 

name of a rye Although names and locations have changed over ehe 

cracker popuiar years, Northern Tier offers today's Scouts a wilderness experi- 
ence much like that enjoyed by the Scouts of the 1920s. With 

wiCh crews in the the support of an Interpreter (sometimes called a "Charlie 

1950s and 1960s, Guide"), crews paddle and poreage through miles of unspoiled 
wilderness, enjoying fresh fish, succulent blueberries, and 

The proper great fellowship. 
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Philmont Scout Ranch 

Early in 1938, BSA president Walter W. Head received a surpris 
ing letter. lt was written by an Oklahoma oilman named Waite 
Philiips, who owned a 300,000acre ranch near Cimarron, 
New Mexico. The successfui businessman wanted to give a 
large piece of this ranch to the Boy Scouts of America. Scout 
officials—including Mr. Head and Chief Scout Executive James 	CAON NM. 

E. West—visited Phillips' Philmont Ranch and were quickly 
captivated by the land and its potential. 

On Oct. 20, 1938, the National Executive Board formally 
accepted Phillips' gilt of 35,857 acres of land, along with 
$50,000 for use in building a camp. They decided to call the 
new camp Philturn Rockymountain Scoutcamp, a name that 
would memorialize Phillips' good turn to Scouting. 

in RANCU 

..j 	•: 

r 
- 	 '  

:', 	'fld 	 - 
Zig~- 	' . 'nt'd by th e 	.; 

-t 	 4-•BOJ s . 	 'J \inri 

ye
—  

The original entry gate to Philmont Ranch 	rIK ‚ 

• 	. 	--.---. 

Philmont, circa 1938 
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Waite Phillips 

also donated the 

23-story Philtower - 

Building in Tulsa, 
. 	 .'. 

Oklahoma, so that . 	 . 	 . 

the rental income . 	 ' .. 	.. 	.. 
; 

from the building 
r 

could help pay . 	 t 
for camp Villa Philmonte 

improvements. Phillips retained the rest of his ranch, which included his 
palatial summer home, the Villa Philmonte. He often rode his 
favorite horse, Gus, up to the new Scout camp to watch the 
Scouts in action, and he liked what he saw. In fact, he liked it 

Much ofwhat so much that in 1941, he gave the BSA another 91,538 acres of 

Philhps earned he 
land, including the Villa Philmonte, four lodges in the Sangre 

. 	 . de Cristo Mountains, and the buildmgs and facihties at ranch 
gave away—and headquarters. With the new gift, Philturn Rockymountain 

not just to the BSA. Scoutcamp becarne Philmont Scout Ranch. 
Early programs at Philmont involved long-term camping 

His 72-room at sites like Ponil, Philturn's original headquarters. Those sites 

mansion in Tulsa is served as starting points for hiking and horseback riding, along 
with more than 200 miles of trails. By 1956, however, Philmont 

nowthe Philbrook was specializing in 12-day backpacking treks. For more than a 

Museum of A, decade, crews could plan their own itineraries. Then in 1969 
a system of preplanned itineraries was introduced. With some 

and he left millions changes, it is still in use today. 
of dollars to 

charities and 

colleges in 

both Oklahoma 

and California. 

ii 
A vjew of Philmont'sTooth of Time 
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Florida National High Adventure Sea Base 
In 1975, a group of volunteers from Miami and Atlanta 

developed a sailing program in the waters around the 
7' >' 	lorida Keys. For nie first few vears, Sam Wampler, who 

vas ehe South Florida Council's camping director, ran ehe 
rogram in his spare time—using bis station wagon and 

• - j 	a warehouse as the headquarters. In 1979, \Vainpler 
became the first full-time director of what was then called 

Ehe Florida Gateway Co High Mventure. 
A grant of 81.3 milhon from the Fleischmann Foundation 

funded ehe 1979 purchase of ehe old Tollgate Inn motel and 
marina on Lower Matecumbe Key, about haifwav between 
Miami and Kev West. In 1980, ehe facility opened with a new 
name: ehe Florida National High Adventure Sea Base, 

In 1982, Ehe BSA was given an untouched, uninhabited 
island off Big Pine Key called Big Munson Island. The addition 
of ehe Brineon Environmeital Center on Summerland Kev in 
2001 oifered irnproved access to ehe Island and gave the base a 
second lumping-off point for activities. 

