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Requirements

1. Do the following:

a. Discuss how vou can better understand people,
places, institutions, history, and geography as a2
resuit of collecting stamps.

b. Briefly describe some aspects of the history, growth,
and development of the United States postal system.
Tell how it is different from postal systems in
other countries.

2. Define topical stamp collecting. Name and describe three
other types of staimp collections.

3. Show at least ONE example of each of the following:

Perforated and imperforate stamps

Mint and used stamps

Sheet, booklet, and coil stamps

SRR SRR = I

Numbers on plate block, booklet, or
coil, or marginal markings

Overprint and surcharge
Metered mail

Definitive, commemorative, » ‘
semipostal, and airmail stamps M

Cancellation and postmark

]
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¥

First day cover

[

Postal stationery {aerogramme, stamped enveiope,
and postal card}
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4. Do the following:
a. Demonstrate the use of ONE standard catalog for several

different stamp issues. Explain why catalog value can
vary from the corresponding puirchase price.

b. Explain the meaning of the term condition as used to
describe a stamp. Show examples that illustrate the
different factors that affect a stamp’s value.

(¥

-~Demonstrate the use of at least THREE of the following
stamp collector’s tools:

a. Stamp tongs
Water and tray
Magnifiers

Hinges and stamp mounis

CEPER =R R B v

Perforation gauge

g

Glassine envelopes and cover sieeves

g Watermark fuid

. 'Do the following:

asShow a stamp album and how 1o mount stamps
with or without hinges. Show at least ONE page
that displays several stamps.

b.Discuss at least THREE ways you can help to preserve
stamps, covers, and albums in first-class condition.

. Do at Teast TWO of the following:

a. Design a stamp, cancellation, or cachet.

b. Visit a post office, stamp club, or stamp show with an
experienced collector, Explain what vou saw and learned.

¢ Write a review of an interesting article from a stamp
newspaper, magazine, book, or website {with vour
parent’s permission}.

4 STAMP COLLECTING



Research and report.on a famous stamp-related
personality or the history behind a particular stamp.

Describe the steps taken to produce a stamp. Include
the methods of printing, types. of paper, perforation
styles, and how they are gummed. ;

Prepare a two- to three-page display involving stamps.
Using ingenuity, as well as clippings, drawings; etc.,
tell a story about the stamps and how they relate to
history, geography, or a favorite topic of yours:

. Mount and show, in a purchased or homemade album,
ONE of the following:

d.

b

A collection of 250 or more different stamps from at jeast
15 countries.

A collection of a stamp from each of 50 different coun-
tries; mounted on maps to show the location of each. :

A collection of 100 or more different stamps from either
one country or a group of closely related countries.

A collection of 75 or more different stamps on a single
topic. (Some interesting topics are Scouting, birds,
insects,; the Olympics; sports, flowers, animals,
ships, holidays, trains; famous people;
space, and medicing:) Stamps

may be from different countries.

Accollection of postal items:discov-
ered in your mail by monitoring it
over a period of 30-days. Include
at least five different types listed in
requirement 3. oyl

STAMP COLLECTING 5
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INTRODUCTION TO STAMP. COLLECTING

Introduction to
Stamp Collecting

The world’s most popular hobby, stamp collecting is
enjoyed by millions throughout the world. It is known
as “the hobby of kings and kids.” Many lasting friendships
have begun as a result of stamp collecting.
Through this hobby you can experience history, from the
Pony Express to man’s first landing on the moon. You can meet
presidents from George Washington to Ronald Reagan. For most
countries, postage stamps are like tiny windows that introduce
the people of the world to the country’s leaders, customs,
history, products, and environment.

Marny stamps honor famous people—-statesmen,
educators, inventors, royalty, and leaders of various
movements or services. Others recognize the achievements
of organizations such as Scouting, the Red Cross, or 4-H,
and still others mark holidays such as'Hanukkah,

Kwanzaa, and Easter.

\ CMEAL AMERICAM CRAFTS 5
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INTRODUCTION TO STAMP COLLECTING

Philately is the
collection and
study of stamps
and other

postal materials.
A person who
collects and
studies stamps is

called a philatelist.

' FIRST MAN ON THE MOON

Great art and artists are represented on stamps.'A stamp is
a masterpiece of art in miniature. Every line, every hair must be
painstakingly carved on a‘metal die before an engraved stamp
is printed.

Some philatelists collect stamps from one ora few
countries—the United States or the former British
Commonwealth, for example. Others collect stamps from
all ‘over the world. This type of collection is called a general
collection. Some general collectors collect stamps issued during
specific years or periods—from the time they were born to the
present, for example, or only those issued during World War 1L

Topical collectors concentrate on what is shown on the
design of the stamp~-—outer space, historical figures, horses,
dogs, flowers, trains, sports or athletes; and:so’on:

The way you collect and what
you collect should be based upon
your personal interests. Collect what
you enjoy—and enjoy learning about
what you collect.
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INTRODUCTION TO 5TAMP COLLECTING

Understanding
People, Places, and History

Over the decades since Great Britain issued the first adhesive
postage stamp, the Penny Black, in 1840, more than 700 geo-
graphical or political entities have issued stamps of their own.
Today, more than 245 postal administrations around the world
continue to issue stamps. There are far too many stamps for
any one person to collect them all—so you need to concentrate
your collection in some way.

Let’s begin by looking at the
many different possibilities a begin-
ning stamp collector can pursue. In
order to fulfill the requirements of this
merit badge, you must choose one or
two areas of concentration. You might
decide to concentrate on stamps
issued by the United States or stamps
issued by other countries.

The Penny Black

STAMP COLLECTING 11



INTRODUCTION TO STamP COLLECTING

For more

information about
U.S. stamps,

visit the U.S.
Postal Service
website {with
your parent’s
permission} at
http:/fweww.usps
.com, or check
out the Postal
Service Guide to
U.S. Stamps,
available at
many post offices

and bookstores.

United States Stamps

The United States Postal Service prints 39 billion stamps per
year. In 2005, the United States produced 25 new postal issues
that included 105 separate designs (some issues involve numer-
ous different stamps). Among the subjects were prominent
Americans such as President Ronald Reagan, architectural
works, noted American scientists, tennis star Arthur Ashe,

four distinguished United States Marines, and the man behind
the Muppets, Jim Henson.

Stamps also commemorated key moments of the Civil
Rights movement and showcased spring flowers, constellations,
architecture, airplanes and jets, sporty cars of the 1950s,
and such Disney characters as Mickey Mouse, Ariel, the Mad
Hatter, and Snow White. The USPS also issued the Northeast
Deciduous Forest souvenir stamp sheet {with 10 separate stamp
designs). This was the seventh in its “Nature of America” series
that promotes appreciation of major plant and animal communi-
ties in the United States. {(Meet the artist who painted the series
of stamp sheets in the chapter “The Design and Production of
Stamps.”} These are typical subjects for stamps—which honor
events, persons, and themes of widespread national appeal.

12 STAMP COLLECTING
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INTRODUCTION TO §TAMP COLLECTING

Most stamps are printed on paper, although
sometimes, to further interest collectors, they are
printed on other material, such as foil or plastic.

