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How to UseThis Pamphlet 
The secretto successfully earning a merit badge isforyou to 	1 
use both the pamphlet and the suggestions of your counselor. 

Vour counselor can be as important in you as a coach is to an 
athlete. Use all ofthe resources your counselor can make 
available to you. This may be the best chance you will have 

T: 	 to learn about 	particular subject Make it count. 

fyou oryour counselorfeelsthat any informeion in this 	 J 
pamphlet is iricorrect, please let us know. P.ease state your 
source of information. 

Merit badge pamphlets are reprinted annually and requirements updated 
regularly. Your suggestions für improvement are welcome. 

Who Pays forThis Pamphlet? 	 - 

This merit badge pamphlet is one in a series of more than 100 covering all kinds 
of hobby and career subjects. lt is made available für you to buy as a service of the national 
and local councils, Boy Scouts of America. The costs of the development, writing, and 
editing of the merit badge pamphlets are paid für by the Boy Scouts of America in 
orderto bring you the best book at a reasonable price. 

Send comments along with a brief statement about yourself to 
Pilots and Program Oevelopment, S272 

Boy Scouts of America • 1325 West Walnut Hill Lane • Irving, TX 7-9M 
If you prefer, you may send your comments to meritbadge@Sco 	1.org , 
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Requirements 
1. Do the following: 

a. Discuss how vou can better understand people, 
pIace. :-: itions, historv, and geography as a 
rl 01 coiiecting stamps. 

b. Br1eilv des-'-, .ome pec 	he his(cr'. growt!. 
and deve-::::: of r.: 	S::cs pos: 	svst:. 
Teil h•:: it is different from postal systems in 
other countries. 

:e topical stamp coiiecting. Name and describe three 
es of stamp coiiections. 

3. Show at leas: O\. cxample of each of the foliowing: 

a. Perforated and imperforate stamps 

h. Mmi and used stamps 	 f 
c. Sheet, hookiet, and coil stamps 	1 
d. Numbers on piate block, booklet, or 

coii, or n:: 	markings 

e. Cc...print and surcharge 

f. Metered mali 

g. Peitive, comir.eorati':e, 
sc::ipostai, and  

h. Canceliation and postmark 

i. First dav cover 

i. Postal stationer (aerogramme, starnped envelope, 
anti postal card) 
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4. Do the following: 

a. Demonstrate the use of ONE standard cataloc for several 
dif:c:-nt 

 
stiinf 1. Explain vhy catalog :iue can 

varv frorn the 	:s::mding p.:c1ase price. 

b. Explain thc :...:::c ..'f the term condition as 	to 
5:;c.v ex;c that illustrate ine 

tfect 	•:j's value. 

5. Desu' 'e 	if at least THREE of the foIIc.g 
sta 

.............................. 	a. 	Stamp 

b. \Vater and 

c.Ma:*ers 

j 	d. Hinges and stamp mounts 

e. Perforation gauge 

f. Gias::.o envelopes and cover sieeves 

.. 	g. \Vaterrnark fluid 

6. Do the following: 

a Show 1 starno album md how to mount stmmos .................... 	 . Im or wi ::. ::::::cc•s. Show at les: ONE :.ge 
that displays several stamps. 

b. Discuss at 	THiE: .:.vs y• .::::: 	to :cserve 
'J 	f 	stamps, coc;., an a,b,.ms in is Jss cndito. 

7 Do at least 	0 0f the follo ing 

a. Design a st:, canceilation, or cachet. 

b. Post 	stam: 	:. 	tamu s:ow ..:h an 
vot: siw ai 	earned. 

c. Write a review of an interest::g article from a stamp 
ilev........:. magazine, book, or we:- vith 
parent's permission). 
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d. Research and report on a famons stamp-reiated 
personality or the histury behind a particuiar starnp. 

e. Describe the steps taken to produce a stamp. Include 
the rnethods of pririting, types of paper, perforation 
styles, ancl how they are gumrned. 

f. Prepare a two- to three-page display involving stamps. 
Usi]lg ingenuity, as well as clippings, drawings, etc., 
teil a story about the stamps and how they relate to 
history, geography, or a favorite topic of yours. 

8. Mount and show, in a purchased or homemade album, 
ONE of the foliowing: 

a. A col1iction of 250 or more different stamps from at least 
15 countries. 

b. A collection of a stamp from each of 50 different coun-
tries, rnounted on maps to show the location of each. 

c. A collection of 100 or more different stamps from either 
one country or a group of closely related countries. 

d. A collection of 75 or more different statops on a single 
topic. (Some interesting topics are Scouting, birds, 
insects, the ()!vmpics, sports, flowers. animals, 
ships, holidavs, i rains, famous people, 
si:)ace ,  and rrtcwctne.) Stamps 
may be from differont couniries. 

e. A collection of postal items discov-
ered in your inail by monitoring it 
over a period ol 30 davs. Inciude 
at least five different lypes listed in 
reUuiremtn 3. 	 :U 
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Introduction to 
Stamp Collecting 
The world's most popular hobby, stamp collecting is 
enjoveci hy millions tnroughout the vorld. lt is known 
as "the hobby of kings and kids." Many lasting friendships 
have begin as a residt of stamp collecting. 

Through this h hby you can expericnce history, from the 
Pony Express to man's first landing on the moon. You can meet 
presklerns from Geogc Washington to Ronald Reagan. For most 
counuies, postage stamps arc like tiny windews that introduce 
the people of the world to the country's leaders, customs, 
history, products, and environment. 

Many stamps honor famous peoplc---statesmen, 
educators, inventors, royalty, and leaders of various 
movements or services. Others recognize the achievements 
of organizotions such as Scouting. the Red Cross, or 4-H, 
and still othcrs mark holidays such as Hanukkah, 
Kwanzaa, and Easter. 

0 

' 	 .„. 

1 )werflc i  
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Great art and artists are represented on stamps. A stamp is 
a masemiece of art in miniature. Every line, every hair must be 

Philatelyis the painstakingly carved on a metal die before an engraved stamp 

collection and is printed.  
Some phdatelzsts collect stamps from one or a few 

study of stamps countries—the United States or the former British 

and other Commonwealth, for example. Others collect stamps from 
all ovcr tlte world. This type of collection is called a general 

postal materials. collcction. Some general collectors collc:t slarnps issued during 

A person who specific years or periods—from the time they were born to the 
present, for example, or only those issued during World War Il. 

collects and Topicczl collectors concentrate on what is shown on the 
studies stamps is design of the stamp—outer space, historical figures, horses, 

dogs, flowers, trains, Sports or athietes, and so on. 
called a philatel.'st. The way you collect and what 

you collect should be based upon 
your personal interests. Collect what 	• 

you enjoy---and enjoy learning about 
what you collect. 



‚- 

- 

Understanding 
People, Places, and History 
Over the decades since Great Britain issued ehe first adhesive 
postage stamp, the Penny Black, in 1840, more than 700 geo-
graphical or political entities have issued stamps of their own. 
Today, more than 245 postal administrations around the world 
continue Co issue stamps. There are far too many stamps for 
any one person to collect thern all—so you need Co concentrate 
your collection in some way. 

Let's begin by looking at the 
many different possibilities a begin- 

- ning stamp collector can pursue. In 
order Co fulfill the requirements of this 
merit badge, you must choose orte or 	 - 
two areas of concentration. You might 
decide Co concentrate on stamps 	 • - 
issued by the IJnited States or stamps 	• - 
issued by other countries. 	 . 

The Penny Black 

STAMP COLLEC11NG 	11 



United States Stamps 
The United States Postal Service prints 39 billion stamps per 
year. In 2005, the United States produced 25 new postal issues 
that included 105 separate designs (some issues involve numer- 
ous different stamps). Among the subjects were prominent 
Americans such as President Ronald Reagan, architectural 

C 	de to works, noted American scientists, tennis star Arthur Ashe, 

U. s. Stamps tour distinguished United States Mannes, and the man behind 
i the Muppets, Jim Henson. 

- Stamps also comrnemorated key moments of the Civil 
Rights movement and showcased spring flowers, consteliations, 
architecture, airplanes and jets, sponty cars of the 1950s, 

Formore 
and such Disney characters as Mickey Mouse, Ariel, the Mad 
Hatter, and Snow White. The USPS also issued the Northeast 

information about Deciduous Forest souvenir stamp sheet (with 10 separate stamp 

u s stamps, designs). This was the seventh in its "Nature of America" series 
that promotes appreciation of major plant and animal communi- 

visit ehe US. ties in the United States. (Meer the artist who painted the series 

Postal Service of stamp sheets in the chapter "The Design ancl Production of 
Stamps.") These are typical subjects for stamps—which honor 

websae (with events, persons, and themes of widespread national appeal. 

your parent's 

permission) at 

http://www.usps  

.com,orcheck  

out the Postal  

Service Guide to 

US. Stamps, 

available at 

many post offices  

and bookstores.  