Today, the Florida National High Adventure Sea Base ofiers 
11 different programs in the Florida Kevs and ehe Bahamas. 
Bach year, thousands of visitors enoy sailing, scuba diving, 
fisbing, swimming, snorkehng, "d camping. 

‚1 

TheFlorV 'ationaIF-Ad'. -:.v3SeaEasetoday 
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Su"tm 
Summit Bechtel Famity National Scout Reserve 
The BSAs newest high-adventure base is ehe result of another 
donation. Through bis charitable foundation, Distireguished 
Eagle Scout Stephen D. Bechtel Jr. donated S50 million to the 
BSA to create a huge Scoueing paradise in ehe mountains of 
West Virginia, The Summit Bechtel Family National Scout 
Reserve opened in 2013, becoming home to ehe Paul R. Christen 
National High Adventure Base, the James C. Justice National 
Scout Camp, and the permanent home of the national Scout 
jamboree. as weil as providing facihties for cuttingedge youth 
and adult leadership training. 

Located ort 10,600 acres adiacent Co ehe Nev River Gorge 
National River area, the Summit offers access to incredihle out-
door terrain in the Appalachian Mountains that provides a 
home for some of ehe world's best whitewater rafting, rock 
climbing, and mountain biking. 

mm 
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In addition Co its outdoor adventure, the Summit offers 
lessons in sustainability. The BSA has pledged to work toward 
a "net zero" property, meaning the Summit will produce as 
much energy as it uses, use minimal water, treat wastewater 
without chemicals, and recycle and compost waste. The goal is 
for the Summit to be the most environmentally friendly BSA 
camp on Earth. 

National and World Jamborees 
Some Scouts seek highadventure opportunities in ehe solitude 
of the Boundary Waters, the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, ehe 
Guif of Mexico, er the New River Gorge. For others, the ulti-
mate Scouting adventure is spending 10 days with thousands of 
other Scouts at a national er world jarnboree. 

L 

‚W4 

:'l 

4 

To find out how you can attend a future national 

jamboree, contact your local council.You can learn 

more about national upeoming world jamborees at 

www.scout.org/jamboree.  
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World Scout Jamborees 
Once Scouting began to spread throughout the British Empire 

The world Scout and beyond, Baden-Powell saw how it could foster understand- 
jamboree returns ing hetween people of different countries. In 191 7—three years 

totheUnitod 
into World War 1—he wrote, "lt is not too much to hope that in 

 the years to come, with increasing numbers joirnng this frater- 
States in 2019 with nity in the coming generation, they will unite in personal 

the Scout organi- friendship and mutual understanding such as never before and 
thus find a solution to these horrendous international conflicts." 

zations of Canada Baden-Powell started planning for an international gather- 

and Mexico 	- 
ing of Scouts as early as 1913. He wanted it to coincide with 
the lOch anniversary of ehe Brownsea Island encampment, bot 

ing the BSA as the event had to wait until 1920—two years after the end of 

co-hosts. World War 1. That summer, 8,000 Scouts frorn 21 countries 
and 12 British dependencies arrived in London for the first 
jamboree (an American slang term Baden-Powell chose that 
means "noisy celebration or merrymaking"). The Scouts, 
including 301 Americans, enjoyed eight days of Scouting 
garnes, exhibitions, and parades. 

The jarnboree's highlight came during an August 6 gather- 
ing of the participants. When Baden-Powell rose to speak, a 
Scout in the audience shouted, "Long live the Chief Scout of 
the World!" Thousands of other Scouts took up the call, and 
Baden-Powell was officially crowned the first—and only—Chief 
Scout of the World. 

Since the 1920 event, world jamborees have been held 
roughly every four years in locations around the globe (including 
the United States in 1967). Jamborees were suspended during 

World War 11, however, and 
‚ 	 the 1979 jamboree in Iran 

due 4 	 1?. 	vas canceled 	to the revo- 
lution in that country. In 2011, 

'1 
-- 

3 	
!: 	 the 22nd World Scout 

- 	 Jamboree was held in 
Sweden. lt was the largest 

- 	 world jamboree yet, with 

- :- 	40,061 Scouts and leaders 
-. 	. 	 raT 146 countries attending. 