Plastic stamps issued to satisfy collectors” interests

are not used to mail letters. Sometimes called labels,
they are not highly regarded by stamp collectors.

Plastic stamps that are issued to meet postal needs—
such as sale through postal machines, as in areas where
humidity is a problem~—are used to mail letters, and
are of interest to collectors.

The more research you put into the stamps you
choose to collect, the more you will learn and the more fun
you will have. You will learn how to recognize foreign countries
by the names on the stamps while learning about their history
and customs.

Plastic stamp

Many of the space exploration flights
by NASA have been pictured on stamps
issued by other countries. Depicting
events of other countries is a way to
show friendship with those countries.

16 STAMP COLLECTING



INTRODUCTION TO STAMP COLLECTING
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Another §.§§ m pical stamp collecting is
the arrangement isplay of the collection in
albums. Collectors can creatively mount the stamps
in a way that appeals to their personal taste. Some
collectors use computers to design special pages
for a collection, but printing by hand or typmg a
page can serve just as well. : :

:§§§§ siamps. %%ég EEs

siamps, such as the 1238 ©
v interest only 2 §§§§a
fezturing aviation, has

You may also want to buy packets of stamps on major
topics at stamp shops, at stamp shows, or through
advertisements in magazines. Stamps in packets are
often inexpensive because they are fairly common.
This is an excellent way to start a stamp collection

without spending a lot of money. Additional siamys éas;

be added to the basic collection as your interest in and
§§§%§§§§§§§§§§%§§§E§§§ grow.
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Other Types of Collections

Most experienced collectors have more than one interest in
stamps. A collector can, for example, focus on stamps of the
United States while specializing in trains as a topical collection.

A variety of definitive and commemorative stamps and
postal stationery can make an interesting and inexpensive type
of collection. Covers—or envelopes—showing different postal
rates and classes make a challenging collection. Even advertis-
ing covers used to promote different products can be collected.
Without spending a cent, you can easily collect 50 to a hundred
items that reflect the complexity of the modern mail system,
from your family’s mail.

Some collectors specialize in
meter imprints and labels. These can
be collected historically, going back
to the many types used since the
1920s or focusing on current use
alone. Some companies use interest-
ing slogans with the postmark. Even
the design of the meter imprint can
be the focus of a collection.

Postmarks and cancellations
can also be interesting to collect.
Some people collect postmarks that
have their names in them. Others
seek old postmarks from towns
where they live. Some collect special
cancellations, such as those that
picture flags or fancy designs.

A special type of stamp, such as
an asrmaﬁ or postage-due stamp,
e focus of a collection.
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Still other forms of collecting are based on postal history.
Collectors keep the entire cover so that the postmarks and
auxiliary marks will show how the envelope went through the
mail. In an election year, covers mailed by political candidates
can make a colorful collection. Some people specialize in
covers associated with a significant historical event—a war or
a presidential inauguration, for example. Advertising covers
related to a special interest—envelopes from hardware stores
that show tools, envelopes from zoos that show animals, etc.
——can also make an enjoyable collection.
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First day covers are very popular collectibles. On the first
day that a stamp is released for sale, a ceremony is held, and a
special cancellation marking the release of the stamp is made
available to cancel the mail. Collectors buy or prepare their own
envelopes, which usually have cachets—pictures or words that
relate to the new stamp. The envelope and the new stamp then
receive the special cancellation. The USPS now allows an
extended period of time after the first day to cancel and obtain
these covers.

Some collectors try to get a cover for each new stamp.
Others specialize in a single stamp and collect as many different
cachets as possible. Contact an experienced collector or your
local post office for instructions on how to obtain such cancella-
tions. A collection of first day covers with cachets drawn by the
collector can be a truly creative achievement.

ATale of Two Collectors

Stamp collecting can be a lifelong adventure. James
Chenevert, of Peoria, 1l., began his adventure when he discov-
ered his dad’s old leather briefcase buried deep within a closet.
Inside was an album stuffed with pages of colorful postage
stamps showing presidents and America’s national parks. James
says, “I was fascinated by these miniature works of art and the
stories they could tell.”

His first collection was a complete set of the 1938
Presidential Series, or
“Prexies.” From there he
went on to collect diesel and
steam locomotives on
worldwide stamps and later
collected stamps and first
day covers showing Boy
Scouts around the world.
When James became
interested in space and
space exploration, he started
a collection of stamps that
depicted rockets, astronauts,
and cosmic phenomena.
That collection later became
the core of his first award-
winning philatelic exhibit,
“Exploring the Universe.”

STAMP COLLECTING

TYPES OF STAMP COLLECTING
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TYPES OF STAMP COLLECTING

Whatis her
collection worth?
“I have no idea,”
Nancy Clark says.
“My motivation
isn't the money
but the thrill of
the hunt.”

In 2009, James was selected to be one of the first three
Fellows of the Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship. During his
yearlong fellowship, he built a gold medal-winning philatelic
exhibit telling the story of security features on modern U.S.
postage stamps. He also attended several national stamp shows
around the country and visited the Smithsonian’s National
Postal Museum in Washington, D.C., and the American
Philatelic Society’s national headquarters in Bellefonte, Pa.

Says James, “Stamp collecting has been an adventure
for me.”

Nancy Clark, a retiree
living in Cape Cod, Mass.,
has been collecting for
decades. Her collection
is so big that she has a
20-by-40-foot room in her
house called the “stamp
room,” that she shares with
her husband, a fellow collector.
It is lined with floor-to-ceiling
shelves filled with books,
catalogs, and other research
materials, as well as copies
of her stamps and covers.

She keeps the actual stamps
in a vault at a local bank.

Her hunt for stamps
and other postal collectibles
takes her to at least five shows
a year—sometimes in other
countries. Nancy also corresponds with other stamp collectors
all over the world—mostly via the Internet. They ask each
other’s opinions about recent acquisitions by sending scans—
computerized pictures—of their latest finds. “Before email, it
used to take a month to exchange letters with someone overseas.
Now it can be done almost instantaneously,” Clark says.

Like James, Nancy started her stamp collection while in
elementary school. She first focused on collecting boat stamps.
Later, as a young adult, she broadened her collection to include
sports stamps, particularly Olympic stamps, and mail post-
marked in her favorite state, Maine.

Nancy Clark

24 STAMP COLLECTING



TYPES OF STAMP COLLECTING
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Her reputation grew. She served as president and judge for
the international stamp show held at the 1996 Summer Olympic
Games in Atlanta, Georgia, where people from around the
world entered their collections in competition.

“The winning collection always tells a story,” Clark says.
“It’s not just a group of rare stamps.”

STAMP COLLECTING 25
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The Language of
Stamp Collecting

Like many hobbies and flelds of study, stamp collecting has its
own language, or terminclogy. You will find it easier to collect
stamps when you know the hobby's special terms. As vour
interest and knowledge of stamp collecting grow, vour stamp
vocabulary will grow accordingly.

The glossary below lists some of the special terms used
by stamp collectors. Additional terms and definitions can be
found in stamp catalogs and other reference materials available
in local libraries.