ZUM- - 
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To learn tnore aben the stamt: 	here, vou cal turn 
to a 	amp caulo2. Take  the Northeast Deciduous Forest stamp 
sheer from the Xature o America 	for exarnpie. fr a catalog Formore 

not a ailabie a home vour local iihrarv should have a copv oi 
Information on 

the Sr:or \Wkns cataiogs or Übe Ttscj2,  	 - 

a -ros Frorn the caraloc se learn zhat these s.tamps were stamp prirnino 

on March 	005. The pane has 10 3-cent stampsdepicbng the processes sec 
castern buckmoth. red-shouldered hawk. eastem red bar. white- 

railed de-en black bear Iong-tailed weasel. wild rurkev, ovenbir-d. ffb introduction 

reh eft a tYpe of saIamander. and easreni chi-pmunk. seco- of 
These sramns tvere primeh hv a process known as photo- 

gravure. in which the design of rhe stamp 	photograuheh 
k 	- 

- 

through a fhie screen. Tte screen breaks the design up inro Sr -rr-: 
dar dcns that are ercheh luro a plate rhar hoids the ink The 

inh is lifteh omo stamp paper when i-t is tresseh againsr the 

piare. Other sramps are printeh using lithograohv and oifset 

prinring rechniaues 
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Stamps Frioin Other Countne 
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Friendships Around the World 
Making friends doesn't have to happen in your own neighborhood. 
Make new and lasting friendships hy finding a pen paL Having a pen 

pal—someone you may never meet in person but whom you become 
friends with by exchanging letters--is a fun learning experience. 

Aside from getting envelopes with interesting stamps and postmarks, 
you could exchange stamps and get to know someone. ‚(au might also 

learn ahaut a foreign language or another culture, 
Irnagine having a pal halfway around the world. 
Preify cool. 

First, get your parents consent and assistance. 
To find a pen friend, search theWeb (with your parents 
permission), and ask your teachers or lihrarian if they 
know of a reputable pen pal service. Some services 

0 	 are free; others charge a smal) fee.You rnay need to 
complete an application with some general information 

‚._.- about yourself—your age, country, and hobbies, 
among other things. Agab, be sure you have your 

parent's permission and heip with finding a pen pal. 
Your family may want to rent a post office box so that you don't have 

to use your street address. Have your parent read your letter to make sure 
you don't give out information that should not be shared (such as your 
phone number and daily schedule). Also, find out how much postage the 
eifer needs; mailing a letter to a foreign country costs more than mailing 
one in the United States or its territories (such as Puerto Rico and Guam). 

Here are same tips when lt is time to start writing. 

A neat, handwritten letter is always the most personal. 

Open and dose your letter with an upbeat massage (1 hope 
you are doing weil;' "l'm looking forward to hearing from you soon"). 

Ask about hobhies, interests, family life, pets, and customs. 
'(au can share the same type of information and, if your parent says 
lt is OK, exchange photos, too. 

lt you receive any gifts from your pen pal, be sure to lot your 
parent know, especially ifit is a food item. Let your parent check lt out. 

For safety reasons, never agree to meet your frbend without your parent's 
knowledge and permission. And, if your pan pal ever discusses anything 
that makes you fee) uncomfortable, teil your parent right away. 

Finaily, respond to your pen pa) promptly—and have fun! 

STAMP COLLECTiNG 	15 



Most stamps are printed on paper, although 
sometimes, to further interest collectors, they are 
printed on other material, such as foil or plastic. 
Plastic stamps issued to satisfy collectors' interests 
are not used to mail letters. Sometimes called labels, 
they are not highly regarded by stamp collectors. 
Plastic stamps that are issued to meet postal needs- 
such as sale through postal machines, as in areas where 
humidity is a problem—are used to mali letters, and 
are of interest to collectors. 

Plastic stani p 	 The more research you put into the stamps you 
choose to collect, the more you will learn and the more fun 
you will have. You will learn how to recognize foreign countries 
by the names on ehe stamps while learning about their history 
and ct'toms. 

Many of the space exploration flights 
by NASA have been pictured on stamps 
issued by other countries. Depicting 
events of other countries is a way to 
show friendship with those countries. 

16 	STAMP COLLECTNG 



Figure 5 

Figure 4 

INTROz. CT ION TO STAM 1' Co 	'.FI NG. 

Stamps from Great Britain 

show na identifying name 

(see figure 1(.The names of 

other areas like Canada and 

New Zealand are pain1y 

inscribed on the stamps in 

figures 2 und 7 Identifying 

most stamps is usually just 

this easy, although sometimes 

the foreign names of the 

countries rnay be different 

from their Enghsh names, 

For example, on the stamps 

in figures 4 and 5, one can 

easily figure out that Po/ska 

means Poland and that 

Danmark means Denmark. 

The stamp in figure 6 

shows a map of India and is 

ohviously an indian starap. 

The stamp in finure 3 with the 

inscription Magyar Posta 

is marc difficuit, since there 

is na phonetic similarity 
between Mag yar and its 

English equivalent, Hungary. 

With experience, collectors 
can learn to recognize the 

foreign1anguage names 

of such countries. Starnp 

identifier books are also 

available to hep identify 

inscriptions an stamps, 
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Another fun aspect of topical stamp collecting is 

the arrangement and display of the collection in 

albums. Collectors can creatively mount the stamps 

in a way that appeals to their personal taste. Some 

collectors use computers to design special pages 

for a colleetion, but printing by hand or typing a 

page can serve just as weil. 

1 

1 

PR 	SSOAL BLSEMU 

- r 	 - 	 - 
t -- -- -- -  

ec: 	.Vh: 	ca:ze 	 a 

a m:e 

atTea : maiv :epe. 

• 	 exve s-i:ce 	 ma:: 
• 	 e ze, ta: 

sk av 	an:1v ed 	c 
ave 	es ma a  

You may also want to buy packets of stamps on major 

topics at stamp shops, at stamp shows, or through 

advertisements in magazines. Stamps in packets are 

often inexpensive because they are fairly common. 

This is an excellent way to start a stamp collection 

without spending a lot of money. Additional stamps can 

be added to the basic collection as your interest in and 

knowledge of the cotlection grow. 
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Most experienced collectors have more than one interest in 
stamps. A collector can, for example, focus on stamps of the 
United States while specializing in trains as a topical collection. 

A variety of definitive and commemorative stamps and 
postal stationery can make an interesting and inexpensive type 
of collection. Covers—or envelopes—showing different postal 
rates and ciasses make a challenging collection. Even advertis-
Ing covers used to promote different products can be collected. 
Without spending a cent, you can easily collect 50 to a hundred 
items that reflect the complexity of the modern mail system, 
frorn your family's mai!. 

Some collectors specialize in 
meter !mpnnts and labels These can 
be collected historically, gorng back U S POSTA 
to the many types used srnce the 0.5 2 
1920s or focusmg on current use 
alone. Some companies use interest 

thepostmark. Even 

be the focus of a collection. 
Postmarks and cancellations 

can also be interesting to collect. 
Some people collect postmarks that 
have their names in them. Others 
seek old postmarks from towns 
where they live. Some collect special 
cancellations, such as those that 
picture flags er fancy designs. 

A special type of stamp, such as 
an airmail or postage-due stamp, ‚V 
can be the focus of a collection. 
Unusual shapes—triangles, 
diamonds, even banana 
shapes—can be the basis for 
a very attractive collection. 

The USPS made history on March 13, 1997, when it issued-
for the first time ever—the triangular-shaped Pacific '97 
stagecoach and clipper ship stamps. 

STAMP COLLECT3NG 	21 



Still other forms of collecting are based on postal history. 
Collectors keep the entire cover so that the postmarks and 
auxlliary marks will show how the envelope went through the 
mai!. In an election year, covers mailed by political candiclates 
can make a colorful collection. Sorne people specialize in 
covers associated with a significant historical event—a war or 
a presidential inauguration, for example. Advertising covers 
related to a special interest—envelopes from hardware stores 
that show tools, envelopes from zoos that show animals, etc. 
—can also make an enioyable  collection. 

These first day 

covers pay tribute 

to Scauting 

around the world. 
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First day covers are very popular collectibles. On the first 
day that a stamp is released for sale, a ceremony is held, and a 
special cancellation marking the release of the stamp is made 
available to cancel the maiL Collectors buy or prepare their own 
envelopes, which usually have cachets—pictures or words that 
relate to the new stamp. The envelope and the new stamp then 
receive the special cancellation, The USPS now allows an 
extended period of time alter the first day to cancel and obtain 
these covers. 

Some collectors try to get a cover for each new stamp. 
Others specialize in a single stamp and collect as many different 
cachets as possible. Contact an experienced collector or your 
local post office for instructions on how to obtain such cancella 
tions. A collection of first day covers with cachets drawn by the 
collector can be a truly creative achievement, 

Stamp collecting can be a lifelong adventure. James 
Chenevert, of Peoria, Iii., began his adventure when he discov-
ered his dad's old leather briefcase buried deep within a closet. 
Inside was an album stuffed with pages of colorful postage 
stamps showing presidents and America's national parks. James 
says, "1 was fascinated by these miniature works of art and the 
stories they could tell." 

His first collection was a complete set of the 1938 
Presidential Series, or 
"Prexies." From there he 
went on to collect diesel and 
steam locomotives on 
worldwide stamps and later 
collected stamps and first 
day covers showing Boy 
Scouts around the world. 
When James became 
interested in space and 
space exploration, he started 
a collection of stamps that 
depicted rockets astronauts 
and cosmic phenomena. 
That collection later became 
the core of bis first award- 
winning philatelic exhibit, 
"Exploring the Universe." 