Japan hosted the 23rd 
- - 	

\Vi d Scout Jamboree 
in 2015, 

The 22nd World Scout Jamboree, Sweden, 2011 
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National Scout Jamborees 
Based on ehe success of early world jamborees, the BSA 

began planning its own jamboree. This first national jamboree 
was to be held in Washington, D,C, in 1935 Co mark the 
25th arniversarv of American Scouting. Unfortunatev, jes 
iwo weeks before the event, an outbreak of polio—for 
there was not vet a vaccine—forced the event's cancellation. 

Two vears later in 1937, the iamboree was finaliv held, 
bringing together 27,232 Scouts and leaders from every state 
and 24 foreign countries. The jamboree was headquartered near 
the Washington Monument with carnpsites spread around the 
Tidal Basin and on nearby Columbia Island, 

World War II delayed the next national jamboree until 
1950, when 47,163 Scouts and leaders desce: 	on ValIev 
Forge, Pennsvlvania. Since ehen, nationa :::c:ees have been 
held roughly every four years at locations arc::..i. he country. 
From 1981 through 2010, Fort A.P. Hill, V:iia, served as ehe 
jamboree's home. WL tt.::  :213 tional Scout Jamboree, ehe 
event moved to its n::; 	T' 	 West Virginia. 

.....
. 	

. 	 .: 

‚. J2 

T ee-wheeling at the 2013 
ationaI Scout Jamboree 

In 1973, tor the 

first and only time, 

the national 

jamboee'.s 

hold i" 

Iocatios: Farragut 

StatePe'k i 

Idaho a'id Jrar:a 

State Park in 

Pennsylvania. 

The cornbjned 

attendance 

was 73,610. 
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Preserving Scouting 
Heritage 
In tue oart cemurv. the Bov Sccuir of America has produce-d 
c-ntiess hanibooks, uniforms. paiches, pinz, coins, calendars, 
statueues. nocketknives. backpacks. cameens, and other hems 
couts have apt'eare ort T-shirts and coffee mugs, in comic strips 

md feature flhns, and as action figures and bohblehead dolK 
Coilecting items reIated to Scauting hiszorv ran he an 

eniovable hohhv So ran hearing the stories of who 
were invoived in Scouting before vou were born—whether 
thev are members L)i vour own familv er part ei vour Scout 
mit or communitv. 
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The International Scouting Collectors Association 
ffers a series of free articies on getting started 

in collectinr 	www.scouttrader.org/coltectingi.  

!akes Scourrj 

Pep1e;vae. 	::.:Tieni. 

cubbok, circa 1930 SOJt- Stng 
- 	 rare. Fr exanre, a tnn 1.rom .ne  :n:ee 

Na:ana 	kau: J 	naree ar 	 ne- 

:r 	Bade 	P:we 	 r:e=ra; 	er 

aahe ecae 	sh 	vi::•. Scr 

zi 	ke drning an enier : H:a:zx 

a: incrn 

-:: rank rea:;: 	tave 

• 	 and;vk. 	:tan'nes 

L 

L -,1 
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Still other memorabilia is 
valuable because you have a 
personal connection to lt, such 
as your own merit badge sash. 
If you are lucky enough to have 
your grandfather's merit badge 
sash, for example, theo you have 
quite a treasure indeed—one that 
you will wallt to take very good  
care of and keep. 

You may have already 
started your own Scouting 
memorabilia collection without 
realizing lt. Do you have a drawer 
toll of Scout T-shirts or a shoebox full of camp or Order of the 
Arrow patches? Those items are important because each has a 
story to teil. As time goes on, these items may represent special 
memories that money cannot buy—priceless moments that you 
will treasure for years to come. 

When you own a piece of Scouting memorabilia, you have 
a responsibility to take care of lt. That means protecting it 
from things that can damage and destroy it—including your 
OWfl hands. 

Human hands produce oils that are acidic and can damage 
paper and cloth collectibles, so lt's a good idea to always wash 
your hands before handling the items in your collection. You 
may even want to wear white cotton gloves, especially when 
handling very fragile items. And be sure to keep your collection 
away from food and drinks. 

The environment where you store or display your collection 
can also cause damage. 'ny to avoid prolonged exposure to 
sunlight, which can quickly cause colors to fade. Also, don't 
store your collection in a place where the temperature and 
humidity level frequently change, such as your basement, 
attic, or garage, or near chemicals. 