1835 1 aerogramme. ﬁ‘ieﬁe; sheet made of 2 single
Mark v, . sheet of lightweight paper with gummed flaps,
ek normally used for international airmail, When
folded and sealed, the message is on the
inside; the outside resembles an envelope
on which a stamp has been printed.

Aerogramme

STAMP COLLECTING 27
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THE LANGUAGE OF 57/

airmail stamp. A stamp formerly issued to

~ prepay airmail postage rates, especially for

foreign or overseas mail, which were usually

more expensive than surface mail. Since 1977,

the United States mail has been carried by air,

when appropriate, at no extra charge.

approval. A convenient method by which a dealer sends selec-
tions of stamps to the prospective buver. From these stamps the
collector chooses items fo purchase and returns the balance
with pavment.

Airmail stamp

When purchasing stamps on approval, be sure to return all the ones yvou
dor’t want 1o keep so that vou won't be charged for them.

Blocks of stamps

block. A unit of four or more unseparated stamps. A block of
four stamps is two stamps high and two stamps wide. A plate
number block shows the number of the plate used to imprint

the stamp.

28 STAMP COLLECTING



THE LANGUAGE OF 57amp COLLECTING

bookiet. A small sheet of stamps specially cut to be sold in
booklets. A booklet can be a self-adhesive sheet designed to
be folded by the customer.

g

PAN * % %
AMERICAN

Cachet

cachet. A design printed on an envelope to commemorate a
special event such as the issuance of a new stamp, the presi-
dent’s birthday, or a stamp show.

cancellation. A marking put on a stamp by a postal authority
that shows the stamp has been used and can't be reused.

catalog value. The value that is prinied in a specific catalog
indicating a price for purchasing the stamp from a dealer

STAMP COLLECTING 28



AP COLLECTING

coil stamp. A stamp issued in a long, rolled strip—with the
stamps connected endways or sideways—generally for use by
stamp-dispensing machines.

3384 33V 33

On this strip of stamps from a coil, note the
plate number near the bottom of the stamp,
1o the far right.

commemorative stamp. A stamp
issued to honor an important per-
son, place, event, or other aspect of
our national culture. These stamps :
are usually available for sale only g
for a limited time at the post office.

cover. An envelope that has been .
) . Commemorative stamp
sent through the mail.

definitive stamp. A common stamp, usually small and
;. printed in large quantities, in regular use over a period
p of years {until the next increase in postage rates}. Also

called a “regular” stamp. In contrast, commemorative

“

% stamps usually stay on sale less than a year after
d@ their issue.

error. A mistake in the production of a postage stamp

_ that was not caught before the stamp’s release to the
public. These include inverted centers and mistakes in

color, paper, etc.
face value. The value, or denomination, of a stamp,
as it appears on the stamp.

Definitive stamp  gaye A real stamp that has been changed in some way to make
it more desirable to collectors. For example, it may have been

repaired of regummed.

30 STAMP COLLECTING



Forever stamps. In 2007, the U1.S. Postal Service infroducse
Forever siamps. These stamps are always egual in valse to the
current first-class mail rate for 2 one-ounce Isties, no matier
what you originally paid for them. This means vou can use any
Forever stamp—ao matier how old i 5o mail o Iotter, Hather
than having 3 particular denomination on them, these stamps

hinge. A small sivip of paper gummed on one side and used
by ooflectors io put their stamps in albums of on pages.
Today, collectors siore mint stamps with nfigum or
expensive stamps in a2 mount of 2 stockbook, not hingsd
hologram. An image that looks three dimensional.
Holograms have appeared on some modern stamps.
imperforate stamp. A stamp issued without perforations.
mint stamp. A stamp that was never postally used. Ha
mint stamp still has all its original gum Intact with no
disturbances {such as a hinge mark], # is classified a3




3z

placed in an album. Mounts
protect stamps by reducing

 SLINS.

perforations. Small holes or slits around the perimeter of a
stamp that enable one stamp to be separated from another.

philately. The collecti

on, study, and enjoyment of postage
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THE LANGUAGE OF 5TAMP COLLECTING

postage meter stamps and
labels. Meters are used by
businesses and other organizations
with large mailings. They can

be set for varying amounts of
postage, and include a form of a
precancel that may have special
slogans or marks.

Postage meter
stamp

Yorkshire
Black Ball Line
packet ship.
cirea 1850

Postal card

postal card. A government-produced card, usually with a
stamp imprinted in the upper right-hand corner that pays the
postage fee. Also called a “stamped postal card.”

postcard. A privately produced card with a picture or informa-
tion on one side and a space for a message and address on the
other. A stamp must be affixed to pay the postage fee.

postmark. An official mark applied to mail in
the postal system; usually includes the date
and place of the mailing.

precanceled stamp. A stamp can-
celed before it is placed in the mail,
usually by a mechanized printing pro-
cess. Normally produced by heavy
users of mail, these require a special-
use permit from the postal service.

STAMP COLLECTING 33



THE LANGUAGE OF S5TAMP COLLECTING

regular or definitive stamp. A common
stamp, usually small, in regular use over
a period of years.

se-tenant stamps. Stamps joined
together as in the original sheet but
differing in design, denomination,
overprint, or color. Sometimes, by
combining a series of connected .
stamps, a picture is created (see the '
Northeast Deciduous Forest stamp R
N . X egular, or
sheet in “Introduction to Stamp Collecting”).  gefinitive, stamp

’i:'x

self-adhesive stamp. A stamp backed with pressure-
sensitive glue.

selvage. The paper margin around panes of stamps.

semipostal stamp. Postal authorities sometimes issue special
stamps for which an amount is charged in addition to the
regular postage. This extra fee or surcharge is designated for
some special purpose that benefits special groups such as
child-care and special-education agencies.

series. A number of individual stamps or sets of stamps having
a common purpose or theme issued over a long period of time.

sheet. As printed, this is a complete unit consisting of four or
more panes of stamps, each of which is cut apart when the
stamps are sent to the post office. The size and design of the
stamp affects the size of the pane and sheet.

souvenir sheet. A sheet of one or more postage stamp designs
that usually has a commemorative inscription or artwork in
the border.

34 STAMP COLLECTING



special stamp. A stamp that may be
reprinted and is used for periods lon-
ger than commemoratives but
shorter than definitives. Love,
Christmas, and Express Mail

stamps are examples.

stamped envelope. A mailable
envelope on which the post office
has printed or embossed a stamp.

usal 01d Giory |

For United Stetes addresses only |

Stamped envelope

tagging. The chemical marking of postal tems to
help prevent mail fraud and allow them to be
read by mail-sorting machines.

unused stamp. A stamp that has no canceliation
or other sign of use.

gsed {canceled] stamp. A stamp that has been
canceled so that it cannot be used again.

watermark. A design sometimes pressed into

stamp paper while it is being made. = o
Used, or canceled, stamp

STAMP COLLECTING
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THE LANGUAGE OF §Tampr COLLECT

Assessing a Stamp’s Value
Stamps are described in terms of their “grade” and “condition,”
and both affect their price.

Stamp Grade Definitions

Grade has to do with how well the stamp design is centered.
Condition addresses factors other than centering.