STAMP COLLEGTING 	23 
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In 2009, James was selected to be one of the first three 
Fellows of the Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship. During his 
yearlong fellowship, he built a gold medal-winning philatelic 
exhibit telling the story of security features on modern U.S. 
postage starnps. He also attended several national stamp shows 
around the country and visited the Smithsonian's National 
Postal Museum in Washington, DC., and the American 
Philatelic Society's national headquarters in Bellefonte, Pa. 

Says Jarnes, "Stamp collecting has been an adventure 
for me." 

Nancy Clark, a retiree 
living in Cape Cod, Mass., 

What is her has been collecting for 

coflection worth? decades. Her collection 
is so big that she has a 

1 have no idea," j' 	 20-by-40-foot room in her 

Nancy Ciark says. . 	

. 	 house called the "stamp 
room," that she shares with 

My motivation her husband, a fellow collecton 

isn't the money lt is lined with f1oor-tocei1ing 
shelves fihled with books, 

but the thriiI of 
•' 	 catalogs, and other research 

the hunt." . 	 materials, as weil as copies 
of her stamps and covers. 
She keeps the actual stamps 
in a vault at a local bank. 

Her hunt for stamps 
and other postal collectibles 

Nancy Ciark 	 takes her to at least five shows 
a year—sometimes in other 

countries. Nancy also corresponds with other stamp collectors 
all over the world—mostly via the Internet. They ask each 
other's opinions about recent acquisitions by sending scans- 
computerized pictures—of their latest finds. "Before email, it 
used to take a month to exchange letters with someone overseas. 
Now II can be done almost instantaneously," Clark says. 

Like James, Nancy started her stamp collection while in 
elementary school. She first focused on collecting boat stamps. 
Later, as a young adult, she broadened her collection to include 
sports stamps, particularly Olympic stamps, and mail post- 
marked in her favorite state, Maine. 
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Thousands of listeners around the world tune in to Nancy Ciark's weetdy 

Internet radio program, "AFS StampTalk." Through the program, she 

shares information with other collectors ancl, she says, 1 interview all 

sorts of people with interesting collections« Tune in to the program online 

at http:!!wwwwsradio.corn/APSStampTalk or download the programs for 

ater listening as podcasts. Be sure to get your parent's permission first, 

APSSt,rnpT,, 

Her reputation grew. She served as president andudge for 
the international stamp show held at the 1996 Summer Olympic 
Garnes in Atlanta, Georgia, where people frorn around the 
world entered their collections in competition. 

"The winning coliection aiways teils a story," Clark says. 
"lt's not just a group of rare stamps." 
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Like manv hobbies and fields of stud, stamp coliecting has its 
own language, or terminologv. You will find lt easier to collect 
stamps when vou know the hobby's special terms. As vour 
imerest and knovIedge of stamp collecting grow, vour stamp 
vocabular will grow accordinh' 

The glossarv below li 	of the specialterms used 
by stamp collectors. Additional terms and definitions can be 
found in stamp catalogs and other reference materials available 
in local libraries. 

aerogramme. A letter sheet made of a single 
.eet of hghtweight paper vith gummed fiaps, 
wrmally used for international airmail. When 
folded and sealed, the message is on the 

ide the outide resemhies an eneIope 
:i \vhich a stamp has been printed. 

LN 

Aerogramme 
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ocsofscarr 	s 

airrnail stamp. :. :amp formeriv issaJ to 
av 	':s.ge rate-, especiallv for 

1 2ign Of o;c:sc:a mai!, whicii were usually 
re expenstve man surface mai!. Since 1977, 
Unitecl States mail has heen carried bv am 

en appropriate, at no extra charge, 

aporov&I. 	orivement method by which a dealer sends selec- 

Airmail stamp 	
ins ot stamps to the prospective buver. Frorn these stamps the 
liector chooses items 10 purchase and returns the balance 

with pavment. 

When purchasing stamps on approval, be sure to return all the ones you 

don't want to keep so that you won't be charged for them. 

block. A unit of four or more unseparated stamps. A block of 
four stamps is two stamps high and two stamps wide. A plate 
numher block shows the number of the p!ate used to imprint 
the stamp. 



1..•. 

bookiet. A sinäu sheet of starnps specially cut to dc sold in 
booklets. A booklet can be a self-adhesive sheee designed to 

folded by the customer. 

PA k** 
L.I 

U'2'7'»,t  ge  

Cachet 

cachet. A design printed on an enveiope to commemorate a 
special event such as the issuance of a new stamp, the pres 

or a stamp show. 

canceHation. A marking put on a stamp bv a postal authoritv 
rnp has been used and cant be reused. 

r:. 

CancUation 

TT.IL 
/ 

ct&og value. The value that is printed in a specefic catalog 
rnd 	g a price for purchasing the stamp from a dealer. 

uir4] 



coil stamp. A stamp issued in a long, rollen strip—o.i.h the 
stamps connected endways er sideways—generaily for use by 
seamp-dispensing niachines. 

33. 	 33US: 	33USA 

k 
 

r 

On ths Str 	tstamps Frorn a c 	note the 
plate numi 	earthebottomot 	estarip 
to the far right. 

commernorative stamp. A stamp 
Fssued 	: :::: an important per- 
son, piace. 	:::. or other aspect 	 - 
our natione. : ::.:re. These stamps 	- 
are usuallv available for sale oniv 	- 
for a Iimieed time at ehe post offia 

cover. An envelope that has been 
Co rn memo ative sta m p 

sent rhrough the mau. 

definitive stamp. .A common stamp. usuall; ....... 
pri n 	::Harge quantities, in regular use over a period 

:atil the next increase in postage ratesj. Also 
regular" stamp. In contra-st, commemorative 

usualiv stav on sale less than a vear after 
ssue. 

error. A niistake in ehe production of z 	 imp 
was not caught before the seamp s reease to the 
ic. These include inverted centers and mistakes in 
r, paper, etc, 

face value. The value, or denomination, of a stamp, 
n ehe stamp. 

Definitive stamp fake.. 	- amp that has heen changed in some wav Co make 
it mor. 	..ale Co collectors For example, lt mav have heen 
repaure 	- retummed. 
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first day cover. n enve:s wih a s:amj 
been canceied on ehe flrst oihciai sa:e dato o ehe amo. 

SA 	)UR SOLL SAVE OUR cfT1. 

..A«trr *T*T*S StR Sti - 	 tC) rk'.. SiX CI 

AVt () R WT ; -tI 	04.IR 4 

-- 

Fir-st clay cover 

Fo,ever stamps. in 00', the LS. Po 	 ntrodiced 
Forev: nt:ns. These stams are alwavS equai in vaiue to the 
current scass man rate -er a one-ounce etten rio matter 
what voi originaliv paid for them. This mearu you can use am. -  
Forever sramp—no mauer how old lt s—to mali a buer. Rather 
than havirrg a parricuiar denomination on thom, these starnns 
sav 'Forever. 

hinge. A srnall sinn of paper gummed on one side and used 
bv cclleciors to pur their stamps in albums 0: on pages 
Todav. collectors store mmi starnps with hill gurn or 
expeasive stamps in a mount or a stockbook. not hznged 

ho*ogra!n. An Image that iooks three dimensional. 
HoIog.:n- z ve appeared on some modern stamns. 

impefoiate stamp. A stamp issued without 1 )rations. 1 
mintstamp. Astarnpthat was, neverpostallvused.Ifa 	1 
mint stamp still has all its original gum imact wfth no 	 + 
disturbances isuch as a hinge marit,. Iris classilled as 	 i 
mintneverhinged  

Mint condition 
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mount. 
vi:h a ta' 

ze m \tr 

): -::3 -rs bv :eucmE 

ar eti 

overptinted stamp. 
:aa:aspn:: 

af:e: og: 	:oiuc:i. 

h 	r 	:]e cu:rv r :z 	?gze 

zarge a s:am 	va1e. 

packet. An:aee 

g ar 	w 

	

perforations. :n 	ies 

be rer 

philately. Mhe 

?s:a !aeia: 

plate number block PNB) orcoil (PNC). 
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postage meter stamps and 
Iabes. Meters are used by 
businesses amt other organizations 
with large mailings. They can 
be set for varying amounts of 
postage, and include a form of a 
precancel that may have special 
slogans or marks. 

Postage meter 
stamp 

Ybrk 

Postat card 

post& card. A government-produced card, usually with a 
stamp imprinted in the upper right-hand corner that pays the 
postage fee. Also called a 'stamped postal card." 

postcard. A privately produced card with a picture or informa- 
tion on one stde and a space for a message and address on the 
other. A stamp must be affixed to pay the postage fee. 

postmark. An official mark applied to mail in 
the postal system; usually inciudes the date 
and place of the rnailing. 

precanceed stamp. A stamp can- 
celed before it is p!aced in the mai!, 	 1 
usually by a mechanized printing pro-
cess. Normally produced by heavy 
users of mai!, these require a special-  Precaneeedstamps 
use permit frorn the postal service. 
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regtilar or definitive stamp. A common 
stamp, usually small, in regular use over 
a period of years. 

se-tenant stamps. Stamps joined 
together as in the original sheet hut 
differing in design, denomination, 
overprint, er color. Sometimes, by 
combining a series of connected 
stamps, a picture is created (see the 
Northeast Deciduous Forest stamp 
sheet in "Introduction to Starnp Collecting") 

ii 
8e 

Regular, or 
definitive, stamp 

- . 	— 
-'1 	c 

Se-tenant stamps 

self-adhesive stamp. A stamp backed with pressure-
sensitive glue. 

setvage. The paper margin around panes of stamps, 

semipostal stamp. Posta 1 authorities sometimes issue special 
stamps for which an amount is charged in addition to the 
regular postage. This extra fee or surcharge is designated for 
some special purpose that benefits special groups such as 
child-care and special-education agencies. 

series. A number of individual stamps or sets of stamps having 
a common purpose or theme issued over a long period of time. 

sheet. As printed, this is a complete unit consisting of four or 
more panes of stamps, each of which is cut apart when the 
stamps are sent to the post office. The size and design of the 
stamp affects the size of the pane and sheet, 

souvenir sheet. A sheet of one or more postage stamp designs 
that usually has a commemorative inscription or artwork in 
the border. 
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special stamp. A stamp that mav be 
reprinted and es used for periods Ion- 
ger than commemoratives hut 
shorter than definitives. Love, 
Christmas, and Express Mail 
stamps are exampies. 

stamped envelope. A naelable 
Specl stams 

envelope an which the post office 
has printed or embossed a stamp. 