One good way to store your collection is to keep it in 
one or more stackable plastic bios in an interior closet. 
These bins, which don't need to be airtight, can be found at 
most discount stores. Lay items fiat inside, and put heavier 
items 00 the bottom. 

To keepthese 

memories intact, 

consider jotting 

down a sentence 

ortwoto gowith 

each item just 

to refresh your 

memory about 

the experiences 

that went along 

with them. 

Be sure the 

protective sleeves 

you use are made 

of polyester film 

and are advertised 

as "acid free," 

because acid and 

other chemicals 

can be harmful to 

your collectibles 

over time. 
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Of course, you won't want Co always keep your collection 
tucked away in your closet. When you get ready Co display it, 

-. do so in a way that doesn't cause darnage. Rather than glue 
patches to the pages of an album, for example, purchase vinyl 

j: CTI album pages with separate pockets for ehe patches (similar Co 

- - what baseball-card collectors use). You can also keep items in 
separate zip-top bags. Then slip a card inside each bag with 

- details about the item. 
If possible, only use collecting supplies that are labeled 

acid- and PVC-free or "archival quality." And never apply tape, 
glue, labels, or staples directly Co your collectibles. 

For more information on cataloging, evaluating, and 
displaying your collection, see the Colleetions merit 
badge pamphlet. 

The National Scouting Museum 
The experts on collecting, storing, and displaying Scouting 
memorabilia work are at the National Scouting Museum at 
Philmont Scout Ranch in Cimarron, New Mexico. The museum, 
ehen called ehe Johnson Historical Museum, opened in North 
Brunswick, New Jersey, in 1959. lt moved Co Murray, Kentucky, 
in 1986, and in 2002 it was relocated Co Irving, Texas, next Co 
the BSA's national office. The museum moved to its present 
location at Philmont in 2018. 

The museum houses more than 600,000 Scouting 
artifacts—from tiny lapel pins to a red convertible Geo Storm 
MTV pace car that was built by a Michigan Explorer post. 
Among its most significant holdings are papers from Scouting 
foundeis Robert Baden-Powell, James E. West, and Ernest 

Thompson Seton, the first Eagle Scout 
badge ever awarded, and dozens of oil 
paintings by Norman Rockwell and 
Joseph Csatari. 

There's more to ehe museum than 
- 	static exhibits, however. Visitors can 

- 

	

	- meet an animatronic version of Lord 
Baden-Powell; race pinewood derby cars: 

- 

	

	see typical campsites from ehe early 1900s, 
the 1950s, and toda; and participate in 

. 	 a simulated mountain rescue adventure. 
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:::::seum 

1 houses the world's 

largest collection 

of RockweWs 

Scouting paintings. 

Toleammore 

aboutthe National 

At the National Scouting Museum, visitors can bee exhibits like Scoutrng Museum, 
this modei of Normen Rockwell with paintbrush in hand. call 575-376-1136 

or go to www. 
Other Scouting Museums 

ph3lmontscoutranch. 
There's only one National Scouting Museum, but many local 
councils and other groups have created Scouting museums 	orglMuseums. 
across the country and around the globe. Some fit into small 
rooms in council service centers, while others house hundreds 
of thousands of items. 

Vour Scout leaders can probabiy teil you ifthere isa Scouting historian 
or memorabilia collector in your council or a museum near you. 
Whether you decide to visit with a collector or see an exhibt, be sure 
you have your parent's permission, counselor's approvai, and go with 
a buddy.To find a local Scouting museum, check this webste: 
www.usscouts.org/scoutmuseums.asp.  

Collecting Scouting Mernories 
Requirements 5 and 8 for the Scouting Heritage merit badge ask 
you to interview several people who were involved in Scouting 
in the past. Talking with these people can open a window into 
Scouting heritage in ways an old Scout handbook or a patch 
collection never could. 
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Prepanng for Interviews 
For your interviews to be effective, you need to be prepared. 
Before you meet with a subject, develop a list of questions that 
you want to ask. Newspaper reporters learn 10 ask questions in 
six categories—who, what, when, where, why, and how—and 
lt's a good idea to cover all of those areas. 
Start your list with basic factual questions: What troop were 
you in? When did you join? Where did it meet? What rank did 
you achieve? Then, move on 10 questions like these: 

• Why did you join Scouting? 