PILGRIM TERCENTENARY PILGRIM TERCENTENARY
1920 ,

Extremely Fine. The stamp appears 1o be almost
perfecily centered.

Very Fine. The design is very well-centered, with the four
marging between 50 percent and 100 percent equal. That i3,
the widest margin i3 not more than twice the width of the
narrowest margin, A stamp with the perforation barely
clearing the design on any side does not qualify as Very Fine.

35 STAMP COLLECTING



Fine-Very Fine. The design is well-centered. Either the vertical
margins or the horizontal margins qualify as at least Very

Fine {the wider margin is not more than twice the width of
the narrower), while the other margins qualify as at least Fine
{the periorations visibly clear the stamp design).

Fine. The perforations visibly clear the stamp design on all
four sides.

Average. The perforations cut slightly into the design on
one side.

Stamp Condition Definitions

Many factors, such as margins, color, and condition of the gum,
are important in the valuation of the stamp. The more perfect
the stamp, the higher the price. Here are some of the words
used in assessing the value of a stamp:

Original Gum. Gum as applied to the stamp when it
was manufactured.

Regummed. A stamp that for some reason has lost its gum
and to which new gum has been applied.

No Gum. Stamps sent through the mail and removed from
envelopes by soaking have no gum. Some mint stamps are
issued without gum.

Never Hinged. Stamps that have never been hinged and whose
gum shows no evidence of disturbance. With the development
of good mounts, many collectors demand stamps that are
classed as mint never hinged {(MNH].

Lightly Hinged. A stamp showing a faint trace of a gum
disturbance where the hinge has been removed.

Heavily Hinged. A stamp showing a hinge remnant on the
back, or evidence of missing gum.

Other faults that affect the grading of stamps are missing perfo-
rations, tears, thin spots, pinholes, creases, etc. These flaws can
cause a stamp to lose all or most of s value,

STARP COLLECTING
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Southem Flodds Wetland stamp shest, designed by artist
Johm Dawson

One challenge John Dawson faced was showing animals
of vastly different sizes—say, a Florida pantherand a
sharrow—in the some seane without distorting Saale
pronortions. Thdin B with o ool e of sersnestiun
Dawson said “nuting e Bio eritters in the Baccoroang
and the small critters up front”




Once the design was approved, Dawson rendered the final

o
painting. He managed to cram 27 different species into his
scene. He painted on an illustration board roughly twice the Each year,
size of the 5-by-7-inch stamp pane. The image was later ’
reduced for pziming‘ collectors spend
on LS stamps
Hie Dowsons thet
mayneverbe
- mtonivior
The Manufacturing Process .
collecting and
Once 3 design has been approved, an appropriale printing )
e i is selected; then the stamps 2ie printed; and Snally, the display. That
stamps are “Anished,” or processed into a particular format, such  gdded revenue
as sheets, books, or coils, using a particular type of separation.
helps the Postal
Stamp Pnntmg Methods Service offset
Stamps throughout the world are printed in three basic ways: ot
with the design (1] above the surface of the printing plate, costs m
1 vel with the surface, or 3] below the sivlace gther areas.
ietierpress or Fypography. In this printing method, the design
is égé g‘g‘%f %zf i;é:‘é;gs of the plate In 2 molary §$§$§§1 e
p *;z:;é;% 7 %: ‘5;5;% ‘< %ééi and the §§§ inig
3 fiatbed press. Most overprinted, surcharged, and
STANE COLIECTENG 43



The g t,,r.a\z’ure cvhnder revolves
in a tray of ink, and the excess
ink on the mﬁac«? of the

Gravure

with the w.ﬂe{ that moisiens
the blank area of the plate,
an impression of just the
design results. In offset

idthography

42



mperforate Stamps. The early
b oot apart with soissors and are
stamps inday are ssued by

used for seif-adhesive stamps,

SeE e

Self-adhesive die-cut stamps
make stamp-Bcking s thing of
the past.
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o look up a stamp in a catalog, first determine the y
that issued the stamp. Then compare its design with the %tamp
illustrations in the catalog. Time to identify the stamp can be

M%’E&i Ew §%§§§-§§§g at it for clues. For example, §;§ you §ﬁ9‘5 a pic-

of stamps slso
depends on supply \ \ e
and demand. Visita §§~§ g%%{é szggggg gés%%.g%ggﬁg s%;?% or stamp
show with an experienced collector, parent, or friend,
or with your merit badge counselor. Your local library
might have stamp newspapers, magazines, books
§§§§§’ maleriais §§§§ will he %ég:é%é in vour ressarch

’§‘§:§3§ in gégggggggé make an appointment %%?%gg
you visit your local post office. Be sure you plan

-andition  your visit during business hours when the post of

L is iess fikely to be very busy such as §§§§}§§§§§§
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CATALOGS, EQUIPMENT. AND PROCEDURES

Equipment and Procedures

An important part of any stamp collection is the album in which
the stamps are stored. An album helps to organize the collection
in a logical order and protects the stamps from damage. You can
make your own or purchase one of the many types of albums
for stamps and covers on the market. A printed album with
spaces for specific stamps can serve as a stamp identifier and
can make mounting your stamps easier.

BASIC INFORMATION

f OF STAMP OR SET
nsects & Spid,

LISTING

STYLES Lady b b, El

f‘msaze%/e"égg%ﬁa d Y wd%e
b er

2. MAJORS
\ caterpiy o Shwi ON NUMBER

- OR GTHER DESCEFTION
Reference: Scott 2001 Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, Volume 1

STAMIP COLLECTING 49



CATALOGS, EQUIPMENT, AND PROCEDURES

Although most
printed albums
are organized by
country, topical
albums are
available for

special interests.

However, as a beginning stamp collector, you might not
know which topic or country vou want to collect. To aveid
spending a great deal of money on an album that could later
be of little use, you might start with a three-ring binder and
some graph paper {craft-weight}. You can buy blank pages with
or without borders and headings, or you can generate your own
pages using a computer. This type of album makes the mixed
mounting of stamps and covers easy and avoids empty spaces
that make the collection look incomplete.

Tip:Donotusea “m&g&’e’éﬁ" type photograph album

for vour stamp collection. The adhesive used on the
‘pages will ruin your stan

%

Another option for your three-ring binder is to use stock
sheets, which are heavy pages with sirips that form pockets
to hold the stamps. They come with prepunched holes that
fit your binder. Stock books are volumes with the stock
pages bound in. In a stock book, the pages cannot be removed
of rearranged.
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Your albums, binders, or stock books should be stored in
an upright position away from heat, moisture, and Jlight. I
stored in a damp basement or near a window, the stamps can
collect moisture and be damaged. Also, avoid eating or drink-
ing while working with your collection.

Tip: Store vour s%s‘ ps away from %sgg §§§§§§:§§%§ %g%g ,'
food, drinks, and young brothers and s;s;%g% oo,

B
L

1
‘%;
M

e
fia
b7
e
£ "3’1

g

weight. New self-adhesiv sometimes 3 asg;%*gs MOSTE
from the envelope using nnly water. A special chemlcal {found

at stamp supply stores) may be needed to remove /
such stamps.

befure pi.acmg
on the back of
the stamp.