- 

 -0 7 

USA 1 O1dGo 
For United StaUs adüreueso 

.‚dInpad etiveiupe 

tagging. The chernical marking of postal kerns to 
heip prevent mail fraud and allow them to be 
read hv mail-sorung machines. 

unused stamp. A stamp that has na canceilation 
or other sign of use. 

used (canceled) stamp. A stamp that has been 
canceled a 'hat et cannor be used again. 

A design sometimes pressed into 
• Ie lt 15 being made 
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Fine—Very Fine 

— 

' 

• * 	t 

isessig a StampsVaIue 
nps are :s:: 	::::s 	grade" and 'rondition 

anti both afe 	::........ 

Seamp Grade Definitions 

C de has to do wif . 	.veII the stamp design is centered. 
Cidition addresses :a:s other than centering. 

Extremely Fine. The stainp appears 10 he almost 
perfectiv centered. 

Very Fine. The design is very weIl-centered, vith the fotir 
margin . ....ween 50 percent and 100 percent equal. That is, 
the widest rnargin is not niore than Iwice the width of the 
narrowest margin. A stamp with the perforation hareiv 
clearing the design on anv side does not qualifv as Very Fine, 
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Fine—Very Fine The dgn iSV- u. 	ihe ncal 
margins ::h horizontal margins qualifv as at least Verv  
Fine (the wider margin is not more than twice the width of 
the narrower), while the other margins qualifv as at least Fine 
(the perforations visiblv clear the starnp design). 

Fine. The perforations visibiv clear the stamp design on all 
sides. 

Average. The perforations cut slightiv into the design on 

Stamp Condition Definitions 
Many fac:.:: zz. zl -, ch as margi r:c :olor. a 	condition of the gurn, 
are important in the valuation of the stamp. The more perfect 
the stamp, the higher the price. Here are some of the words 
used in assessing the vaiue of a stamp: 

Original Gum. Gum as applied to the stamp when lt 
manufactured. 

Regummed. A stamp ehat for some reason has lost its gurn 
and to which new -um has heen applied. 

No Gum. Stamps sent through the malI and removed from 
envelopes hy soaking have no gum. Sorne mint stanips are 
.ssu€:: .::::ut gum. 

Nevc H inged. Stamps that have never been hinged and whose 
gum shows no evidence of disturbance. With the deveiopment 
of good mounts, many coliectors demand starnps ehM are 
classed as mint never hinged (MNH). 

Lightly Hinged. A stamp showing a faint trace of a Zum 
c - :h.a:: vhere the hinge has heen removed. 

Heavily Hinged. A stamp showing a hinge remnant on ehe 
t 	‚; 	ie of missing gurn. 

C.;..r faults that affect the grading of stamps are missirig perfo-
rations, tears, thin spots, pinholes, creases, etc. These flaws can 
cause a stamp Co lose all er most of its value. 
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real Design and 
Pro duction of Stamps 
Man 	 the de:no&;;oandthe 
finlshed f::.....:. 	consurners. 

BrthofaStamp Design 
For LS. sramts. the desig. .....s hgins with the Citizens 
Stamp Advisorv Commirte. 	vear this group of volunteers 
ifrsrhrough some 30.000 ideas for ne --„vszamps suhmined to 

:he Posral Service. The comrrinee members decide on a limite 
number of subecisthat will actuallv be made in:o sramps. 
Their goal is :o pick stamp subiects that depiot a broad fange of 

places> and events that haue affecred nur cubure, Then 
,he ccmmiuee wnrks with santp designers. subiec 
exnerrs.and artists :o come up wllh ine hnibed designs 

. 	 ejaborare. Tale tbe 
Anerica' sehen of U.S. stamps shee:s, issued in panes 

ei 10. Together. he 10 s:antps. 31005 whh additional 	 :. 
spacebetwenrhestamns. form a single natural scene 
fuil of plams and anirnals. The hrst pane depicted the 
Sonoran Desert in de American Southwes:. TUbe last 
pane in the serles, !ssued in 2010, showed ihe 
Hawalian Rainforest. 

AH he nanes in he series were painted 13v 
artist John Dawson oi Hilo. Hawaii. For each 
pane, the commiuee suppiied Dawson wijh a 

and anirnal species trom wuich ro 
dbnose. 	Then 1 made rougj3 sketches .: 	.ie 

he said. 5 
expens ]vO 	hes and sug 
bnprovements, making a beal lonoer here, 
ihr exampie or a tab wider there. 
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Sout - ern AondaWetland stamp sheet, desicnc b  artist 
Jor. )awson 

One chaltenge John Dawson faced was showing animals 

of vastly different sizes—say, a Florida panther and a 

sparrow—in the same scene without distorting their 

proportions. 1 did it with a careful use of perspective' 

Dawson said, putting the big critters in the background 

and the small critters up front 

- 	 -- ---- 	 -- 	 -'.- 



Oce thc asgn was 
raiming. He managed te crar:: 	dferent species into his 
szene. Hera—nied mi an illns:ratien ca:d :cughv :wice ibe 
ziZe01 tie 5v--ac stamp nae. The image was ater 
:ecmced :or primmg. 

The Nacare of .America stamp sheets-1 dierent mies-
were wildiv ivmian seinn up iC' : milion ccpies each ad 
ma;g a;vso: a zelebri:v affizng siamp colieciors. 'In March 
.Y. :he Ymtheas: Deciduons Fc:est shee: was unveiiej a: a 
ceremonv during  a s:am' shmv in New York Ckv. he recaled. 
'So mariv peor'e we:e in ine 1 s:gned autograpks for twe 
wtee dass. 

The Manufacturing Process 

me:d s 

 

-e- ;ed: :her :he siamps are prmted: and fiaadv. :he 
sumns a:e 'flnisked. mocessed imo a pariicuar format, such 
as snee:s. hooks. .x c.......:nig a an1cu1ar rvpe oi separation. 

Stamp Printing Methods 
tams througltom he worid are plmed in dtree basic wavs: 

with the design 1. ab,— e zhe surface of the priming pate. 
Ievel with the surface. or . heiow the surface. 

Letterpress orTypography. In thisrinring merhod. nie design 
is inked above :he sirface of the ate. In a rotarv leuerpress. 
the Dia7e is a cvlinder that revolves as the paper passes under 
In :v'ographv. zhe piare is flar e  and the printing is done ort 
a fa;bed press. Most overrin:ed, su:chaged. and mecanzeed 
szamps are tvpog:anhed 

cc 

UP to 	n 

ooUS 

!.'.s: a:iat 

mr. 

butonk 

colect": s'o 

dispay. Tnat 

addett reveiue 

iepsthe Posta! 

Service ofhe: 

costs in 

otber areas. 

- - 

teile rss 

Once 	- n has seen approved......... ::opriate printing 
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Engmving and Gravure, 

cn op wpe iear 

ei cat t: 

• .: :i.7::. prese agans 

- 	he 

Lit 	;raphy orOtfset 
Litnography. 

Litt ography 
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Modern presses in all processes print severa 
the same time (except in engraving, where ea - :0: 

must be printed separately). Many stamps list 
catalogs as multicolored were made from four differe 
color-process plates. By using screens of three basic 
colors—red, yellow, and blue—plus black, every 
color can be reproduced in printing. 

Separations 

Perforated Stamps. Perforations make lt possible to 
parate s: - o:- 	om one another wrn ease. Most stamps 

i€ nerora:o. :.:n srnall holes hv machines that remove '-'-' 	$ 

epaperfrornthehoies. 
P--ne sramps are perforated on all four sides: bookiet Perforated 

paPe stanips are perforated on orte. two. er  three sides: 
and ccii sramns are Drinred in suips and perforated on just 
two sides. 

Q+ 	Th. .rh 

ljntteo Staates stamptssues had to - 	________- - 
be cut apart with sctssors and are r- 
reierred te as ioostarrrns. Most F 
irnperfstampstodavareissuedbv 
coun:ries in the hope that coilecto: 7 
will buv the starnps. rherebv genei- 
arne revenue but not use them - 

excep: tn thetr cciiecilons. - - 
thereb;avingthecoscf 

IL 
Die-Cut Stamps. Ä CU{tT. Imperforate 
er die, cuts the siamp paper stamps and 
lote the desired sliape souvenir sheet 

This form tm separation is 
used for self-adhesive stan 
Die-cuiscangivestamps 
straight edes. shapes. or 

1 

ITlitation perforations. 