• What is your favorite memory of your time in Scouting? 

• What was your best camping trip? Your worst? 

• Did you ever go to a jarnboree or on a high-adventure trip? 
Please describe it. 

• Did you participate in any major service projects in Scouting? 
Teil mc about thern. 

• What was the hardest thing you ever did in Scouting? 

• Teil mc about your Scoutmaster (or other Scout leader). 

• What fun traditions did your troop have or places you hked 
to go every year? 

• What lessons did you iearn in Scouting that are still 
important to you? 

• How has Scouting changed since you were a Scout? 

• What else about Scouting would you hke to teil mc about? 

Based on your knowledge of Scouting history, you will 
be abie to come up with more specific questions. For example, 
if you are going to interview sorneone who was a Scout during 
World War II, ask hirn if he participated in projects to support 
the war effort, as described earlier in this pamphlet. 

Be sure to write questions that are open-ended and that 
will encourage your subject 10 teil stories. Avoid questions 
(like "Did you enjoy Scouting?") that don't yield any 
interesting information and leave you with only a yes, no, 
or one-word answers. 
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Holding a Successful Interview 
Wheri you are ready, make appoint-
ments for your interviews and teil 
each pCrSOfl what you wallt to talk 	 - 
about. Invite ihem to bring memen- 	 J 
tos they mighi like to slmw you, like 
a Scout handbook they used. 

lf Possible, record the interview. 
That vay, you can focus more 0,1 

the conversation and less on taking 
notes. Be sure your recording device 	 - 
has fresh batteries, and test it at the 
beginning of the interview to niake 
sure it's working properly. 

Once you begin the inter\.'iew, allow your subject plenty 
of time to think about responses to your questions. Sometinies 
simply being quiet and attentive is the best thing you can do. 

After the Interview 
Write down at least one point that you think is important and 
that you want to rememher. Your notes will corne in hanciy 
when you and your huddy meet with your counselor abeut 
requirement 8. 

Say Thank You With a 
Handwritten Note 
Send a handwritten thank-you note 
in the mali to each person 
yen have interviewed, 
thInking thr m for takinq the 
time to mect with you dnd t 

for sharing their rnemories 
This takes rnore eifert than an  
email hut it shows more 
respect Mau your note ne 
more than one week after the „•' 
interview. Aduits and elders 
will be impressed with your 
good manners. 
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Reliving 
Scouting History 
Pe!ips v 	ve 	a rntm 	'e 
pt:ided .. ...................istor::::. fguT 	like 
Washingt 	:is Jefferson. Perhaps vou have 
watched C::.. 	r reenacions relive the battle of 
Gertvsburg 	kamana 

Mavbe vou h; 	:'.:ed a hackcountr- trek 
al Philmont ar: ::.::.:•:s staff 	:rs p 
liomeste!rs. ...... ........:.-:.‚ 	•ai: 	H 	iis 
familv. 	s. . 	 a gliinpc 	:wer 
of livi::: :Listor. When vou move frorn reading ahorn 
historv [0 reliving lt, you begin 10 trulv understand how 
neople iived long ago. 

A fun wav to relive Scouting historv is to plan 
a Brownser  .-.::.1 weekend. v:.:re vau and vour 
fellow :..": like ist 
Scoms 	. 	::: 	:-:: :::.tis rr.:.: ::Jge 
pampir:.::. good sourc 	 n are rer. - :::s 
of Scouwrn fo 	s ar.: :: 	Ii Handbook ti: - 
both of which :: 1 c.ar. .:: ......iline at vvscc::hop.org. 



AAN 

Here is a suggested daity schedule for your Brownsea Island weekend 

—straight out of Scouting for Boys: 

7 a.m.Turn out, air bed, wash, etc. 2:30-5 p.m. Wide garnes. 

8 am, Hag raising; prayers. 5 p.m.Tea and biscuits. 

8:15 a.m. Breakfast. 5:30-8 p.m. Recreation and 

10 a.m. Inspection. camp garnes. 

10:15 a.rn.-noon. Scouting activities. 8 p.m. Cocoa. 

1 p.m. Dinner. 8:30-9:30 p.m. Campfire. 

1:30-2:30 p.m. Quiet hour. 10 p.m. Lights out. 