Jse colors to run; soak

P —— Stamp mﬁuﬂis are smaii transparent pockets into which a

52

stamp can be slipped and mounted on a page. Stamp mounts
are umaﬁy ;smieﬁed §ar ma&geggﬁ mint sﬁ&mps, rare &iémpﬁ

i&%ﬁ%ﬁ%ggggﬁﬁgggﬁﬁi&%g%ﬁ%%@s
different nesds.
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CATALOGS, EQUIPMENT, AND PROCEDURES

Several different types of mounts are available. One type is
a sleeve that covers the stamp; another consists of two pieces
that form a “track” for the stamp to sit in. As you become more
familiar with working with stamps, you can decide which type
best suits you. Why not use stamp mounts for all of your
stamps? Many collectors don’t, because stamp mounts are more
expensive than hinges and must be purchased in various sizes
to fit stamps of different sizes. With hinges, one size fits all.

Envelopes can be attached to a page with corner mounts,
triangular “pockets” with gummed backs. To protect covers,
a transparent protective material such as polyester film can be
put over the envelope first. Both the sheet protector and the
cover can then be attached safely to the album page with the
corner mounts.




HPMENT. AND PROCEDURES

Store excess stamps that you haven't had time to sort yet
in semitransparent glassine envelopes, which come in various
sizes, or polyethylene sleeves made for storing covers (enve-
lopes and postcards). The polyethylene sleeves are clear,
allowing you to see their contents at a glance.

In addition to mounts, hinges, and albums, there are other
tools you will need.

Stamp tongs

All the special
tools you will need
as a stamp
collector can be
found at stamp
shows or hobby
shops that spe-

cialize in stamp Stamp tongs look like tweezers but have rounded tips for
grasping. They are approximately 5 inches long and make
handling stamps much easier. Tongs also help protect stamps
mail order, and from soil and damage. Even when your fingertips appear to be
clean and dry, they can still contain body oils and perspiration
that can damage stamps.

{only with A magnifying glass is helpful for
examining the fine details of a stamp’s
design, allowing you to recognize
and enjoy the fine art of an
engraved stamp.

collecting, through

on the internet

your parent’s

permission

and assistance).

Magnifying glass
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Perforation gauges are
used to measure the number
of holes within a 2-centimeter
length on a stamp. The perforation !
gauge was developed to allow a collector
to identify stamps by distinguishing among
the many types of perforations that have
been used over the years.

One type of watermark detector is a
shallow, black or dark-colored dish in
which the stamp in question is exposed
to a nonflammable watermark detector
fluid that is used to detect a watermark
design in the stamp’s paper. When the
paper is manufactured, raised areas on the rollers
transfer a subtle design, called a watermark, to the paper pulp. ~ Perforation gauges

An ultraviolet (UV) light is a basic tool used by stamp
collectors to detect and identify luminescent stamps, stamps
coated with “invisible” fluorescent ink. A UV light also will
help the collector determine whether or not repairs have been
made to a stamp.

Tip: Ultraviolet lights are harmful to the eyes. Before
‘ usmg sucﬁ a device, consult with your qualified
bad cﬁuns lor to learn how to take the
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Displaying Your
Collection

Part of the fun of stamp collecting is sharing it with others,
whether just family and friends or the general public, say, at

a stamp show. You might just pull prepared album pages from
your loose-leaf notebook to display part or all of your collec-
tion. Your display should have a theme, which can be broad—
such as all foreign stamps—or narrower, such as stamps from
a particular country. Topical collections also make for good dis-
plays. No matter what the theme, try to arrange your collection
so that it tells a story. You may wish to add a title page that
explains what will follow.

At stamp shows, specially prepared pages
are displayed in frames that usually contain
16 pages each. Many shows have sections
for exhibits by young collectors. Attend a
stamp show to get ideas for how best to
exhibit your own collection. Also contact
your merit badge counselor or a
member of a local stamp club for
more information about putting
together a good display.

DISPLAYING YOUR COLLECTION

For many people
who begin stamp
collecting at

a young age,

the hobby
develops info a

lifelong pursuit.



DHSPLAYIMG YOUR COLLECTION
LA AYEMLy TALER LS5 U 05 Se GO IR S W 5

Ideas for Laying Out Pages

The following illustrations show some simple layouts for
display pages. Remember that the layout of your collection
is up to you—use your creativity.

Souvenir
sheet
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FUN PROJECTS

Fun Projects

There are many fun and rewarding projects that you could do
to fulfill requirement 7. Here are a few suggestions.

Designing a Stamp

First determine what you would like your stamp to depict.
Will it commemorate a person, place, or thing? Are there
printed stamps you could use as references? Here are some
examples of different stamp designs.

Cumulus humilis

As you design
your stamp, keep
in mind that it
does not need o
be an illustration.
Use a favorite
photo along

with your own

design elements.
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FUN PROJECTS =

With your parent’s
permission, visit
the U.S. Postal
Service online

at htp://www

.usps.com.

Designing a Cancellation

Special cancellations usually focus on a special event, cause,
or theme. They can have simple designs or have complex and
detailed ones that relate to a stamp, cachet, or special event.
You will need to check the Domestic Mail Manual at your local
post office or on the Internet for requirements on designing

a cancellation.

; S A T

UASK:
,,‘-v‘« ‘W

Designing a Cachet

A cachet is a design that is usually hand-drawn, rubber-
stamped, or printed on the left side of an envelope. Cachets are
usually created to draw attention to the stamp on the envelope
oT to an event you are promoting.
To make a cachet on a photo-
copy machine, open a 6%:-inch
envelope completely. Using your
imagination, draw your own design
or select a picture to place on the
open envelope. Make as many
copies as desired. Cut each copy
to envelope size, fold, and glue
together to simulate an envelope
{a filler card might be added
before closing}. Address the
envelope, attach the correct
postage, and have the envelope
canceled by mailing
it to yourself.

Your stamp design can be
as simple or as complex as SOC{ETY
you desire. I :
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" Grand Opening S . v
Sepimmber 21, 2004
Washington, DA 20023 Mrbmbel Usay

g rEnsTaTeS
W POSTAL SERVICE »

Use cachets like these
for inspiration as you
design your own.

T
ETA CHANCE o
= WHITEWRET & vencE EVERY DAY

You can easily make a cachet using your computer and
printer. Design the cachet using your own software, use
the “page setup” to indicate the print specifications
Isize, format, and so on) of the envelope, and send it

to print,
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THELULS POSTAL SERVICE FROM PAST TO PRESENT

The U.S. Postal Service
From Past to Present

The United States Postal Service is a descendant of the
oldest department in the ULS government. That depart-
ment was formed by action of the Continental Congress
in 1775, and Benjamin Franklin was named the first
postmaster general. When the U.S. Constitution was
adopted in 1789, all postal services came under the
control of the federal government. The present
system still reflects the many plans and methods
devised by Frankiin.

The means of transporting the mail progressed
along with the country—from on foot, to horse-
back, stagecoaches, steamboats, railways, and
eventually, aircraft. More recently, the USPS has
been building up the world’s largest fleet of
alternative-fuel vehicles that use clean fuels such
as ethanol and electricity.