SeIf-adhesive die-cut stamps 
make stamp-ticking a ttiing c. 
the Fast. 
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Alte 
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to 

As vu am morebout coe::.r. 	:u will disoover 
the resoures ha 	most he:: 	 1e tve o 
colectior vou wo:: 	: 

Starnp CaaTogs 
:itoiogpubhshed ::::t Pub1ishin Compam; is used 

ly st storno c ect :e Uni:ed S:a:es Orhercatalogs 
are oso useuL espedallv those covering speciri :opics The 
American micai Associoriom t'cr examoe, uhilshes several 

icai handboo&s and che:kiists. Manv public litraries h--, -e 
stamp caralogs or ran horrow them rom qh jrrie 
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Tie za:e 
za:ag. T:e 

E 	 . 

TiS:otato 	 . 

ece': se 

Places to Visit 
Visit a post office, stamp club, stamp store, or stamp 

show with an expenenced collector, parent, or friend, 

or wtth your merit badge counselorYour local hbrary 
5lü r CSS 	might have stamp newspapers, magazines, books, or 

ihar ca ',arg 	 other materials that will be helpful in your research. 

Va ~ jes 	
Tip: Call in advance and make an appointment before 

-sc se ar a 	you visit your locat post office. Be sure you plan 

as co1 ,10 t -s 	your visit during business hours when the post office 

is less likely to be very busy, such as midmorning 

or midafternoon. 
"a'et c'ace 

ST  
.............. ....-.- 

G 
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An imzc::. pan of any &am: c:cc::: is ehe album in which 
the st.:s am stored. An album 	i organize ehe roliection 
in a logical order and proeects the s:rr from damage. You can 
make your OWfl or purchase one of the many types of albums 
for stamps and covers on ehe market. A printed album with 
spaces für specific stamps can serve as a stamp identifier and 
can make mounting vour stamps easier. 

& Spjders_ 	

.. 

.NSECTS & 
I) 

/ 	 - 

a, 9lack 
Lady beeti 	V,,E.derberry Qfl h 

beetle f Flo 	garde0SPder ' 

	

\ 	
caterp 	ei in 

k 	g Velvt 0 SSi0 bog' 

	

\ 	
HtcUf 	betle O Ch buttertjy J ?Onarc 

o, 3POtt edearto1 	a 00 

	

\\ 	
s 	 r, Perjoclica, 	 VO  

1999, no 

	

-- 	A2 	 Litt,0 - 
Pane 
	- 

33an °f2 	 --- 

Reference:Swtt2.. 	 stageSta,. .. . .. 
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Although most 

printed albums 

aao:anizedby 

cottopical 

albums am 

available tor 

sperLa :tOSS 

Hswrer, as a 	i 	stainj corc, 	ngat not 
know,  which topic or country yen want to coilect. To avoid 
spending a greae deal of monev on an album that could later 
be of Linie use, you might start with a three-ring binder and 
some graph paper (craft-weight). Von can buy blank pages with 
er witheut borders and headings, or eu ran generate your own 
pages using a computer. This type of album inakes the mixed 
meunting of stamps and covers easy and avoids empty spaces 
that make ehe collection Look incomplete. 

Tip:  Do not use a "magnetic" type photograph album 
for your stamp collection.The adhesive used on the 
pages will ruin your stamps. 

fl 

- 	 L 1 	 a :NN 
 

Another option for your three-ring binder i .c use str:. 
sheets, which are heavy pages with strips that form pockets 
Co hold the stamps. They come with prepunched holes that 
fit your binder. Stock books are volurnes with the stock 
pages bound in. In a stock book, the pages cannot be removed 
or rearranged. 
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You: abums, bnders. er stock bou 	ui oe s:uLes UI 

an :prigh: 'csitiori avav from hea:. rnoisture, and light. l 
sioreid in a darap basemen: er near a window. Übe stamps can 
cecr moisture and be darnaged. Also, avoid eating 0 - 

a',  ;vhiie working wlth oJr cc!leczioc. 

Tip: Store your stamps away from heat, molsture, Ii 
food, drinks, and young brothers and sisters, too. 

:a:is a:e scazed in ax ;vaer ro rernc':e hem frorr 
er rev are a ahe-d :c. Once :he nape stamps have 

ra:ased. placethe sra:s irto :inse wazrerao. -e anv 
ldi::caa :ae: panicies: emove :he stamps frorn the rmnse 

	

and iace :hem 	 1 abserben sirmace. If 
:ne s:arras nr vh:e 	- nat- :hem under a eavv 
;ve:gin. NEv 	-a:es-;e 	nps 	ezknes wi:i nor separare 

• 	s: 	n 
 

Wale 	sciai rherruca found 	 / 
a:stanip 	. rnavbeteeded:c:etr 

Tip: Use only cool —never hot—water to 	1 
oosen a stamp from paper 

As:amn 	apiececfs 
gied. :ranskc 	:ae: ±at s nsnay torf- 	L_-i- 
zcn:av ccefeided 	fI:ge Frs aifix :e 
snon nioa 	 rac ::an inex- 

ae:ene:toniof:iehi 	:he 
:he page of :he alftm 

hv 	 J2 

race a::d hor:iac lieh:v ca vc:ir jower :fo 
before acng i: c 
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Tip: Steam or hot water may cause colors to run; soak 

separately any stamps that have colored cancellations 

or are on colored paper. 

reeE: 
- - 

mr 

-- 	------ 
----------- jflT1as :. 	 -- 

-- ___t__ 	---------------------------- 
dredthrouc!v -- 	- 	 ------- 	----------------------------------------- 

	- 

-- 	- 

---------- 	- 	 - 	 :- 	- amtsThebackc 

Stamp - ints 
dif-er 	ne - 1s 
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( 	\t OGS. E(ti 	 Ro(:FDuR 

Several different types of mounts are available. One type is 
a sleeve that covers the stamp; another consists of two pieces 
that form a "track" for the stamp to sit in. As you become more 
familiar with working with stamps, you can decide which type 
best suits you. Why not use stamp mounts for all of your 
stamps? Many colleciors don't, because stamp mounts are more 
expensive than hinges arid must be purchased in various sizes 
to fit stamps of different sizes. With hinges, one size fits all. 

Envelopes can be attached to a page with corner mounts, 
triangular "pockets" with gummed backs. To protect covers, 
a transparent protective material such as polyester film can be 
put over the envelope first. Both the sheet protector ancl the 
cover can thea be attached safely to the album page with the 
corner mounts. 

Tip: Do not use any type of tape, rubber cement, or 
glue to affix your stamps or envelopes in an album. 
The chemicals in these materials can quickly migrate 
into your collection and cause perma- 
nent damage and staining 



— 

Store excess stamps that you haven't had time to sort yet 

Stamp tongs 	
in semitransparent glassine envelopes, which corne in various 
sizes, or polyethylene sleeves made for storing covers (enve-
lopes and postcards). The polyethylene sleeves are clear, 
allowing you to see their contents at a glance. 

In addition to mounts, hinges, and albums, there are other 
tools you will need. 

F 
All the special  

tools you will need 

es a stamp 

collector can be 

found at stamp 
•n' 

shows or hobby 

shops that spe- 

cialize in stamp Stamp tongs look like tweezers bot have rounded tips foi 

collecting, through grasping. They are approxirnatelv 5 inches long and make 
handling stamps much easier. Tongs also help protect stamps 

malI order, and frorn soil and damage. Sven when your fingertips appear to be 

on the Internet clean and dry, they can still contain body oils and perspiration 
that can darnage stamps. 

(only with A magnifying glass is heipful for 

your parent's exarnining the fine details of a stamp's 

permission 
‚ 	 design, allowing you to recognize 

and enjoy the fine art of an 

and assistance), engraved stamp. 



MM 

Perforation ganges are 	 ' 
used to measure the number 
of holes within a 2-centimeter 
length on a stamp. The perforation 
gauge was developed to allow a collector 
to identify stamps by distinguishing among 
the many types of perforations that have 
been used over the years. 

One type of watermark detector is a \.« 
shallow, black or dark-colored dish in 
which the stamp in question is exposed 
to a nonfiammable watei mark detector  
fluid that is used to detect a watermark Ij j JJ J  
design in the stamp's paper. When the 
paper is manufactured, raised areas on the rollers 
trn'fpr a  RuhtiP clpshjn 	r11p1 i iinteminrk tu the nnr nuln 	Perfcration gauges 

An uItrnvioletJV) Ughtisabasictooiusedbysmp 
collectors to detect and identify luminescent stamps, stamps 
coated with "invisible" fluorescent ink. A UV light also will 
help the collector determine whether or not repairs have been 
made to a stamp. 

Tip: UItravoIet tights are harmful to the eyes. Before 
using such a device, consutt with your quatified 
merit badge counsetor to learn how to take the 
necessary precautions. 
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DSPLAYING YOUR COLLECHON 

Part of the fun of stamp collecting is sharing it with others, 
whether just family and friends or the general public, say, at 
a stamp show. You might just pull prepared album pages from 
your loose-leaf notebook to display part or all of your collec-
tion. Your display should have a theme, which can be broad-
such as all foreign stamps—or narrower, such as stamps from 
a particular country. Topical collections also make for good dis-
plays. No matter what the theme, try to arrange your collection 
so that it teils a story. You may wish to add a title page that 
explains what will follow. 