Why no "supper in this schedule?The British 

working dass traditionally had :a" meaning their 

evening meah at about 5 p.m.. after workers' shifts 

ended in the factories, mines, and rail yards. People ate 

early and went to bed early because they had to be uc 

before dawn.They ate dinner," the main meal of the 

day, around 1 pm., as in the Brownsea Island example. 

OId Scouting books suggest some techniques that are no longer 

acceptable, such as digging trenches around tents to prevent flooding 

First aid and lifesaving techniques have also changed significantly in 

the past hundred years. When in doubt, talk with your Scout leader 

before trying questionable techniques. 
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Camping Equipment 
Early Scouts didnt have 11w high4ech gear we enioy  todav. 
Thev made do with surplus mihtary equipment and items found 
around their homes. Here are some suggestions for your 
Brownsea Island weekend: 

• Borrow canvas wall tents [rom vour iocal Scout camp or 
make lean-tos using tarps and cord. 

• Instead of using a sleeping hag, make a bedroll out of an 
old blanket. 

• lnstead of using an air mattress, make a soft camp bed out 
of leaves. 

• ilse large tin cans as cooking pots. 

• Leave your mess kit at home and make do wieh a metal 
plate, cup, and utensils. 
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Earlv Scouts cooked over open fires. Wolle that's not alwas 
possible today,  due to fire restrictions and Leave No Trace prim 
ciples, von can still cook Iike early Sconts dicL To do so, Limit 
yourself to fresh foods and things vou can make frorn scratch-
no readv-to-eat or just-add-water meals. As BademPowell saed 
rn ScoLLtirLg ihr Boys, "Everv Scout must, of course. know 1mw 
to cook bis own meae and vegetabLes and 10 make bread for 
himc: v.:'nut regular coo::c 

s:: 	eaiy Sc:s :eon 
kabobs. beef sto;. :::oes roasted in bot coats, c:J salmon 
an toast, oatmeal, 	h ead (strips of bread dough wrapped 
around ii stjck and cookeü over the fire), bacon and eggs. 
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Garnes and Activities 
Like todav's Scouts, Scouts of ehe past enloyed a wide variety 
of garnes and activieles. Some of these testen Scout skills, 
while others were purely for fun. The highlight of your 
Brownsea Island weekend could be a series of garnes like 
those Baden-Powell taught ehe first Scoues back in 1007. 

Kirn's Garne 
Equipment: 20 or 30 small objects (pendils, 
patches, photos, roms, etc.), a large sheet, 
and a pencil and paper for each player 

Place ehe objects on the ground and 
cover ehem with ehe sheet. Have ehe players 
gather in a circle. Remove the sheet for 
60 seronds to lee ehe plavers study the 
assorernene of objects. Replace ehe sheee, 
and ask ehe players Co wriee down all ehe 
objects ehey saw. The player who remernber 
ehe most objeces wins. 

Variation: Use items that have a distinctive 
scene, like cinnamon or redar. Put ehe items 
in paper bags and have players smell ehem 
:rJgue - tht are, 



Okl Spotty-Face 
Equipment A large piece of poster board 

ied into 12 squares, smaller versions 
• 

	

	 01 the large board (one per player), six or 
-iglit black paper circles about ½ inch in 

2 LeIer, pins or masking tape, and a pencil 
* 	for each plaver 

Give the plavers the small poster boards 
and pencfls and send them a few hundred 
yards awav. Af fix the paper cercies to the 

poster board, one per square, to form a 
4 	 rn Hold the board up so the plavers ran 

1. Have them walk toward vou until they 
: make out the paetern and reproduce it 

teir boards. The piaver who gets the pat-
:c correce at the greatest distance wins. 
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Fugitives 
Equipment: A large, numbered disk of cardboard für each 
player, safety pins, peanuts, or sunfiower seeds 

Pin a nurnbered cardboard disk on each player's back. One 
player is the fugitive, while ehe others act as hunters. Give the 
fugitive 10 rninutes Co leave the area and hide. The fugitive 
must leave a trail by dropping peanuts or sunfiower seeds along 
the way. The hunters must then track the fugitive down. The 
first hunter Co get dose enough to see ehe fugitive's number 
wins. However, if the fugitive is able to see a hunter's number 
first, that hunter is out of ehe garne. 