One of the most significant changes in the postal
system was the adoption of postage stamips as the method of
payvment for carrying the mail. The first stamps were issued on
July 1,.1847. This new syStem required the sender to prepay
the fee instead of the receiver paving it. Through the vears, the
system has been modified and the equipment improved to keep
up with the increase in guantity of mail processed.

in'the early 1960s, it became obvious that there was a
great need for & system that would process mail mechanically
or electronically. A system using the now-familiar zip {zone
improvement plan} code was installed on July 1, 1963. On
September 13, 1978, the USPS announced a plan to assign an
additional four-digit code 1o further assist in the sorting of mail.
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THE U S POSTAL SERVICE FROM PAST TO PRESENT

Because of many difficulties, both financial and
organizational, the U.5. Congress passed the Postal
Reorganization Act, which was signed into law by
President Richard Nixon on August 12, 1970. On July
1,°1971, the Post Office Department became the US.
Postal Service, an independent agency dedicated to
providing affordable and efficient mail service to
everyone in the country, no matter where they live,

Handling the Mail Is a Big Job

We have all seen letter carriers delivering mail to houses.
But few of us realize how big a job that really.is. The USPS:

o

Delivers miore mail {160 billion pieces a year) to-more
addresses (152 million} over a largér geographic area than
any other postal agency in the world

Operates more than 31,000 post offices and 2,500 automated
postal centers

Takes in $65 billion a vear in revenue
Employs more than 520,000 people

Is self-sufficient, getting by without any money
from taxpavers

If we look at some of the major steps that must take place to
get the letter from where it was mailed to the mailbox at your
door, we can better understand and appreciate the United States
Postal Service.
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Let’s suppose that someone places aletter toyouina
mailbox in a2 city 200 miles from your house: Later that same
day, all the'letters that have accumulated in the mailbox are
picked up by aletter carrier and taken to the local post office,
where they are placed in rays:

The trays are then carried by trock 1o'an ared processing
¢ration, where they are further soned by zip o¢ode In 2 prooess
sposirioning the mail s foced, or arranged, so that the
e position on each piece, aliowing the fetiers
aclerk of 2 maching The irays & letisrs are

disribution 1o local post offices or lnaded omin alrplanes for
gefivery ¢ re distant places,

The destination post ¢ifice must then sort the mall and
nbutefttothe g r mail carrier, who will miake one final
soit before delivering the mail fo the appropriate address along
his.or her route.

‘This is 4 simplified description of the USPS’s complex
procedures. Many special machines have been developed to

the way we get our maik
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INTERESTING STORIES ABOUT STAMPS

Interesting Stories
About Stamps

Some stamps have inferesting stories
behind them. One such stamp is
¥nown as the First Scout stamp.
During the Boer War in South
Alfrica in the late 1800s, the British
commander was Robert S8
Baden-Powell. To help communica-
tions, Baden-Powell formed 2 cadet
corps of boys, who served as uni-
formed messengers, cartying messages
from the commander 10 his outposts,

During the long siege of Mafeking,
the officers began producing postage
stamps, mostly for their own amusement.
When Baden-Powell discovered what they were doing, he
suggested that his messenger, Cadet Sgt. Maj. Goodyear, be
pictured on one of the stamps. These stamps were recognized
as real postage stamps when the war ended in 1902.

In 1907, Baden-Powell formed the Scouting movement. In
later years, he called voung Goodyear his “first Scout,” because
Baden-Powell's ideas for Scouting had been forming during the
siege of Mafeking.

The first stamp, known throughout the world as the Penny
Black and depicting Queen Victoria, was introduced in England
in May 1840, The stamp’s use on an envelope indicated that
postage had been paid. On July 1, 1847, the United States
started issuing postage stamps featuring George Washingion
and Benjamin Franklin.
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INTERESTING STORIES ABOUT 5TAMPS

. mos al ai:ie stamps,
In ’%33& it was so

original value
1 cent This st
printed in 18!

rare issue, an:
from its value.

In 1918, a 24-cent airmail stamp was issued honoring the
Curtiss JN-4 “Jenny,” a World War [ biplane that became an
airmail plane. About 700 of the stamps were misprinted with
the plane upside down. Postal authorities destroved 600 of the
mistakes, printed in sheets of 100 each, before they were circu-
lated. The remaining sheet was inadvertently sold to a collector
i Washington, D.C., and was Iater resold as single stamips and
panes. In 2005, a block of four “inverted Jenny” stamps soid
at guction for $2.7 million.
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INTERESTING STORIES ABOUT STAMPS

A stamp collection sometimes becomes valuable not so
much because of the stamps in it but because of who collected
o themn. In 2005, the Smithsonian Institution’s National Postal
Museum in-Washington, D.C.; paid $53,000 for the boyhood
stamp collection of John Lennon, a member of The Beatles,
the most famous rock-and-roll band of all time.

NEW ZE,
A stavies, »Q“fé‘f oni
Sopin R DU

John Lennon’s album from childhood

To help build his' collection, Lennon, who-lived in
Liverpool, England, saved stamps off of letters from relatives in
New Zealand. His collection consists of 565 stamps in a single
album. Pages of the album can be viewed
at the museum’s website {see the
resources section}.

John Lennon, who wasn't all that
serious about his collection,
sketched heards and mustaches
on the likenesses of Queen
Victoria and King George Vion
his stamp album’s title page.
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STAMP COLLECTING RESQURCES

Stamp Collecting Resources

Scouting Literature

Collections merit badge pamphlet

Books

Adams, Charles F Stamp Collecting:
The Complete, Easy Guide to the
World's Most Popudar Hobby,
Dell Publishing, 1992,

Baadke, Michael. Linn’s Complete
Stamp Collecting Basics.
Linn's Stamp News, 2004.
Bierman, Stanley. More of the World’s
Greatest Stamp Collectors.
Linn’s Stamp News, 1990.

Cabeen; Richard M. Standard
Handbook of Stamp Collecting,
new revised ed, Random House
Value Publishing, 1986,

Carlton, R Scott, Interngtional
Encyelopaedic Dictionary of Philately.
Krause Publications, 1997,

Datz, Stephen R Official
Stamp Collector’'s Bible.
House of Collectibles, 2002,

. Stamp Collecting: Discover
the Fun of the World's Most
Popular Hobby! General Trade
Corporation; 2009.

Dyer Sr.; David O. Is Stamp Collecting
the Hobby for You? Truman
Publishing Company, 1998.

Eisenberg; Ronald L. The Jewish
World in Stamps: 4,000 Years of
Jewish Civilization on Postal Stamps.
Schreiber Publishing Inc., 2002,

Giffenhagen, George and Jerome
Husak. Adventures in Topical Stamp
Collecting American Topical
Association; 1997,

Herst Jr., Herman. Fun and Profit in
Stamp Collecting. Amos Press; 1988.

Hudgeons Jr., Thomas E. The Official
Blackbook Price Guide to U.S.
Postage Stamps 2013. House of
Collectibles, 2012.