At stamp shows, specially prepared pages 
are displayed in frames that usually contain 	- 
16 pages each. Many shows have sections 
for exliibits by young collectors. Attend a 
stamp show to get ideas for how best to 
exhibit your own collection. Also contact 
your merit badge counselor or a 	 ‚ 
member of a local stamp club for 
more information about putting 
together a good display. 

For many people 

who begin stamp 

collecting at 

a young age, 

the hobby 

develops into a 

lifetong pursuit. 



deas for Laying Out Pages 
The following illustrations show some simple layouts for 
display pages. Remember that the layout of your collection 
is up to you—use your creativity. 

Souvenir 
sheet 
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rdw_tiwm 
There are many fun and rewarding projects that you coulcl do 
to fulfill requirement 7. Here are a few suggestions. 

Designng a Stamp 
First determine what you would like your stamp to depict. 
Will it commemorate a person, place, or thing? Are there 
printed stamps you could use as references? Here are some 
examples of different stamp designs. 

Cu 

:  All 

Asyou design 

your stamp, keep 

in mmd that it 

does not need to 

be an illustration. 

Uso a favorite 

photo along 

with your own 

design elements. 
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Designing a Cancellation 
Special cancellations usually focus an a special event, cause, 
or theme. They can have simple designs or have compiex and 
detailed ones that relate to a stamp, cachet, or special event. 
You will need to check the Domestic Mali Manual at your local 
post office or an the Internet for requirements an designing 
a cancellation. 

With your parent's 

permission,visit ‚sS'EXp 	'%OOth4N ItA 

the U.S. Postal 	8 	' liii 	4AtI 
Jffrk 	LIE Service online 	 ' 1 	 ___________________ 

Zem 

%t

at http://www  

.usps.com. 

Designing a Cachet 
A cachet is a design that is usually hand-drawn, rubber -
stamped, or printed an the left side of an envelope. Cachets are 
usually created to draw attention to the stamp an the envelope 
or to an event you are promoting. 

To make a cachet an a photo-
copy machine, open a 6/,-inch 
envelope completely. Using your 
imagination, draw your awn design 
ar select a picture to place an the 
open envelape. Make as many 
capies as desired. Cut each capy 
to envelope size, fold, and glue 	/ 
together to simulate an envelope 	J 
(a filler card might be added 	 j 
before closing). Address the 
envelope, attach the carrect 
postage, and have the envelope 
canceled by mailing 
itta yourself. 	 CUA 

IATIa&42 1T 
Your stamp design can be 	 SCOj .‚ ‚ 

as simple or as complex as  
you desire. 
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You can easily make a cachet using your Computer and 

printer. Design the cachet using your own software, use 

the "page setup" to indicate the print specifications 

(size, format, and so on) of the envelope, and send it 

to print. 
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The U.S, Postal Service 
From Past to Present 
The :t 	Stac Postal Sei-. - cc 	a descendant of 
o1dc: •::::c:: n the U.S. co:nment. That dep::-
met:: vas formed hv action of the Continental Cong-s 
in 1" and Be 
nostmaster  

ptecl in 	1 po 	 e under the 
control of ti 	l gc 	nment Fhe present 
s\-stein 	•. c:s the many plans and methods 
devised  

The means of transporting the mail progressed 
a1on 	:: 	countrv—frc: ::; :o:. :0 horse- 
bac2k, 	 and 
eventua. aircraft. Morc- :::::. : 	S'S has 
been building up thc :orlds 1arges :!et of 	 SE3Y 1  I% 

..'.'ofue1 	hces that use clean iuels such CE  

ind 	ctricitv. 
J e of the most significant changes in the posta! 

svsle::: 	:z the ado::n of ::::: . s:mps 	:hc :r.od of 
pav:::e::: cr carrvii:g :he in u. 	.:s: sta:::s 	:' :ssued on 
JuIv 1, 1847. This r.:.; system rcc'.:::J the s::.1 	::: :•repay 
the fee :::ead of the receiver pav:: . Through thc -. - cars, 

-zen modified and t 	. 	r'r'ruved to keej' 
with : ..... ::crease in quantitv of 

In the ear!y 1960s, it became ohvious that there was a 
great need for a .stem ..... uld proccss mau me:::;nically 
or electronicallv \ sysk.: 	::g the no,-amiliar zp zone 
improvc:: - nt plan) cod2 	insta!!ed on J:: 1, 1963. Oii 
Sep::::her 13, 1978, the USPS announced a :an to ass:c: an 
addi.ivaal fourdigit code to further assist in me sorting 	mai!. 
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Beca:se of many diffictties, hct 	t:iai 
organiza::cina!, the U.S. Co::,':2ss ptoeJ 
Reorganization Act, which was signed into !aw by 
Preside:ti Rci:rt, Nixo:t c- :i August :2, 1970. C:: 	ly 
1, 1971 Post Office Department became the• U.S. 
Posta! Service, an independent agency ded:co:ed to 
prcoibing affordable and efo;eot mai! service to 

untrv noiuiui here thev live 

Nn - _ 

o 

..... .......... 

Handling the Mail Is a Big Job 
We have all seen letter carriers delivering mail to houses. 
But few of us realize how big a job that real!y is. The USPS: 

• De!ivers more mai! (160 bilhon pieces a '?ear) to more 
addresses (1 5 2 million) over a larger geographic area than 
any other postal agency in the world 

• Operates more than 31,000 post offlces and 2,500 automated 
postal centers 

• Takes in $65 bihion a year in revenue 

• Emp!oys more than 520,000 peop!e 

• Is self-sufficient, getting by without any money 
from taxpayers 

If we look at some of the major steps that must take p!ace to 
get the letter from where II was mailed to the mai!box at your 
door, we can better understand and appreciate the United States 
Postal Service. 
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i.e'.s stmoose th3t someone places . !etter to vou in a 
mai:: An  a :.:v 20. :;.iles korn :::.: 	La:: that Same 
da;-, all the letters 	:as acc.::::.:a:sd in the mailbox are 
pickr ip b' 	lette: ::rner anc iakEn to the local post office, 
whe: e :hev t:t lAacad :n travs. 

travs are then carri. 	:-c 	an area processing 
;vhere thev ::t :::er sorte: 	: ::Je. In a proct 

........:ai! is  
stampisin ::: 	:.:n ort ea::: ::s :e, ailowir.: :.e 1tters 

uieapicci ..;: 	:a empiovees 	1: 	u:t rucks for 
distribution ::: 	post offices or 1::: ::: :mo r - ilanes for 
::.verv to 	:t ±:tant piaces. 

The destnaion pos: .: fice mut: :.:t-:. tort the r::a .. ..... 
distr:te !t to the nrope: zaiI carrit:. :; 	will rtt:•- 	hinal 

ran :.:::t lelivering di maii to the appropratt :::jng 
hisL: M -  rivir. 

a rtmpllfied description of t.r ']Ss compr: 
procedu:tt Man; -  special machines havt :t:: ievelope: :: 
t:::amllne and :...:::mare the proces ..........ng rechnology 
continualiv :::: :: t-s :he wav wr :: ir mai!. 
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Interesting Stories 
About Stamps 	•.. Ae 
Some stamps hvs inteesnc stories 
behind them. O: suchis 	 . 
known as the First Scout stamp. 
During the Boer War in South 
Africa in the late 1800s, the British 
cornrna:::dcr was Rc't S. S. 
Biden 1 	ell. To heip commurnta 
tions, Baden-PcveI for - cc. a cadet 	. 
corps of boys, v;h: senc as uni 
forrned messengers, carT: :g messages 
from the comn. 	•: 

During the .cz s.. . 
the officers began pucing postage 	 . 
smps, rnostly for their own amusement. 

!1. n-Powe. sc :r1 wh thev vsr 	he 
hat his issz. Cade 	t. Ma;. 	be 

pictured on one of the starnps. These starnps were recognized 
as real postage s:n:s 	'ar ended in 1902. 

In 1907, B 	the Scouting movement, In 
later vears, he cicd young Go:ear his .... .........ut." because 
Baden-Powm2. 5 as for Scouting had been forming during the 
Siege of Mc 

Thc :s 	::‚ known throughout the world as the Penny 
Black and ce;:cting Queen Victoria, was introduced in England 

Mav 1840. The s::p's use on a -pe indicated that 
:'stage had been pa:.1. On .Itilv 1, IS.47, :e United States 

s:.ted 	;ing postage stan::'s featuring George \ashington 
and Beffiamin Franklin. 
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The stamp shown here 
is one of the world's 
most valuable stamps. 
In 1980 lt was sold at 
auction for $935,000, 
and its face value, or 
original value was 

k 	 . 1 cent.This stamp was 
printed in 1856 in the 
British colony of British 
Guiana, now the inde- 

pendent country of Guyana. British Guiana's stamps 
normally were printed in England. This one, however, 
was printed in the colony as part of a temporary stock, 
because supplies were slow in arriving from England. 

Seventeen years after it was printed, the stamp 
was found by a 12-year-old boy, L. Vernon Vaughan, in 
the attic of his home in British Guiana. He soaked it off 
the envelope and put it in his album, but later sold it to 

a local collector. lt was sold many times, each time for 
a higher price, until 1980, when it brought the then-
world's record price for a single stamp. As you can see, 
the corners have been clipped and the surface has been 
badly rubbed. But it is the only known stamp from this 
rare issue, and so its poor condition does not detract 
from its value. 