Ne 

1T 
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Make a Rag Ball 
Equipment: Rags, twine or string, and peach baskets or 
bushel baskets 

Cut rags into strips, roll the strips into a ball, and secure 
tightly with twine or string. Play garnes such as dodgeball, 
basketball (using a peach basket tied to a tree as a makeshift 
hoop), bucketball (like basketball except the ball must stay in 
the bushel-basket "bucket" to count as a score), or sorne other 
farniE.i r game tht requires a ball. 

ein 

Aw 
AW 

- 	 ' 

' 	• 	v 

1 

c 

A giant ball 
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Compass Points 
Equipment: Eight hiking staffs, arranged on the ground 
so they radiate from the center and point in the eight 
major compass directions: north, northeast, east, 
southeast, south, southwest, west, and northwest 

One Scout stands at the end of each staff. Call out 
two compass headings—southeast and north, for example. 
The Scouts standing at those headings immediately 
exchange places, going around the outside of the circle. 

lf a Scout moves without being called—or is called bot 
moves to the wrong place—he loses a point. After losing 
three points, a player is out of the garne. 

Variation: To make the garne harder, 
use 16 staffs, adding directions like 
north-northeast or west-southwest, or 
call out the degrees instead of the narnes 
—90 degrees instead of east, for example. 

Tracking 	 1 	' 
Equipment: Props for scenarios, as 	. 
described below 

Mark off a tracking area about 
15 yards square in snow, sand, or damp 
ground. Have one patrol create a scenario by rnaking footprints 
and other rnarks. Then, have a second patrol try to figure out 
what happened. Possible scenarios: 

• A Scout walked along with a bucket of water and put 
it down when he stopped to rest. 

• A Scout walked backward. 
• A person walked through with a cane and then was 

joined by someone else. 

• A Scout carrying a box stopped to rest and sat on it 

r 
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Scouting Literature 
American Heritage, C'ollections, 
ComTnunication, Genealogy, and 
Jourrialism merit badge pamphlets; 
Baden-Powell: The Two Lives of a Hero; 
The Book of Camp-Lore and Woodcraft; 
Boy Scouts of America: A tentennial 
History Book; Cub Scouting: The First 
75 Years of Doing Our Best; Handbook 
for Boys (1911); Norman Rockwell's 
Boy Scouts of America 

With your parent's permission, visit 
the Boy Scouts ofAmerica's official 
retail website, www.scoutshoporg, 
for a complete listing of all merit 
badge pamphlets and other heipful 
Scouting materials and supplies. 

Books 

Anderson, H. Allen. The Chief. 
Ernest Thornpson Seton und 
the Changing West. Texas A&M 
University Press, 1986. 

Baden-Powell, Robert. Scouting for 
Boys (1908). Dover, 2007. 

Beard, Daniel Carter. The Book of 
CaTnp-Lore und Woodcraft (1882). 
David R. Godine, 2008. 

Birkby, Robert. Boy Scouts of America 
Scout Stuff. DK Adult, 2011. 

Csatari, Joseph. Normun Rockwell's 
Boy Scouts of Americu. 
DK Publishing, 2009. 

Hillcourt, William. Baden-Powell: 
The 'Ilvo Lives ofa Hero (1965). 
Gilwellian Press, 1992. 

Moynihan, Paul. The Officiul History 
of Scouts. Hamlyn, 2006. 

Murray, William D. The History of 
the Boy Scouts of America (1935). 
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As pnt of their c itienehip training, 

Scouts have ong encouraqcd ohor 

to vote even thonyh they wem tno 

young 10 vote themselves. fh's S.s, 

buglem in Chicago teps pmomotc th 

1928 general election. 
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\Nith buges in band, these Cub Scouts 

oticiated in a 1939 Mernoral Day 
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hI1:1II :y 'Iei 1 
Though intended as an aid to youth in Scouts BSA, and qualified Venturers and Sea 
Scouts in meeting merit badge requirements, these pamphlets are of general interest 
and are made available by many schools anci public libraries. The latest revision 
date of each pamphlet might not correspond with the copyright date shown below, 
because this list ja corrected only once a year, in January. Any number of merit badge 
pamphlets may be revised throughout the year; others are simply reprinted until a 
revision becomes necessary. 

lt a Scout has already started working on a merit badge when a new edition tor that 
pamphlet ja introduced, they may continue to use the same merit badge pamphlet to 

earn the badge and fulfill the requirements therein. In other words, the Scout need not 
start over again with the new pamphlet and possibly revised requirements. 