Jonath, Leslie. Postrark Paris: A Story
iz Stamps. Chironicle Books, 2005,

- Stamp It The Ultimate Stamp
Collecting Activity Book. Chronicle
Books, 2002,
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Kloetzel, James E.; ed. Scott Standard
Postage Stamp Catalogue 2014. Scott
Publishing Company, 2013.

MacKay, James. The World Encyclopedia
of Stamps and Stamp Collecting:
The Ultimate Hlustrated Reference
to Over 3,000 of the World’s Best
Stamps. Lorenz Books, 2005,

O'Keefe, Donna, ed. Linn's Stamp
Hentifier. Linn’s Stamp News, 2004,

Sine, Richard L. Stamp Collecting for
Dumumies. For Dummies, 2001,

United States Postal Service.
Postal Service Guide to U.S. Stamps.
Published yearly.

Williams, L. N. Fundamentals of

Philately. American Philatelic
Society, 1990,

Youngblood, Wayne L. All Abomt
Stamps: An Hlustrated Encyclopedia
of Philatelic Terms. Krause
Publications, 2000

Periodicals

Linn’s Stamp News

P.O. Box 926

Sidney, OH 45365-0926
Website: http://www linns.com
Mekeel's & Stamps Magazine
42 Sentry Way

Merrimack, NH 03054
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STAMP. COLLECTING RESOURCES

Organizations and
Websites

American Air Mail Society

P.O. Box 110

Minéola, NY 11501-0110

Wehsite:
hitpr//www.americanairmailsociety.org

American Association of
Philatelic Exhibitors
Website: hitpi//www.aapeorg

American First Day Cover Society
PO, Box 16277

Tucson, AZ 85732-6277

Websiter hittp://www.aldcs.org

American Philatelic Society
American Philatelic Research Library
100 Match Factory Place

Bellefonte, PA 16823

Website: http://wwwistamps.org

American Stamp Dealers Association
PO Box 692

Leesport, PA 15533

Website:

hitp://www.asdaonline com

American Topical Association
PO:Box 8

Carterville, 1L 62918-0008

Website:
http://www.americantopicalassn.org

Ebony Society of Philatelic Events
and Reflections

PO, Box 1757

Lincolnton Station

New York, NY 10037-1757

Website: hitp://esperstamps.org
Hall of Stamps (st the US.

Paostal Service headquarters)

475 'Enfant Plaza

Washington, DC 20260-0001

international Machine

Cancel Society

3097 Trobisher Ave.

Dublin; OH 43017-1652

Website: http://www.machinecancel.org

Museum of Postal History

339 No Maip 8.

Delphos, OH 45833-1575

Website:
hitpr//wwwopostathistorvmuseum.org

National Postal Museum

2 Massachuselis Ave. NE
‘Washington, DC 20002

Wehsite:
hitp://www.postalmuseum:si.edu

Philatelic Foundation

341 W. 38th St.; 5th Floor

New York, NY 10018

Wehsite:

hi:tg Jwww.philatelicfoundation.org

sure to include a self-addres
g&é i?‘ st ;:is&s} agﬁgig,,

Post Mark Collectors Club

7014 Woodland Oaks Drive
Magnolia, TX 77354-4898

Website: htip://www,.postmarks.org

The Postal History Foundation

920 N. First Ave.

Tucson, AZ 85719

Website:
hitpr//www.postathistorvfoundation.org
Postal History Society

PO Box 20387

Columbus, OH 43220

Website: hitp://stampclubs.com/phs
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Precancel Stamp Socisty

P.O. Box 1013

Fenton, MO 63026-1013

Website: hitp://www.precancels.org

Scott Publishing Company
P.O. Box 828

Sidney, OH 45365-0828
Website: http//www.linns.com

Scouts on Stamps Society
Intermnational Inc,

PO Box 6228

Kennewick, WA 99336
Websiter hitp://www.sossiorg

Speliman Museum of Stamps
and Postal History

Regis College

235 Wellesley 56

Weston, MA 02493

Website: hiip://www.speliman.org

United Postal Stationery Socisty
Central Office

PO Box 3982

Chester, VA 23831

Website: http://wiww.upss.org

Universal Ship Cancellation Society
747 Shard Court

Fremont, CA 94539-7419

Website: http://www.uscs.org

The Washington Press

2 Vreeland Road

Florham Park, NJ 07932

Websiter hitpy//www owashpressicom

Wineburgh Philatelic

Research Library

The University of Texas at Dallas
PO Box 830643

Richardson, TX 750830643

Website: hitpy//www.itdallasiedu
/Hibrary/specialcoliections/wprLhiml
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Young Stamp Collectors of America
100 Maich Factory Place

Bellefonte, PA 16823

Website: hitp://stamps.org/YSCA

Foreign Postal
Administrations

Australia Post

Wehsite: hittp//www auspost.com.au
Austrian Post

Website: hitp://www.postat/en
Bulgarian Posts

Website: hifp//www.bgpost.hg/Icid =3
Canada Post

Website: htip://www.canadapost.ca

Ching Philatelic

information Network

Website: hilpl//www.cpiicom.cn/
cpi-eng

Czech Post

Website: http://www.ceskaposta.cz/en
Post Danmark {Denmark)

Website:
http://www.postdanmark.dk/en/Pages/
home.aspx

La Poste {France)

Website: httpy//www.lapostedr

An Post {lreland}

Wehgsite: hitpr//www.anpostie

israel Postal Company Lid.

Websiter hitp//www.israslpost.codl
Poste laliane {aly}

Wehsiter http)//www.posieiialiane.
post/enghish/indexshimi
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Japan Post

Website: http://www.post.japanpost.jp/
english

Latvijas Pasts (Latvia)

Website: http://www.pasts.lv/en

P &T Luxembourg
Website: http://www.ptlu

TNT Post {(Netherlands)
Website: hitp://www.intpost.com

New Zealand Post
Website: http://stamps.nzpost.co.nz

Norway Post

Website: http://www.posten.no/en
Poczta Polska (Poland)

Website: http://znaczki.poczta-polska.
pl/en/index.php

Philatelic Center of French Polynesia
Website: http://www.tahitiphilatelie.com

CTT Correios (Portugal)

Website: http://www.ctt.pt
Singapore Post

Website: http://www.singpost.com

Posta Slovenije {Siovenia)
Website: hitp://www.posta.si/home

South Africa Post Office
Website: http://www.postoffice.co.za

Swiss Post (Switzerland)

Website: http://www.swisspost.ch
Chunghwa Post (Taiwan)

Website: http://www.post.gov.tw/post/
internet/u_english/index htm

United Kingdom Royal Mail

Website: http://www.royalmail.com
United Nations Postal
Administration

Website: http://unstamps.un.org

Young collectors should also know
that the United States Postal Service
makes available a free guide called “The
Art of Stamp Collecting” (publication
225). Visit your local post office or down-
load it from http://about.usps.com/publi-
cations/pub225.pdf.