In 19'>. a 24-t airmail stamp was issued hone - 	the 
C::::s J\-- Jenn.. a World War 1 hiplane that beca 	an 
airmail plane. About 700 c ne stamps were rnisprinted w: 
the 	.:nc :town. P 	•: ............... destrov€. 	J0 o he 

in sheet......:. 	........... fore 
la 	n::ning 	 ertently 	a coliector 
in 	nc:.C., ::. 	. 	as single stamps and 

.... ......eried Jenn' stamps sold 
atn: 
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A stamp collection sometimes becomes valuable not so 
much because of the starnps in it but because of who collected 
them. In 2005, the Smithsonian InsIiuitio« National Postal 
Museum in Washington, DC., paid $5S,CklQ for the boyhood 
saflp coitection of John Lennon, a meinher of The Beatles, 
tue most famous rock-and-roll band of all time. 

zr 

el 

- 

NW fAtAlO 

L 

1 

John Lennon's album from childhood 

To help build his collection, Lennon, who lived in 
Liverpool, England, saved stamps off of letters from relatives in 
New Zealand. His collection consists of 565 stamps in a single 
album. Pages of the album can be viewed 
at the museum's website (see the 
resources section). 	 - 

John Lennon, who wasn't all that 
serious about his collection, 
sketched beards and mustaches 
on the likenesses of Queen 	 - 
Victoria and King GeorgeVl on  
his stamp album's title page. 
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Stamp Collecting Resources 
Scouting Literature 	 Datz, Stephen R. Official 

ol1ecrions merit badge pamphlet 	 :: flP C:ctor's Bible. 
use c: Callectibles, 2002. 

W'ith your parent% permisson, vist 
the Boy Scouts of America's official 
retail website, www.scoutshop.org , 
for a complete listing of all merit 
badge pamphlets and other heipful 
Scouting material8 and supplies. 

Books 

Adams, Charles F. Stamp Collecring: 
Complet.T2zsy 	to the 

r:.:..!d s  Mos: I:pula' r.bbv 
Dell Publishing, 1992. 

Baadke, Michael. Linn's complete 
S:-. -lp Collecting Ba-.;: 
Ln's Stamp News, 2304. 

Bierman, Stanley. TVloreofthe World's 

Linn's Stamp Nvs. 10. 

Cabeen, Richar2.\.*.:':d:rd 
Handbock .‚: S::p .Jo2ecting, 
new revi e ec:. Random House 
Value Publishing, 1986. 

Cariton, R. Scott. Ir.:.'uitionaJ 
Enccpaed T 	of Philatel 

• Stamp collecting: Discouer 
tue 	of the Woric .. Most 
Popular Hob:.: General Trade 
Corporation, 2309. 

Dyer Sr.. David 0. Is Stamp collecting 
the 1,':.31 or You? Truman 
Publishing Company, 1998. 

Eis e::.erg, Ronald L. The Jeu'ish 
Vvbr.'J n Stc:s 1 000 Yea - s cf 
Jew:sl: Civik.:::::::: on Posta t1rnps. 
Schreiber Puhlishing Inc., 2002. 

Giffenhagen, George and Jerome 
Husak. Mventc.'s in Topical Stamp 
Collecring. Amer..an Topical 
Association, 1997, 

Herst Jr., Herman. Fun and Profit in 
Stwnp Collecting. Amos Press, 1988. 

Hudgec::s Jr., Thor:vs E. The Official 
Blac<3ook Price Gide to U.S. 

tage Stamps 2013. House of 
Collectibles, 2012. 

Jonath, Leslie. Postmark Paris: A 
in Stamps. Chronicle Books, 20'35. 

.Stamp lt.': The Ultirnate Stamp 
CoLe::irig Ac::itv Book. Chronicle 
Books, 2002. 
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Kloetzel, Jarnes E., ed. Scc:: .andard Periodicas 
Pos::::o Stump C.::11ogue 2014. Scott 

- 	. 	 .. Pub]isnmg Compar.:. 	0b. L:::::s Stamp i'eiz's 
I0 	926 

m j. 	 T'te iVorld Encvclo;.;«:::a Si::v, OH 45-i•5-0926 
Starn.v Col!ectig \:ite: http:11 vvv.Iinns.com  

?.;erence 
-..-.. 

10 Over 	.... 10 of the .. 	s Best eos & Sramps Magazwe 

tarnps. Lorenz B0OKS, 	u5. 4 	Way c.::: 
. 	. ....... 	 - .. 

Merrimac. \ 	:.O4 
C'Keefe, Donn. e . ....im 's Stamp 

Ideutifier. L 	-. 	:amp News, 2004. 

Sine, Richard L. Stamp 	........ 	or 
Dur.....: .es. Für Dummies, 2001. 

United States P. .... 1 Service. 
Tta1 S 	....iude to U.S. Star.—. 

W:.?:ns, 1.. \ 	- f„: mentals of 
:'.merican Philatelic 

Soc:.. 1990. 

Youngbcd, Wayne .......... 	 .. 
Sta ... . 	An lilo. 
ofP:.:»:::: 	7ri:.-. 	Krause 
Puh1icat::s. 

.. 
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Organizations and 
Websites 
American Air Mail Society 
RO. Box 1J 
Mineola, NY 11501-0110 

:‚v\\v.americanainnai1societ\.org  

American Association of 
Philatelic Exhibitors 
Website: http://wwwaape.org  

American First Day Cover Society 
P0. Box 16277 
:son, AZ •ST32-6277  

litt -. - : wwvafdcs.org  

American Philatelic Society 
American Phitatelic Research Library 
100 	: - h 	?Iace 
Bell 	: : . 	6823 

site: htt;: 'vv...sarnpsorg 

American Stamp Dealers Association 
P0. Box 692 
Leesport, PA 19533 
Website: 

iaonirne.corn 

American Topical Association 
P0. Box 8 
Carterville, IL 62918-0008 

-Dsfle: 
:::p://www.americantopicaiasn.org  

Ebony Society of Philatelic Events 
and Reflections 
P0. Box 1757 
Lincolnt 	Station 
New Yo:. NY 10037-1757 
Website: http:!/esperstarnps.org  

Hall of Stamps (at the U.S. 
Pcs Service headquarters 

Fnfant Plaza 
Washing:c, DC 20260-0001 

International Machine 
Cancel Society 
3097 Trobisher Ave. 
Dublin, 01-1 4501 7-1052 
Website: ht::,, w'vv.inachinecance1,org 

Museum of Postal History 
3M N. Main St. 
De0hs, OH 45833-1575 

p://www.postalhistorymuseum.org  

National Postal Museum 
2 Massachusetts A';. NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
Website: 
http://vvw.postalmuseum.si.edu  

Philatelic Foundation 
38th St. 5:h Floor 

>cv ork, NY ;i,;lS 
.1hsite: 
littp:,/,l -ok,„„ , - v.:,  iilatelicfoundation.org  

If you are requesting information 

from any of these orgarüzations, 

be sure to include a self-addressed, 

stamped (first dass) envelope. 

Post Mark Collectors Club 
7014 Woodland Oaks Dr:ve 
Magnolia, TX '7354-480S 
Website: h:: /www..:s::narks.org 

The Postal History Foundation 
920 N. First Ave. 

cson. AZ 85719 

htt.': 	':•..v.postaihistorvfoundation.org  

Postal History Society 
PO. Box 2C5' 
Co!urtbus, 011 4220 

eiT'- - :e: h::: . smpclubs.com/phs  
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Precancef Stamp Society 

P.O. Box 013 
MO 63026-1013 

Website: http:, ':.:yy recanceIs.org  

Scott Publishing Company 
P0. Bcx 32S 
Sidnev, OH 

e: h:: 	:.vw.Ijnns.com 

Scouts on Stamps Society 
International Inc. 
P0. Bcx :223 
Kennewick. Ä 99336 

: '7www.sossi.org 

SpeUman Museum of Stamps 
and Postal History 
Regis C.:;. .ege 
235 We .s1ev St. 
Westori. .1A C12493 
Websitz h::::: '/www.spellrnan.org  

United Postal Stationery Society 
Central Off ce 
P.C. 1 , 3x 3$2 
Ch:s:.r, VA 2831 

:e: h::::: '/www.upss.org  

Universal Ship Canceflation Society 
74 Sard 
Frt;;ont, C\ -‚539-7419 
\Vebsite: http://www.uscs.org  

The Washington Press 
2 cu :: Road 

7ark, NJ 07932 
:ttp://www.';upress.com  

Wineburgh Philatelic 
Research Library 
Thc 'niversitv of Texas at Datias 
P.C. 3ax 830643 
Ric:::dson, TX 75083-0643 

:: ywww.utdalias. 
/ ubiar\ .spea1coi1ections/wpr.niini 

Young Stamp Colleotors ofAmerica 

1C1atc1: ::-ctor:  'c 
Bellefonte. 	16823 
Website: http://stamps.oru  

Foreign Postal 
Administrations 
Australja Post 

://w.::;.auspost.com.au 

Austrian Post 
W-ite: hup: .::;:v.post.at/en 

Bulgarian Posts 
Website: http://www.bgpost.hg/?cid  = 3 

Canada Post 
..ww.canadapost.ca  

China Philatelic 
Information Network 
kite: http://www.cpi.com.cn , 

cp-eng 

Czech Post 
W:.site: ::u ://www.ceskaposta.cz/en  

Post Danmark (Denmark) 
\Vebsite: 
ht: '/www.postdanrnark.dk/en/Pages/  
ho::•:.aspx 

La Poste (France) 
\Vebsite: http:/„'w\vw,laposte.fr 

An Post (Ireland) 
\ÄTebsite: http: 'u::v:v.anpost.ie 

Israel Postal Cornpany Ltd. 
:ost.co.i1 

Poste Italiane (Italy) 
\Vehsite: http://www.posteitaiiane. 
post/english/index.shtml  
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Japan Post Young collectors should also know 

Website: http://wwwposLjapanpost.jp/ t hat the United States Postal Service  
english makes available a free guide called "The 

Art of Stamp Collecting" publication 
Latvijas Pasts (Latvia) 225). Visit your local post oftice or down- 
Website: http://www.pasts ,lv/en bad lt from http://about.usps.com/publi- 
P &T Luxembourg cations/pub225 pci!. 
Website: http://www.pt.lu  In addition, the U.S. Postal Service 

TNT Post (Netherfands) has a special program for first dav covers. 