Ment Badge Pamphlet Vear 
American Business 
	

2013 
American Cultures 
	

2013 
American Heritage 
	

2013 
American Labor 
	

2018 
Animal Science 
	

2014 
Animation 
	

2015 
Archaeology 
	

2017 
Archery 
	

2015 
Architecture and 

Landscape Architecture 2014 
Art 
	

2013 
Astronomy 
	

2016 
Athletics 
	

2016 
Automotive Maintenance 2017 
Aviation 
	

2014 
Backpacking 
	

2015 
Basketry 
	

2017 
Bird Study 
	

2017 
Bugling (see Music) 
Camping 
	

2018 
Canoeing 
	

2014 
Chemistry 
	

2018 
chesa 
	

2016 
Citizenship in the 

community 
	

2015 
citizenship in the Nation 2014 
Citizenship in the World 2015 
Climbing 
	

2011 
Coin Collecting 
	

2017 
Collections 
	

2013 
Communication 
	

2013 
Composite Materials 

	
2012 

Cooking 
	

2014 
Crime Prevention 
	

2012 
cycling 
	

2017 
Dentistry 
	

2016 
Digital Technology 
	

2014 
Disabilities Awareness 

	
2016 

Dog Care 
	

2016 
Drafting 
	

2013 
Electricity 
	

2013 
Electronica 
	

2014 
Emergency Preparedness 2015 
Energy 
	

2014 
Engineering 
	

2016 
Entrepreneurship 
	

2013 
Environmental Science 

	
2015 

Exploration 
	

2016 

Ment Badge Pamphlet 
Family Life 
Farm Mechanics 
Fingerprinting 
Fire Safety 
First Aid 
Fish and Wildlife 

Management 
Fishing 
FlyFishing 
Forestry 
Same Design 
Sardening 
Genealogy 
Seocaching 
Geology 
Golf 
Graphic Arts 
Hiking 
Home Repairs 
Horsemanship 
Indian Lore 
lnsect Study 
Inventing 
Journaliam 
Kayaking 
Landscape Architecture 

(See Architecture) 
Law 
Leatherwork 
Lifesaving 
Mammal Study 
Medicine 
Metalwork 
Mining in Society 
Model Design and Building 
Motorboating 
Moviemaking 
Music and Bugling 
Nature 
Nuclear Science 
Oceanography 
Orienteering 
Painting 
Personal Fitness 
Personal Management 
Pets 
Photography 
Pioneering 

Vear Mertt Badge Pamphlet Vear 
2016 Plant Science 2018 
2017 Plumbing 2012 
2014 Pottery 2008 
2016 Programming 2013 
2015 Public Health 2017 

Public Speaking 2013 
2014 Pulp and Paper 2013 
2013 Radio 2017 
2014 Railroading 2015 
2015 Reading 2013 
2013 Reptileand 
2013 Amphibien Study 2018 
2013 Rifle Shooting 2012 
2016 Robotics 2016 
2016 Rowing 2014 
2012 Safety 2016 
2013 Salesmanship 2013 
2016 Scholarship 2014 
2012 Scouting Heritage 2017 
2013 Scuba Diving 2004 
2008 Sculpture 2014 
2018 Search and Rescue 2018 
2016 Shotgun Shooting 2013 
2017 Signs, Signals, and Codes 2015 
2016 Skating 2015 

Small-Boat Sailing 2016 
Snow Sports 2017 

2011 Soll and Water 
2017 Conservation 2016 
2017 Space Exploration 2016 
2014 Sports 2012 
2012 Stamp Collecting 2013 
2012 Surveying 2004 
2014 Sustainability 2013 
2010 Swimming 2014 
2015 Textile 2014 
2013 Theater 2014 
2013 Traffic Safety 2016 
2014 Truck Transportation 2013 
2017 Veterinary Medicine 2015 
2012 Water Sports 2015 
2016 Weather 2013 
2016 Welding 2016 
2016 Whitewater 2005 
2015 Wilderness Survival 2012 
2013 Wood Carving 2016 
2016 Woodwork 2011 
2017 
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