In addition, the U.S. Postal Service
has a special program for first day covers.
The USPS gives postal customers 30 days
to-obtain a first day of issue postmark by
mail: Purchase the new stamp at a local
post office, affix the stamp to an enve-
lope addressed to yourself: {or someone
else you designate), and send'itin a
larger envelope to the USPS. (The address
appears at the bottom of each stamp
release; check with your local post
office.) Individual first day covers can be
ordered by writing to the USPS, Stamp
Fulfillment Services, P.O. Box 7247,
Philadelphia, PA 19101-7097; or call toll-
free 800-STAMP-24; or visit the USPS
website at https://store.usps.com/store.
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Photo and illustration Credits

1954 Brown' v. Board of Education
stamp image ©2005 United States
Postal Service. All rights reserved.
Used with permission.—page 12

Berries stamp image ©1999 United
States Postal Service. All rights
reserved. Used with permission.—
page 30 (top)

Canada Post Photo Centre, courtesy—
page 14 (top right)

Donald Chenevert 1iI, courtesy—
page 23

Nancy Clark, courtésy—page 24

Cloudscapes stamp series ©2004 United
States Postal Service: All rights
reserved. Used with permission.—
page 61 {(top right)

Extreme Sports stamp image ©1999
United States Postal Service. All
rights reserved. Used with permis-
sion.—page 43 (bottom)

HAAP Media Ltd., courtesy--cover
(stamnps at top-left and bottom
center, postcards)

Hanukkah stamp image ©1996 United
States Postal Service. All rights
reserved. Used with permission.—
page 61 (top left)

Houser, Janet, courtesy-—page 59

@Jupiterimages.com-—pages 2, 14,30,
43 (top), and 48

Love stamp image ©1999 United States
Postal Service. All rights reserved.
Used with permission.—page 35
(top left)



Mark Twain starip image 1985 United
States Postal Service. All rights
reseived. Used with permission.—
page 27

Mary Lyon stamp image P1987 United
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couriesy—page 40 {(bortom)
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Old Glory stamped snvelope 21995
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sion.~~page 35 {center)

Pacific Stagecoach stamp inage #1997
United States Postal Service: All

rights reserved. Used with permis-

SPhotos.com and Jennifer Hom—photo
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The Postal Service Guide to U.S. Stamps™
cover. ®2005 United States Postal
Service. All rights reserved. Used
with permission.—pages 12 and 47

Red Cloud stamp image ©1987 United
States Postal Service. All rights
reserved. Used with permission.—
page 30 (bottom)

Roger Maris stamp image 1999 United
States Postal Service. All rights

All rights reserved. Used with per
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Lized with permission —
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Jennifer Hom-—page 15
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MERIT BADGE LIBRARY

Triough intended as an aid o 'Boy Scouts, and qualified Venturers and Sea Scouls in
mesting merit badge requiraments; these pamphiets are of general interest and are made
available by many schools and public libraries. The latest revision date of each pamphiet
right niot correspond with the copyright date shown below, because this list is corrected
only once a vear, in January, Any number of merit badge pamphiets may be revised
throughout the year: others are simply reprinted until a revision becomes necessary.

If a Scout has already started working on a merit badge when a new edition for that
pamphiet is introduced, they may continue fo use the same merit badge pamphlet to
eamn the badge and fulfill the requirements therein. In other words, the Scout need not
start over again with the new pamphlet and possibly revised requirerments.

Merit Badge Pamphiet | Year | Merit Badge Pamphlet  Year | Merit Badge Pamphlet - Year
American Business 2013 {1 Family Life 2016 | Plant Science 2018
American Cultures 2013 | Farm Machanics 2017 | Plumbing 2012
American Heritage 2013 | Fingerprinting 2014 | Pottery 2008
American Labor 2018 | Fire Safely 2016 | Programiming 2013
Animal Science 214 ] First Ald 2015 | Public Health 2017
Animation 2015 1 Fish and Wiidiife Pubilic Speaking 2013
Archasciogy 2017 Hansgemed 2314 Pulp ond Paper 23
Archery 2015 ] Fishing 20131 Radio 2017
Architecturs and Fiy-Fishing 2014 | Rallroading 205

Landscape Architecture 2014 | Forsstry 2015 | Reading 2013
Art 2013 1 Game Design 2013 | Reptile and
Astronomy 2018} Gardening 2013 Amphibian Study 2018
Athistics 2018 | Gansalogy 201371 Rifle Shooting 2012
Stomotive Mantonance P07 Geocavhing 25 | Fobotics s
Aviaton 2018 Genlogy S | Fowing 2514
Backpacking 2016 Goif 2012 | Safety 2018
Baske 2017 Graphic Aris 2013 | Salssmanship 2013
Bird Study 2017 § Hiking 2018 | Schoigrship 2014
Buding fses Musios Home Hepairs S0IZ | Scouting Herllane bt
Camping 28 | Horssmanship 13 | Scubs Divig 2008
Cangsing 2014} ingian Lore B | Sculpture 2014
Chemistry 2018 | Inssct Study 2318 ] Searchand Rescus 2018
Chess 2B | inventing 2018 | Shotgun Shooting 203
Ciizenshininthe Journalism 2017 | Signs, Signals, and Codes 2015

Community 2015 | Kaysking 2016 | Skating 2015
Citizenship in the Nation - 2014 | Landscape Archileciurs Small-Boat Saiing 2016
Gitizenship in the Worid - 2015 {see Architactirs) Snow Sporis 2017
Climbing 2011 ] Law 2011 | Soil and Water
Coin Collecting 2017 | Leatherwork 2017 Conservation 2018
Collections 2013 | Lifesaving 2017 | Space Exploration 2018
Comrunication 20131 Mamimal Study 2014} Sports 2012
Composite Materiais 2012 | Medicine 2012 | Stamp Collecting 2013
Cooking 2014} Metalwork 2012 | Surveying 2004
Crime Prevention 2012 § Mining in Society 2014 1 Sustainability 2013
Cycling 2017 | Modsl Design and Building 2010 {1 Swimming 2014
Dentistry 2018 | Motorbosting 2015 1 Textils 2014
Digital Technology 2014 1 Moviemaking 2013 | Theater 2014
Disabilities Awareness . 2016 | Music and Bugling 2013 | Traffic Safety 2018
Dog Care 208 | Nature 2014 ] Truck Transportation 2013
Drafiing 2013} Nuclear Science 2017 | Veteriniary Medicine 2015
Electricity 2043 | Oceanography 2012 | ‘Water Sporis 2015
Electronics 2014 | Orientesring 2018 | Weather 2013
Emergency Prepirsdness 2015 | Painting 2018 | Welding 2018
Energy 2014} Personagl Fitness 2018 | Whitowater 2005
Enginsring 2016 | Porsorgd Mansgement - 2005 Wilderness Survival 25z
Endtrepwonourshin 03 Pals Z3 ] Wood Carving s
Environmental Science - 2015 | Photography 2016 | Woodwork 2011
Expioration 2018 1 Pioneering 2017

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA = SUPPLY GROUP
NATIONAL DISTRIBUTION CENTER To place anorder,
2108 Westinghouse Boulevard call customer service
PO.Box 7143 toll-free B00-323-0736
Charlotte, NC 28241-7143 orgoto

www.scoutshop.ong
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