Website: http://www.tntpost.com  The USPS gives postal customers 30 days 
to obtain a first day of issue postmark by 

New Zealand Post mali. Purchase the new stamp at a local 
Website: http://stamps.nzpostco.nz  Post office, affix the stamp to an enve- 
Norway Post lope addressed to yourself (or someone 
Website: http://www.posten.no/en  else you designate), and send lt in a 

Poczta Polska (Poland) 
larger envelope to the USPS. (The address 

Website: http://znaczki.poczta-polska . 
appears at the bottom of each stamp 

pl/en/indexphp 
release; check with your local post 
office.) Individual first day covers can be 

Philatelie Center of French Polynesia ordc'red by writing to the USPS, Stamp 
Website: http://www.tahitiphilatelie.com  Fulfiliment Services, P0. Box 7247, 

CTT Correios (Portugal) Philadelphia, PA 19101-7097; or call toll- 

Website: http://www.ctt.pt  frO 800STAMP24; or visit the USPS 
website at https://store.usps.com/store.  

Singapore Post 
Website: http://www.singpost.com  

Posta Stovenije (Siovenia) 
Website: http://www.posta.si/home  

South Africa Post Office 
Website: hup://www.postoffice.co.za  

Swiss Post (Switzerland) 
Website: http://www.swisspost.ch  

Chunghwa Post (Taiwan) 
Website: http://'ww.post.gov.tw/post/ 
internel/u_english/index.htm 

United Kingdom Royal Mau 
Website: http://www.royalmail.com  

United Nations Postal 
Administration 
Website: http://unstarnps.un.org  
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(StatUt'S ut top 	mmc] bottonm 
cen ter, postcar(Is) 

st- mm mnajz( ,  i ))6 linited 
Stame Posuml Servi:'. \mi 1 ghts 
resemved. Used wit:; veonission.-
page 61 (top left) 

Houser, Janet courtesy—page 59 

Jupi:erimages.com—pages 2, 14, 30, 
43 (top), and 45 

love stamp image 1999 United States 
Postal Service. All rights rcserved. 
Used vith permission.—page 35 
(top left) 

78 	STAMP COLLECTING 



Mark Twair stamp Image 19SS t.mited 
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SotiL .:frica. :s:1 : me, used with 
-1 :a 	e' 

Fioridm ..etlands stamp s::s 
2006 United Stamer Pos- 

All rightr :mserced, Used wmi: 
misrion.—;ges 39  
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rlia.org. courtesv- 

• epostcm - : 2 198SUfliredSts 
...:ai Servic: :11 rights reservett. 
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All other photos and iilustrations not 
mentior: . above are the propenv of 

rotected hv the Bov Sconts 
dca. 

Dar:r.. Bvers—page 53 'Tbo:mom' 

Jennifer Horn—page 13 

John McDearmon—alt iilustrations in 
m: 	41-42 anti 31 
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MERIT BADGE LIBRARY 
Thou 	-eed as an aid to Bov Scouts. a -  ‚uaIed Vetuers a"d Sea Scouts in 
meeting e­ 	requirementa. 	 are of gee'ai intc-es: and are nace 
availabie ay many schools and pubuc iiora es. 	iazest revision date of eac -  pampniet 
might not correspond with the copyright da:e sc. -  below, because this 1i81 5 corrected 
o -- 	: a ea- . 	.anuary. Any number of merit badge pamphlets mav e eevised 
tlo: 	-- e ea: o:ers are simply reprinted until a revision becomes necessa-'. 

lt a Scout has already started working an a merit badge when a new ec2r; :- hat 
pamohlet is introduced, they may continue to use the same merit badge 	: e: eg 

- oadge and fuif. - e requirene:s :erein. In crer woros. :he Scout need not 
siari over again with the iew pamphlet ans possibly resed req.rernents. 

Ment Badge Pamphlet 
Americs Business 
Americc Cultures 
Amencs -entage 
Amenc ..abor 
Ammal Science 
Animation 
A.rchaeology 
Archery 
Architectuns ard 

Lc$:n:a :nitecture 
Art 
Astror: 
Athleti:s 
Automotive Maintenarlce 
AviaBon 
Backpacking 
Basketry 
Bird Study 
Bugling (see Muaci 
Camping 
Caroeng 
Chemistry 
c 
0 

Commurty 
Ctizenshp in the 	ort 
Citzenship in the 2vOrtd 
Chmbeg 
Gast Coectirg 
Collectioris 
Gommunics:o -- 
Comp.: z 	ria(s 
Cooki 
Crimenc-- - 

Cyclir 
Dentistry  
Digital Technology 
f)issbilities Awareness 

Es: -- - 

E 	 :. Preparedness 

Erysteenng 
Entrepreneurshp 
Environr"erttal Science 
Explo:: 

Merit Badge Pamphlet Vear 
20-, 
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20T 
2C 
201 
2015 

-•s-- -1 Wildltfe 
2014 
2013 
2014 

Fore -. 	 2C -:z  
Ga - eC: 
	

2C '-- 
Garden- 2 
	

2C 2 
Genealc: 
	

2C3 
Geocaci 
	

20 
Geo1og 
	

20 
Golf 
Graphc Arts 
Hiking 
Home ffepairs 
	

2012 
Horsemanship 
	

2013 
2008 
2018 

lnventn 
	

206 
Journalis 
	

2C- 
Kayakinc 
	

2C- 
Landscs:s trchitez - 

(scc &cniecture, 
La. 	 2C 
Les - -work 
	

2C 
09 
	

2C 
41 Study 
	

20-- 
Medicine 
	

2C 2 
Metaiwork 
	

202 
Mining in Society 
Model Design and BUIS2r2 
Motorboating 
Moviemaking 
	

2C 
Music artd Buglira 
	

2L 
Nature 
	

20 - 
Nuclear 2:cnce 
	

2€ 
2:eano 	iy 
	

2C'-; 
2 - iente - 
	

2€ 5 
2016 

05. 	Fitness 
	

2016 
5 Management 2015 

2013 
2016 

Pice -: 
	

2017 

Merit Badge Pamphlet 
- 	n: once 

-- :alth 
Pub(: :-:saking 
PuIp .. aper 
Radio 
Railrca.-g 
Pesding 
°e:lle ard 

-tphibian Study 
e Shooting 

o OtieS 

2 : .ting Heritage 
2 	a Diving 
2c. pture 
Sssch and Rescue 

Shooto 

2 :tflaS 	Codes 
Skating 
Small-Boat Sailing 
$w Sports 
2: and Water 

)nservator. 
Sot:e Exo csnon 
So: -ts 
Ssnp Cc so: ng 

nc 
S- ainability 
5--. mming 

7-2 -  Safety 
Truck Transportatior 
Veterina, Medicine 
Wate -  S:orts 
Wea: -- e - 
We10ng 
Whtewater 
Wilderness Survival 
Wood Carvirtg 
Woodwo3 

Vear 
2013 
2013 

2 
2014 
2015 
2017 
2015 

2014 
2013 

2 
2017 
2014 
2016 
2017 
2017 

2018 
2014 
2018 
2016 

2015 
2014 
2015 
2011 
2017 

2012 
2014 
2012 
2017 
2016 
2014 
2018 

2015 
2014 
2016 
2013 
2015 
2016 

Vear 
2018 
2012 
2008 
2013 
2017 
2013 
2013 
2017 
2015 
2013 

236 
22 

0 
2=. -  4 
2016 
2013 
201 4 
2:7 
2:09 

4 
208 
20 - 3 

2Y5 
2Y 6 
22:7 

2016 
2: - 6 
22 
23 
2:04 
203 
24 
24 
2C4 
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2013 
2015 
2015 
2013 
26 
2015 
22 
2:6 

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA • SUPPLY GROUP 
NATIONAL DISTRIBUTION CENTER 	 To place an Order, 

2109 Westinghose Boulevac 	 call customer service 
P0. Box 7143 	 toll-free 8?S:-323-0736 

Charlotte, NC 28241 -71 43 	 cc go zo 
www.scoutshoporg 
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